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PEEPACE. 


On the termination of my journey in Tibet, I submitted 
to the Indian Government a detailed report of my obser- 
vations in that country. It was my original intention to 
request the permission of the Court of Directors to pub- 
lish this report in the form in which it was drawn up ; 
but after my return to England, this plan was, at the 
suggestion of friends, abandoned for that now followed, 

• At the time of my appointment to the Tibet Mission, 
my attention had not been specially directed to the 
Himalaya, but I have since had many opportunities of 
studying that chain of mountains. My first definite im- 
pressions of Himalayan geography were received from 
my fellow-travellers, Major Cunningham and Captain 
Henry Strachey. The latter gentleman had just com- 
pleted one of the most adventurous journeys ever made 
in the Himalaya j and Major Cunningham’s knowledge 
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of the geography of Northern India is so accurate and 
extensive, that the delay in the publication of his map, 
although caused by the devotion of his leisure time to 
other branches of research, is a subject of deep regret to 
all who know its value. More recently I have had the 
good fortune to travel in the Eastern Himalaya with Dr. 
Hooker, and it was a source of great gratification to me, 
when we met, to find that in studying these mountains 
at opposite extremities of the chain, the results at which 
we had arrived were almost identical. 

My botanical collections, which were very extensive, 
hav^ as yet been only roughly assorted, and the names 
of plants given in the present work are chiefly derived 
from a careful comparison of specimens with the Ilookerian 
Herbarium at Kew, — a collection which, as is well known 
to Botanists, both from its extent and from the liberality 
with which it is thrown open to students of that science, 
occupies in this country the place of a national collection. 

The heights of places given in the work have been 
derived from very various sources. Those in the earlier 
part are chiefly fr-om the extremely accurate observations 
of the Gerards j for others I have to thank my fellow- 
travellers ; but the greater number are calculated from 
my own observations of the boiling-point of water, and do 
not therefore pretend to great accuracy. Still the ther- 
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iiiometer which I used (by Dollond) was a very good one, 

and comparisons with barometric observations, or with 

known heights, have given such residts as satisfy me 

that at considerable elevations it may be depended upon 
t 

to within three or four hundred feet as an extreme error. 

The orthography of oriental proper names is a ques- 
tion of great difficulty, and grave objections may be 
. urged against any system which has been proposed. If 
each European nation represents the sound of the vowels 
and variable consonants after the mode Avhich prevails 
in its own language, then proper names must be trans- 
lated, as it were, when rendered from one of these Ian- 
guages into another; whereas, if the mode of spelling 
the names remain fixed, then the value of the letters 
must be different in the majority of the languages from 
that which usualy prevails. For purely ])opular pur- 
poses the former method would probably be the most 
judicious ; and the English language has peculiar facili- 
ties for rendering oriental sounds, in consequence of its 
possessing the open sound of u, as in but, which is want- 
ing in other European languages, though so common in 
Arabic, Persian, and Hindee, and all cognate tongues. 

A uniform, mode of spelling, however, has so many 
advantages, that I have been induced to give it a pre- 
ference; but it will be seen that in a ‘few instances, 
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where the popular mode of spelling has become fanuliar, 
and as it were a portion of the English language, as 
in the words Punjab, Jumna, Sutlej, Kussowlee, and a 
few others, I have not had courage to carry out the ride. 

Por the plates which accompany the work I have to 
thank Mr. Winterbottom, who very kindly permitted 
me to select from a series of sketches those which I 
thought most suitable. This was not an easy task ; but , 
in the two \T.ews of the neighbourhood of Iskardo I 
found so faithful a representation of the extremely 
.rugged scenery of the Tibetan mountains, contrasted 
with the level plain of Iskardo, and the lacustrine strata 
of the neighbourhood, that no more desirable illustra- 
tions for a 'jomney in Tibet could be conceived. 
The little vignette, too, though it does not represent 
any part of the country through which I travelled, 
is precisely similar to many ravines in Rondu, and 
serves to show that the Gilgit valley is quite the 
same in general appearance with that district. I was 
more particularly desirous of introducing this sketch, 
from the very faithful representation it contains of the 
alluvial platforms which skirt the streams in every part 
of Tibet. 

The map is founded principally upon Mr. Arrow- 
smith’s large map, and his name is its b6st guarantee. 
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The districts round the Pangong lake are taken fix>m 
a sketch given to me by Captain H. Strachey, and the 
whole of the eastern part has been revised by him. A 
great part of the course of the Shayuk has been laid 
in by Mr. Arrowsmith from my- own rough survey, 
while the little-known district between Jamu and Zan- 
skar, which I was not competent to survey, has been ren- 
dered as nearly as possible from the notes which I had 
made of the length and direction of my marches. 

The sketch of the district between Nubra and the 
Karakoram pass, which will, I hope, be found useful as 
an illustration of that part of my journey, has been 
prepared for me by Dr. Hooker, from a rough draft of 
my survey, assisted by verbal explanations. 

In conclusion, 1 have to add, that for the correction 
of the press, diming which process many asperities by 
which the manuscript was disfigured have disappeared, 
1 have to thank my kind friends. Dr. and Mrs. Hooker. 




CONTENTS, 


CHAPTEK 1. 

Vafi*' 

\ ppoiiitincnt to a Mission about to proceed to Tibet — Lcuvo Firoz^nir for 
Simla, — Approa»*]i to the Mountains — Appearance of Uiinalaya from 
PlaiuvS of IiuUa — Knllia — Ascent to Kussowleo — Vegetation of Plain- 
ward Fa(!e — Origin of Kussowleo Ridge — Climate and Vegetation of 
IvussowIch; — A spect of inncir ranges — Road from Kiissowlce to Simla — 
Subat/lui — Cross Ganibar River — ^JTaripiir — Tropical Vegetation of Basin 
of Gainbar — Stwp Ascent to Simla — its extent and situation — its Vege- 
tation — Oak-forest — l*inos — Flora of Spring Months — of Rainy Season 
— View from Peak of Jako — ^Structinrc of Mountain Ranges . 1 

OHAPTPm I]. 

Leave; Simla — Mahasu Ridge — Pine Forest^ — Summit of Mahasu — Vegeta- 
tion of Northern Slope — Fagu — Theog — Mattiana — Cultivated Valley — 
Nagkauda — Ascent of Hattu — ^Forcst of Pine and Oak — ^Vegetation of 
Summit — View from top of Mountain — Plainward slopes bare of forest, 
\vl»ile those facmg the interior arc w'ell wooded — Cultivation at 9500 feet 
--Deseont fj’oin Nagkauda towards Sutlej — Damp shady Ravbie densely 
wooded “Kotgarh — Cultivation — Rapid Descent — Change of Climate — 
Tropical Vegetation — Rara])ur — Swing-bridge — Diurnal fluctuations in 
level of River — Gaora — Serai lan — ^Tranda — ^Western boundaiy of Kuna- 
war 29 


CHAPTER III. 

Sildang river — Fine grove of Deodars — Nachar — Fruit-troes — Vine seen for 
first time — Boundaries of Kulu and Konawar — Cross Sutlej at Wangtu 
bridge — Vegetation of bare rocky valley — Waterfall — Chegaon — Pinm 
(rerardiana — M iru — Absence of rain — Alteration of vegetation — Quercuft 
Ilex — Rogi — Willow and Poplar — Oiini — Cultivated Plain — Kashbir — 
Paiigi — Camp at upper level of trees — Junipers — Werang Pass — Alpine 
Vegetation — Birch and Mhododendron — Granite Boulders — lapa — Allu- 
vial Deposits — Eiicamp at 12,500 feet— Runang Pass — Vegetation very 
scant}" — Stunted Forest — Sungnam 63 



X 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTEE IV. 


Hangamng ridgo separates Kunawar from Piti — ^Ascent to Haugarang Pass 
— Alluvial deposit — Steep ascent — ^View of valley — Limestone rocks — 
Cwfogana versicolor^ or Dama — Camp at 14,000 feet — Top of pass — 
View from pass — ^Vegetation of summit — Descent to Hango — Cultiva- 
tion round tlio village — Luxuriant wild plants — Boad to Lio — Cramhe — 
Bavine of Piti river — ^Lio — Bridge over Piti river — ^Ascent to Nako — 
Nako — Cultivation of the village — Buddliist temple — Transported blocks 
— Chango — Cliangar — Stopped by villagers on Chinese frontier — Natural 
bridge — Byuri — ^Alluvium — Clay deposit with shells — ^Lari — Bamifica- 
tions of mountain ranges — Alluvial platforms — ^Pok — Dankar — ^Lara— 
Bangrig — Upper part of Piti — Climate — Saline exudations . . . 96 


CHAPTEB V. 

I^avo valley of Piti river— Kibar — Cultivation above 14,000 feet — ^Vegeta- 
tion of mountains — Booky gorge — Encampment at 17,000 feet— Parang 
Pass — Snow-bed and glacier — First plants at 16,500 feet — Parang valley 
— Gorge leading to Chumoreri Lake — Kiang, or wild horse — Chumurti 
— Bomarkable grassy plain — Lanak Pass — Granite boulders — Plants 
above 18,000 feet — Undulating hilly country — ^Ilanle plain — ^Vegetation 
— Monasteiy of Hanlo 130 


CHAPTEB VI. 

Descend Hanle river — Unsettled weather — Encamp on banks of Indus — 
Upper course of Indus — Pugha ravine — Forest of Myricaria trees — 
Borax plain — Hot springs — Borax lakes of Eastern Tibet — Sulphur 
mine — Pulokanka Pass — Salt lake — Lacustrine clays with shells — Ancient 
water-mark— Bupchu — Tunglung Pass — ^FaU of snow — Alluvial conglo- 
merate — Giah — Narrow ravine — Mini — Upshi — Indus valley — Marsi- 
lang — Bichly cultivated plain of Chashut — Bridge over Indus — Lc — 
Buddliist edifices 155 


CHAPTEB VIL 

Departure from Le — Sabii valley — Pass between Lo and Nubra—Snow — 
Encamp at 15,500 foot — Digar — Valley of Shayuk — Alluvium — Populinf 
^EwphraUca — Tsatti — Nubra river — District of Nubra — Villages — Irriga- 
tion — Saline soil — Isolated rocks — Chirasa — Panamik — Lower Nubra— 
Platforms of Alluvium- - Traces of a gi’eat flood — Unmaru — Kuru — Great 
contraction of valley — Moiiniain pass of Wuris — Boghdan ravine — Chor- 
bat — Mahommedan population — Villages — Outburst of granite — Siksa— 
Khapalu — Open plain of Kliapalu— Junction of Shayuk and Indus — 

Nar — Iskai'do plain — Description of Iskardo — Aqueduct — Fort — Lacus- 
trine clay formation — ^Vegetation . 1H7 



CONTENTS. 


XI 


CHAPTEB VIIT. 

Page 

Leave Iskardo in the direction of Kashmir — First inarch through snow 
to Tnrgu — Lacustrine clay — ^it extends into narrow valleys b^ond Nar 
— Gbl — Junction of Indus and Shayuk — Parkuta — Tolti — Kartash — 
Extensive lacustrine deposits — ^Tarkata — ^Eoad turns up the Dras river 
— Ulding Thung — ^Pall of snow — Hardas — ^Karbu — Continued snow — 

Dras — Find poiss in front shut by deep snow — Obliged to return to 
Iskardo — Bafts and rope-bridges on Indus — MtBogTms and Apricot 
apparently wild— Winter at Iskardo 223 


CHAPTEE IX. 

Ijeave Iskardo for Bondu — Insurrection in Gilgit — Koardu — Kamar — 
Enter narrow part, of Indus valley — Difficult road — ^Bangc of mountains 
south of Indus— Description of Bondu — Thawar — Avalanches - Allu- 
vium — Swing-bridge — Villages — Juniper — J^inus exceUa — — 

Vegetation — Betum to Iskardo — ^Agricultiu*e of Balti — Game of Chau- 
gan — Chakor hunting — Shigar valley — Journey towards Kashmir — Dras 
valley — Karbu — Dras fort — Maten — Cross pass into Kashmii* — ^BalW — 
Valley of Sind river — Sonamarg — Gagangir — Gond — Gangan — Gander- 
bal — Enter main valley of Kashmir — Town of Kashmir — Description of 
Kashmir — Lacustrine formation — Trap hills — Lake — Climate — Vege- 
tation 248 


CHAPTEE X. 

Environs of Koslunir— City lake — Gardens of Shalimar and Dilawer Khan 
—Pampur — Avantipura — Platforms of lacustrine clay — Mountain of 
Wastorwan — Ancient city— Clay, with shells and fragments of pottery — 
Ancient temple imbedded in clay — ^Lakes caused by subsidence — Islama- 
bad — Shahabad — Vegetation — Vernag — Banahal Pass — Valley of Bana- 
hal — Tropical vegetation — Pass above Chenab Valley — Nasmon — J7w/a, 
or Swing-bridge — Balota — Ladhe ko Dliar — Katti — Fort of Landar — 

Mir — Kirmichi — Tertiary sandstones — Dhuns — Seda — Jamu . . 285 


CHAPTEE XI. 

Leave Jamu to return to Tibet — Lake of Sirohi Sar — Vegetation of lower 
hills — Dodonma — Bamnagar — Garta — ^Dadu, on a tributary of the Che- 
nab — Camp at 10,000 feet— Badarwar — Padri pass — Descend a tributary 
of the Bavi — and ascend another towards the north — Sach Joih^ or pass 
— Snow-beds — Camp in Chenab valley 315 



xii 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER XII. • 

Pagi?i 

Marked change in the Vegetation — ^Bridge over Chenab — Pargwal — Oe* 
scHption of Clieuab valley — Asdliari — Ohatargarh — Road turns up valley 
of Butna — Vegetation of Chenab valley — ^Chishot — Snowrbeds — Camp 
at 10,500 feet— Ancient moraines — Glacier — Camp at 11,500 feet — 
Rapid ascent along glacier — Camp on moraine, at 14,600 feet — Cliange 
of weather — Ascent towards pass over glacier — Cross Umasi La — De- 
scent — ^Immense glacier — ^Encamp in Tibet, at 13,800 feet — Open valley 
of Zanskar — ^Podum — Great change of climate — and in vegetation . 34-2 

CHAPTER XIII. 

Rope bridge across Zanskar river — Tongde — Zangla — Road leaves Zanskar 
river — Takti La — Nira — Bridge over Zanskar river — Singhi Ija — Phu- 
taksha — ^Wandla— Lama Yuru — Cmss Indus river — Kalatzc — Nurla— 
Sasi>ola — Nimo — Le — Pass north of Lo — Small glacier — Kardong — 
Kaka%” Vegetation — Diskit — Passage of Shayuk river — Upper Nubra - 
Vegetation of Nubra — ^Ilot spring at Panamik ..... 367 

CHAPTER XIY. 

' Start for Karakoram — Steep ascent out of Nubra valley — Meet a party of 
Merchants from Yarkand — View from summit of pass — Rapid torrent — 
Largo glacier — Steep moraines — Alpine vegetai^on — Numerous glaciers— 

Lakes — Glacier on crest of Snssar pass — Sassar — Cross Sliayuk river— 
Murgai — Limestone rocks — Ascend Murgai Valley to 16,800 feet — Sin- 
gidar limestone formation — Open plain above 17,000 feet — Re-cro.'^s 
Shayuk river — Karakoram pass — Return to Sassar — Glaciers of Sassar — 
Return to Le — Start for Kashmir —Laraayuru — Phatn pass — Kanji river 
— Namika pass — Molbil— Pashkymn — Kargil — Dras — Zoji pass — Kasb- 
mir — ^Lahore — Completion of journey 408 

CHAPTER XV. 

General description of Tibet — Systems of mountains — Trans-Sutlej Hi- 
malaya— Cis-Sutlej Himalaya — Koueidun — Foin* passes a<^ross Koucnlun 
— Bo\indaries of Wcsteni Tibet — Height of its mountain ranges and 
passes — Climate of Tibet — Clouds — ^Winds — Snow-fall — Glaciers — their 
former greater extension — Elevation to which they desciend — Snow-level 
— Geologj" — Lacustrine clay and alluvium 156 



CHAPTER I. 


Descend Ilunle riverTirUnscttlCd weather — Encamp on banks of Indus 
— Upper course of Indus — Pugha ravine — Forest of Myricaria-trees 
— Borax plain — Hot springs — ^Borax lakes of Eastern Tibet — Sul- 
phur mine — Pulokanka Pass — Salt lake — Lacustrine clays with 
shells — Ancient water-mark — Eiipchu — Tunglung Pass — Fall of 
snow — Alluvial conglomerate — Giah — Narrow ravine — Mini — 
Upslii — Indus valley — Marsilang — Eichly cultivated plain of Cha- 
shut — Bridge over Indus — Lc — Buddhist edifices. 

On the 17th of September we left Hanle, en route to Le^ 
Oiir road lay down the left bank of the river by which the 
waters of the lake-plain are discharged into the Indus. 
The valley tlirough which it flowed was open and level, 
and its slope imperceptible. On the left lay a low range 
of hills, an irregular mass increasing much in width, as 
well as in height, as we proceeded northwards, the Hanle 
extremity being the termination where it slopes into the 
plain. On the right, a very lofty range, some of the 
peaks of which were certainly not less than 21,000 feet 
in elevation, ran parallel to our course, separating the 
open valley of the Hanle river from the Indus. 

The width of the valley varied from one to three miles. 
The stream was very winding, crossing from side to side, 
and often pressing the road close to the spurs of the 
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range on the left. The range on this side was princi- 
pally clay-slate, with occasional outbreaks of trap, which 
had in many places converted the stratified rock into a 
hard red or green jasper. From the immediate proxi- 
mity of the igneous rock the stratified masses were very 
much contorted, and no regular dip was observable. • 

Saline efflorescence occurred everywhere in great quan- 
tity in the vicinity of the stream ; as a consequence, Che- 
nopodiaceous plants were more than usually abundant, 
and I collected at least three species of that family which 
I had not previously observed. The banks of the stream 
were everywhere bordered by a belt of green herbage, 
more or less broad, in which the usual species of Ra- 
mnculm, Gentiam, Pedicularis, Junctis, Cyperaceae, and 
grasses were common. Glaux maritima also occurred 
abundantly. Two other European plants were found 
in the swamps along the course of the river, which were 
very interesting as a proof of the extremely European 
nature of the flora: these were Hippuris mlyaris' oaA 
lAnmella laemtris. Towards the end of the day’s 
joumey, Carayana versicolor {Dania) became very com- 
mon, covering a large extent of surface, and growing to 
a much greater size than I had ever before seen, with an 
upright stem nearly six feet in height. I could scarcely 
persuade myself that the species was the same as the 
httle depressed shrubs which grew on the passes further 
south. Two species of Myricaria, both of which I had 
seen in Piti, also reappeared during the day, so that we 
were evidently approaching a lower level and more genial 
climate. 

Banks of alluvial conglomerate occurred on the sides 



1847.] 


HANLE RIVEE. 


•7 


of the valley, in the spaces between the projecting spin’s 
of the range on the left hand, on the latter part of the 
day. The beds were distinctly stratified and very sandy, 
more or less full of rounded stones, and often passing into 
pure sand, which was interstratified with the coarser beds. 
The day was very cloudy and threatening, and a few drops 
of rain feU for the first time since the 29th of August, 
the weather during the whole of that interval having been 
brilliant and quite dry. We encamped eleven miles firom 
llaule, on a gravelly plain close to the river. 

During the night the weather did not improve, but 
continued very cloudy, and on the morning of the 1 8th 
the mountains on the right side of the valley were co- 
vered with snow, down to within 1500 feet of the plain. 
The wind blew strongly from the northward, and the 
day, which was still very cloudy, was bitterly cold, and, 
to our feelings, extremely uncomfortable. We continued 
to follow the course of the Hanle river, passing over long 
gravel fiats, which alternated with turfy saline meadows. 
Several low spurs from the moimtains on the left, which 
projected far into the plain, making the river bend much 
to the right, were crossed as we proceeded. About ten 
miles from our morning’s camp, we left the course of 
the river, which turned to the right and entered a rocky 
mountain gorge, while our road kept its northerly direc- 
tion. An open valley led us to the crest of a low ridge 
of trap and slate, from which a very long stony mono- 
tonous valley descended to an extensive plain covered 
with fine mud and saline exudation, on which the only 
vegetation was a few tufts of Smda and coarse grass. 
Crossing this plain, on which the dry clay was in many 
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places deeply cracked and fissured, as if it had till within 
a short time been under water, or at least swampy, we 
encamped, at an elevation of 13,800 feet, on the banks 
of the Indus, here a muddy torpid stream, \nthout any 
apparent current, about four feet deep and twenty or 
twenty-five feet wide. There was, however, another 
channel, separated from that on which we were en- 
camped by a small island. 

So sluggish was the stream at the point where we 
joined it, that we were for a long time uncertain in 
which direction the current was flowing; and though 
we were prepared to find the Indus at the end of our 
day’s journey, the river on whose banks we were en- 
camped was so much less than our anticipations, that we 
were veiy unwilling to be convinced that we had really 
arrived at the great river, to which we had so long looked 
forward as one of the most interesting objects of our 
journey. The island in the centre of the channel was 
a bank of very fine sand or mud, on which large flocks 
of wild-fowl were resting; it was very little elevated 
above the smface of the water, which must frequently, I 
should think, rise sufiBciently to cover it. The bank on 
which we were encamped, though rather higher, was not 
more than four feet above the water ; it was quite vertical, 
and composed of fine clay, without any intermixture of 
stones or gravel. 

The course of the river Indus, from its source to 
Le, has hitherto been less known than any other part 
in Tibet; but as Captain Strachey, a month or two 
after our visit, descended along it from the Chinese fron- 
tier, as far as Le, the unknown portion is now very much 
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reduced. It rises in the mountains north of the lakes 
of Mansarawer and Rawan Rhad, and runs in general 
towards the north-east. Moorcroft has described its 
appearance at Gam or Gartop, where it is a very insig- 
nificant stream ; but the intervening country is so little 
known, except by native report, that we can scarcely be 
said to have an exact knowledge of the upper part of its 
course. There is in some maps an eastern branch laid 
down, but of that wc have no definite information. From 
the arid and snowless nature of the country through which 
it must flow, it is probably a very small stream, but its 
length may be considerable. 

Immediately above the open plain in which we joined 
the Indus, it would appear to have a very rocky and rug- 
ged channel. Such, at least, was the description given to 
us by our guides of the lower course of the Hanle river, 
which we left only a few miles before it joined the Indus ; 
and as the mountains to the south-west appeared to close 
in very abmptly within a very short distance of our en- 
campment, we could not doubt that the open and level 
plain which ivo found in this portion of the river’s coiuse 
was of limited extent, and quite an exceptional fea- 
ture* in the character of the country through which the 
Indus flows. From the great elevation and abmpt slope 
of the range which runs parallel to the Hanle river on 
the east, there can be no doubt that the spurs which it 
sends down on its north-east slope, towards the Indus, 
must be bold and rocky ; and though the lulls on the 
left bank of the Hanle river are much less elevated, yet 
they rise as they advance to the eastward. The descent 
of this river too, though very gentle in the upper part 
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of its course, while its valley is broad, is probably very 
abrupt in the last few miles, where its channel is rocky 
and its ravine narrow. The’elevation of its junction with 
the Indus is, I believe, about 13,800 feet above the level 
of the sea. 

On the 19th of September our road lay in a westerly 
direction down the Indus. The weather was stUl ex- 
tremely unsettled, the sky being cloudy and a violent 
north or north-west wind continuing to blow inircquent 
gusts. No rain, however, feU. The plain gradually 
narrowed as v e advanced, and the moimtains on the left 
approached by degrees close to the river. Low grassy 
plains, covered with a saline incrustation, quite dry, a)id 
without any brushwood or tall herbaceous vegetation, 
skirted the river, the course of which we followed vtiry 
closely. Indeed, notwithstanding the considerable dimi- 
nution of altitude, the fispect of the valley of the Indus 
was more dreary and barren than we had for some days 
been accustomed to. The rocky spurs were quite bare ; 
and even on the level tracts no vegetation was seen, ex- 
cepting on the very lowest banks, which were moistened 
by the river. This utter sterility was no doubt due to 
the absence of lateral rivulets, the hills which rose on" our 
left hand being stony and steep, and not rising to a suffi- 
cient elevation to be covered with perpetual snow, or to 
accumulate and retain snow-beds in their ravines till a 
late period of the year. 

The rock on the left-hand mountains diuing the day 
was quite different from any that had hitherto occurred, 
being a conglomerate, with rounded stclies of various 
sizes, many of them granite. The matrix was of a very 
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dark colour, and generally extremely hard ; more rarely it 
was a coarse sand, crumbling to pieces. This conglomerate 
Wds everywhere stratified, the beds dipping to the south- 
west, at an angle of about forty-five degrees. During 
the day the river varied much in width, being seldom 
less than twenty-five yards, and sometimes as much as 
eighty. The stream was generally very gentle, not ex*- 
ceeding two Jniles an hour, except in a few rapi<ls, and 
the river was in most places fordable. We encamped 
on the left bank, in a place where it was shallow' and 
wide. 

On the 20th of Sc])tcniber wo continued at first to 
follow the left bank of the Indus, which gradually as- 
sumed a more northerly direction. The mountains on 
both sides a])proached much more closely to the riv(!r than 
they had done the day before, and those on the right con- 
tinued extremely lofty. The river now^ flowed more ra- 
])idly, and was often w'ider and more shallow' ; one rapid 
was not less than 1 50 yards in width. Banks of alluvial 
clayey conglomerate w'ere usually interposed betw’^ecn the 
mountains and the river, forming cliffs w'hich attained 
not unfrecpiently an elevation of fifty feet. These were 
separated by projecting spurs, over wiiich the road passed 
wherever they advanced so close to the centre of tin; valley 
as to prevent a passage along the level plain. So)ne small 
streamlets w'crc crossed during the day, and in conse- 
quence the vegetation w'as at times more varied, and at 
the same time more luxuriant, than it had been the day 
litjforc. A few bushes of Myricaria were seen on the 
bank of the rivef ; and in the lateral ravines the ordinary 
shnjbs and herbaceous vegetation w'cre common. The 
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only new plant was a species of Labiata, a coarse- 
growing under-shrub, probably a species of Bcdloia. 

The hard conglomerate of the day before did not 
again occur, various forms of clay-slate being the pre- 
vailing rock. The steep slopes were, hoivever, very 
frequently covered with a talus of angular fragments, 
which obscured the structure of the lower portions of 
the mountains, at the same time that it revealed the 
nature of the higher strata, which would otherwise* have' 
been inaccessible. Red and green jaspery rocks, very 
hard and brittle, were abundant, with various fonns of 
greenstone, at times closely resembling syenife. These 
were evidently the same rocks as had been met with 
in the neighbourhood of Hanle, and along the river 
for some way below that toivn. Their recurrence here, 
therefore, tended to confirm what had for some time ap- 
peared to me to be the prevailing strike of these forma- 
tions, namely, from S.S.E. to N.N.W. 

After following the course of the Indus for about 
eight miles, we turned abruptly to the left, ascending a 
narrow gorge, in which a considerable stream flowed 
from the south-west. The slope was, from the first, con- 
siderable, and the course of the ravine very winding. 
Steep rocky clifis rose precipitously on both sides, and 
generally approached so close to one another that their, 
tops coidd not be seen. The channel of the stream was 
at first stony and quite bare, but after a mile bushes of 
the Myriearia became common, fringing the stream, but 
nowhere growing at any distance from it. These gra- 
dually increased in size and abundance, and at our 
camping place, three miles from the commencement of 
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the ravine, they were generally small trees, many of them 
not less than fifteen feet in height, with stout erect trunks 
five or six inches in diameter. 

The morning of the 21st of September was bright and 
clear, and intensely frosty, the unsettled weather which 
had continued since our leaving Hanle having quite dis- 
appeared. Our road still lay up the gorge, which had 
quite the same appearance as on the previous day. High 
precipices, or very steep banks, hemmed in the stream 
on both sides. Small trees of Myricaria still continued 
abundant ^in the immediate vicinity of the water; else- 
where, all was as desolate as ever. Some of these trees 
were not less than a foot in diameter; the trunk was 
generally very short, often branching vdthin a foot of the 
l)ase. At intervals there was a good deal of aUuviuin, 
partly in the shape of coarse conglomerate, partly a fine 
micaceous sand, filling up the recesses at the bends of 
the ravine. After three mUcs, the ravine suddenly ex- 
[)anded into a naiTOw plain, the surface of which was 
irregularly undulating, and completely encrusted with 
salt. As this plain was interesting in consequence of 
the production of borax, we encamped on the bank of 
the little stream about a mile from the end of the 
gorge, and remained stationai’y the next day in order to 
examine the nature of the locality in which the borax is 
found. 

As the day’s journey was a very short one, we arrived 
at the salt plain by eight o’clock a.m. The air was still 
quite frosty. While our tents were being pitched on a 
dry bank a little way above the stream, we proceeded to 
its bank, and' were not a little surpiised to find the water 
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quite tepid, notwithstanding the extreme cold of the air. 
On procuring a thermometer, it was found to have a 
temperature of 69°. Advancing up the stream, we found 
that numerous hot springs rose on its banks, and some- 
times under the water. The hottest of these had a tem- 
perature of 174°. Trom these springs gas was copiously 
evolved, smelling strongly of sulphur; and in their im- 
mediate neighbourhood the water of the little river had a 
faintly sulphurous taste, though elsewhere it was quite 
pure and good. The stream, which was perhaps twenty 
feet wide, was usually rather deep.' Dense ^masses of 
aquatic weeds, chiefly species of ZnnnichelUa and Vota- 
mopeton, grew in the water, and along the margins their 
dead stems, mixed with mud, formed immense banks, 
scarcely strong enough to bear the weight of a man, and 
yet seemingly quite solid. A small cmstaceous animal 
was common among the weeds, but though I searched 
with care I could find no shells. The stream was full 
of fish, which swarmed among the w^eeds, and darted 
backwards and forwards in the tepid water in immense 
shoals. They were generally about six inches in length, 
and appeared to my inexperienced eye to belong to two 
or three species, all different from those which had been 
seen at Hanle. In the hottest water of the hot springs 
I collected tlnee species of Conferva. 

The existence of the tree Myricaria in the gorges be- 
tween Pugha and the Indus, which had appeared to us at 
the time very remarkable, was fully explained by the oc- 
currence of the hot springs, and the consequent high 
temperature of the water of the stream, and was pecu- 
liarly interesting as an illustration of the influence of 
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temperalure upon vegetation. It may fairly be con- 
sidered, I think, as a proof, that arboreous vegetation 
docs not cease at great elevations in consequence of the 
rarefaction of the air, but only on account of the dimi- 
nution of temperature which usually accompanies in- 
creased elevation. The trees of Mpicaria, it must be 
observed, came abruptly to an end with the ravine, none 
occurring on the open plain. We cannot suppose that 
the trifling increased elevation caused their disappearance ; 
it seems probable that the narrow Avails of the gorge, by 
concentrating the heat, prevented its escape, and that, 
therefore, the temperature was more elevated than in 
the open plain, where the action of winds and free radia- 
tion combined to lower it. The occurrence of fish in 
the water of Pugha, at an elevation of nearly 15,500 
feet above the level of the sea, is also very remarkable, 
and still more strikingly demonstrative of the same fact, 
inasmudi as it would certainly not have been very sur- 
prising that air at that elevation should, from its rarity, 
be insufficient for the support of life in' animals breathing 
by gills. 

At the gorge, where the narrow ravine expands into 
the lake plain of Pugha, the rock is clay-slate, but the 
hills whi(h skirt the open plain are micaceous schist, 
varying much in appearance, often Avith large cry.stals of 
garnet, and crumbling rapidly to decay. On the surface 
of the plain lay many scattered boulders of a peculiar 
kind of granite, evidently transported from a considerable 
distance along the stream ; and in all the central parts of 
the plain, a very remarkable conglomerate in jjorizontal 
strata, consisting of angular fragments of the surrounding 
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rocks, cemented together by calcareous matter, was ob- 
served. 

The whole of the plain is covered, to the depth of 
several feet at least, with white salt, principally borax, 
which is obtained in a tolerably pure state by digging, 
the superficial layer, which contains a little mixtmc of 
other saline matters, being rejected. There is at present 
little export of borax from Pugha, the demand for the 
salt in Upper India being very limited, and the export 
to Europe almost at an end. 

lit has long been known that borax is produced naturally 
in difterent parts of Tibet, and the salt imported thence 
into India was at one time the principal source of supply 
of the European market. I am not aware that any of 
the places in which the borax is met with had previously 
been visited by any European traveller, but the nature 
of the localities in which it occurs has been the subject 
of frequent inquiry, and several more or less detailed 
accounts have been made public. These differ consider- 
ably from one another, and no description tliat I have met 
with accords with that of the Pugha valley. Mr. Saun- 
ders* describes (from hearsay) the borax lake north of 
Jigatzi as twenty miles in circumference, and says that 
the borax is dug from its rajirgins, the deeper and more 
central parts producing common salt. From the account 
of Mr. Blanef, who describes, from the information of 
the natives, the borax district north of Lucknow, and, 
therefore, in the more western part of the course of the 
Saiqm, it would appear that the lake there contains bo- 
racic aciij, and that the borax is artificially prepared by 
* Turner’s Tibet, p. 406. f PliU. Tr. 1787, p. 297. 
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bazaar or collection of shops, which may now almost be 
designated a small native town, Simla contains nearly 
400 houses, scattered along the crest of different moun- 
tain ranges. Its situation is a most favourable one, on the 
main range of mountains south of the Sutlej river, at a 
point where a massive peak rises to a,height of 8100 
feet, and on the nearest part of the ridge to the plains of 
India, which is sufficiently elevated, well wooded, and 
situated favourably with regard to water. The greater 
part of the station is built on the main range, partly 
surrounding the peak of Jako, and partly on the ridge 
running north from it, at an elevation of about 7000 
feet, as far as a smaller culminating point of the range,* 
which is by the inhabitants named Prospect Point. At 
this point the main range turns sharply to the west, and 
the station is continued for nearly a mile on a spur 
which runs towards the north, passing through the sta- 
tion of Jutog. From the scattered position of the houses, 
the extent of Simla is much more considerable than the 
bare statement of the number of houses might lead one 
to suppose. The northern ridge extends almost font 
miles, and the circuit of Jako, by the principal road, 
which is from 500 to 1000 feet below the summit, mea- 
sures five miles. 

In consequence of the sudden elevation of the mountain 
range at the place where Simla has been built, there is a 
most complete and surprising change in the vegetation 
and general appearance of the scenery. During the last 
ascent on the road from the plains this is sufficiently 
perceptible, although from the great ravages which the 
prmnmity of so large a population has made in the oak 
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woods, only a few stunted bushes are now left on the 
southern exposure. Between the plains and Simla the 
hills are totally devoid of trees, but immediately on gain- 
ing the top of the ridge on which the station is built, we 
entmr a fine forest, which covers all the broader parts of 
the range, especially the slopes which have a northern 
aspect, stretching down on these in many places to the 
bottom of the valleys, fiilly 2000 feet. 

The nature of the forest varies a good deal with the 
exposure and with the quality of the soil. By far the 
greater part consists of an oak and a rhododendron, 
bom small evergreen trees, rarely exceeding thirty or 
for^ feet, with wide-spreading arms and rugged twisted 
bratiches. A species of Andromeda is also very com- 
mop, and a hoUy, an Emnymas, Bhamnus, and Ben- 
iheonia, are the other more common trees, if we except 
the Coniferd, of which four species occur. Of these, 
Bims longifolia is common at the western or lower ex- 
tremity of the station, and prevails, to the exclusion of 
any other tree, on the dry sunny spurs which run towards 
Ihe south, at elevations from 7000 to 5000 feet. This 
species is, of all the Indian pines known to me (except its 
near ally P . Khasyana), that which is capable of enduring 
the most heat, and at the same time the greatest variation 
in amount of moisture ; as it is found at elevations of not 
more than 1000 feet above the level of the sea, equally 
in the hot humid valleys of Sikkim, where it enjoys a 
perpetual vapour-bath, and on the dry sandstone hills of 
the upper Punjab, on which rain hardly ever falls. It 
is only, however, at low elevations, *where the mean tem- 
perature is high, that it is capable of supporting a great 
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amount of humidity, for in the damp climates of the 
Himalaya it is entirely wanting, except in the deepest 
valleys; and even in the drier districts it b always 
observed to select the sunnier, and therefore warmer 
exposures. Its upper limit is usually about 7000 feet 
above the level of the sea, though on Jako at Simla a few 
stunted trees rise as high as 7700 feet. 

Pinm mcelsa is also a very common species at Simla, 
particularfy on the southern face of Mount Jako, which 
is the highest part of the ridge. AUes Smithiana, the 
third conilerous tree, is exceedingly rare, a few trees only 
occurring in a shady ravine facing the west ; while the 
deodar, the fourth species, is common on the southern 
and western slopes of Jako, above 7000 feet ; and again 
in shady groves at the bottom of the valleys on both sides 
of the ridge, as low as 6000 feet. This beautiful tree, 
the cedar of the Indian mountains, seems limited to the 
western half of the Himalayan range, extending from 
the most westerly part of Nipal, as far as the mountains 
of Affghanistan. It was first described by Roxburgh 
from specimens sent to him from Kamaon, at a tinie 
when the western Himalaya was almost inaccessible to 
Exiropeans, under the name by which it is known to the 
inhabitants of that province, as well as in Kashmir. It 
is, however, singularly enough, not knovra by that name 
in the Simla hills, where it is called Kelu; another 
conifer, Cupresma tondosa, a rare tree in the district, 
having usurped the name, as well as the sacred character, 
of ’deodar. 

In the thick woods of Simla, a large white monkey, 
the Itanpm of the natives, is very common. These ani- 
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Tnft^a mov^ about in large flocks, in which may be seen 
individuals cd all $izes and ages, and seldom remain 
more than a few hours in one place. They are in con- 
stant motion, leaping from bough to bough and fi’om 
tree to tree, chattering constantly ; and, notwithstanding 
their ^eat size, are in general harmless, though ready 
enough to defend themselves if assailed. 

The forest extends in parts close up to the peak of 
Jako, which has an elevation of 8180 feet. The very 
summit, however, which is a short flat ridge, and a 
considerable part of the east and south fece, are bare 
and grassy, or covered with scattered shrubs. The more 
conunon shrubby forms of the vegetation of the tempe- 
rate zone, are Salix, Eosa, Eubus, Lonicera, Viburnum, 
Berberis, Indiffofera, and Primepia, all, except the two 
last, quite European. Indiyofera forms a remarkable 
exception, and one well worthy of note, as the genus is 
a very tropical one, although its shrubby species are 
particularly abundant' throug^iout the whole of the west- 
ern Himalaya. These shrubby species, however, con- 
stitute a particular section of the genus, very distinct 
in habit, and in the large size and bright colour of the • 
flower, from the more orchnary forms, and they are con- 
fined to the drier parts of the mountains, being quite 
wanting in the humid climate of Darjeeling and Khasya, 
and almost entirely so in the mountains of the Peninsula. 

The herbaceous vegetation of the spring months quite 
corresponds, in the temperate nature of its forms, with 
what has been found to be the case with the trees and 
shrubs ; but during the rainy season, as has been well 
pointed out by Dr. Royle in his valuable essay on the 
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distribution of Himalayan plants, this is much less 
markedly the case. At the commencement of spring, in 
April (for March is still too cold for much vegetation), 
the weather being generally bright, though with occa- 
sional heavy showers, the earliest flowers are species of 
Viola, Fragaria, Geraninm, Veronica, Valeriana, add 
dandelion. From April, as summer advances, the tem- 
perature gradually rises, till towards the end of June, 
when the rainy season commences. These months are 
generally dry, and if no rain falls the heat is sometimes 
considerable, the thermometer rising as high as 80° in 
the shade. StiU the flora is almost entirely temperate, 
the early spring jdants being succeeded by many others 
of European families, principally Hamnculacea, Bosacea, 
Labiates, Btellates, Polygonaceee, Epilobiacees, Primtdacea, 
etc. I can scarcely enumerate a single spring flowering 
plant which does not belong to an European family, unless 
Arum be an exception, which it can hardly be considered, 
the flowers only being displayed during May and June, 
while the leaves do not make their appearapce untd 
after the rainy season has commenced.- Few sj^es are, 
however, identical with those of Europe, except Stettaria 
media, Cerastimn vdgatum. Taraxacum officinale, V&r- 
haecum Thapevs, Thymus Serpyllmi, and Poa annua. 

The rainy season generally commences about the 20th 
of June, or between that date and the end of the month, 
and continues till the middle or end of September, with 
occasional intermissions, rarely exceeding a week at a 
time. During the rains the atmosphere is exceedingly 
moist, dense fogs usually prevailing when r^ does not 
fall. The rain-fall is probably more considerable at 
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Simla than in the lower ranges, which are nearer the 
plains, for it has been observed that ranges of 7-8000 
feet (which are generally for this reason well wooded), 
attract much moisture, and the peak of Jako and other 
parts of Simla are frequently observed from the stations 
of Sabathu and Kussowlee, to be covered with dense 
clouds or mist, at times when at the latter places the 
weather is bright and clear. 

The commencement of the rainy season is the signal 
in the mountains, as it is very universally throughout 
India, wherever that, season is well marked, for the 
appearance of a very vigorous and luxuriant growth of 
plants of annual growth, the seeds (or rootstocks) of 
whidi had been lying dormant in the soil awaiting the 
access of heavy rain. At Simla, as elsewhere in the 
temperate region of the Himalaya, we find at this 
season numerous species of Balsams, Acanthacea, Or- 
chide^B, and Lahiata, several (gentians and Cichoracea, a 
great many grasses and Oyperacece, and species of Par- 
nassia, Prosera, Pediadaris, Boscoea, Pipsams, Thalic- 
trum, Urtica, etc., etc. Some of these are quite European 
genera, while others, as Boscoea, are interesting as belong- 
ing to orders whose maxima occur in very humid cli- 
mates. The Lahiatee of the rainy season are mostly 
species of Plectranthm and Plsholtsia, both quite Indian 
genera, and very extensively distributed in mountainous 
districts. Balsams are quite an Indian order, and they 
seem everywhere, as has already been remarked by Dr. 
Royle and by Dr. Wight, to abound in humid shady 
places, either in dense forest or on the stony banks 
of mountain streams, in the drier districts only during 
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the rainy season, but in more humid countries more or 
less throughout the year. The OrchidecB of Simla are 
entirely terrestrid, the dryness and cold of the winter 
months being greater than are compatible with the oc- 
currence oS epiphytical species of this natural order, and 
for the same reason, I presume, Melastoniaceis, so abun- 
dant in the Eastern Himalaya, are quite wanting. 

Among the many advantages of situation by which 
Simla is (Aiaracterized, one of the most fortunate is its 
position Ml a part of the mountain range which lies 
transversely to the ordinary direction of the chain, so 
that the view towards the plains of India, as well as up 
the Sutlej valley, is very much more extensive than would 
be obtaiiM^, had the station been sifuated in a less fa- 
vourable position. This advantage is further enhanced 
by the sudden rise in elevation of the chain, which 
enables a resident at Simla to overlook in the direction 
of the plains the continuation of the range which would 
otherwise obstruct the view. Towards the interior of 
the mountains, this advantage is not possessed by Simla ; 
for the ridge of Mahasu, which rises 1000 feet higher 
than the peak of Jako, obscures at least half of the 
snowy range, the view being Umited in that direction to 
the course of the valley of the Sutlej, and to the moiui- 
tains north of that river. 

With all these advantages of situation, the view from 
the peak of Jako is one of the most agreeable and di- 
versified, which occur in any part of the Himalaya; 
although, from the rather too level top of the mountain, 
and the intrusion of the forest almost to the very summit, 
the whole panorama cannot be embraced at once. Im- 
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liiediately tmd^ the eye are the numerous spurs and 
ridges covered with scattered houses, and the deep ra- 
vines which terminate the ste^ slopes below the station ; 
towards the plains, the whole valley of the Gambar • is 
seen, with the stations of Sabathu and Kussowlee, the 
church and esplanade of the former appearing low down 
almost within a stone’s throw, while the brilliant white 
of the houses of Kussowlee, more nearly on a level with 
the eye, sparkle in the sunbeams. The ridge of Kus- 
sowlee in one place excludes the view of the plains, but 
to the right they may be seen stretching away in the dis- 
tance^ and only recognizable at last by the track of the 
Sutlg river, which, from the very remarkable ciuve close 
to ita exit from the mountains, may be traced as far as 
vision can extend, a distance of 1 1 6 miles*. To the north 
a valley stretches from Simla as far as the Sutlej river, 
distant about fifteen miles, so direct that the greater 
part of it is seen, though the river itself is concealed. 
East of north a bng partially wooded ridge, about four 
miles distant at its nearest point, running parallel to the 
valley just mentioned, excludes the view of the nearer 
part of the Sutlej valley ; but the lofty ranges north of 
that river, fcovered with dense forest, and backed by 
masses'of brilliant snow, close in the view in that direc- 
tion. Due east lies the Mahasu ridge, covered on the 
Simla slopes with a dense forest of deodar ; and to the 
south, across the valley of the Giri, towards which nume- 
rous rugged ridges run, is the mountain called the Chor, 
the highest peak of the range which separates the Giri 

* In this I allow 800 feet for the height of Loodiana above the level 
of the sea. 



PEAK OP JAKO. 


S5 


1847.] 

from the Tons, the crest of which is upwards of 12,000 
feet in height. 

From the peak of Jako, the serpentine course of the 
range, which prevails univeraally throughout the Hima- 
laya, may be well traced, as the eye of the spectator, 
following the direct course of the ridge, can observe 
numerous turns in its course, each of which, from the 
great foroihortening, appears much more abrupt than it 
really is. At each curve the range rises into a peak, 
while the intermediate portions are lower and excavated 
into “cols” or passes. In the concavity of each bend 
of the range is situated the head of a valley, numerous 
small spurs dividing the different ravines which unite to 
form it ; while on the convex side, from the high portion 
of the ridge, is given off a branch of the range, forming 
a separation between two adjacent valleys, each of which 
occupies a concavity in the main range of mountain. 

On my arrival at Simla on the 25th of May, I found 
that Major A. Cunningham, of the Bengal Engineers, 
and Captain Henry Strachey, of the 66th Regiment N.I., 
were to be my fellow-travellers, the former having been 
appointed the head of the mission. As Captain Strachey 
had to travel from Dinapore, it was evident that some 
time would elapse before he would arrive at Sknla, nor 
was it till the beginning of August that the completion of 
the necessary preliminaries rendered it possible for us to 
commence our journey. I took advantage of this delay 
to make myself as far as possible acquainted with the phy- 
sical features and vegetation of the surroimding country, 
though the necessary preparations for the approaching 
journey occupied a good deal of time, and . the commence- 
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ment d the rainy season rendered travelling difficult, and 
even out-of-door exercise unpleasant. I have already at- 
tempted to convey an idea of the general physical aspect 
of the scenery, which, after a short residence has made 
one famiKar with the structure of the ridges, appears very 
simple. Situated on the dividing range, by which the 
waters of the Giri, a tributary of the Jumna, on the left, are 
separated from those of the tributaries of the Sutlej on the 
right, the spectator looks into two of the immense basins 
into which the Himalaya is divided by transverse ranges 
running parallel to the great rivers ; and after a short 
time he finds that the chaos of mountains, which at first 
perplexed the eye and confused the mind, gradually 
resolfes itself into a definite shape, each ridge being 
capable of being referred to its parent, and that in its 
turn to a branch of the main chain. Erom his com- 
manding position he can also see that the main range is 
generally more elevated than its branches, and that each 
chain, by a succession of sudden sinkings, diminishes in 
elevation, each peak being lower than its predecessor. 
Nowhere in the wide tract of country visible is there 
the least approach to a system of parallel ridges, such as 
is indicated by the distant view of these mountains. On 
the conferaiy, it is seen that the great ranges are, though 
very irregularly, perpendicular to the general direction of 
the mountain mass, and that it is only the shorter spurs 
which have a general uniformity of direction. 

Nor could I find in the structure of the mountains 
around Simla any confirmation of the view entertained 
by Humboldt of the sudden elevation of the Himalaya 
out of a vast fissure in the external crust of the earth. 
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However plausible such a view might appear when the 
Himalaya is contemplated as a whole (on a map), without 
any portion of its extent being under the eye, I found 
it, on the spot, quite impossible to conceive in what way, 
after such a sudden elevation, any power in the least 
analogous to existing forces could have excavated out 
of the solid rock those numerous valleys, so various in 
direction, so rugged in outline, and so vast in dimen- 
sions, which now furrow the mountain mass. 

On the contrary, the conclusion has been forced upon 
me that these mountains have emerged extremely gra- 
dually from an ocean, of the existence of which, at 
very various levels, the most evident traces are, I think, 
discoverable. The present configuration of the surface 
must, I do not doubt, have been given to it during 
periods of rest, or of very slow elevation, the action of 
the sea upon submerged rocks being so very superficial 
that no denudation takes place at any great depth. 
During the period of emergence of the Himalaya, from 
the great length of the present valleys, which extend 
between parallel ranges far into the interior, the coast 
must have borne a strong resemblance to that of Norway 
at the present day, numerous promontories projecting far 
into the sea, and separated from one another by narrow 
and deep bays. 

The geological structure of the Himalaya between 
Simla and the plains is not easily discovered by the cur- 
sory observer. The general basis of the mountains is clay- 
slate, occasionally very micaceous, passing into a coarse 
sandstone, but here and there limestone occurs inter- 
stratified. The dip is extremely variable, and the rocks. 
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whatever their age, are evidently highly metamorphosed. 
'The tertiary formations, so well lUnstrated by Falconer 
and Cautley, extend all along the base of the mountains, 
and penetrate in some places far into the valleys, for cer- 
tain rocks in the neighbourhood of Sabathu have been 
indicated by Major Vicary, which appear to be of the 
same age, or perhaps of a still older tertiary epoch. 
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Leave Simk — Maliasu Bidge — Pine Forest — Summit of Mabasu — 
Vegetation of Northern Slope — Fagu — Theog — Mattiana — Culti- 
vated Vafley — Nagkanda — Ascent of Hattu — Forest of Pine and 
Oak — Vegetation of Summit — ^View from top of Mountain — Plain- 
ward slopes bare of forest, while those facing the' interior are well 
wooded — Cultivation at 9600 feet — ^Descent from Nagkanda towards 
Sutlej — ^Pamp shady Eavine densely wooded — Kotgarh — Cultivation 
— Kapid Descent — Change of Climate — Tropical Vegetation — ^Eam- 
pur — Swing-bridge — ^Diurnal fluctuations in level of Eiver — Gaora 
— Serahan — ^Tranda — Western boundary of Kunawar. 


On the 2nd. of August, 1847, every necessary preparar 
tion having been completed, and the oftcers of the mis- 
sion having received the instructions of the Governor- 
General to proceed to Ladakh, and thence to take 
severally such direction as they should consider most 
conducive to the increase of our knowledge of these -coun- 
tries, Major Cunningham, Captain Strachey, and myself 
left Simla. 

The route selected as most eligible, in ordw to seach 
Hangarang and Piti, to which we had been instructed in 
the first place to proceed, lay up the course of the Sutlej 
river, through Kunawar. The advanced period nf the 
season, at which almost constant rain might be expected. 
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rendered the river route, on which at most stages tolera- 
ble shelter is obtainable, preferable to that by the Pabar 
valley, and the Bruang (or Borendo) pass, which other- 
wise we should have preferred, from its passing through 
a more elevated tract of country. 

From Simla the first day’s journey towards the inte- 
rior of the mountains is usually to Fagu, a distance of 
fourteen miles. Here, and for several stages farther, 
as far as the road lies through British territory, there are 
houses (bungalows, as they are termed in India) provided 
by Government for the accommodation of travellers, upon 
the payment of a small fixed sum per diem. Though 
oftai in bad repair, and therefore very uncomfortable 
in rainy weather, these houses (which occur also be- 
tween Simla and the plains) are a very great conve- 
nience, as they enable tourists to dispense with the 
carriage of tents. 

The difficulty of making a start, from the small num- 
ber of porters procurable for our baggage, was so great 
that it was 8om% tinie after dark before I reached the 
Pagu bimgalow, in the midst of an extremely heavy fall 
of rain, which had commenced about sunset, after a fair 
though lowering day. The road from Simla to Fagu 
follows throughout the course of the main range, not 
always on the very crest of the ridge, but seldom at any 
great distance from it. After passing round the peak of 
Jako, it turns northward, and descends abruptly about 
600 feet, to a low part of the ridge, elevate^ Rbout 6800 
feet, and quite bare of trees, the micaceous slaty rock 
being in many places exposed. The ridge continues in 
a north-east direction for nearly four miles, varying very 
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little in level, only one short and rather steep ascent oc- 
curring to a peak whe|p a spur branches off to the south, 
beyond which the road t^ain slightly descends. About 
half-a-mile to the north of this little ridge, on the slope 
of the hill below the road, there is a small cluster of trees 
of Cupremis tondosa, a species of cypress, one of the rarer 
conifers of the Himalaya ; the most favourite situation of 
which seems to be on very steep mountains in the inte- 
rior, at elevations of from seven to nine thousand feet. 
It was found abundantly by Major Madden* on Shall, a 
peak twenty miles east of Simla, and it appears to extend 
thence west as far as Simla, where it occurs in several 
places on hot, dry, and very bare rocky hOls, as low as 
six thousand feet. 

About four miles from Simla, a sudden increase in the 
elevation of the range takes place, and at the same time 
it turns abruptly towards the south-east. The road 
ascends the steep face of the ridge, in a series of zigzags, 
rather steeply, with a deep ravine on either hand, that 
to the right bare, while on the left there is first a thicket 
of rose and willow bushes, and further on an oak-wood, 
of a species {Quercus floribmda of WaUich) different from 
that common at Simla, and indicative of greater elevation, 
though here growing- with Bhododendron and Jndromeda, 
common Simla trees. When near the top of the ascent, 
the road bends rapidly to the right, keeping on the south 
face of the ridge, and passing under but close to a Small 
house, built on the very crest of the ridge, at an elevation 
of about 8000 feet. Close to this bungalow, which oc- 
cupies a most excellent site, forest commences, and the 
* Journal of Agr. Hort. Soc. Calc. vol. It. 
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road runs for a mile through fine trees of deodar and 
spruce {AUes Smithima), generajjjr on the very crest of 
the ridge, looking doi^m towards the east into a deep and 
broad valley. Right across this valley, north-east, rises 
the remarkable peak of Shali, a bold rocky mass sloping 
gently to the south, while to the north, which seems to 
overhang the Sutlej valley,, it is cut OS' very abruptly. 
This highly beautiful moimtain, the tennination of a 
northerly spur, given off close to Mattiana, is hardly 
visible from Simla, its top only being seen from some of 
the more northerly houses. 

Erom an elevation of about 8000 feet at its north-west 
end, the Mahasu ridge rises, at first gradually, to at least 
9000 feet, and as it is throughout well wooded, the road 
along it is extremely beautiful. On the earlier part of 
the ridge, the forest consists chiefly of })ine, JP. ewcelsa 
and Abies Smitkiam being abundant, and more especially 
the deodar, which, on the slope fiicing the west, may be 
seen in the greatest profusion, thousands of young ticcs 
springing up in dense masses, on the slopes which have 
been bared by the axe, or still more destructively by the 
fires of the hill-men. 

After about five miles of what, in the Himalaya, may 
be called tolerably level road, another sudden ascent fol- 
lows, the road inclining rather to the northern slope of 
the mountain, and entering a dense forest of large mas- 
sive pines, intermixed with two species of sycamore, and 
a fine cherry, which relieve the otherwise too gloomy 
fohage of the coniferous trees. A magnificent climbing 
vine, which attaches itself to the tallest trees, rising in 
light green coils round their trunks, and falling in graccfid 
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festoons froin the branches high over head, adds much 
to the elegance of the stene, and renders it, in the ex- 
pressive words of Griffith, who was familiar with the 
rich vegetation of the humid forests of the Eastern Hi- 
malaya, the only true Himalayan forest of the western 
mountains. 

On this ascent the road rises to about 9000 feet, the 
crest of the Mahasu ridge being, according to Captain 
Herbert, 9200 feet. The large size and dense shade of 
the trc(;s, and the abundance of Abien Smitldann, of the 
sycamore, and of the gigantic vine, give the forest a totally 
dilferent ai)])carance from that of Simla, and the under- 
growth presents also a considerable amount of novelty ; 
a species of currant, a fine Sjnrmt, Imligofera ciropur- 
purea, and fine species of Horn and liuhns, forming 
thickets under the tall trees. This forest, indeed, from 
its dense shade, and great humidity, exhibits a much 
greater contrast to the ordinary temperate vegetation of 
the Himalaya, than is usually observed below 9000 feet, 
at which chwation the upper temperate, or subalpiue 
vegetation, begins fiiirly to predominate over that Avhich 
is prevalent from 5000 to 9000 feet. 

On reaching the summit of the steep ascent, the. road 
again gains the crest of the ridge, which consists of a 
succession of rounded knolls, cover(“d with grass, and 
quite bare of trees, the forest rising almost, but not 
quite, to the top. On the very siunmit of one of the 
first of these knolls, is a small woodcai shrine or temple, 
of a form common in the hills; the top of a moun- 
tain, or the summit of any very steep ascent, being 
usually selected as a proper spot for the erection of a 

D 
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sacred building by Indian mountaineers, in whose super- 
stition every hill and grove is tenanted by supernatural 
beings. 

The steep ascent on the northern shoulder of Mahasu, 
from 8000 feet, and even lower, to above 9000 feet, is 
the great seat of the potato cultivation in the neighbour- 
hood of Simla. The steepest slopes seem to be ])referred 
for this purpose, if they have only a sufficiency of soil, 
which is very light, loose, and stony. The undergi’owth 
of shrubs is cleared away entirely on the spot wheue 
potatoes are planted, but the pine forest is only partially 
thinned, the tall straight trunks allowing of a free circu- 
lation of air below, while the thick braiuilies above afford 
the amount of shade requisite for the crop. The potatoes 
are planted in rows in May ; and, early in June, when the 
plants have attained a height of a few inches, the soil is 
earthed up roimd their stems in low ridges, llie rains 
commence in the latter part of June, and during their 
contiimance nothing is done to the crop, beyond keeping 
it clear of weeds. The steepness of the slope seems to 
afford a sufficient drainage to prevent any injury from the 
great rain-fall and constant humidity, 'fhe growth of the 
plants is exceedingly luxuiiant, the foliage being tail and 
bushy. By the middle of October, or after the close of 
the rains, the potatoes are dug and ready for market, 
supplying not only the station of Simla, but being de- 
spatched in great quantities to the plains of India, where 
the potato is only cultivated as a wnnter crop, and where, 
therefore, during the cold months, none are otherwise 
procurable. 

On the very summit of the Mahasu ridge, there are a 
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few trees of Quercus semicarpifolia, the alpine oak of 
the western Himalaya, an European-looking and partially 
deciduous species, and of Picea Webbiana, or Pindrow, 
the silver fir of the Indian mountains, a dark sombre- 
looking pine, abundant in the forests of the interior. 
These trees may be adopted as the characteristics of the 
subalpine zone, in every part of which, from 9000 to 
about 12,000 feet, which is the highest limit of tree 
vegetation in the Western Himalaya, they abound. On 
Mahasu they are entirely confined to the crest of the 
ridge, and form no part of the forest below. 

The d(iscent from the top of JVIabasu to the Pagu 
bungalow, is at first abrupt, the road leaving the ridge to 
enter the fonsst on tin; northern face, and winding down, 
after a few hundred yards of bare stony slope, among 
dense forest, among which it continues for a couple of 
miles, rising at last rather steeply to the crest of the 
ridge at the point where it resumes a northerly direction. 
Here the bungalow of Pagu has been built, at an eleva- 
tion of 8200 feet, at the very base of the steep mountain 
ridge beluBid, which rises abruptly, to a height of six or 
seven hundi’cd feet. The bungalow faces the north-east, 
and commands a most suj)e]-b view of the snowy range 
beyond the Sutlej, with occasional glimpses of the Jumno- 
Gangetic snows on the right hand. 

On my arrival at Pagu, in the midst of a pelting fall 
of rain, I found the bungalow alniady occupied by riiy 
fellow-travellers, and before a bright and comfortable 
fire I soon forgot the discomfort of my wet ride, which 
indeed was not to be complained of, as it was only what 
might fairly have been expected in the middle of the 

D 2 
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rainy season. The confusion among our baggage, how- 
ever, was so great, from its arriving irregularly and being 
set down hiuriedly by the drenched porters, anxious to 
escape as soon as possible to shelter, that it was not 
without difficulty I procured the necessary change of 
clothing. 

The morning of the 3rd of August was densely foggy, 
but without rain, and it was unanimously decided that it 
woidd be advisable to push on to the next stage, Mat- 
tiana, a distance of fifteen miles. Our anticipations of 
fair weather were imfortunatcly disappointed, for it began 
to rain heavily before ten o’clock, and coutiniied to do 
so with little intermission till nearly two, when it cleared, 
and the remainder of the day was fine. 

The whole day’s joimiey lay along the ridge, which 
scarcely fell below 7500 feet, and nowhere rose above 
9000 feet. Fagu is situated inuuediatcly above the 
valley of the river Giri, a large mountain stream, the 
most western tributary of the Jumna. A road across 
the Jumnetic valleys to Massuri descends abru])tly to- 
wards that river, descending more than 5000 feet in 
little more than five miles, and crossing the river by a 
bridge at an elevation of 3000 feet. The mountains to 
the right, which dip into the valley of the Gui, are bare 
of forest, with a good deal of cultivation in small ten’aced 
fields on the steep sunny slopes, while scattered houses, 
scarcely collected into villages, are seen here and there 
among the fields. On the left hand, again, the deep val- 
ley which runs towards the Sutlej is full of forest, not 
rising however to the ridge, which is bare, or lined only 
with scattered jungle of Indigofern, Demnodium, Spiraa, 
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roses, and brambles. It seems to be a constant rule 
that the depressions of the ridges are bare and open, 
while the more elevated portions are covered with forest. 
Probably the cause of this is the greater. humidity of the 
higher slopes, which attract the rain-clouds, while the 
lower ranges are dry. The currents of air which sweep 
up the valleys may also in part be the cause of the bare- 
ness of the ridges opposite their summits. 

At Thcog, nearly eight miles from Pagu, there is a fort 
belonging to a Rana, or hill chieftain, and a small village, 
with a good many fields. The cultivation at this great 
elevation, for the fields reach to at least 8000 feet, is 
principally of bai'ley, which is sown in early spring, and 
reaped in the. beginning or middle of June, according to 
the season. Beyond Theog the road rises a little, and is 
covered with brushwood on the l(;ft hand, but bare on the 
right, 'fhe high('st part of the road is about two miles 
beyond Tlwog, and has an ehwation of about 9000 feet. 
The northern face of this hill is prettily wooded Avith the 
holly-leaved oak, and covered with numerous large an- 
gular boulders, Avhose origin is rather difiicidt to explain. 
After passing this little hill the ridge sAveeps round to the 
left in a semicircle, ascending very gradually and gently 
to a low ridge, from the crest of which the bungaloAV of 
Mattiana cojnes into sight, at a distaiice of nearly two 
miles, the whole of Avhich is a gentle descent. The latter 
part of the road has a direction nearly due north, and 
the bungalow is situated in a v(!ry commanding posi- 
tion on the top of a little eminence, a quarter of a mile 
from the village, which occupies the slope of the hill 
facing the south-east, at a considerably lower level. 
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The hills on both sides of the bungalow, which has an 
elevation of 8200 feet, axe extremely steep, and descend 
at least 2000 feet. The valley on the left, tributary to 
the Sutlej, is well wooded, but that on the right is rather 
bare, with only a httle wood here and there in the ravines, 
and on the more shady exposures. 

' The slopes below Mattiana are covered with numerous 
scattered houses and a good deal of cultivation. A httle 
rice is grown during the rains, but the principal crops are 
barley and some wheat, somi in spring and reaped before 
the commencement of the rains. The opium poppy, also 
a spring crop, is cultivated to some extent in the lower 
part of the valley. It is sown in early spring, and the 
opium is gathered in June. 

On the morning of the 4th of August we resumed our 
journey, proceeding as far as Nagkanda, about thirteen 
miles. Nagkanda, like Mattiana and Fagu, lies exactly 
on the crest of the main range, south of the Sutlej, 
anu it is possible to proceed to it by a footpath along the 
ridge. The ascent, however, immediately north of Mat- 
tiana, where the ridge rises suddenly to nearly 10,000 
feet, is so steep, rocky, and difficidt, that it is cpiite im- 
passable for horses, and so nearly for loaded men, that 
a more easy, though somewhat longer road is always pre- 
ferred. I have more than once walked from Nagkanda 
to Mattiana by the upper road, and found it quite easy 
on foot, and so very beautiful as to be well worth a visit. 
The ascent from Mattiana is exceedingly steep, and facing 
nearly due south, very bai*e, stony, and barren ; but 
when the higher portion of the ridge has been gained, 
the remainder of the road lies through beautiful forest. 
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with much fine scenery — ^the earlier part steep and rocky, 
the remainder nearly level, till the last descent, and gene- 
rally on the north face of the range. 

On our present journey, however, we took the usual 
road, which descends from Mattiana to the valley im- 
mediately on the east, crosses it, and passes over a long 
sp»ir on its eastern side, into another valley, the head of 
which is immediately below Nagkanda, to which place 
the road ascends, at last very steeply. The ravine im- 
mediately below Mattiana is crossed at an elevation 
probably a little above OOOO feet, as the trees of the 
temperate region, such as the holly -leaved and woolly 
oak, Andromeda, and Rhododendron., continue to the 
very bottom of the descent ; and Pi/iu -9 e,veelm is com- 
mon on the eastern slope, a little Avay above the stream, 
which descwids very abruptly, like all the hill torrents 
n(!ar their sources, along a rocky channel, filled with 
large boulders. On the banks of the little stream there 
were a few trees of an Acacia, common in the lover 
forests, which Mi‘. Bentham considers a hairy variety 
of the Alhizzia Jidibrimn of western Asia. 1 observed 
also a Laurel, an Olive, Rhm, and the common Toon 
[Cedrela Toona), all iridicative of the commencement 
of a subtropical vegetation, Avliich no doubt must be 
abimdant on its banks a very few mih's further down. 
Few of the plants observ(;d in the valley were different 
from those common around Simla ; a species of Cara- 
t/ana, a Leguminous genus abundant in Siberia, and in 
the interior and more dry parts of the Himalaya, was 
]>erhaps the most interesting. 

The ascent from the ravine was well wooded in its 
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lower part with oak and pine. A few trees of a very 
handsome poplar (P. ciliata), a tall Avidely-branching 
large-leaved tree, occurred in its lower part, as did also 
Bentlianda fragifcra, and a yew, apparently undistin- 
guishable from the common European species. The up- 
per part of the ascent was bare and grassy. The spur 
is a steep one, descending rapidly from the main range, 
and the road winding round its shoulder does not ascend 
beyond 7000 feet, but as soon as it has gained the east- 
ern face continues nearly level, gradually a])proaclung 
the centre of the valley, and miiding along the hill-sides 
among numerous villages. The slopes ai-e generally 
bare; here and there in the hollows or recesses along 
the lateral streamlets there is some very fine forest. 

The appearance of this valley is considerably different 
fro}n that of any of those nearer to the plains. The po- 
pulation is considerable, and collected into villages, some 
of which occupy the lower part of the valley, and are 
surrounded by a good deal of cultivation and numerous 
walnut and apricot trees, the latter of which are said, 
in autumn, frequently to tempt the bears from the forest, 
to indulge in what to them is a grateful feast. The ripen- 
ing of the apricot in a valley, among forest, at an ele- 
vation of 7000 feet, indicates an imdoubted diminution 
of the rain-faU. Very little change, however, is observ- 
able in the wild vegetation till the upper part of the last 
steep ascent, when a number of species make their 
appearance which are strangers to the more external 
ranges. A species of hazel, as a tree, and Lappa, 
Achillea, Leomrm, Cheiranthm, and Bumew acetosa, as 
herbaceous plants, may be mentioned as instances, as 
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also a lax-paniculate Polygonum, with elegant panicles of 
white honey-scented flowers. 

Nagkanda bungalow, elevated 9300 feet above the 
level of the sea, is situated on a depression of the main . 
range, where it has a direction from west to east. The 
ridge to the west, towards Mattiana, is elevated little 
more than 10,000 feet, while to the east rises the peak 
of Ilattu to a height of 10,674 feet, by the determina- 
tion of the trigonometrical sm^vey. Here the range has 
approached nearer to the Sutlej, now distant only about 
twelve miles, than at any point since leaving Simla. The 
valley of the Sutlej being only 3000 feet above the level 
of the sea, while the mountains du'cctly opposite rise to 
1 2,000 feet, the scenery is of the grandest description. 
The river itself is nowhere \asible, the descent bt'ing so 
abrupt at the bottom that the intervening spurs entirely 
conceal it. 

The northern slope of the ridge on which Nagkanda 
stands, is occupied by a very deep valley, bounded by 
two long spui's, Avhich run towards the Sutlej. The 
whole of this valley is occupied by dense forest, a great 
part of which is pine, especially on the upper part of the 
deep receding bay which runs up nearly to the top of 
Hattu, the sides of which are covered ndth a dense som- 
bre forest of Picea IFchbiann (Pindrow). 

On the 5th of August, a portion of our baggage, which 
had been left at Fagu two days before, from a deficiency 
of porters, not having arrived at Nagkanda, it became 
necessary to halt, in order to give it a chance of reach- 
ing us. The day was fortunately fine, and we availed 
ourselves of the opportunity to ascend Hattu, Captain 
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Strachey taking with him his barometers, to verify theii* 
accuracy by the trigonometrically determined height of 
this moimtain, which n^as one of the stations of the 
Himalayan survey by Captain Herbert. As the top of 
the mountain is only about 1500 feet above the Nag- 
kanda bungalow, and the distance is nearly five miles, 
the ascent is an easy one. Tlie first mile is nearly level, 
and bare of wood on the ridge, though the - forest on 
both sides rises wnthin a few feet of the crest, which is 
bordered by brushwood. As soon as the ascent com- 
mences, the ridge becomes covered with forest, at first 
principally pine, spruce and silvci- fir {Picea) being the 
principal species. Yew is also very common, forming a 
fine tall tree, and the few non-couiferous trees are chiefly 
the alpine oak, sycamore, and cherry. The road, which 
at first ascends a w^estern spur, by degrees winds round 
to the face of the mountain, and finally ascends to the 
summit from the east. The wood on the upper part is 
entirely oak, and more open than the pine forest lower 
down. The top of the mountain is steep and bare to- 
wards the east, for about five hundred feet, with preci- 
pitous rocks thirty or forty feet high towards the west, 
below which the slope is exceedingly steep and rocky in 
that direction. 

The continuation of the main range towards the cast is 
at first lower than the peak of Hattu some fiOO or 700 
feet, but rises again to another peak within a ]nile. A 
long spur or ridge to the south-west is, however, for 
nearly two miles, within a few feet of the same height as 
the summit of Hattu, and rises at about that distance 
into a point, which probably rather exceeds it. It then 



TOP OF HATTtJ. 


43 


1847.] 

sinks rapidly towards the Giri river, the most easterly 
branch of which has its source in the ravine on the 
eastern face. 

On the top of Hattu there are .the remains of a square 
building, with very thick walls, I believe of native origin, 
and intended as a sort of fort, which, however, from the 
want of water, must have been quite untenable. It is 
now in ruins, its interior being filled with a wilderness 
of hemp, nettles, Galium Aparine, dock and other coarse 
plants. The grassy slopes of the sunnnit are covered 
with a luxiuiant herbage of Potenlillce, Labiata, Gen- 
fianacem, Ppilobium, Pvlppommi, and Aneumie, while a 
few stunted bushes of Quercus mmcarpifolia, a simple- 
leaved Pyrvsi, and a willow, are tlie only shrubby vegeta- 
tion. The forest, however, rises close to the base of the 
clifis on the western f£u«, and contains oil the species 
common on the ascent of the monutain, the vegetation 
of the sunmiit being in no respect peculiar, not even in 
early spring exhibiting any truly alpine plant. The 
mountain bamboo, a graceful small species of Arvndi- 
naria, which is extremely abundant in the Avoods of the 
upper temperate and snbalpine zones, adorns the rocky 
hollows close to the summit. 

In every dfrection except south, and along the ridge 
to the east, the view from the top of Hattu is very ex- 
tensive, as it overlooks all the peaks in the immediate 
vicinity. To the north the mountains of Kulu, which 
separate the valley of the Sutlej from that of the Beas, 
and 'from the upper Chenab, are most beautifully seen, 
their peaks rising above one another from west to east, 
till they enter the region of perpetual snow. Towards 
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the plains, in clear weather, the view must be superb j 
but in that direction there is so generally a hazy state of 
the atmosphere, that though I have ascended Hattu four 
times, I have never been fortunate enough to obtain a 
favourable day. 

In looking back from the summit of Hattu towards 
Simla and the plains, it may be observed that the country 
is well wooded, though wlien viewed from Simla or the 
heights of Mahasu the same moimtains had appeared 
almost bare. This diversity in the aspect of the country, 
according lo the direction from ivliich it is seen, is due 
to the ridges being well wooded on one face, ami bare of 
trees on the other. The plainward face is never, ex- 
cept under very exceptional circumstaneijs, at all wood(;d, 
wliilc the northern and eastern slopes arc generally covered 
witli forest. Probably the more direct influence of the 
sun, and the action of the strong winds which generally 
blow up the valleys towards the interior of the mountains, 
act in concurrence in drying the atmosphere, and check- 
ing the growth of trees on the southern and wcstcirn faces 
of the ridges. 

The shrubby and herbaceous vegetation of Hattu is 
exceedingly luxuriant. The more open glades of the 
forest are filled with an undergrowTh of tall balsams, 
annual-stemmed Acanthacece, Dijjsams, ComposUa; (among 
wdiich the beautiful Calimeris is very abundant), while in 
the drier pine-forest a graceful Uttle bamboo occurs, often 
to the exclusion of every other plant. It grows in dense 
tufts, eight or ten or even twelve feet high, the diameter 
of the stem not exceeding a quarter of an inch. The 
currant of the Mahasu ridge is also common, with many 



CULTIVATION. 


45 


1847.] 

of the same shrubs which are there abundant. The ridge 
close to Nagkanda is much drier, and has fewer peculiar - 
plants; the resemblance to the Simla flora being there 
very remarkable. 

On the southern slopes of this ridge, at elevations 
equal to that of Nagkanda bungalow, and even higher, in 
some places as high as 9500 feet, there are considerable 
patches of cultivation. Barley is probably the spring 
crop, but during the rains a good deal of buckwheat is 
cultivated. This plant will not thrive in the very humid 
regions, and is therefore indicative of a drier climate than 
that of Simla ; indeed, even the occurrence of cultivation 
at such an elevation, during the rainy season, satisfactorily 
proves the existence of a more moderate rain-fall and 
greater warmth than on the peaks nearer the plains, as 
for instance on the Mahasu ridge, on which, except the 
potato, no cultivation whatever is attempted during the 
rains, though there are a few fields of wheat or barley in 
one spot as high as 8000 feet. 

Our missing loads having arrived at Nagkanda on the 
evening of the 5th of August, we r(>smued om journey 
on the moniing of the Gth, marching to Kotgaih, ten 
miles. At Nagkanda we finally left the main range, and 
began to descend towards the valley of the Siitlej, follow- 
ing, at the commencement of our joiuney, a spur which 
runs from immediately west of the biingah)w directly 
towards the river. After about four miles we quitted 
this spur to descend into the valley on the right, after 
crossing which we ascended to Kotgarh, situated on a 
long spur descending from the peak of Hattu. The early 
part of the descent was very abrupt, through a forest of 
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large pines, principally P. exceha and spruce {Abies 
Smithiana). Some trees of the latter measured upwards 
of seventeen feet in circumference. Sycamore and cherry 
were also common in the forest, and a good many trees 
of Coryhis lacera, the hazel of the north-west Himalaya, 
were observed. The trees were festooned with the 
gigantic vine tdready noticed in the Mahasu forest. 
After the first two hundred feet of descent, the forest 
was less dense, and chiefly pine. PhododendroH arba- 
reum commenced about 1000 feet below Nagkanda, and 
was soon followed by the holly-leaved oak, and a little 
lower by Q. incana, the common hoary oak of Simla ; 
and by the time we had got down to 7000 feet, the 
vegetation was qmte similar to that of Simla. At a 
little below this elevation, the road leaves the crest of the 
ridge, which may be seen to continue in a northcjly 
direction, partly bare and partly pine-clad, and descends 
rapidly to the bottom of the deep ravine on the right. 
Soon after leaving the ridge we entered thick forest, 
and at the bottom of the ravine two considerable 
streams are crossed \rithin a very short distance of 
one another, at an elevation of about 5500 feet, the 
lowest level to wliicli we descended dining the day’s 
joimiey. Along the banks of these streams, which have 
a considerable inclination of bed, the forest is very dense 
and shady. Few of the trees are coniferous, nor do oaks 
in this part of the Himalaya select such moist localities.' 
Lauracea of several kinds, the horse-chesnut, alder, and 
hornbeam {Carpinus viminea), with Toon and Mlis, are 
the prevaUing trees. 

The streams which the road here crosses descend from 
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different parts of the ridge of Nagkanda. ' They occupy 
the bottom of deep ravines, and are in their whole course 
densely wooded. These ravines are, in their upper part 
especially, extremely steep and rocky, often with precipi- 
tous walls, and scarcely practicable even on foot. The 
denseness (ff the forest is principally due to their northern 
exposure, and to tlie consequent more equable tenqjera- 
ture and greater humidity. They contain many trees 
not previously observ'cd on the journey from Simla, 
though aU of them, I believe even the horse-chesnnt, 
occur in the very similar steep rocky ravines below b’agu. 
The alder is a common tree at 4-5000 feet in the north- 
western Himalaya, always in valleys and on the banks of 
streams. 

In this shady forest I collected a considerable mmiber 
of plants wliicli do not occur at Simla. A scandent 
Mydrmi^ea, the loosely-adliering bark of which sej)arates 
in long rolls like that of the birch, and is used as a sub- 
stitute for paper, was seen twining round the trunks of 
trees. 1 observed also a fine Calmihe, and abundance of 
AHenocaulou , a remarkable genus of Composite, which, 
till Mr. Edgeworth discovered a species in the Himalaya, 
was only known as a native of South America. In the 
thickest part of the forest in this ravine, I was also for- 
txmate enough to meet with a few specimens of Balano- 
phora, which here probably attains its westem limit. 
All these plants are abundant forms in the most humid 
parts of Nepal and Sikkim, and their presence may, I 
think, be regarded as indicative of a more equable tem- 
perature throughout the year than prevails in the more 
open parts of the Sutlej Himalaya. The range of moun- 
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tains on which Nagkanda stands certainly intercepts a 
great deal of moisture dming the rainy season, and there- 
fore makes the valleys on its northern aspect less humid 
at that period of the year. This would appear to be 
more than counterbalanced by the effect of the dense 
forest in keeping up moisture and preventing radiation 
during vrinter, for the cold and dryness of that season 
seem to have' a much greater effect in determining the 
cessation of the forms characteristic of the eastern Hima- 
laya, than the diminished rain-fall during the three 
months of the •rainy season. 

After crossing the stream at the bottom of the valley, 
the road advances in a northerly direction, at first gra- 
dually ascending through fine shady woods, but afterwards, 
turning to the right, mounting rapidly by very abnipt 
zigzags, up a bare dry hill-side, to the Kotgarh ridge. 
Here wc took up our quarters for the night, in a house 
the property of Captain P. Gerard, a little above the 
village of Kotgarh, at an elevation of about 7000 feet, in 
a fine grove of Pinus excelsa. 

Kotgarh, a large village, and the seat of an establish- 
ment of missionaries, was at one time a military post, and 
is interesting to the Himalayan traveller, from the fact 
of the detachment here stationed having been long com- 
manded by one of the brothers Gerard, whose labours in 
these mmmtains, geographical and meteorological, are so 
well known. It has, however, long been abandoned as 
a military station, the peaceable state of the hill popula- 
tion rendering it unnecessary to keep a garrison in these 
mountains. 

Captain Gerard’s house, in which we spent the night, 
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is elevated several hundred feet above the upper part of 
the village of Kotgarh, which occupies the steep face of 
the ridge directly overlooking the valley of the Sutlej. 
One reach of the river is visible from the front of the 
house, and the deep roar of the rapid stream was dis- 
tinctly audible, notwithstanding that we were still 
4000 feet above it. On the inommg of the 7th of 
August we rasumed our journey, descending abruptly 
through the village of Kotgarh to the Sutlej. At first 
the pine-forest which surrounded our night quarters, 
accompanied us domi the steep hill-side. It -was inter- 
mixed with a few scattered deodars ; and the shrubby 
find herbaceous vegetation was in all its features identi- 
cal with that of Simla. Soon, however, the descent was 
on a bare hill-side, and after reaching the village, the 
road, inclining to the right or east, kept nearly level 
for about a mile, passing through much cultivation, in 
terraced fields on the slopes. The crops were Kodon 
{TJeumie Coracam) and a cylindrical-headed Tnnicmn, 
both grains commonly cultivated in the plains of India. 
There were also many fields of Amarnnihm and Cltono- 
podium. The first of these is occasionally cultivated in 
all parts of the hills, its bright red inflorescence, in au- 
tumn, tinging with flame the bare mountain slopes. 
The Chenopodium was new to me as a cultivated grain, 
and is particularly interesting from its analogy with the 
Quinoa of South America. It is entirely a rain crop, 
and grows very luxuriantly, rising to a height of six or 
eight feet, withti perfectly straight stout very succulent 
green stem, and large deltoid leaves, either pale green 
or of a reddish tinge, and covered with grey mealiness. 

R 
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The seeds, which are extremely small, are produced in 
great abundance on all the upper part of the plant, and 
are ripe in September. 

For about a mile after leaving the village of Kotgarh, 
the descent was trifling, but the remainder of the road 
to the Sutlej was very steep, so that the change in the 
vegetation was sudden, commencing just at the point 
where Quercm incnna disappeared ; before which few 
plants indicating heat occurred. The want of wood, no 
doubt, assisted the rapidity of the change, for the heat 
soon became considerable. In the course of the descent, 
I noted all the new fonns as they occurred; but the exact 
order in which each individual species makes its appear- 
ance, depends so much upon accidental and imimportant 
circumstances, and is so likely to be affected by errors of 
observation, unless many series arc obtained in different 
aspects of the same slope, that it would lead to no ad- 
vantage to enumerate the species as they were met with. 
Nearly 1000 feet above the bed of the river, or at an ele- 
vation of about 4000 feet, the vegetation had become 
quite subtropical, species of Molhi^o, Folanisia, Cor- 
chorus, Leucas, Euphorbia, Microrhynchus, and the ordin- 
ary grasses and Cyperacere of the plains, being the com- 
mon weeds. The descent continued very abrupt, the 
heat increasing rapidly, till the road reached the bank of 
the Sutlej, at the village of Kepu, which occupies a flat 
piece of land overhanging the river. 

Having commenced our day’s journey before daybreak, 
in order to complete the march before the extreme heat 
had commenced, we stopped here to breakfast, under the 
shade of a fine mango-tree. , The neighbourhood of the 
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village was well cultivated, with extensive rice-fields and 
a fine grove of tropical trees — ^mango, Ficus Indica and 
reli^iosa, Melia Azcdarach and Azadirachta, Grewia, 
oranges, and plantains. Our late residence in a cool 
climate made us feel the heat much, though the tem- 
perature at nine in the morning was not much more 
than 80°. After breakfast, we continued our journey 
up the valley, to Nirt or Nirat, a distance of six or seven 
miles, and next day we reached Rampur, the capital 
of Basehir, twelve miles further, and still in the Sutlej 
valley. 

The district of Basehir is an independent hill state, 
govenied by a rajah, whose dominion also extends over 
Kunawar j it commences a very little north of Kotgarh, 
and occupies the south side of the river Sutlej and the 
mountain slopes above it, as far east as the confines of 
Kunawar. The valley of the Sutlej, in the western part 
of Basehir, from Rampur downwards, has an elevation 
of httle more than 3000 feet, Rampur (140 feet above 
the bed of the river) being 3400 feet above the level of 
the sea*. The river, at the season of our journey, which 
was the height of the rains, at which time it is at its 
largest, is an impetuous torrent, of great size, but very 
variable in breadth, foaming along over a stony bed, mth 
generally very precipitous rocky banks, and filled with 
large boulders. During the rainy season it is extremely 
muddy, almost milky, and deposits in tranquil parts of its 
course a considerable amount of white mud. The valley 
is generally very narrow, with steep bare hiUs on either 
side, quite devoid of trees and covered only with a few 
* Gerard’s ‘ Koonawur,’ Appendix, Table 3. 

E 2 
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scattered bushes and long coarse grass. In the bays or 
recesses on the mountain-sides, between the terminations 
of the rocky spiirs which descend to the river, the valley 
is often filled with a hard conglomerate rock, the cement 
of which is calcareous, evidently (geologically) of very 
recent origin. These patches of conglomerate are flat- 
topped, and often scarped towards the river, and are fre- 
quently 200 feet and more in thickness. They differ 
in degree of consolidation only from ordinary alluvial 
deposit, so that they appear to owe their preservation 
from the denuding effects of river action, to the calcare- 
ous matter, which has cemented the ])ebbles and sand 
into a solid rock. 

The road follows throughout the course of the river, 
rising sometimes 200-300 feet, to pass over rocky spm‘s ; 
at other times it lies on the surface of the boulder congk)- 
meratc, and more rarely close to the I'iver. Here and there 
is a small village, Avith a few rice-fields, but the greater part 
of the valley is utterly sterile. Like the valleys of the outer 
Himalaya, that of the Sutlej here exhibits a curious mix- 
ture of the ordinary vegetation of the ])lains, with forms 
which point out the mountainous natuix; of the country. 
The whole flora is strongly characteristic of a dry soil 
and an arid climate. The mountain ranges to the west 
and south, no doubt, intercept a good deal of rain ; and 
the lofty mountains, 10-12,000 feet in height, which, on 
the right and left, rise rapidly from the river, appro- 
priate to themselves a great part of the moisture which 
reaches the valley. We may, therefore, in the absence 
of direct meteorological observations, infer, from the 
physical structure of the valley, and froni the nature of 
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its vegetation, that its climate is drier than that of the 
valleys at the base of the Himalaya. 

The Sutlej valley cannot, of course, be properly corn- 
])ared with the base of the mountains farther east, where 
luxuriant forest covers all the slopes ; but when con- 
trasted with the Pinjor valley, or the low hills above 
Kalka, it is oidy on a careful comparison that a differ- 
ence is to be observed, and then, perhaps, more by the 
absence of forms abundant in them than by anjt marked 
addition of new ones. The ordinary shrabs of the Sut- 
h‘j, at 3000 feet, arc Adhafoda Vasica, Carma edulis, 
(.hlehrookea, Rotflern tineforia, and some species of liceh- 
meria, all characteristic of the outer hills, and the two 
first common plains plants. The remarkable Enjihorbia 
pt-ufaffom is also common. Bidea, Aic/le, and Morinya 
do not occur, nor aix! tluire any bamboos. TJacourtia 
Hf'piorin, Cdpjmris sepiaria, and Cainfropis, which are 
three of the commonest plants of the plains, were also 
not obsen’ed. A large white-flowered caper {Capparls 
obomta, Iloyle) and a glabrous /jizyplius were the most 
remarkable new forms. The herbaceous vegetation dif- 
fered scarcely at all from that of the ])lains, consisting 
chiefly of spticies which, during the rainy season, spring 
up in the lightest and driest soils. 

Mountain ]jlanta iverc only occasional, and mostly 
such as at Simla descend on the dry grassy slopes into 
the valleys ; a berberry and bramble {Ttitbm Jkwm), 
Plectranthm myosm, which is a grey and dusty-tooking 
shrub, Melissa unibrosa, Micromeria hifora, a little 
Gerammn, Ajuya parviflora, a Galium, Senecio, Apia- 
taxis candicans, and one or tw'o Umhellifem. They did 
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not, however, amount to a twentieth part of the whole 
vegetation, and the aspect of the flora was quite sub- 
tropical. A little Eriophonm, which is everywhere 
common in arid places at the base of the Himalaya, 
from Assam to the Indus, was frequent in the crevices 
of the rocks. Perns were very scarce, only tn^o or three 
being obseryed. 

The town of Rampiu’ is a considerable place, on a 
small lev^l tract of ground, about a himdred feet above 
the bed of the river Sutlej, which it overhangs. The 
houses are substantially built, in the form of a square, 
with an open space in the centre ; they are mostly one- 
storied, and have steeply-sloping slated roofs. The 
town has a good deal of trade with Tibet, princi- 
pally in shawl wool, and is the seat of a small manu- 
factm’c of white soft shawl-cloths. The river is here 
crossed by a rope suspension-bridge, of a kind very 
common in the lower valleys, which has often been 
described. It consists of nine stout ropes, which are 
stretched from one side of the river to the other. The 
width of the Sutlej at the bridge, according to Captain 
Gerard, by whom it was measured, is 211 feet. 

During our stay at Rampur, Major Cunningham 
directed my attention to the alteration of the level 
of the river at different periods of the day, from 
the variable amount of solar action on the snows by 
which it is fed. This effect he had noticed on his former 
visit t« the mountains, and we had frequent opportu- 
nities of observing it during our journey. At Ram- 
p\ir the diurnal variation was not less than three or four 
feet, the maximuin being, I believe, during the night or 
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early in the morning. In the immediate vicinity of 
snow, the streams are highest in the afternoon, but as 
the distance increases the period of greatest height be- 
comes by degrees later and later. 

Except on our two first days’ journey, we had been 
extremely fortunate in weather since leaving Simla. The 
day of the 8th was very cloudy and opjuessive, and the 
9th, on which we remained stationary at Rampm’ to 
make arrangements with the Rajah for our further pro- 
gress through Basehir and Kunawar, was rainy through- 
out. The rain, however, was light, and did not prevent 
the Rajah from visiting us in the afternoon, impelled, I 
suppose, by a desire to sec our a])paratus and arrange- 
ments for travelling. We were lodged in an excellent 
upper-roomed house of his, overhanging the Sutlej, and 
not far from his OAvn residence, which lies at the cast end 
of the town, and externally is quite without beauty, pre- 
senting to view nothing but a mass of dead walls. • The 
Rajah seldom remains during the hot season at Rampur, 
as he has a second residence at Scrahan, twenty miles 
up the river, and 7000 feet above the level of the sea, 
in which he usually spends the simimer, though during 
1847, for some reason or other, he remained during the 
greater part of the year at Rampur. 

On the morning of the ISth of August we resumed 
our jommey. Our direction still lay up the valley of the 
Sutlej, and for the first three mites the road kept parallel 
to the river, ascending occasionally a few hundred feet to 
cross spurs, when the immediate margin of the Sutlej 
was too rocky and precipitous to allow of a passage. This 
was not unfrequently the case, and after a few miles the 
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river-bank became so rugged and difficult, that the road 
left it, to ascend a long ridge, descending from the 
mountain range to the south. The early part of the 
road, from the many views of the river rushing over its 
rocky bed, often among immense boulders, and from the 
general boldness of the mountain scenery, was, though 
bare of forest, very striking. Frequently the road over- 
hung the river, which ran tluough a narrow rocky ravine 
many hundred feet below. At other times, it lay over 
the surface of the fiat platforms which occupied the val- 
ley, and in several places curious excavations were no- 
ticed on the rocky surface, as if the river had formerly 
flowed over higher levels. One of these ancient chaii- 
nek^ was so very remarkable, that it could not be 
overlooked. The rocky banks on either side were at 
least a hundred feet apart, and the large water-worn 
boulders, with occasional rugged pointed rocks which 
filled* the bed, conveyed unmistakcably the conviction 
that we were walking over an ancient river-bed, though 
the elevation could not be less than 1 50 feet above the 
present level of the river. 

Tluee miles from Rampur the road began to ascend 
a, long spur in a south-east dfrection. After we had 
ascended a few hundred feet, the course of the river 
could be seen on the left among precipitous rocks, quite 
impracticable. The ascent was through a well-cultivated 
tract, the base of the hUl and lower slopes being covered 
with fields of rice, still only a few inches high. The 
road ascended rapidly, through villages with numerous 
fruit-trees. At first, the vegetation continued the same 
as in the valley, and the hills were bare, except close to 
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derdron and Oak. The descent was probably not more 
than 1000 feet, perhaps scarcely so much, as the ravine 
sloped very abruptly to the Sutlej ; on the lower part of 
the descent, and on the bank of the stream, the Wood 
was principally alder, and a few subtropical grasses and 
Cyperacece marked the commencement of the vegetation 
of the lower region, wlule a valerian, a Ilieradum, a 
species of Datisca, and an Amndo or alhed grass, were 
the new species of plants observed; of these, perhaps 
the Datisca alone markedly indicated an approach to the 
interior Himalaya. After crossing the ravine the road 
ascended abruptly up a weU-wooded slope, on the north- 
ern face of a steep spur, to the village of Gaora, at which, 
for, the first time since leaving Simla, we encamped, no 
hoiee being available for our accommodation. The 
morning had bet fair, though dull, but soon after om' 
arrival at Gaora it oegan to rain, and continued to do so 
all the afternoon. 

Gaora is situated, according to Captain Gerard, about 
'$000 feet above Ra 'pur; but from the appearance of 
the vegetation, and a f»raparison with known heights on 
both hands, we estimated the elevation of our encamp- 
ment to be not more th; a 5500 feet, so that probably 
Captain Gerard’s observatons refer to some more ele- 
vated point. 

On resuming our journey on the morning of the 1 Itli 
of August, we continued the ascent of the spur on which 
the village of Gaora is situated, wliich is well wooded 
with the ordinary trees of the temperate zone of the 
Himalaya. There were a few rice-fields on the hill-side 
on cleared places above 0000 feet, and some orange-trees 
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in the villages at about the same elevation ; from both of 
which facts, more sun-heat and less rain during summer 
may be inferred, than in similar elevations on the outer 
Himalaya, where neither rice nor oranges occur so high. 
A little way higher up, the forest changed its character, 
the holly-leaved oak, the deodar, and the spnice, being 
the common trees, among which the road continued 
for four or five miles, without much change of level, 
when the forest ceased, and the road, after continuing 
for a short time at about the same level, descended 
abruptly to the ravine of the Manglad river, a consider- 
able stream, now swoUen into a furious torrent, which 
rushed with impetuosity dovra its steep rocky bed. A 
groat part of the descent was bare, over crumbing mica- 
slate rocks. 

The vegetation in the bottom of the glen showed, as 
on former occasions, indications of a low elevation, but 
presented no novelty, except in the occurrence of Melia 
Azednrach, apparently wild. I have occasionally noticed 
this tree in the interior of the Himalaya, always at an 
elevation of between 4000 and 5000 feet, and invariably 
in the drier valleys of the mountains, but it is so com- 
monly cultivated in India, that its occmrence can scarcely 
be regarded as a proof of its being indigenous, especially 
if we consider that it is a rare circumstance to find it in 
even an apparently wild stete. I do not, however, know 
that it has a greater claim to be considered a native of 
any part of the world. 

The ascent on the east side was long, steep, and fa- 
tiguing, up weU-wooded slopes. At about 6000 feet, a 
single tree of Hippophae conferfa, with nearly ripe fruit. 
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was observed near a spring, and a few hundred feet 
higher the road gained the ridge, and continued for a 
mile and a half of very gentle ascent, on a broad, nearly 
level mountain-side, to Serahan, through beautiful forest 
of oak and pine. Serahan, the simimer residence of the 
Basehir Rajah, is pleasantly situated at an elevation of 
7000 feet above the level of the sea, on the northern 
slope of the mountain range, surrounded on all sides by 
pine-forest. The vdlage is small, and occupies the lower 
margin of an open glade of considerable extent, on which 
there is a good deal of cultivation, of the same plants as 
I have noted at Kotgarh. Tlie latter part of our march 
had been through heavy rain, which continued all the 
evening, and the greater part of the night, but we were 
fortunate enongh to find an empty house, capable of shel- 
tering our sen^ants and baggage, as well as ourselves. 

Besides the llippophae, which 1 noted on the ascent 
from Manglad, several plants appeared on this day’s jour- 
ney, which served to chronicle a gradual alteration in the 
flora, notwithstanding that the forest-trees and general 
character continued generally the same. Of these, the 
most interesting, by far, was a plant discovered by Mr. 
Edgeworth, in the same tract of country, and by him 
described as Oxyhaphm Himalayanm, a species of a 
genus otherwise entirely South American. It is a rank- 
growing, coarse, herbaceous plant, w'ith tumid joints, and 
a straggling dichotomous habit, and has small pink or 
rose-(^loured flowers, covered with a viscid exudation. 
It grows in open pastures and in waste places near vil- 
lages, and is an abundant species throughout the Kuna- 
war valley. 
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On the morning of the 12th of August we marched 
to Tranda, along the mountain-side, winding a little with 
its sinuations, and occasionally descending to cross the 
little streamlets which furrow its side, and separate the 
lateral ridges from one another. The road lay tlirough 
bcautifid forest, and as the day was fine we obtained 
at intervals a succession of superb views, of the deep 
and well-wooded valleys below, and the rugged moun- 
tains north of the Sutlej. The forest- trees were still the 
hoary and holly-leaved oak, with deodar and spmee, 
though in the more shady w^oods along the streams, the 
horsc-chesnut, and a fine glaucous-leaved laurel, were 
common. The shrubby and herbaceous vegetation was 
in general character the same as in the denser v, oods of 
Simla, the new species being still quite exceptional. 

It soon became necessary to descend, in order to gain 
a place on the next range in succession to the eastward, 
so as not to leave the river at too great a distance. Forest 
continued to the bottom of the descent, which showed 
no signs of tropical vegetation, and was therefore not to 
so low a level as those of previous days. The remainder 
of the day’s journey consisted of a succession of ascents 
and descents, mostly long and fatiguing, with occasion- 
ally half a mile nearly level. Many of the steeper parts 
were very rocky and rugged, so difficult that artificial 
steps were required to make them practicable, and 
even with their aid a horse could scarcely pass. The 
greater part of the road lay through forest, an(|^ two 
considerable streams were crossed besides the one on 
the early part of the march. From the last of these a 
long and very laborious ascent led to the crest of , the 
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Tranda ridge, on the very top of which we halted for the 
night in a log hut, built for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers, in the midst of a fine forest of deodar-trees. 

The Tranda ridge has, till near its termination, an eleva- 
tion of upwards of 8000 feet, and projects boldly forward 
towards the Sutlej, dipping at last extremely abruptly to 
the river. The Sutlej is here thrown to the north, in a 
sharp bend, and nms through a deep gloomy ravine. 
This ridge, therefore, more lofty and abrupt than any far- 
ther west, is considered as the commencement of Kuna- 
war ; and the valley to the eastward, as far as the Wangtu 
bridge, is generally called Lower Kunaw-ar, to distinguish 
it firom the upper and drier parts of that district. The 
rise of the bed of the river is so gradual, that the transi- 
tion of climate takes place at first by almost insensible 
gradations ; but as soon as the spurs retain a height of 
8000 feet till close to the Sutlej, they exercise a power- 
ful influence upon the climate, and the vegetation and 
physical aspect of the country change with great rapidity. 
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Sildang river-— Fine grove of Deodars — Nachar — Fruit-trees — Vine 
seen for first time — Boundaries of Kulu and Kmiawar — Cross Sutlej 
at Wangtu bridge — Vegetation of bare rocky valley — Waterfall — 
Cliegaon — Pinus Gerardiana — Miru — Absence of rain — Alteration 
of vegetation — Quei'cus Ilex — liogi — ^Willow and Poplar — Chini — 
Cultivated Plain — Kasbbir — Pangi — Camp at upper level of trees — 
Junipers — Werang Pass — Alpine Vegetation — Birch and lihododen- 
dron — Granite Boulders — Lipa — Alluvial Deposits — Encamp .at 
12,600 feet — Runang Pass — Vegetation very scanty — Stunted 
Forest — Sungnam. 


The night we spent at Tranda was stormy, with thunder 
and heavy showers of rain, but the morning of the 1 3 th 
was bright and beautiful, enabling us to see from our 
elevated position on the ridge, a single snow-peak, far to 
the eastward, in Kmiawar. At the commencement of 
the day’s march, the road receded from the Sutlej into a 
deep mountain bay, densely wooded with deodar and 
pine {Pinm excelsa). A few trees only of spruce ^d 
horse-chesnut occurred. After a mile, passing round a 
projecting spur, a fine view was obtained of the river 
Sutlej at the bottom of a deep ravine, and of the moim- 
tain range north of the river, now in several places co- 
vered with heavy snow. A little farther on, the road 
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flescended very abruptly along the face of rugged and 
precipitous rocks, to the valley of the Sildang river, a 
large stream which was crossed in two branches by two 
very indifferent wooden bridges. The Sildang valley, at 
the point where the road crosses it, has been stated by 
Gerard to be elevated 5800 feet above the level of the 
sea. It is a larger stream than any of those yet crossed 
since leaving Rampm, and its ravine is beautifolly 
wooded. The ascent to the east was gentle, through 
woods of oak and pine, and after rising a few hundred 
feet, the road continued nearly level for some miles, with 
the Sutlej in sight below. A large village was passed 
on the latter part of the march, with many temples evi- 
dently of old date, and situated in a grove of very large 
deodar-trees, several of which were upwards of twenty 
feet in circumference. One large tree wdth a flattened 
tnmk, as if formed by the union of two, measured, at 
five feet from the base, thirty-five and a-half feet round. 
This grove was evidently of great age, and probably 
consisted of old trees, at the time the village was 
founded, and the temples were built under its sacred 
shade. 

Nachar, at which we took up our quarters for the 
night, is a veiy large village, by far the most consider- 
able yet passed, with many good houses, much cidtivated 
land, and great numbers of fine fruit-trees. Wahmts, 
peaches, apricots, and mulberries, were all common ; and 
I saw one grape-vine, which bore a good many bunches 
of fruit. The crops cultivated were chiefly millet and 
buckwheat, with a good many fields of Aitmranthm and 
Ckenopodium. The fruit-trees were evidently, from their 
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numbers and luxuriance, a very valuable part of the pos- 
sessions of the inhabitants ; and it was very interesting 
to meet with the vine, though only in small qiiantity, and 
evidently not yet in a thoroughly suitable climate. The 
elevation of the village, which occupied a great extent of 
the liill-side sloping down towards the Sutlej, now close 
at hand, was nearly 7000 feet. 

Nearly opjjositc Nachar, the district of Kunawar, which 
liad hitherto been confined to the soutli bank of the Sut- 
lej, extends to both sides of the river ; the province of 
Kulu, which had hitherto occupied the northern bank, 
Ixdng bounded on the cast by the mountain-chain which 
s<*parates the waters of the Beas river from those of the 
Piti, a tributary of the Sutlej. By this very lofty cnain, 
the villages on the north side of the Sutlej, to the east 
of tlie point now reached, are entirely cut off from 
the valley of tlu; Beas, and naturally become connected 
with the district immediately opposite to them, with 
wliich alone they have an easy communication. Kulu, 
till the campaign of 1 846, had belonged to the Punjab ; 
but one of thc^ results of the Sikh war, in that year, was 
the transfer of that district to British rule, so that the 
Sutlej, in its low^er course, no longer seiwed as a bound- 
ary between hostile states. In Kunawar, the north side 
of the river is the most important, because it is more 
populous and fertile than the south, not only from its 
more favourable exposure, but because the chain to the 
south of the Sutlej continues to increase in elevation as 
it proceeds eastward, while that on the north becomes 
gradually lower as it advances towards the confluence of 
the Sutlej and Piti rivers. 
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DESCENT TOWARDS THE SUTEEJ. 

"For this reason the main road or highway through 
Kunawar crosses to the right bank of the Sutlej, a short 
way above Nacliar. At starting, therefore, on the niom- 
ing of the 14th of August, we began to descend towards 
the river. Por about a mile and a half the descent was 
very gentle, through a good deal of cultivation. Then' 
were many fruit-trees, but very little natural wood; a 
few horse-chesnut trees were observed, and occasionally 
a scattered deodar, spruce, or pine. On the earlic]’ part 
of the road the pines were F. excaJm, but lower down 
that tree gave place to P. lonffifolia. After a mile and 
a half, the descent became more rapid, over a rocky and 
bad road, which continued to the bridge, distant three 
miles from Nacliar. On the ban;, arid, and rocky hills 
lietwcen Nacliar and the river, several vciy striking no- 
velties were observed in the vegetation ; but as the road 
had for several days been at a higher level, and generally 
among dense forest, it is not im])robable that many of 
these new plants may occur on the lower parts of the 
hills, in the immediate vicinity of the river, further to 
the westward. The new species were in all about six 
in number, of which three — two species of Daphne and 
an olive — ^were very abundant, and thcTcforc prominent 
features in the appearance of the country. 

At the point where the bridge has been thrown across, 
the river Sutlej has an elevation, by the determination of 
Captain Gerard, of 5200 feet above the level of the sea. Its 
bed and the banks on both sides are very rocky and bare, 
and the width of the stream not more than seventy feet. 
The bridge is of that kind called by the mountaineers 
Hanfja, which means a wooden bridge or bridge of planks, 
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contrasted vrithjhula, a rope-bridge. On the left bank 
the pier of the bridge is formed by an isolated rock, se- 
parated from the rocky banks by an ancient bed of the 
river, now quite dry, biit worn smooth by the action of 
he current. This former channel is stated by (Jerard 
.0 have been blocked up by a fall of rocks from above ; 
previous to which occurrence, the isolated rock must have 
stood as an island in the centre of the stream. The 
construction erf the bridge is singular, but simple, and 
only adapted for very little traffic. Six stout trunks of 
trees are laid alongside of one another on the pier, so 
that the end towards the river is a little higher than the 
other ; above these are placed in succession two similar 
layers of trunks, each projecting several feet beyond the 
one below it, and the whole of these are kept in position 
by a substantial stone building, through which the road- 
way runs. A similar structure on the opposite bank 
narrows the distance to be spanned, at the same time 
that it affords support to the centrfd portion of the 
bridge, which consists of two strong pine-trees fifty feet 
in length, placed about two feet apart, and supporting 
stout cross planking. . The whole forms a bridge quite 
strong enough to support foot-passengers or lightly laden 
horses, the only purpose for which it is required. 

In spite of the considerable elevation which the Sutlej 
valley had now acquired, a number of plants of tropical 
character occurred in the neighbourhood of the Wangtu 
bridge. These were mostly common grasses and Cyjpe- 
racea, Polycarpcea corymbosa, Achyranthes aspera, and 
a few other species, all common mountain-plants at low 
elevations, which here, from the great heat caused by the 
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lessened rain and the concentration of the sun’s rays, at 
the bottom of a deep bare valley, surmounted on both 
sides by mountains 10,000 feet above its level, enjoy a 
congenial climate. They arc, however, confined to the 
most exposed places, and to the lower levels only. A few 
rugged pine-trees arc scattered on the steep rocks, both 
PinvH enccelm, which does not descend quite to the base 
of the hiUs, and Fims lonyifolia, Avhich has here reached 
nearly its eastern limits, the elevation of the river-bed 
soon iKicoming greater than that at which it will grow. 
Close to the AVangtu bridge, on the right bank, a con- 
siderable stream joins the Sutlej from the north, and is 
crossed by the road not far from its junction with the 
great river. The lower psurt of this tributary exhibits a 
suc.cossion of fine rapids and a waterfall, now much swollen 
by the melting of the snow ; and which, notwithstanding 
the want of trees and consequent bareness of the acces- 
sories, fomed a picture such as often greets the eye of 
the traveller in the alpine districts of Himalaya, but which 
no amount of re])etition renders less grand and magnifi- 
cent. Captain Gerard has, in his little ‘ Tour in Kuna- 
war,’ described this toraent in strong language, which 
showed that he felt the beauty of the scene. For this he 
has been condemned by Jacquemont, who sneeringly says 
that he describes it “ comme si e’etait le Niagara,” an ex- 
pression wliich induced me to tmn on the spot to Gcjrard’s 
book, so that I can testify to the accuracy and absence of 
exaggeration of his description. 

After crossing this stream, the road ascends the spur 
which nms parallel to it, to an elevation of about 1000 
feet above the Sutlej, but only to descend again to 
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its banks, the ascent being caused by the impracticable 
nature of the rocky banks of the river. The spur was 
bare of trees, but with scattered brushwood, in whicli 
the olive and white Daphne, observed on the descent 
from Nachar, still abounded, with several other novel- 
ties, among which a Clematis, Silene, Stellar ia, and Se- 
hu/inella, all previously-described Kimawar species, were 
the most remarkable. Several of the grasses of the 
plains of India, such as a Panicim (perhaps P. pahalo- 
stim), Elensine Indica, and Heteropopon confortm, oc- 
curred on the hot thy jjastures among the rocks, up to 
above 6000 feet. The rock was everywhere giuass, but 
varied much in appearance and texture, and contained 
many granite veins. 

After regaining the river, the road ran along its bank, 
or on low spurs not more than a few hundred feet above 
it, tlirough a dry treeless tract, till about two miles from 
the end of the day’s journey, when a long steep ascent 
led to Chegao% a large village situated on a stream with 
steep rocky banks, the houses as usual being siu-rounded 
with fruit-trees. Here we encamped after a march of at 
least foiu-teen miles, at an elevation of 7000 feet above 
the level of the sea, or nearly 1800 feet above the valley 
of the Sutlej. 

Next day our journey was a short one, not more than 
five and a half miles, to the village of Mini. It began by 
a rapid ascent for tw'o miles to the crest of the ridge, 
advancing all the time towards the Sutlej, which wound 
round the base of the steep spur 3000 Icet below. 1 he 
ascent was bare (os the sloiies facing the west generally 
are), and the hill-side, almost precipitous ; but as soon as 
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the crest of the ridge, at an elevation of about 8000 feet, 
had been gained, scattered trees appeared of a species 
not previously seen. This was P. Gerardiann, the pine 
of Kunawar and the other dry regions of the Western 
Himalaya, from the back parts of Garhwal (where it has 
been seen by Dr. Jameson) to the valleys of the Upper 
Chenab. The first trees met ivith were small, and in 
appearance quite distinct from P. longifoUn and e.rcelm, 
being more compact, with much shorter leaves and a very 
peculiar bark, falling off in large patches, so as to leave 
the trunk nearly smooth. 

Bey(Hid the crest of the ridge, from which the view 
into the Sutlej valley, and towards the mountains across 
the river, was superb, the road on the east slope; again 
receded from the river, entering an oak-wood, through 
which it continued nearly level for more than a mile, 
but soon began to descend slightly towards the stream, 
which ran at the bottom of a deep ravine, dowm to which 
the road plunged abruptly, to ascend again as steeply on 
the other side ; after wdiich a steep ascent of upwards of 
a mile led to Mira, a large village in which we encamped, 
at an elevation of 8500 feet. 

At this delightful elevation, in a climate w'here the 
j)eriodieal rains of the Himalaya are scarcely felt, em- 
bosomed in extensive orchards of luxuriant fruit-trees, 
and facing the south, so that it has the full benefit of the 
sun’s rays to mature its grain-crops, Mira is one of the 
most dehghtful villages of Kunawar, being rivalled only 
by Eogi and Chini, beyond which the climate becomes 
too arid for beauty. The crops at Mira, both of gj'aiu 
and fruit, were most luxiuiant, and the vine thrives -to 
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])erfectiou. 'Hie j)rincipal vineyards, however, are lower 
down, at elevations of between 0000 and 7000 feet, at 
which level the sun has more power in autmnn to ripen 
the grape. 

The scenery around Miru is indescribably beautiful, 
us it almost overhangs the Sutlej 3000 feet below, while 
Ix^youd the river the mountain-slopes are densely wood- 
ed, yet often rocky and with every variation of form. A 
single peak, still streaked with snow, but too steep foi- 
much to lie, rises almost due opposite; behind which the 
summits of the chain south of the SuthJ rise to an eleva- 
tion of upwar<ls of 18,000 feet. 

At Miru we found that we had completely h'ft the 
rainy ix'gion of the mountains, and iKiUceforwai'd the 
w(tather continued beautiful. 'I'he change had been very 
gradual. At Herahah we had heavy rain; a rainy night 
at Tranda was succeeded by a brilliant ilay, till the after- 
noon, wluui it rained smaidly for an hoiu’. The next day 
wiU5 again finp, and at Mini, though the afternoon was 
cloudy, and a heavy storm was visible among the moun- 
tains aci'oss the Sutlej, only a few drops of rain fell, 
'hhe transition from a rainy to a dry climate had thus 
Nieen apparently very sudden, four days having brought 
us from Serahan, where the periodical rains were falling 
heavily, to a jilace at which there were only light 
showers. This was in part, of com’se, accident. Tim; 
weather may, perhaps, have set-in in the interval in all 
parts of the mountains. In very rainy seasons, when 
the rain-lall in the ontta- Himalaya is considerably above 
(he mean, lu'uvy showi;rs extend into Kunawar, at least 
iu> far as Chini ; and carefid meteorological observations 
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would probably show that the transition of climate is a 
very gradual one, the snowy mountains and the great 
spurs which run towards the Sutlej collecting and con- 
densing, as they increase in elevation, more and more of 
the moisture which is brought by the south-east winds 
from the Bay of Bengal. 

Jacquemont, in the valuable journal of his tour in 
India, which has been published by the I’rench Govern- 
ment, has observed that the passage of the ridge be- 
tween Chegaon and Miru may be considered as produc- 
ing a marked change in the vegetation. This change, 
as we have seen during our journey up the Sutlej, had 
long been going on, though very gradually and almost 
insensibly. Several circumstances cotiibine to make the 
transition appear at this point more sudden than a care- 
ful calculation of the number of new species will prove 
to be the case. It is the first Avooded ridge on the north 
side of the Sutlej over which the road passes, and it rises 
higher than any other part of the route cast of Nag- 
kauda. A considerable effect is also juoduced by several 
new arboreous or shrubby speeies making their appear- 
ance, as well as by the fact that the new forms, which 
day by day have insensibly been increasing in number,* 
have at last begun to form a prominent feature in tin; 
country. 

1 find among my notes a list of all the species of 
plants which came under my observation during the 
walk from Chegaon to Miru. Their number is rather 
above 150 species, of which number about 120 are 
common Simla plants. Of the remaining thirty, eleven 
Avere <|uite new to me, ten had occiurcd only the da^ 
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before, and nine had been common for some days past. 
These numbers convey a very different idea of the 
amount of change from that produced at the time, but 
the latter must be admitted to be very fallacious, the eye 
of the botanist being so naturdly attracted by novelty, 
to the utter disregard of what is common, that it is 
difficult to preserve the degree of attention requisite to 
observe properly. 

^inw Gerardiana produces a very large cone, contain- 
ing, like the stone-pine of Europe, eatable nuts, of an 
elongated oblong form, which, when roasted like chesnuts, 
are agreeable to the taste, though witli a little flavour of 
turpentine. This tree has been repeatedly tried in the 
rainy districts of the Himalaya, but ivill not succeed, a 
dry climate being essential to it. Besides Gerard’s pine, 
a new speci<'s of oak was the most conspicuous tree, 
forming a thick dry wood on wcst(;rn exposures. This 
oak, the only species of the genus which grows in the 
interior of Kunavvar, is the Querois Ilex. The specimens 
which I collected (piite agree with the European plant, 
and belong to that form of the evergreen oak, which has 
been called Q. BaUoia. The same tree is common in 
some parts of Affghanistan, where it is called BaUU. 
A small gracefid ash was also conunon, and species of 
Sfellario, Lychnis, Dianthm, Herniarin, Crncifcrce, 6'e- 
necio, and Vederuma, which, with several Chenopodiacem 
and Jrtcmisice, were the new species observed. 

On the morning of the 10th of August, we proceeded 
to Rogi, eight and a half miles. On leaving Miru the 
road at first ascended gradually through a pretty wood 
of deodar and Gerard’s pine. The common peai-trtic 
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of the Himalaya, and many of the more ordinary Simla 
slirub.s, species of Deffiuodiiau, Imliyofera, Spircea, Budd- 
hia, and Pleclranihus, were common under the shade 
of the pine-forest. As the elevation increased, the trees 
gradually diminished in number, and the road continued 
to rise along the side of a rocky hill, with only a few 
scattered deodars. A very pretty reach of the Sutlej 
now came into sight. The river was broader than usual, 
and seemed to flow with a gentle stream along an even 
bed, without interruption from rocks. Opposite tlie 
junction of the Mini tributaiy, which was in sight at the 
end of the reach, the Sutlej was particulaily wide, ami 
its channel was divided into several branches, wdiicli en- 
closed a nutnber of gravelly islands, immediately beyond 
which the stream again contracted in wddth, and resumed 
its usual rocky character. 

From the top of the steep ascent, which must have ex- 
ceeded 9000 feet in elevation, the road continued along 
the side of the hill, without much change of level. Tin; 
slopes were nearly barej a few trees of the deodar and 
Gerard’s pine only occurring occasionally. The latter 
tree was more common, and lai’ger than the day before. 
It is a compact small tree, with much-twisted asci'uding 
branches, and a mottled grey bark, cpiitc smooth from 
the decortication of the outer layers. It bore abundance 
of large pendulous cones, the size of a small pine-apple, 
still quite green. 

A little more than two miles from Mira, the road de- 
scended to pass a stream, wliich was crossed in two 
branches. Immediately afterwards another long ascent 
commenced, at first steep and bare, with a western ex- 
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posure, then more gradual through an open wood of 
deodar and Pinns excelsn. The highest elevation attained 
was almost 1 1,000 feet, and close to the summit a most 
superb view was seen to the south. The valley of the 
Sutlej was not in sight, but the whole course of the 
Baspa, except its jmiction with the Sutlej, and a great 
extent of fine snowy range beyond, were beautifully seen. 
The Burang or Borendo pass, elevated 10,000 feet, which 
leads from the Bas])a valley to the upper part of the 
Pabar or Tons river, a branch of the Jumna, was very cou- 
s])icuous, with itiany large patches of grey dirty-looking 
snow on the hills near it, but its sujimiit s{icmingly bare. 
At the highest elevation attained the face of the hill was 
a mass of j)recipitous rocks. A fine ])oak, which had 
long been \usible across the Sutlej, Avas now almost op- 
posite. This mountain, the termiimtion of the range to 
the (!ast of the Bas])a river, Avhen vienved from the Avest 
and iiorth-AV(!st, has the aj)pearance of a vast precipice, 
roekv and bare of tnxis, commencing Avithin little more 
than a thousand feet of the Sutlej. The north-cast face, 
Avhich comes into vicAv for the first time from the heights 
above Mini, is covered throughout Avith magnificent 
forest, rising to an elevation considerably higher than 
that at which 1 stood. 

The elevation avc had now attained was higher than 
any previous part of our journey, being 200 feet above 
the peak of Hattu. A cold westerly wind was bloAving 
up the valley of the Sutlej, evidently bringing a good 
deal of moisture along with it, for thin wreaths of mist 
Avere occasionally condensed, for a few minutes obsciu-ing 
the distant view, and then melting again into transparent 
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vapour. The vegetation was less different . from that be- 
low, than I had expected, and much more luxuriant than 
I could have supposed, with nothing of an alpine cha- 
racter. Many of the species were identical with those 
of Nagkanda and the crest of Hattu ; but there was no 
bamboo, nor any of the Acanthacem, so common in the 
more shady, and humid forest further east. Balsams, 
however, were abimdant and large, Potenfilla, Salvia 
nubicola, and NepetcB, Polygona, Achillea, Gnaphalia, and 
several species of Pedicularis and Ophelia, formed a thick 
and rank growth. The most remarkable forms observed 
were Astragaline, of which several species, one a spinous 
Caragana, were abundant. A pretty little Veronica and 
Bupleuruw, and several now Cichoracea, were also col- 
lected, as well as an Orohanche, parasitical upon the roots 
of the common thyme {Thgmm Serpyllmi). 

From the crest, the remainder of the road consists 
of a succession of short ascents and descents, along 
the face of a very rocky hill, till within a mile of Kogi, 
when it descends very abruptly down the side of a 
rugged ravine to that village, which, though elevated 
9000 feet, lies low down on the moimtain-sidc, and has 
the appearance of being in a hollow. At Rogi we 
found the grapes quite ripe, and extremely abundant, but 
all from vineyards at lower levels. The commonest 
grape is globular, and of a deep, nearly black colour ; 
but many varieties are cultivated. The apricots were 
also ripe, and had been gathered from the trees. The 
flat tops of the houses were now covered with them, 
drying in the sun. They arc .split up the middle and 
dried, the stones being taken out. In this state they 
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keep well, and form a considerable article of export to 
India. Peach and walnut trees are also common at 
Rogi, and 1 saw a few apple-trees. A species of willow, 
which, in shape of leaf and general appearance, closely 
resembles a common English willow {Salix alba), is com- 
monly planted along with a glabrous poplar, a small, 
rather spreading tree, which is frequent throughout Tibet, 
and seems to be the balsam poplar of Siberia and North 
yVmerica. The English henbane {ITyosajjamus niyer) 
abounds in wash*, places. This also is a common Tibetan 
[)lant, and e.vtcnds into th(} drier valleys of the Himalaya, 
such as Kunawar .and Kashmir, but not into the outer 
mountains, where the j)eriodical ranis are heavy. 

On the 17th of August we proceeded to Pangi, nine 
miles farther, passing on the road the village of Chini, 
the larg(!st inhabited place and most fertile tract of Ku- 
nawar, of which it may therefore be considered the 
capital. From Rogi we had to make a considerable 
ascent to regain the road, that village lying lower than 
the direct I'oute from Mini. The ascent lay first tlirough 
the cultivatial lands of the village, and afterwards tlirough 
open wood. After regaining the road, the ascent con- 
tinued through a gloomy forest of large deodar-trees for 
about a mile, terminating at about 10,000 feet of eleva- 
tion, at which height, turning round a comer on the crest 
of the ridge, we found ourselves on the upper part of a 
precipitous chlf, which descends sheer down to the Sutlej. 
Unfortunately the morning was very misty, a dense fog, 
condensed from the steadily blowing west wind, envelop- 
ing everything, till after ten o’clock, by which time we 
had long passed the precipitous part of the road. We 
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were told, however, that the cliff was absolutely impracti- 
cable below, and, indeed, even where we passed, no little 
engineering skill was displayed, as the road led along 
the face of an absolute precipice, on ledges scarcely three 
feet broad, or just as often over wooden planking, sup- 
ported at intervals by large upright, pieces of timber, 
whose resting-places were invisible in the dense mist by 
which we were siurounded. 

As soon as this rocky projection was passed, the road 
descended rapidly, but over good level ground for half 
a mile, through a forest of deodar, in which some of the 
trees were of large size, one of them measuring nineteen 
feet eight inches in circumference. At the bottom of 
this descent, after passing a projecting rocky ridge, the 
village of Chini came in sight, straggling along the side 
of a sloping liill. Chini occupies the most level, and 
therefore the most fertile, valley in Kunawar. The 
village is prettily situated among deodar-trees, while be- 
low, and on cither side of it, the slopes are disposed in 
a succession of terraces, some of them of considerable 
extent, richly cultivated with wheat, barley, and buck- 
wheat. Through this fertile tract, the road was quite 
level, winding among the stone enclosures of the fields, 
and often bordered on both sides by grassy pastures, or 
patches of beautiful green turf, where the little rills, 
which served to irrigate the fields, had overflowed their 
banks, and converted the flat land into swampy meadows. 
Near Chini, we passed a single vineyard of small extent, 
at an elevation of 7000 feet, the fruit stiU quite unripe, 
though for several days we had been plentifully supplied 
with ripe grapes from the lower vineyards. The vines 
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are supported by erect poles, about four feet high, placed 
about three feet apart, and connected by horizontal ones 
laid across them, on which the vines twine. 

A little further we passed the small village of Kashbir, 
consisting of two or thrqp houses only ; beyond \yhich a 
[deasant forest of deodar and Gerard’s pine was entered, 
([iiitc dry, iuid almost devoid of undergrowth; a few 
bushes of Daj)hne, occasionally a small ash-tree, two or 
three stunted oaks, and quantities of withered grass 
and dri(!d-up Artenmia, being the only plants observed. 
Everything looked arid, notwithstanding the eastern 
(ixposure, and showed strikingly the rapid change of 
climate which was taking place. Some of the trees of 
Pinm Gerardiofia, which seemed to thrive more in this 
arid wood than further west, were between fifty and 
sixty feet in height, and one of the largest of them 
which 1 noticed was nearly twelve feet in circxunference. 
'I'hrough this fon^st the road continued nearly level, till 
it reached a ravine, on the op])osite bank of which was 
situated the village of Pangi. A very steep descent of 
half a mile brought us to the stream ; and an ascent of 
more than a mile, in the course of which we rose about 
1000 feet vertically, terminated the day’s journey. Pangi 
is a large village, 9000 feet above the level of the sea, 
with much cultivation and magnificent orchards of apri- 
cots, peaches, and walnuts. 

From Chegaon to Pangi we had passed throtigh the 
finest and most fertile part of Kunawar, which is, how- 
ever, by no means confined to the north bank of the 
Sutlej ; many large villages having been seen on the op- 
posite side of the valley, with almost as much cultivation 
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as those through which we had passed. The commu- 
nication across the Sutlej is kept up by paths which 
lead through the lower cultivation and vineyards to the 
bank of the river, which is spanned in several places by 
rope-bridges, one of which only, we saw at a distance. 
During these three days’ journey, the weather was most 
beautiful, and we could mever sufficiently admire the 
ever-changing beauties of the scenery, which, probably, 
for variety and magnificence, is nowhere surpassed. The 
great peak of Raldang, a culminating ])oint of the south 
Sutlej Himalaya, lies nearly opposite to Cliini, and, from 
a great }>art of the Kunawar valley, is a })rominent fea- 
ture from almost every point of view. It forms a 
rugged rocky mass, and the ravines on its slopes are filled 
with large masses of snow, the lowest beds at this season 
of a dirty grey colour, and evidently still rapidly reced- 
ing under the influence of the powerful autumn sun. No 
glaciers were anywhere in sight. 

We were now about to enter upon a very troublesome 
part of our journey, the crossing of the various ridges which 
are given off by the mountain range north of the Snthj, 
at the great bend of that river where it is joined by the 
almost equally large Piti river, from the north. These 
long ranges, given off by an axis 18,000 feet in height, 
slope at first gently towards these rivers, but at last dip 
extremely abruptly into the enonnous ravine, at the bot- 
tom of which the Piti and Sutlej rivers run. Occasion- 
ally a rugged and difficult footpath may- be found to lead 
among these precipices, by frequent steep ascents and 
descents, at- no great distance above the river. These 
paths are always most laborious, and often very dan- 
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gerous, and the usual road into the valley of the Piti 
river leads across tlie higher part of all these ridges, 
where they are no longer precipitous, but slope at a 
gentle inclination. 

Diuing the journey from Simla, I had been able to 
acquire very little information regarding the geology of 
the valley of the Sutlej ; the quantity of forest, and the 
rapidity with which we travelled, being unfavourable 
to the detcriiiinatiou of the nature of the rocks. In 
the earlier part of our journey argillaceous schist, often 
highly micaceous, predominated. In Kunawar, from 
Wangtu eastward, gneiss and mica-schist were almost 
the only rocks which 1 observed. These ap])carod to 
alternate again and again as we advanced, but I ob- 
tained 110 ccTtainty regarding their relative position. 
Veins of granite occurred occasionally in the gneiss, 
(“specially at Wangtu, and probably, from the number 
of boulders, the axis of the range north of the Sutlej is 
composed of granite. 

Behind Pangi is the Werang ridge, crossed by the jiass 
of that name at a point where its height is 13,200 feet 
above the sea. This ridge, as will be seen by the map, 
separates the valley east of Pangi from that of Lipa, the 
next in succession to the eastward, through which a large 
tributary floivs to join the Suthq. Prom Pangi to Lipa, 
the distance, though considerable, is not too much for an 
active man to accomplish in one day. It would, how- 
ever, have been a very long march, allowing of no delay 
on the way, or on the top of the pass. We therefore 
divided the distance into two days’ journey, ascending on 
the 18th of August to the upper limit of tree vegetation 
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on the w^t side of the ridge, and leaving the remainder 
of the ascent and the whole descent for the next day. 

At daybreak we were on foot, preparing for the ascent. 
The morning was, as usual for some days past, thickly 
foggy, and a heavy dew had fallen during the night. At 
starting we ascended gently through a dry pine-w^ood, 
towards the face of the mountain ridge of which Pangi 
occupies the western slope. This ridge, like that above 
Rogi, on the previous day’s journey, is very precipitous 
towards the Sutlej ; and the road leads among rooks, and 
sometimes over planks of wood, ascending gradually as 
we advanced. After about a mile and a half, romiding 
the most projecting part of the ridg(!, we began to re- 
cede from the Sutlej on the eastern slope of the range, 
along the western side of a beautifully wooded open 
valley, at the bottom of which ran a large rapid stream, 
evidently descending from snow. Without descending 
at all, wo continued to advance for a mile and a half 
through fine forest, till we nearly met the stream, which 
we crossed after a slight abrupt descent. Immediately 
after crossing, a steep fatig\iing ascent of not less than 
three miles commenced, continuing, with scarcely any 
intermission, till we reached the spot selected for our 
encampment, inclining all the way in the direction of the 
course of the stream, and therefore towards the Sutlej ; 
so that whenVe stopped, we almost overlooked that river, 
and had a fine view of the peak of Raldang, covered with 
a dazzling coat of fresh snow. 

The forest at the base of this ascent was principally 
composed of deodar and Gerard’s pine. The former con- 
tinued abundant till within a quarter of a mile of the top. 
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when it suddenly disappeared. Pinus Gerardiana gradu- 
ally diminished in number during the ascent, and at last 
disappeared about the same time as the deodar. Pinm 
excelsa was not seen at the; bottom, and was scarce on 
the earlier part of the ascent, but became more abun- 
dant as we increased our elevation, and was the only 
tree seen round our encampment. At this point the 
trees were straggling and distant, but very tall and Inxu- 
riant, being well sheltered by rocks. Above our en- 
campment, which was, according to Captain Strachey’s 
barometer, 11,800 feet, there were only a very few 
stunted trees on a rocky ridge behind, liveepting in 
the occurrence of a few new species of Jslmc/nlifs and 
Ariouisia, noAv cpiite typical forms, the vegetation dur- 
ing the greater part of the ascent was the same as on 
the higlicr hovels cast of Miru, and it was only above 
11,000 feet that any considerable change w’as observed. 
Here three sj)ccies of junijrer made their aj)pearanoc, all 
stunted bushes, though one of them was J. excelm, which, 
in more favoimablc circumstances, grows to a small tree. 
'I’he s(;cond species was J. sqiiamom, a depressed shrub, 
wnth rigid twisted branches, and the third was undistin- 
guishable from the common juniper of Europe. A thorny 
species of Hides, very like the common goosebe’Ty, 
a strongly scented Labiate, JJicfaninus llimalaijnnm, 
several ComposHoe, one of w'hich was a large-flowered 
thistle, and European-looking Jumi and grasses, w^ere all 
observed above 1 1,000 feet. A beautiful Rose (A^. M' eh- 
biana) was common all the way from the stream. 

During the ascent, after crossing the ravine, the rock 
was throughout gneiss, passing sometimes into a curious 
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dark slaty rock. It was often very fine-grained ; and in 
place a granite vein was observed, entirely ydthout 
stratification, and about a foot thick. Throughout the 
ascent the surface was strewed with erratic blocks of 
granite, evidently transported from a distance. 

The slope below our camp, for several hundred feet, 
was cultivated with barley, but the crops were indifferent. 
Lower down, the mountain-side was too steep to admit 
of tillage. There were no houses, the fields being the 
property of the inhabitants of a village a long way below, 
to the east of Pangi. 

The morning of tiie 19th, before sunrise, was a good 
deal clearer than the two last had been, but mist be- 
gan to collect soon after smirise, and did not entirely 
disappear for about two hours. Immediately after 
starting, the last trees of Fhmn excelsa were left behind, 
and the ascent to the crest of the pass was gentle, over 
rough stony ground, covered with tufts of juni|)er, a 
shrubby Artenmia, and Fteris aqwilhia. The pass, 
which has an elevation of 13,200 feet, occupies a low 
part of the ridge, the slope to the left descending gently, 
but rising again into a sharp rocky peak, five or six 
himdred feet higher. The crest of the pass is a vast 
mass of loose rocks, and the slopes of the hill on the right 
arc likewise covered with a mass of fragments. These 
angular boulders are aU granite, none of which occurs 
in situ ; the rocks throughout the ascent, so far as I 
could observe, being gneiss and mica-slate, the latter 
in one place containing large crystals of cyanite in great 
abundance. 

In the crevices of the loose stones which covered 
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the pass, a very luxuriant vegetation was found; the 
same plants grew on the hill to the right, and wei» 
especially abundant among its rocky recesses. The 
forms were, for the first time on our jouniey, quite 
alpine, very few of the plants being even shrubby, while 
the groat majority were small herbs. A willow, a very 
small R/wdodeudron, and Andromeda fastiffinta, were 
almost the only shrubby plants, and the majority of 
forms were those common on tlic Alps of Em’ 0 ])e, and 
comj)riso(l species of ^Mrfi(ja!im, Stella ria, Anemane, 
Rannneidiifi, Meconopms, Sa.vlfrapa, Sedum, several Um- 
belliferm, Pedieidarh, Genfiana, Gnaphalium, Boloniiaa, 
Sai/m/rea, Arteminia, LignJaria, Marina, Galium, Vale- 
riana, and many others. 1 added to my collection in 
all about thirty new species in a very short time. 1 
had, however, never before been at so great an elevation 
in the Himalaya, so that almost every plant I met was 
new to me. 

The view from the top of the pass was only remark- 
able for its barrenness. In the dire('tion we had as- 
cended, the pros])ect Avas not striking ; and to the north- 
east, the valley in advance and hills beyond were almost 
bare, scattered busluis and very little forest being visible. 
The wind blew over the pass from the Indian side, and 
continued throughout the day to blow f)n our backs 
strongly as we descended. 

from the crest of the pass, the descent to Lipa was long 
and steep, the distance being about five miles. At about 
500 feet or rather more (of perpendicular height) below 
the pass, the first tree, a large birch, stood quite alone, 
with a stout erect trunk. A little further down, a small 
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grove of the same trees was passed, in which every indi- 
vidual had its trunk bent in the direction of the slope, 
probably by the weight of the winter’s snow. No birches 
had been seen on the south face of the pass, nor did the 
dwarf lihododendron and bttle Andromeda appear till the 
smnniit had been gained, though they were aburidant on 
the northern face, lihododendron campanulaiimy^o.^ the 
next plant obseiwed, forming bushes four or five feet in 
height, aud growing in large green patches, along with 
the willow, w'hich I had found on the top, and the same 
rose common on the southern side. About 1200 feet 
below tlie smuniit, that is, about 12,000 feet above the sea, 
pine-trees commenced — Pinm exceJm and Jdicea making 
their appeai-ance together, the deodar not till a consi- 
derably lower level had been reached. The trees of 
silver fir were small, Avith smaller and shorter leaves than 
the common tree of the forests in the outer Himalaya, 
and were therefore the true Vicea hVebldavn of Eoyle, 
the more coimnou long-leaved form being the Ficea 
Pindrow of that author*. 

* I have carefully compared, since my return to England, a great 
many specimens of the Himalayan Pu-ea, and am sorry to be obliged to 
dissent from the opinion of their distinctness, which has been expressed 
by many excellent observers. Great variations occur in length of leaf, 
wliich is cither green on both sides, or very glaucous below. All have 
notched leaves, but the notch varies much in depth and form. There 
are also differences in the form of the cones and the shape of the 
scales. The long green-leaved state is that of the moist Himalaya ; in 
the driest regions the veiy short glaucous-leaved form occurs. There 
are, however, among the specimens collected by Wallich, Strachey, and 
myself, so many intermediate forms of leaf, that I feel satisfied that all 
must be considered states of one species, varying, like most Coniferm, 
with climate and other accidental circumstances., 
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At an elevation of 11,000 feet, at a rough estimate, 
we passed the first deodars, and at the same height cul- 
tivation commenced. Tlie first fields were wheat, now 
nearly ripe. With the cultivation many plants of lower 
elevation began to appear, which had disappeared on the 
upper pai't of the moimtain, but many were missed which 
had been common, and the general aspect of the vegeta- 
tion was strikingly altered, the diminution affecting at 
once the number, the abundance, and tlie luxuriance 
of the plants. Juniper was frequent till some time after 
the first corn-fields were passed, and Gerard’s jjiiie was 
common on the lower part of the descent. Throughout 
the whole distance from the crest to the Lipa stream, 
the road lay along a ravine, which was very rough and 
uneven, and covered with numerous and often very large 
boulders of granite* scattered irregularly over the surface 
of the vall<;y. I’owards the end of the day’s march, 
we reached the Lipa stream, which was of large size; and 
wc continuc'd along its right bank, through a diy fir-wood, 
till close to the village, when wc crossed by a substantial 
wooden bridge to enter Lipa, which is situate on a flattish 
j)iece of ground on the left l)ank of the stream, and very 
little above its level. It is a small village, with some 
cultivation, and a rather odd-looking little temple, close to 
which are two fine trees of Juniperus escceha, th(i sacred 

* I Lave HOW no doubt that the whole of this descent was over au 
ancient glacier moraine, but I was not at the time taniiliar with glaciers 
or their moraines by personal experience ; anil though on this and other 
similar occasions my notes show that I was much puziiled by the 
numerous transported blocks, the idea of this explanation did not sug- 
gest itself to me till I had an opportunity of, seeing the connection of 
such phenomena with aclvial moraines. 



8 « 


LIPA. 


juniper of the Kuiiawurees and Tibetans. We were 
accommodated with a room close to the temple, which 
afforded us sufficiently comfortable quarters. 

At the back of the village a thick bank of alluvial clay 
was observed resting on the rocks behind, and vast masses 
of the same extended up the valley foj‘ a considerable 
distance. This was the first occurrence of a very com- 
mon feature of Tibetan valleys, so coniruon as to be 
almost universal ; and as I shall have many opportunities 
of referring to it again, and shall find it necessary to 
try to give some explanation, or rather to attempt some 
conjectures as to its cause, 1 shall only here pause to 
observe that the first time of its occurrence coincided 
with the first entrance into an extremely dry climate ; the 
passage of the Werang ridge having effected a gi’eater 
change in the aspect of the country than had been seen 
(luring very many j)rcvious days — the change from luxu- 
riant forest, not indeed to treelessness, but to thin and 
stunted woods. 

In the valley of Lipa I met with a , species of caper, 
apparently the same which I had collected at Rampur 
on the Sutlej, on hot rocky places close to the river, but 
which had not been met with in the intermediate parts 
of the journey. This little prickly sluub 1 afterwards 
found to be a common Tibetan plant, which (like most 
of its tribe) prefers the hottest and driest cxjjosures, ex- 
panding its large white blossoms on dry stony ground, or 
among rocks where hardly any other plant will vegetate. 

Lipa is situated at no great distance from the Sutlej, 
at an elevation of 8000 feet above the level of the sea. 
The next range to the eastward is that^of Runang, sepa- 
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rating the Lipa valley from that of the Ruskalan, on 
which is situated the village of Sungnam. As in the 
former instance, we divided the passage into two days’ 
journey, encamping on the 20th of August at an elevation 
of 12,500 leet. The road began to ascend as soon as 
we left Lipa. At first we took the direction of the 
stream, grmlually rising along the face of a rocky hill 
composed of a dark clay-slate, wliich had now taken the 
place of the gneiss of the lower part of the Sutlej ; but 
turning to the left, to ascend the ridge, as soon as its crest 
had been gained. The surface was everywhere barren and 
dried up. A few scattered pine-tr(!es occurred at intervals, 
but nothing approaching to forest, and the parched stony 
ground was quite destitute of any covering of turf or of 
herbaceous vegetation in sufficient quantity to attract the 
notice of tiu' general observer. The ascent on the ridge 
was steep and uninterrupted ; but as the general direction 
of the day’s journey was down the range, or towards the 
Sutlej, we had to pass from one ridge to the i\ext in suc- 
cession, across the, ravine by which the two were sepa- 
rated. Here the road was nearly level, and took a long 
emve in the receding hollow of the hill, turning round 
a belt of green which occupied the middle of the hollow. 

On the left hand, above the road, there was not a 
trace of verdure in the ravine ; but just below the ro.rd 
a small spring burst out from the stony ground. For 
three or four yards the banks of the little streamlet were 
quite bare, but at about that distance from its source 
they were fringed with luxuriant marsh-plants, Veronica 
Becoalmu/a and AmgalUs, rushes, and several kinds of 
grasses, which gradually increased in abundance. Within 
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a hundred yards of its origin a thicket of willows bor- 
dered the stream, and a rich vegetation grew under their 
shade. From this it would appear that the barrenness 
of the^ country cannot be ascribed to any fault of tem- 
perature* or of altitude, but solely to the deficiency of 
moisture. 

On the next ridge beyond this little green spot, the 
ascent continued steep, over loose shingly soil, among 
scattered trees of deodar, and occasionally a fine tree of 
Finns Gerardiana; a spinous Asiragalm, and several 
species of Artemisia, formed almost all the scanty vege- 
tation. Higher up there was, in one place, a good view 
of the Sutlej to the south-east, with a very lofty snowy 
mountain beyond. A little further on, the pines ceased 
to grow, and no tree but juniper was seen, the vegetation 
becoming more and more wretched in appearance, though 
the same Astragalus and Artemisice predominated. Above 
12,000 feet, two or three alpine species made their appeiu- 
ance ; these were a Polygonum, a Mulgediim, and a little 
shrubby Potentilla. Except these, however, not one of 
the numerous alpine forms observed on the Weraiig pass 
two days before were to be seen. 

We encamped at an elevation of 12,500 feet on the 
north-east slope of the ridge, overhanging a deep wide 
valley, in which there were several patches of cultivation 
still green, at an elevation which 1 estimated at about 1000 
feet below the level of our tents. By this wide valley, 
(in the lower part of which, on its east side, is the village 
of Kanam,) we were still separated from the central range 
on which the Runang pass is situated. The hills all 
round had a desolate aspect. They were roimded in 
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outline, ^and appeared quite smooth and destitute of 
herbage, excepting large dark-green piitches of Juniper, 
by which they .were mottled. A single stunted tree of 
Piniis exceUa stood within a short distance of our en- 

«t 

campment, and four or five hundred feet lower was a 
small grove, apparently of birch. During the afternoon 
a furious west wind blew without intermission. The 
morning had been quite calm, but before noon the wind 
had begun to blow, and gradually incrftised in violence 
tiU late in the afternoon ; after dark it became calm. 

The next morning was clear, with scarcely any wind, 
but the mountains above us were partly shrouded in 
mist. For the first time during our journey we had 
Zobos furnished for the conveyance of our tents. These 
animals, which arc mules between a Yak bull and Indian 
cow, are intennediate between the two, having most of 
the peculiarities by which the Yak is distinguished, 
though in a much less degree. Their colour varies 
much, — ^black, white, and iron-grey being all common. 
They have coarse long shaggy hair, much shorter than in 
the Yak, a stout rounded body, and the tail has a small 
tuft at the end, quite similar in miniature to that of the 
Yak. These mules are exceedingly common in Upper 
Kixnawar and llangarang, and arc much preferred as 
beasts of burden to the Yak, being more docile, and loss 
sensitive to climatic influences. 

The first half-mile of the ascent to the pass was very 
gentle, till we passed round the hollow of the valley which 
lay below our encampment. The hill-sides were covered 
with stones, among which grew a few tufts of thyme, a 
large-leaved saxifrage, a yellow Scorsonera, a qirious 
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Polygon tm, and an Ox^ria, the same in appearance 
with that of the Alps of Europe. Two or three little rills 
of water trickled across the road, but their margins had 
no trace of green. The remainder of the ascent was 
more rapid, but nowhere fatiguing, and I reached the 
top about 9 A.M. Nothing can be conceived more dreary 
and bare than the aspect of the pass and the mountains 
all around. The hills, which at a distance appeared 
smooth, and rounded, were now seen to be covered with 
loose stones piled upon one another, in the crevices of 
which a few plants found an attachment for their roots. 
The elevation was about 14,500 feet, but there was no 
appeai’ance of snow. To the north-east a wide and 
straight valley ran from the crest, at the end of which, 
far below and perhaps eight miles off, was seen the vil- 
lage of Sungnam, beyond which another lofty range of 
equally rounded mountains, apparently smooth, ran pa- 
rallel to that on which I stood. On this range, at a level, 
to the eye sensibly the same as that of the Runang pass, 
an evident track indicated the pass of Hangarang, over 
which lay the continuation of our joimney. 

I spent a- considerable time on the top of the ])ass, 
and by close searching, in the crevices of the stones, 
especially on the hill which rose to the south-east, I suc- 
ceeded in collecting a considerable number of species of 
plants, though very much fewer than on the Werang 
pass two days before. From our morning’s camp to the 
top of the pass the whole number of species which I 
met with was only forty-six, not half of which were ob- 
served on the summit. The number gathered on the 
formej pass was nearly three times as great. It must 
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not be forgotten, however, in comparing the two ranges, 
that tlu! Werang pass is 1300 feet lower than that of 
Runaiig, and ,pught therefore, independent of climate, 
•to be more productive. The species which were ob- 
served for the first time on the summit of the Runang 
pass were not more than six, and were all forais 
which I have since found to be abundant throughout the 
higher parts of Tibet. A little willow, creeping among 
the stones, and scarcely more luxuriant than Salix her~ 
hacea, was the only shrubby plant. The others were 
Oxt/fropis (‘hiUojjliyUa, Biehernh-hnin odoru, a Braba, 
Lamium rhomboidpim of Bcntham, and a species of 
rhubarb, of which I found ojdy a few leaves and one 
or two panicles, from whicli the ripe fruit had nearly 
fallen away. 

The descent from the pass to Sungnam was even more 
barren and desolate than the other side. The valley was 
open and almost straight, and the slope; gradual. Till 
nearly half-way not a drop of water occurred on the 
road, and for miles almost the only vegetation on the hill- 
sides w^as an r rect branched Bolyyotniin, never more than 
a foot in height. At an elevation of about KbOOO feet, 
a few deodars occurred, all miserably stunted in height, 
though often with trunks of considerable diameter. 
Gerard’s pine, and the ash of Tibet, also appearetl a 
little lower, but in very small numbers. During the 
greater part of the descent, the white houses of Sungnam 
were in sight, to all appearance at the end ol the valley 
down which we were proceeding; but when near the 
bottom, we discovered that we were still separated from 
them by a wide and level plain, that of the Ruskalan 
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river. On the opposite side of this plain, on the side of 
a hill just sufficiently high to terminate the vista down 
the valley by which we descended from tlie pass, stands 
the town of Sungnam ; while the cultivated lands, which* 
form a wide belt, scarcely higher than the level of the 
river, were entirely out of sight till we arrived close to 
the precipitous bank parallel to the river. Here the de- 
scent was abrupt to the bed of the Ruskalan. The bank 
was alluvial, with enormous boulders, and was covered with 
tidts of Ephedra, a remarkable leafless pknt with rod-like 
branches, which is abundant in every part of northern 
Tibet, especially in the driest and hottest exposures. It 
extends also occasionally into the partially rainy district, 
being found in Kunawar nearly as far west as the bridge 
of Wangtu. 

Smignam is one of the principal places of Kunawar, 
dividing Avith Kanam, which we did not visit, the claim 
to be the principal seat in the Sutlej valley of the Budd- 
hist religion. It contains numerous temples and monas- 
teries, with also a considerable industrial population. 
Cultivation occupies a great part of the valley, and 
extends up the comse of the stream to a considerable 
distance. The level tract along the river has in many 
places a breadth of nearly a quarter of a mile, and the 
town occupies a ridge on the -mountain side, to which 
a gently-sloping road leads from the bridge by which we 
crossed the Ruskalan. 

The elevation of Sungnam above the level of the sea 
is 9000 feet. Stifl the vine thrives well, the steep slopes 
facing the river being covered with vineyards : the grapes 
were not yet ripe. The principal fruit-trees are apricots 
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and apples. Willows and poplars are also frequent in 
the village; a new species of the latter being for the 
first time observed, with leaves white and downy under- 
neath, which appears in no way to differ from Populus 
alba, the common white poplar of Europe. 
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TTangarang ridge separates Kunawar froin Piti— Ascent to Hangarang 
Pass — Alluvial deposit — Steep ascent — View of valley — Limestone 
rocks — Caragana versicolor, or Damn — Camp at 14,000 feet — Top 
of pass — View from pass — Vegetation of summit — Descent to Hango 
— Cultivation round the village — Luxuriant wild plants — Road to 
Lio — Orambe — Eavine of Piti river — Lio — Bridge over Piti river — 
Ascent to Nako — Nako — Cultivation of the village — Buddhist 
temple — Transported blocks — Chango — Changar — Stopped by vil- 
lagers on Chinese frontier — Natural bridge — Kyuri — Alluvium — 
Clay deposit with shells — Lari — Ramifications of mountain ranges — 
Alluvial platforms — Pok — Dankar — Lara — Eangrig — Upper part of 
Piti — Climate — Saline exudations 

The Hangarang ridge, aa we may conveniently call that 
mountain range on which the pass of Hangarang is 
' situated, forms the boundary between the districts of 
Kunawar and Hangarang. As this range terminates at 
or close to the point where the Sutlej is joined by the 
Piti river, this division is geogr|phically convenient. It 
has also a marked physical signification, forming the 
absolute limit of deodar and Gerard’s pine ; and in- 
deed, if we except the juniper, of all tree vegetation. 

On the 22nd of August, our party left Sungnam to 
ascend towards the Hangarang pass, encamping, as on 
the two previous occasions, on the upper part of the 
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ascent, so as to get to the summit of the pass at an early 
hour next day. Our road lay up a narrow ravine, 
through which a small stream descended from the vici- 
nity of the Hangarang pass, to join the Ruskalan imme- 
diately below Sungnain. We followed for a long time 
the course of this rivulet, so that the ascent was by no 
means fatiguing. A very few stunted deodars, and a 
single tree of Pinm Gcrardiana, were the only trees met 
with. A little shrabby vegetation was now and then 
seen, consisting of an ash, rose, Colufeu, Loniccra, and 
Idpiraa. The banks of the ravine were everywhere com- 
posed of a conglomerate of angular stones, in general 
imbedded in soft clay, though the matrix was not unfre- 
quently calcareous, and in several places even composed 
of crystalline carbonate of lime. 

The hard calcareous conglomerates are, I think, of dif- 
ferent origin from the clayey ones. Indeed, I was in- 
duced to believe from what I saw in the neighbourhood of 
Sungnain, and occasionally in other districts (as I shall 
have again occasion to notice), that the calcareous con- 
glomerates, which only occur in the neighbourhood of 
the limestone formation, and therefore where calcareous 
springs are Common, are formed by the infiltration of 
water containing lime among beds of loose shingle which 
have acciunulated along the base of the steep hills. 
These calcareous conglomerates are quite local, never 
very extensive, and are often covered .with an incrusta- 
tion of lime, showing the continued existence of the cal- 
careous springs, by the action of which I suppose them 
t6 have been formed. 

The clay beds, on the other hand; are continuous and 

H 
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uniform in appearance. They vary much in thickness, 
but are on the whole much thicker and more remark- 
able in the upper part of the ravine, where (on the cast 
side) a mass of clay, not less than five or six hundred 
feet in thickness, has accuimdated, forming steep sloping 
or quite perpendicular banks, which at the top are worn 
away into pinnacles, and excavated into deep grooves and 
hollows, I presume by the action of melting snow. The 
fragments of rock which it contained were all angular, or 
at most a very little woim at the edges. 

Five or six miles from Sungnam, the road loft the 
course of the ravine, and began rapidly to ascend the 
steep spin- which bounded it on the left. At first we 
followed* a fissure in the clay conglomerate, which still 
had a thickness qf nearly two hundred feet. Above, 
the ridge was rocky and very steep. When we had 
attained a sufficient height to overlook the valley by 
which we had ascended from Sungnam, I was able to 
estimate better than while in the ravine, the extent of 
the clay deposit. It was now seen to occupy both sides 
of the valley, and to be pretty equally diffused through- 
out, but certainly thicker, on the left or eastern side, — 
in the upper part at least, for low down. Just behind 
Sungnam, it capped a round sloping lull of consider- 
able elevation to the right of the little streamlet and 
of the road. The vaUey did not narrow at the lower 
extremity, where it debouched into that of the Ruskalan, 
so much as to give any reason for supposing that it could 
have been closed by a barrier, so as to form a lake. In- 
deed, the absolute elevation of the conglomerate was ^ 
great at the upper end of the valley, that it would be ne- 
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cessary to suppose a barrier several thousand feet above 
the bed of the Ruskalan to produce such an effect. The 
greater thickness of the conglomerate in the upper part 
of the ravine, and the almost complete angularity of the 
fi’agments, were equally opposed to such a view. Nor 
was I able to form any probable conjecture as to the 
mode in which these accumulations had been foraied. 

In the earlier part of the day’s journey, the rock, 
where exposed, was invariably clay-slate, not different 
in appearance from that which, commencing at Lipa, 
had been observed on every part of the llunang ridge. 
It dipped generally at a high angle, but was often much 
contorted. In the upper part of the ravine, thick beds 
r>f a hard cherty quartz rock alternated with fflb slate ; 
and in the course of the last steep ascent, at an elevation 
of about 13,500 feet, the fii’st limestone was observed. 
It was of a dark blue colom:, very hard, coarsely strati- 
fied, and much veined with white calcareous spar. It 
seemed to dip at a high angle towards the north-easi. 

The ridge by which we ascended was quite bare of 
trees and exceedingly barren, producing very little vege- 
tation of any sort, and no novelty, till we had almost 
attained an elevation of 14,000 feet. We then observed 
bushes of a species of Camgana {C. versicolor), the Bam a 
of the Tibetans, a very curious stunted shnib, which is 
very extensively distributed at elevations which no other 
woody plants attain, and which, therefore, is much 
prized and extensively used as fuel. I had not met with 
it before, nor does it appear to extend at all into the 
wooded region of the Himalaya. We encamped on a 
fiat piece of ground at 14,000 feet. Notwithstanding 
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the elevation, thp heat of the sun was very great dur- 
ing the day, but the evening and night were extremely 
cold. 

Early next morning a short steep ascent of about 800 
feet brought us to the top of the pass, which has an 
elevation of 14,800 feet above the sea. The Bama, in 
green patches from two to four feet in diameter, was 
abimdant till near the summit. The pass occupies a 
hollow in the ridge, which rises considerably on both 
sides. To the north-west, on the northern exposure, 
there was at a short distance one small patch of snow, 
from which the pass and surrounding mountains were 
otherwise quite free. No remarkable difficulty of breath- 
ing wal* experienced by any of the party, except im- 
mediately after any exertion. The ascent was latterly 
so steep, that it was necessary to stop frequently to take 
breath, and the pulse was found to be very considerably 
accelerated when counted immediately after walking. 
There was, however, a great difference according to the 
individual ; in one case it rose as high as 136 ; but 
a few minutes’ rest restored it nearly to the usual 
standard. 

At the crest of the pass, the rock was a hard bluisli- 
grey limestone, traversed in every direction by numerous 
crystalline veins. I ascended the hill to the south-east, 
to an elevation of nearly 16,000 feet, which was uithin 
a few hundred feet of the summit. At that height it 
was composed of a mass of loose fragments of black 
slate, perfectly moveable, and so steep, that it was dif- 
ficult to. pre^ess in an upward direction. Vegeta- 
tion had almost disappeared ; more, however, from the 
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moveable shingly soil than from the elevation attained, 
for wherever a solid rock peeped out, straggling plants 
still lingered : the rhubarb, Biebersteinia, a minute saxi- 
frage, and a yellow lichen, were the species which attained 
the greatest altitude. 

The view from the summit of the pass, and the steep 
hill above it, was extensive, but very desolate. In the 
direction of our previous jourmsy, the rounded outline 
of the Runang range bounded the view, but in front a 
rnxich wider and more diversified extent of country was 
embraced. To the eastward, the lofty mountain of Por- 
gyul was seen almost to its base ; its upper part a mag- 
nificent mass of snow, the summit being upwards of 
22,000 fe(!t in height. To the north of Porgyul, where 
the valley of the Piti river allowc'd the; distant mountains 
to be seen, a succession of ranges rose one beyond another, 
the furthest evidently at a great distance, and covered with 
heavy snow*. 

The vegetation at the summit of the ridge was even 
more scanty than on the Runang j)ass. There was, how- 
ever, more novelty in species than I had met with there. 
A grass, several saxifrages, PolenlUlai and Seda, a Ijitlc 
Thermopsis, an Anemone, and a beautiful Delphinmm 
(Z). Brunonianmn, Royle), were the new species ob- 
served; and these, I believe, (as was indeed to be ex- 
pected from the m inuteness noth which the countr}’^^ had 

♦ The distant snowy mountains seen from the top of the Hangarang 
pass are probably those due north of Zungsam and east of the Parang 
pass, which Major Cunningham, from some angles obtained on our 
journey, estimated (I believe, but quote from memory) at nearly 24,000 
feel.* 
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been investigated by Dr. Royle’s collectors,) were aU pre- 
viously described species. 

From the pass the descent was pretty steep all the 
way to Hango, a small village, elevated 11,500 feet. 
The road lay on the side of a ravine, keeping the hills 
on the left hand, and the channel of the stream on the 
right. The Duma, which had disappeared at the sum- 
mit, was again plentiful on the northern slope; and a 
shrubby species of Poinililla, quite new to me, was ex- 
ceedingly common. Otherwise, little change was visible. 
The road was good, but the hills were dry and stony. 

The village of Hango, notwithstanding its great eleva- 
tion, has a considerable extent of cultivation, though 1 
think the corn was less luxuriant than at lower levels. 
The wheat was still green, and rather scanty, a good deal 
of a wild oat (perhaps Avena fatua) being mixed with 
it; but the barley was stronger and more productive. 
There was also a number of fields of llordeim JEf/iceras, 
that curious awmless monstrous barley, %vhich seems pe- 
culiar to the higher regions of Tibet, where it is very 
frequently cultivated. This grain Avas much further 
advanced than the Avheat, being nearly ripe. The arable 
lands of Hango are nearly destitute of trees, a few willoa s 
being the only mboreous vegetation. They are abundantly 
supplied with water, circulating in copious rills among 
the ditferent fields, which are disposed in terraces one 
above another, faced by walls about three feet in height. 
On the margins o|, the cultivation, stimulated by the 
moisture derived from the irrigation, there was a very 
abundant growth of shrubs, and of luxuriant herbaceous 
plants. The gooseberry, Hippophmi, and rose, were the 
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shrubs, and several large Umbellifera, one of which was 
closely allied to the Jssafcetida, a tall ThuUctrum, a yel- 
low-flowered Medicago, Vcrbanctim Thap^m, two species of 
thistle, the common henbane, dock, mbit, Flaniago, and 
various species of Jrtcmma, were the most common her- 
baceous plants. 

On the 24th of August we proceeded to Lio, a village 
oti the right or west bank of the Piti river. The road 
crosses the small stream which runs past llango, a little 
below the village, and gradually ascends the sloj)e of the 
hill on its left bank. Close to the stream there is a 
bank of clayey alluvium, with stones, and traces of it may 
be sc(in at intervals for some distance down the valley, 
but it is nowhere of any great thickness. The hill along 
which the road lay Avas compo.sed of a cherty sandstone 
of a light-blue colour, ofUai nearly Avhite ; in fragments, 
and especially when pulverized, it was (piite so; and 
being extremely brittle, the slopes were covered with fine 
white dust, the glare of which, in tlie bright sunshine, 
was very unplcfisant. On this gravelly ascent the vege- 
tation was equally scanty, and Jiiucb the same in charac- 
ter as at moderate elevations on the two pnwious days , 
a large thistle, species of Arleiimia, Cheuopodiacece, and 
a spinous Adrngalm, being the most abundant plants. 

The road continued to ascend gently for about half 
a mile, rapidly increasing its height above the stream, 
which had a considerable slope. The next two mdes 
were tolerably level, over a good bjit stony road, at an 
elevation a little under 1 2,000 feet. A species of Crambe, 
with a long fusiform root, smelling somewhat like a 
turnip, was common along this part of the road. The 
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young leaves of this plant are used by the Tibetans as a 
pot-herb, and are said to be well-flavoured. A species 
of currant {R. glanddomm'), with viscid, glandular, very 
aromatic-smelling leaves, was also met with; its fruit, 
now ripe, had a sweetish taste, but no flavour. It is a 
common Tibetan species, extending on the Indus as low 
down as G500 feet. 

An abrupt descent followed, of not less than seven 
or eight hundred feet, into a wide steeply-sloping 
valley, descending from the north to join that of Man- 
go. On the surface of this hollow, the road passed 
among a multitude of large angular boulders of lime- 
stone, irregularly scattered over the smface. This lime- 
stone was much like that of the Hangarang pass, and as 
it nowhere occurred in situ on the road, the boulders 
must have come from the hills on the upper part of the 
lateral ravine. A small spring of water and a solitary 
willow marked the centre of th<‘ valley, beyond which 
the road again ascended slightly, till on rounding a cor- 
ner, the Piti river came into view, at the bottom of a 
most remarkable rocky ravine. Fidl in front, just be- 
yond the river, was a scarped rock of great height; it 
was of a dark grey colour, and was traversed in every 
direction by immense white veins. Round this preci- 
pice, which seemed to project beyond the general mass, 
the river swept in a deep curve, of which the convexity 
was towards me. 

The mountains on the right bank of the river, which 
formed the termination of the range on which I stood, 
seemed not less steep than those opposite, for the road, 
instead of passing round them without change of level, 
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rose rapidly as it turned to the left, till it had attained 
an elevation of at least 12,000 feet, at which height 
it wound among precipitous rocks of hard dark slate, 
covered with bushes of Uphedra, and scattered trees of 
Junipems exceha. When fairly round the rocky project- 
ing range, the village of Lio was discovered more than 
2000 feet below, in a narrow ravine, on the bank of a 
small stream descending from the north-west, and close 
to its junction with the Piti river. The descent was very 
abrupt, in a rocky ravine among large boulders, partly 
of slate, partly of granite. This rock occurred in thick 
veins in the clay-slate, most abundantly on the lower 
part of the precipices which rose on the left hand during 
the descent. 

Lio, at an elevation of 9600 feet above the sea, is a 
considerable village, with a large tract of cultivation, 
disposed in terraces from three to six feet above one an- 
other. The crops of wheat and barley had been all cut, 
but there were many fields of buckwheat in full flower, 
and of millet miliaceum) still quite green. 

Numerous apricot-trees, from which the fruit had long 
been gathered, were interspersed among the cultivated 
lands. Surrounded on all sides by very precipitous 
mountains, which reflect the sun’s rays, Lio appears to 
enjoy a great amount of heat, and the weeds which bor- 
dered the corn-fields were rank and abundant, and in- 
cluded many species wliich had not been seen at . the 
higher villages. SaJvia ghtinom, almost the only remain- 
ing Simla plant, burdock, sow-thistle, lucerne, and me- 
lilot, were the commonest weeds. A little Gmcnta was 
enmmon on these latter. No tree of any kind occurred 
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in the valley, nor on the slopes on either side. Eleva- 
tion could not be the cause of this, the height being 
much lower than the hne of upper limit of tree vegeta- 
tion in the outer Himalaya, and the temperature of the 
valley, as was evident from the kinds of grain cultivated, 
very much greater than it would have been at the same 
level, in the more rainy climates nearer the plains of India. 

The ravine through which the Lio stream runs is nar- 
row and rocky, and contains a great number of trans- 
ported blocks of various sizes, scattered irregiUarly over 
the surface. Close to the village there is a curious iso- 
lated rock, separated by the stream from the mountain 
mass with which it has evidently once been connected. 

On the 25th of August we crossed the Piti river, a 
little above Lio, and ascended to the village of Nako, 
on a very steep ridge, which descended from the great 
mountain Porgyid. Afttir leaving the cultivated lands 
of Lio, which extend for half a mile from the upper 
part of the village, we ascended the right bank of tlie 
Piti river for nearly a mile, to a bridge, by which it is 
crossed. The river ran here in an extremely narrow 
ravine, precipitous mountains rising on either side. 
Its banks w^ere steep, and covered with loose shingle, 
the dehrk of the precipices above. The stream is 
of considerable size, but much inferior to the Sutlej 
where we had last observed it close at hand, though 
1 beheve it is nearly as large as that river, at the point 
of junction of the two. The Piti runs in this part of 
its course with great rapidity, and is probably of con- 
siderable depth. 

The bridge was situated at a bend of the river, where 
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the rocky banks contract more than usual. It was 
similar in structure to that over the Sutlej at Wangtu, 
but much smaller, and in so dilapidated a state, that it 
could scarcely be expected to last another year. The 
ascent to Nako was throughout steep, the diiference 
of elevation being about 2500 feet, and the distance 
not more than two miles and a half. When at a suffi- 
cient height above the narrow dell in which the Piti 
runs, a good view was obtained of the mountains by 
which we were surrounded, which rose on all sides in 
rugged precipices. The steepness of the cliifs allowed 
their geological structure to be well seen. The funda- 
mental rock, wherever I saw it, appeared to be clay- 
slate, sometimes passing into chert or quartzy sand- 
stone. This basal rock was everywhere traversed by 
innumerable veins of quartz and granite, which exhibited 
no signs of parallelisui, but ramitied in every direction. 
These veins were often of gi-eat thickness. Not unfre- 
quciitly, indeed, the mass of granite much exceeded the 
slaty beds between which it was interposed ; but its con- 
nection with other veins of more moderate size rendered 
it evident that it had been injected into the slate. 

Behind the village of Lio a thick deposit of alluvial 
clay was discernible, wliich seemed to suggest the idea 
of the valley having formerly been a lake ; and at no place 
where 1 had seen these clayey accmimlatious was this 
liypothesis so plausible, for the precipices soirth of the 
junction of the Lio stream, rose almost perpendicularly 
for more than 1000 feet above the Piti river, and ap- 
proached so close to one another, that their disruption 
was at least a possible contingency. 
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The slopes, as we ascended, were covered with boul- 
ders of granite in countless profusion, and the vegetation 
was extremely scanty. Ephedra being the most abundant 
plant observed. On the upper part of the ascent the 
road crossed a little streamlet, which was conducted in 
an artificial channel to irrigate a few fields of wheat. 
The margins of this little stream, and a belt a few feet 
in width on both sides, where the ground was swampy, 
were covered with a dense thicket of Uippophae and rose- 
bushes, among which grew thickly and luxuriantly a 
scandent Clemafu, and Rubia cordifoUa, mint, dock, 
and thistles. The number of species altogether was 
scarcely more than a dozen, but the brilliant green 
formed so delightful a contrast with the prevailing mo- 
notony, that what in a more fertile country would have 
been passed as a mere thicket of thorns, to my eyes 
appeared a most beautiful grove of graceful slu’ubs ; and 
I lingered in the swampy ground, till J had traversed 
it repeatedly in every direction, and completely exhausted 
the fiora. 

Nako is a smaller village than Lio, and from its ele- 
vation (12,000 feet) has no fruit-trees ; but at the base of 
the cultivation, which is extensive, there was a copse of 
willows and poplars. The predominant crop was barley, 
now quite ripe, and being cut ; the species was the com- 
mon one, not Tf. ^Egicerns, but the cars were very short, 
and the return must, I should think, have been very 
small. There was abundance of water, which ran in 
every direction through the fields. The little streamlets 
had a narrow’ belt of green on their margins, consisting 
of small grasses, several gentians, and PotenfiUa, one of 
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which I could not distinguish from P. amerina, a Poly- 
gonmi very like P. viviparwm, and, most remarkable of 
all, a small orchideous plant, which seemed to be a 
species of Ilerminium. 

At Nako, we had a most satisfactory proof of the 
little estimation in which tbe lamas, or priests of the 
Buddhist religion, hold their religious buildings, the 
apartments fmnished to us in the village being the 
different parts of the temple, surrounded with full-sized 
figures of the different incarnations of Buddha, in sit- 
ting posture, each with his hands in the position w'hich 
is conventionally used to indicate the individual. The 
remarkable forms and system of the Buddliist religion, 
as practised in Kunawar and Ladak, have been so often 
and accurately described, that it would be useless for 
me to attempt to give any account of what I could, 
from want of previous knowledge, very imperfectly un- 
derstand, and from my other occupations scarcely at all 
inquire into. The gradual transition, in ascending the 
Sutlej, from Hinduism to Buddhism, is very remarkable, 
and not the less so b('cause it is accompanied by an 
equally gradual change in the physical aspect of the in- 
habitants, the Hindus of the lower Sutlej appearing to 
pass by insensible gradations as wc advance from village 
to village, till at last we arrive at a pure Tartar popula- 
tion. The people of upper Piti have quite the Tartar 
physiognomy, the small stature and stout build of the 
inhabitants of Ladak, to whom also they closely ap- 
proximate in dress. To what extent mere climatic in- 
fluences may cause these differences, and how far they 
depend on an Intermixture of races, 1 do not pretend to 
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decide. It is impossible, however, to avoid being struck 
by the coincidence between these physical and moral 
changes in the human race, and the gradual alteration in 
the forms of the vegetable world, which are observable 
as we advance from a wet to a dry climate. 

From Nako we proceeded, on the 26th of August, nearly 
due north, to Change, about ten miles up the Piti valley. 
Nako is situated on the shoulder of the great mountain 
Porgyul, which rises to a height of 10,000 feet above 
that village, and Change is at the very extremity of a 
long spur given oif by that mountain fm’ther east : it 
is therefore separated from the Nako spur by a valley 
of considerable size, which descends abruptly towards 
the Piti river. Oiu road lay in a long sweep round the 
deep Iwiy formed by this valley, at an elevation not lower 
than that of Nako, crossing in the most receding part 
a foaming torrent which descends from the perpetual 
snows of the mountain behind. Half a mile from Nako, 
and scarcely lower than that place, is a patch of cultiva- 
tion, watered, as I was surprised to find, by a conduit 
brought more than a mile along the side of the hill from 
the stream which occupies the mid-valley ; the water of 
which was collected into several ponds, one above another, 
in which it was kept in reserve tfil required for irrigation. 
The crops cultivated were buckwheat and a species of 
Brassica, both in flower. A number of poplars and wil- 
lows were planted along the stream, but no fruit-trees. 

Beyond this cultivated tract, the road, till we reached 
Change, was entirely barren. For several miles we con- 
tinued to pass through a most extraordinary accumula- 
tion of transported blocks, scattered irregularly on the 
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gently sloping sides of the mountains. They. covered a 
very large area, and occurred in such almost incredible 
profusion, that the road seemed to lie in a hollow among 
fragments of rock on all sides. They were all angular ; 
and at so considerable an elevation as 12,000 feet, I 
have now no hesitation in referring them to glacier ac- 
tion. The rock in situ was clay-slate, with copious gra- 
nite veins, and the boulders were in general the same. 
In one place, however, a dark mica-slate, with large 
crystals of cyanite, was the predominating rock of the 
erratic blocks, which no doubt might have been traced to 
its source in the ravine above, as I nowhere saw it in situ 
during the day. 

After passing the torrent wliich occupies the centre 
of the valley, the road very gradually approaches the 
Piti river, from which it had at first receded consider- 
ably. We could now observe that the mountains which 
overhung the river in this part of its course were much 
less precipitous, and the valley wider and more open, 
than around Lio. Alluvial beds of great thickness every- 
where rested on the ancient rocks, assuming the most 
diversified forms, but in general tliickcr and liighcr on 
the sides of the hills, at some distance from the river, 
than in the centre of the valley. About a mile and a 
half from Chango, the road began to descend rather 
rapidly along a dry water-course filled with huge boul- 
ders. It then crossed a stream, which had cut for itself 
a very deep channel through the alluvial conglomerate, 
and ascended slightly to the village of Chango. Close 
to the last stream was a bed of very fine clay, which 
had a thickness of at least twenty-five feet, and did 
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not appear to contain any stones, pebbles, or fragments 
of rock. This clay had quite a different appearance 
from the alluvial conglomerate, which covered it, with- 
out appearing to pass into it. It occurred extensively 
in several places in the neighbourhood of Change, and 
had entirely the appearance of having been deposited 
in a very tranquil lake, while the alluvium which 
rested upon it, and, therefore, was of more recent for- 
mation, contained so many fragments of rock, all seem- 
ingly angular, that its origin could scarcely be assigned 
to deposition under water, unless under some very pe- 
culiar circumstances. 

Chango is situated in the middle of an open, nearly 
level tract of considerable size, which slopes very gently 
towards the Piti river. The cultivation is extensive, 
water being more than usually abundant, so that much 
of the ground is swampy from its waste, and covered 
with tufts of a small Ins and a species of Eqxmetuw. 
The barley had been all cut, as well as the beans, which 
are here grown to some extent. Buckwheat and rape- 
seed (a species of Bramca) were still in flower, and the 
millet quite green. Apricot-trees were still common, 
though the elevation of Chango is about 10,500 feet. 
The village lies nearly opposite to Shialkar, but sepa- 
rated from it by the Piti river, which, at the bridge of 
that place, is elevated exactly 10,000 feet above the level 
of the sea. 

A little way above Shialkar and Chango, two very con- 
siderable rivers unite to form the Piti river. The larger 
of these, descending from the north-west, is known by 
the same name. The other, which flows from the north- 
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east, may be called the Parang river, by which name it is 
known in the upper part of its course ; lower down, it 
seems to be usually called Zungsam. The direct road 
from Hangarang to the Indus lies up this river, which 
unfortunately flows for several days’ journey through 
districts which are included within the Chinese frontier. 
It was our wish to proceed by the most expeditious 
route, and at the same time that nearest the line of 
boundary, to Hanle. It was, therefore, our object to 
effect, if possible, a passage up the Zungsam river, though, 
as we knew that Captain Gerard and M. Jacqueniont 
had both been stopped upon the frontier, we had no 
reason to anticipate any more favourable result. 

We therefore took, on leaving Change, a north-eas- 
terly direction, proceeding, on the 27th of August, to a 
village on the left bank of the Parang or Zungsam river, 
called Changar, the same place which, by Gerard and 
.Tacquemont, is named Cliangrezing. Leaving the culti- 
vated lands of Change, and crossing the stream which 
skirts the plain, we immediately commenced a steep zig- 
zag ascent over a barren shingly road, to the heights 
which overhang the village to the north-east. After a 
very fatiguing climb of not less than 1300 feet, we at- 
tained the summit of the ridge, and advanced along it 
for some distance without much change of level, but still 
gradually ascending among low-topped gravelly hiUs. 
A very steep ascent followed to the summit of the pass, 
which was called Changrang La*, and could not be 
much •trader 13,000 feet. The whole ascent was ex- 

* La, in Western Tibet, seems to mean always a paas. To the east- 
ward it is often translated mmmtam. 
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tremely barren, the arid slopes producing a niinimum 
of vegetation. A fleshy Cruciferous plant, with a strong 
pungent taste not unlike horse-radish {Christolea of 
Decaisne in Jacquemont), a fine JVejjela {N, floccosa, 
Benth.), and a little Stijpa, were the only novelties ; and 
these, with the Ephedra^ a little Lactuea, an aromatic 
species of Chenopodium {C. Boirys), the Tibetan Euphor- 
hia, and a shrubby white-flowered spinous Astrayalm, 
were almost all the plants observed. 

From the summit of the pass, the road 3escended 
abruptly into a deep ravine, which originated in a 
snowy moimiain to the south. At the bottom of this 
ravine, behveen rocky precipitous banks, ran a consider- 
able torrent, which was crossed by a very frail wooden 
bridge. Immediately after crossing, the road began to 
ascend rapidly, rising to an elevation only a few hun- 
dred feet lower than the pass from which we had de- 
scended, after which, half a mile of nearly level road 
brought us to our camp at Changar, a small village on 
a stony hill, of which only one house seemed habitable. 
A few fields of barley, not yet ripe, separated our 
tents from the village ; these were irrigated by a small 
streamlet, whose source was a spring on the rocky hill- 
side a few hundred yards off, shaded by a few rose- 
bushes and a small clump of Juniper-trees. 

We remained one day stationary at Changar, to com- 
plete some arrangements which were required previous 
to our leaving the district of Hangarang; and on the 
29th we proceeded to ascend the valley of the Ziftigsam 
river, intending, if no obstacles were offered, to follow 
its coiuse and the regular road to Hanle ; but in case of 
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obstraction, which there was every reason to apprehend, 
to adopt the plan which had been already followed both 
by Gerard and Jacqueniont, of crossing the river, en- 
camping on its north bank, and proceeding in a westerly 
direction along the course of the Piti river to the Parang 
pass, in Avhich direction we could effect a passage to 
Hanle without the necessity of entering on the territories 
under Chinese control. 

Our road, for about three miles, was undulating, with 
rather a tendency to descend, but Avithout any abrupt 
change of level. It lay along the gently sloping side of 
the ridge, and crossed a good many little ravines. To 
the right was the crest of the ridge ; to the left, the valley 
of the Zungsam river, which was nearly 2000 feet below, 
the slope being very precipitous. In many of the ra- 
vines, where there Avas a stream of Avater, there Avas a 
dense jxingle of shnibs, which contrasted strongly with 
the barrenness of the hills. A AvilloAv, rose, Lonicera, a 
shrubby Adragnim, an Artemisia, a roientilla of large 
size, and a black currant, closely resembling that of our 
gardens, Avere the principal shi’ubs ; and the herbaceous 
vegetation was the same as in similar places since entering 
the Tibetan region. The currant, which occurred here 
for the first time, Avas quite a new species : its ripe fruit 
was quite black, and had the size and flavour of the com- 
mon black currant, with, however, a considerable degree 
of acidity. 

About three miles from Changar, an abrupt descent 
led from the platform on which we had been travelling, 
to the level of the banks of the river, more than 1000 
feet lower. The path by which we descended was steep, 

1 2 
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rocky, and difficult. The rock was still clay-slate, with 
granite veins. The granite in general very much ex- 
ceeded in quantity the rock into which it had been 
injected, as was well seen on several precipitous cliffs 
along the com’se of the stream, in which the stratification 
of the slaty rock and the ramifications of the granite 
could be examined in detail. The banks of the river 
were adorned with a species of Myricarki, a small tree, 
with very delicate graceful foliage and beautiful rose- 
coloured flowers. 

On reaching the small streamlet which forms the fron- 
tier of the Chinese dominions, we found, as indeed we 
expected, that there was no intention of permitting us to 
proceed by the direct road to Hanle ; and all arguments 
to induce a compliance with our wish proving ineffectual, 
we agreed to take tlie route up the Piti river by Dankar, 
and were then permitted to proceed about a mile, to the 
village of Kyuri, where we encamped for the day. I 
have now no doubt that if wc had resolutely advanced, 
no serious opposition to our progress would have been 
made ; but our instructions were so precise that we should 
not have been justified in using the smallest degree of 
force, or incurring any risk of a collision. 

To reach Kyuri we crossed the Zungsam river by a 
very remarkable natural bridge, composed of an enor- 
mous block of granite, which has in some way been placed 
across the stream, at a spot where it is much contracted 
in width, flowing in a deep rocky fissure from fifteen to 
twenty -five feet in width, evidently of great depth. At 

* Jacquemont writes this name Khiri, I follow the orthography 
which 1 find in ray notes made at the time. 
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this point a considerable number of boulders of large 
size are piled on both banks, of which the one that spans 
the channel is eighty-five feet in length and probably 
not less than forty in width and twenty in depth ; it is 
placed obliq;iely across the stream, its left or southern 
extremity being lower, and inclined at so considerable 
an angle that the passage is one of some difficiilty for 
horses and loaded cattle, though for men, with ordi- 
nary cai’c, it is quite easy. The higher end is so much 
elevated above the surface on which it rests, that a 
rudely constructed stair of stones is necessary to cnabh^ 
travellers to descend. 

Our encamping groimd at Kyuri was on a gently 
sloping barren plain, seven or (nght hundred feet above 
the valley of tlu^ Zungsam, and was reached by a short 
steep ascent from the bridge. There was no cultivation ; 
but about a mile to the east, a long sloping ti’act of allu- 
vium interposed between tin; mountains and the river 
was covered with green fields, though it hatl only two 
houses and not a single tree. Alluvium abounded in 
every direction, forming stec}) sloping banks, often much 
worn aw'ay by running w ater, find occasionally from tw'o 
to three hundred feet in thickness. The plain on wiiich 
wc were encamped w'as also of recent origin ; it consisted 
of a fine clay, curiously worn into clitts and narrow 
ridges. A few layers of fine sand w’ere included in the 
clay, and by a careful search I found three or foiu small 
fresh-water shells in the clay, belonging to at least two 
species — one a Lpiinma, the other a Plmorbis. The 
shells were, however, very scarce, and all found near 
one spot, nor did any other portion of the deposit seem 
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ibssiliferous. The clay was in front of and below our 
encampment, and was covered by coarse alluvial con- 
glomerate. 

^he road up the valley of the Parang river being 
tabooed to us by the jealousy of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, it became necessary to make a very considerable 
detour^ no practicable road being known in the moun- 
tains north of Piti, between that which we were thus 
prevented from following, and the Parang pass, to reach 
which we had to make five or six marches up the Piti 
river before turning to the north. On leaving Kymi, 
on the 30th of August, we ascended gently on a bai'c 
gravelly hill for several hundred feet, and then proceeded 
for two miles to the westward, along the steep side of 
the moimtain. The road wns rocky and very ban^en, 
the caper and an Astragalus being almost the only 
plants seen. We then descended rapidly, so as to reach 
the bank of the Piti river, at the place where it makes 
its great bend and assumes a southerly direction. Here 
it is joined by the Giu (Gumdo of Jacquernont), a con- 
siderable stream, which has its source in the lofty and 
inaccessible range to the north. This torrent liad ex- 
cavated a deep channel in the alluvial beds, which were 
composed of alternations of coarse incoherent conglome- 
rate and fine clay. In this ravine, which sheltered them 
from the bleak winds of the more exposed slopes, I 
found a luxuriant growth of shrubs ; of which the com- 
monest forms were* the rose, ash, Colutea, Hhamms, My- 
rioaria, Capparis, Bphed/ra^ and Artemisia. As soon as 
the stream was passed, a steep ascent commenced, but 
the luxuriant vegetation at once disap [)eared, and the road 
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.nd stony as usual. We ascended 
'(1 agu.j, and encamped on a small level 
spot < 1 - fifty feet above the Piti river, destitute of 

cultivation or inhabitants, but known to the people of the 
district by the name of Huling. 

On our next day’s journey, the country at first pre- 
sented the same general character. The mountains along 
the road were lofty and rugged, and sloped steeply to the 
river. A mass of alluvial deposit generally rested on 
their bases, and the road lay at no great distance above 
the river, rising a few hundred feed to pass over the spiirs, 
and again descending on their western sides. The steep 
slopes were in several places covered with an incrusta- 
tion of hard angular breccia, with a calcareous matrix, 
the origin of which I conceive to have been the same as 
that of the breccia noticed in the vicinity of Sungnam. 
Across the river there was a considerable tract of level 
ground, covered with cultivation surrounding a small 
village, with a few poplar and wallow trees ; but the left 
bank, on which wa travelled, was entirely barren. Nearly 
opposite this village, the bank of the river becoming steep 
and precipitous, wo ascended about a thousand feet, and 
continued at that elevation till tlu; difficulty was passed, 
after which we i-eturned to the river-side.' At this ele- 
vation two or three springs broke out on the stecip face 
of the hill, and, trickling doAvn among the rocks below, 
promoted the growth of a few willows and rose-bushes, 
and a small thicket of Uippophaii. Round the springs 
the gromid was covered with a slight saline exudation. 

The village of Lari, at which wc encamped, is elevated 
11, *200 feet. It occupies a large extent of alluvial sm-- 
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face, sloping at a very sma* ■ 
mountains to the river, at a j, 

froih among the mountains; The c u.av. ' are 

extensive, but very bare of trees whet ipaj*ed with 
the villages in Kunawar, or even Ui Hangarang, One 
apricot-tree only could be seen in the village lands, but 
there were still a few willows and poplars. The flora of 
the cultivated tracts had not altered. The Httle Iris, 
first seen at Change, w^as very common, and the gen- 
tians, PotentilleB, Astragali, and other small plants, were 
the same as had been common since crossing the Hanga- 
rang pass ; the season, however, was so far advanced, that 
much of the luxuriant vegetation had withered away. 
The crops of wheat and barley were quite ripe, and had 
been partly cut ; but a few fields of millet were still green. 

In the neighbourhood of Lari, the Piti valley is con- 
siderably more open than lower down. It had, indeed, 
been gradually expanding since we joined it at Lio. 
The mountains now' recede considerably from the river, 
a long sloping surface of alluvium b(;ijig interposed, 
which is at one time largely developed on the north side 
of the river, in which case the southern spur generally 
projects. A little further on, the northern mountains 
send down a projecting spm*, and an open tract is seen 
to the south. The mountains behind the alluvial plat- 
forms rise very abruptly, and present towards the plain, 
steep, almost perpendicular slopes, which, from the pe- 
cuhar nature of the rock, a very fragile slate, are covered 
by a steeply-sloping mass of debris almost to the top. 
This talus, indeed, on some of the cliffs behind La,ri, 
seems to rise to the very summit of the ridges. 
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rivers, terniinating in the giwnt bt. >i lit , 
the east of its junction with the I’l* fhi win * 
tliis range' i^ of gi'cat altitude, and it seenL-f*. ks*, Jt, 
elevation to the ('ustvvard, no jiassage being Ku 
fiu'ther east than the Parang pass, d’he primaiy branches 
of tins oliani, (h'seeuding towards the Piti valley, arc 
separated by considerable trilnitaries which discharge 
theinsehes into that river In gi'ni'ral, these lateral 
streams have, m the lower part of tlieii' course, very 
rugged rocky channels, but they rise rapidly, and, at a 
distance of a few miles from the main river, tlu'ir ravines 
expand into open valleys, three or four thousand feet above 
its level. The ramitications of the primary branches ai-t'. 
as might be evpected, in their upper part concealed 
among the mountains, but those near their termination 
abut upon the main valley, in a series of ridges separated 
by little streamlets. We have, therefore, as w'c ascend 
the Piti river, not a W'all of mountain, parallel to its 
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course, but a successioa.iof ridges, more or less perpen- 
dicular to it, all deseenfiKng from a great elevation, and 
^rapidly diminishing 'd height. The result is necessarily 
a great ^degree of irregularity, the width of the alluvial 
belt varyihj' 'up6h, white the direction of the ridges, and 
of the cliffs by which they are bounded, is constantly 
changiirg. ' 

' Leaving Lari on the 1st of September, we continued 
our journey up the Piti valley. The road lay partly on 
the platforms of alluvial conglomerate, and partly over 
the steep shingly talus which rested on the hills where 
they were not separated by alluvium from the river. 
One alluvial plain, about two mih's from Lari, was well 
cultivated with the usual crops, the barley being quite 
ripe, the wheat very nearly so, the oil-seed and buck- 
wheat out of flower, and the millet, of whicli there were 
only a few fields, still green. The platforms of alluvium 
have, in general, an irregularly triangidar form, the base 
resting on the river, the apex at the t(>niiination of a 
mountain ravine, down wliich a stream runs. This stream, 
instead of bisecting the platform, usually runs in a hol- 
low channel on one side or other between the mountains 
and the alluvium, and is, where practicable, carried off 
in small artificial conduits for the purposes of irrigatiou. 
The platforms always slope gently from their apex to 
the river, and they are generally cut oft* in a cliff at tire 
lower end. These cMs always show marks of stratifica- 
tion, sensibly parallel to the river, and the pebbles which 
the alluvium contains, are (and have been for the last two 
days) usually rounded. 

I ought not to omit to mention, that I use Ihe word 
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aUuvmm merely as a convenient mode of expression, 
without meaning to convey an idea of the mode in which 
these beds originate. No equally suitable word suggests 
itself, and the phenomena occur so frequently, that it is 
necessary to have some short expression by which to 
describe them. The origin of these alluvia is certainly 
very puzzling. At first sight, in any particular spot, the 
most natural suggestion is, that they liave been deposited 
undCT water, and probably therefore in a lake. Their 
occurrence day after day, notwithstanding the greatest 
changes of altitude, their enormous thickness in many 
places, and the peculiar position in which they occiu, 
soon dispel this idea, and throw the observer into a 
maze of doubt and difficulty, at last leading him to the 
conclusion, that no one cause is sufficient to explain the 
highly variable phenomena which he observes, and that 
a lengthened series of patient observations will be ne- 
cessary before the subject can be understood. These 
observations have yet to be supplied, but 1 believe I 
shall best serve future observers, by detailing as fully 
as possible the points which attracted my attention, 
without attempting for the present to speculate upon 
the causes of the phenomena. The suggestions which 
I have to ofler to the reader, will be best understood 
when I have detailed all the facts upon which they are 
founded. 

It is especially necessary to distinguish between three 
forms of alluvium, all of which have already occurred in 
Piti. These are, first, the fine clay ; secondly, the plat- 
forms, such as I have described in the last paragraph; 
and thirdly, the enormous masses, which ai-e without any 
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definite limits, and do not seem referable to any present 
valley system. 

We encamped at Pok, a large village nearly nine miles 
from Lari. Here we found again an extensive alluvial 
platform, covered with much cultivation; and on the 
mountain ravine above the village there was a consider- 
able grove of young juniper-trees. A week or two before, 
1 should have considered them as scattered trees ; now 
they had quite the appearance of a forest, so bar^had 
the country been since crossing Hangnraiig. 

West of Pok, our journey of the 2nd of September 
was over the alluvial platform, which continued for two 
miles beyond the cultivation of the village, gradually 
contracting in width by the encroachment of successive 
spurs, which at last advanced close to the river. The 
road now^ ascended by a short steep path on the moun- 
tain-side, to a higher level. At the base of this ascent 
there were a great many angular masses of Umestone, 
evidently transported from the valleys behind. These 
fragments w^ere very numerous, and many of them of 
great size. They continued abundant during a great 
part of the day, but no limestone was seen mtu. J 
have not preserved any record of the exact position of 
these angular fragments with regard to the valleys be- 
hind, })ut I have little doubt that they wiU be found to 
be of glacial origin, such being certainly the case in many 
other similar instances. The limestone was very com- 
pact, of a blue or grey colour, and many of the frag- 
ments were almost full of coralline remains. I collected 
many fossiliferous specimens, which were afterw^ards de- 
spatched from Hanle to Simla by a messenger, on whom 
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we thought we could rely, but they never reached their 
destination*. 

We encamped at Dankar, after travelling ten miles. 
This place is the principal village of the Piti valley, and 
is 13,000 feet above the level of the sea. The valley of 
the Piti is here very wide, and divided into numerous 
channels, which arc separated by low gravelly islands, 
the whole width of the river being not less than half a 
mile^ Here the alluvium is very highly developed, lying 
in patches on the face of the steep hihs. Tlie village of 
Dankar, though 1000 feet above the river, occupies both 
sides of a steep ridge entirely composed of alluvimu. 
Nor is this its utmost limit; for several hundred feet 
above the houses, similai' alluvial masses occur. These 
beds are not, however, contijmous from these great ele- 
vations, down to the level of the river: they rest, on 
the contrary, on the ancient rocks, which are here very 
steep, and the clay may be ’lieen in isolated projecting 
masses, caj)ping the most prominent ridges f. 

The village of Dankar is built on arid barren soil, but 
the cultivated lands stretch from about the level of the 
village almost to the river, on a very steep slope. Thick- 
ets of Ilijjpophae were scattered among the cultivation, 
where the ground was swampy ; and notwithstanding the 
great altitude, the exposure being favourable, the crops 
seemed good, and the wild plants were more luxuriant 

* This limestone will, I believe, turn out to be the counterpart of the 
limestones of Silurian age, which form one of the most interesting 
results of the labours of Captain R, Strachey, in Kumaon and Garhwal. 

f A very excellent sketch of the fort and village of Dankar, by Mr. 
Trebeck, is given in Moorcroft’s Travels, in which the appearance and 
position’' of the alluvial masses is well represented. 
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than usual. One of the new species observed was a 
pretty gentian {G. Moorcroftiana, Wall.), interesting as 
having been one’ of the few plants sent from the Tibetan 
country by the unfortunate traveller whose name it bears. 
It is also a common species in the valley of Dras, in which, 
perhaps, Mr. Moorcroft’s specimens were collected, unless, 
indeed, they were obtained in Piti by Mr. Trebeck, 
during Ids journey to that valley from Ladak. 

Leaving Dankar on the morning of the 3rd of Sep- 
tember, we ascended the heights behind the village to 
the side of the main ridge behind, along which we pro- 
ceeded without change of level. The mountain was 
almost precipitous, and extremely barren, but commanded 
a fine view of the open flat plain of the Piti river, de- 
scending from the north-west ; and of the course of the 
Pin, a large tributary which descends from the south- 
west, at the sorirce of Avhich there is a pass, by which it 
is possible to descend upoif the Sutlej at Wangtu. The 
mountain range interposed between the Sutlej and Piti 
valleys was, from the elevation at which we now stood, 
seen to great advantage. These mountains are, indeed, 
in the terse words of Jacquemont, “d’une affreuse ste- 
rilite yet, in their varied outline, massive forms, and 
snow-sprinkled summits, there is no doubt a degree of 
grandeur, which produces a powerful impression. 

At about a mile and a half from Dankar, diming 
which we had, with the ridge, gradually approached the 
river, the road began to descend, and we at last reached 
the bank of the river, close to which, and sometimes 
even on its gravelly bed, we continued for several miles. 
Where the banks were lowest, and the gravel was “moist, 
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there were thickets of low shrubs, Ilippophm, Myricaria, 
llibes, and wUlow ; elsewhere, the gravel was barren and 
unproductive. We encamped at Lara, a village nine miles 
from Dankar, at which there were only two poplar-trees, 
and a very small extent of arable ground. The wheat 
was ripe and very luxuriant, the ears being large and 
well filled. 

On the 4th of September, we continued our progress 
u}) the Piti valley, which had quite the same aspect as on 
the day bed'ore, encamping on the left bank of the river, 
opposite to the village of Rangrig, on a desert spot 
among limestone rocks, at an elevation of 12,300 feet. 
Here we had attained oiu furthest limit in a north-west- 
erly direction, our road now turning to the right, and 
ascending a considerable valley towards the Parang pass, 
in a direction which promised much novelty and interest, 
as it had oidy been traversed by one traveller, the mi- 
fortunate Trebeck, who, in the year 1822, travelled from 
Le to Dankar by this route. The further course of the 
Piti river, which, as we learn from Moorcroft’s travels, 
was visihid in 1822 by Captain Mercer, was aftem^ards 
surveyed by Captain Broome. It communicates with 
Lahul, which is the upper part of the valley of the Chan- 
drabhaga or Chenab river, by the Kulznm pass, a depres- 
sion in that great branch of the trans-Sutlej Himalaya, 
by which the waters of the Sutlej and its tributaries on 
the east, are separated from those of the Chenab and 
Beas. 

During our journey through the district of Piti, the 
weather had been dinost uniformly dry and serene, 
though we were now in the very height of the Indian 
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rainy season. The only exception occurred while we 
were encamped at Changar, on the lower part of the 
Parang river, about the 29th of August, when the sky 
was for two days very cloudy, and on one night it rained 
gently for nearly half an hom*. The clouds were, how- 
ever, high, and never dense, and the unsettled state of 
the atmosphere was of very short continuance. While 
it lasted, it was accompanied by violent wind, very irre- 
gular in direction. 

In every part of Piti wc found the margins of springs, 
and the grassy turf which grew on low swampy spots 
along the river, covered with a saline incrustation, in th<' 
form of a dry efflorescence, which encrusted the blades 
of grass. It appeared to be confined to the vicinity of 
water, the barren rocky tracts being destitute of it. 
This saline matter, as elsewhere in Tibet, consists of ses- 
quicarbonate of soda, and, as at consequence of the abun- 
dance of that alkali, soda-producing plants were common, 
especially Cheno^iodiacea, among which the common 
Salsola Kali was very abundant. 

The district of Piti, which was fonnerly almost inde- 
pendent, but paid tribute to, or exchanged presents with, 
all the Tibetan countries in its neighborhood, namely, 
with Gam, Ladak, and Lahul, as well as with Kunawar, 
followed in 1846 the fortunes of Lahul in being trans- 
ferred to British rale. It is a very thinly populated 
valley, the villages being small and distant, and the 
arable tracts of no great extent. The mountains on its 
southern border, by which it is separated from Kuna- 
war, are so very elevated that they entirely intercept all 
access of humidity from the districts to the northward of 



pm. 


129 


1847 .] 

them, and render the climate entirely rainless. The 
houses are in consequence very generally built of unburnt 
bricks, made of the fine lacustrine clay so common in 
the valleys, and their flat roofs are thickly covered with 
a layer of the same material. 
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Leave Valley of Piti river — Kibar — Cultivation above 14,000 feet — 
Vegetation of mountains — Kocky gorge- — Encampment at 17,000 
feet — Parang Pass — Snow- bed and glacier — First plants at 16,500 
feet — Parang valley — Gorge leading to Chumoreri Lake — Kiang, or 
wild horse — Chumui’ti — Kcmarkable grassy plain — Lanak Pass — 
Granite boulders — Plants above 18,000 feet — Undulating hilly 
countiy — Hanle plain — Vegetation — Monastery of Hanle. 

Our last occupation in the valley of the Piti river was 
to make the necessary arrangements for the transport of 
our baggage through the deserts which were to be tra- 
versed before we should again arrive at inhabited tracts. 
The principal part of our effects were carried by men, 
but our party was so large that it was not easy to pro- 
vide porters for the necessary amount of food during 
a jounicy of a week in an uninhabited country. A 
motley group of ponies, asses, and yaks therefore formed 
part of the train which accompanied us into the desert 
coxmtry between Piti and the Indus. 

Three miles north-west of our encamping ground op- 
posite Rangrig, we left the Piti river on the morning of 
the 5th of September, tm-ning up the valley of a consi- 
derable stream which here joined the main river. The 
platform of alluvium on which we had been travelling 
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continued for about half a mile up the lateral valley, 
and was covered with large boulders of angular fragments. 
The rock was limestone, the same as had occurred every- 
where since leaving Lara. A little village called Ki, 
and a large monastery, situated on a curious, seemingly 
isolated, conical hill above the village, were passed on the 
right hand. Soon after, the ascent became rapid on a 
steep ridge to the east of the stream, and the Piti valley 
was completely shut out from view as we got in among 
the mountains. The ridge by which we ascended was 
barren and stony, and produced little vegetation. A 
carious broad-leaved Allium was the only novelty. We 
continued to ascend along the stream till we reached the 
village of Kibar, at which we encamped, at an elevation 
o( 13,800 feet, in a narrow valley surrounded on all sides 
by lofty mountains. 

Kibar is rather a pleasing-looking village, remarkable 
for its ho\ises being all built of stone, instead of the 
mud or uuburnt brick so commonly used in the valley of 
Piti. It is situated on the summit of a limestone rock,’ 
on the right bank of the stream. Our tents were on a 
patch of green-sward on the opposite bank, separated 
from the village by a deep ravine. Crossing this on the 
morning of the 6th, we ascended the slc^e of the hill 
above the village, among cultivation which rose on the 
hih-side fully 300 feet higher. Except one field of oil- 
seed, the crops were all barley, which was ripe, and 
partly cut : it was apparently very poor, being thin and 
deficient in ear. After leaving the cultivation, we con- 
tinued to ascend on the ridge, till we attained an elevation 
of nearly 15,000 feet, at which height the road wound 
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round the sides of hills, without any considerable change 
of level, for two or three miles. It was still early morn- 
ing, and the air was very frosty. Every little rill was 
covered with a thick coating of ice, and some small 
swamps which we passed were crisp with frost. 

Notwithstanding the considerable elevation, I noticed 
but little in the vegetation different from that common 
in Piti. The forms were by no means so alpine as on 
the passes between Kunawar and Hangarang, though 
the elevation was greater than on any of these. It 
was probably owing to the aridity of the climate that 
the flora, at elevations of 15,000 feet, instead of being 
composed of delicate alpine plants, was much the same 
as it had been 4000 feet lower. The rose, the common 
Bhamnm of Piti, a little shrubby Potentilla, a spinous 
Astragalus, and several Artemisice, were the common 
shrubs, and two species of rhubarb grew abundantly on 
the dry hills above Kibar. The Damn, which shuns the 
level country, the Allium first observed the day before, and 
Lamium rhomboideum of the Hangarang pass, were almost 
the only striking plants observed ; all the others were those 
of the ordinary flora of the dry hills and gravelly plains 
of the Piti valley. It is necessary, of course, in comparing 
this vegetation v^uth that of the passes, to recollect that 
we were here in a Valley, on slopes surrounded on all 
sides by lofty ridges, not on the summit of a range over- 
looking everything around, or only surpassed a very little 
by the continuation of the same ridge ; so that the tem- 
perature of the summer months must be considerably 
higher than On the more exposed though less elevated 
passes. 
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Further on, the road descended rapidly to the stream, 
which flowgfi in a rocky gorge, through which we held 
our course for three miles. A few willows; and stunted 
shrubs of Myricaria, occurred on the descent, and the 
willow was found occasionally on the banks of the stream 
in the gorge, which was enclosed by high and steep lime- 
stone rocks on both sides. These gradually contracted 
as we advanced, but again expanded at the point where 
we encamped, which was close to the bank of the stream. 
The ravine being now more open, we could see the hills 
to better advantage, and were struck with astonishment 
at the desolation by which we were surrounded. We were, 
in truth, in a wilderness of rocks, which to the south 
closed together, so as to shut in the ravine by which we had 
ascended. High walls of cliffs rose on either hand to an 
elevation of at least 1500 feet, displaying a natural sec- 
tion of a multitude of strata, which seemed to be repeated 
again and again in a succession of beds of limestone and 
slate. The elevation of our encampment was 14,800 feet. 

On the 7th of September, the wish of our guides and 
porters according with our own, we did not cross the 
Parang pass, which was still five miles distant, and nearly 
4000 feet above us, but contented oirrsclves by ascending 
to the highest water, perhaps 1 500 feet below the sum- 
mit. We ascended on a steep shingly ridge to the right 
of the stream where we had passed the night. Tufts of 
Lamimt rhomboideim grew among the loose shiiiglc, but 
no other plant seemed to vegetate in such an ungenial 
soil. When we had passed from the shingle, which 
was confined to the base of the ascent, the ridge was 
dry and gravelly, wdth tufts of Bama and of a species 
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of nettle. Above 16,600 feet, the spur was rocky and 
uneven, and some alpine vegetation was qj)served, for 
which I conjecture that the melting of the snow had 
probably supplied moisture, as lower down the sterility 
had been complete. About fifteen species were collected, 
two Potentilla, Biehersteima odora, a lychnis, a httle 
tufted saxifrage, and species of Nepeta, Artemida, Gna- 
phaiium, Samsurea, Allardia, Bolygonun, Bheum, Blitum, 
one grass, and a fern. Three or four lichens grew on 
the stones, and I obtained one specimen of a moss without 
fructification. The Allardia, a pretty little rose-coloured 
flower, with an agreeable smeU, was the only new species ; 
all the others were already familiar to me. They grew 
in the crevices of the rocks, in extremely small quantity, 
strugghng as it were for existence against the unfavom- 
able circumstances to which they were exposed. 

A stony ravine, elevated about 17,000 feet, was the 
place selected for om encampment. A small stream, 
supplied by a patch of snow a little way above, trickled 
down under , the angular gravel. The ascent had been 
extremely fatiguing, because almost without intermission, 
and we were glad of rest on reaching that elevation. 
During the day, however, I ascended a ridge of rugged 
rocks, which rose above our tents to a height of more 
than 600 feet, being desirous of ascertaining to what ele- 
vation I should find vegetation. An Alsine was common 
among the gravel, with two small plants which were not 
in a determinable state; and on the rocks, to, the highest 
level to which I succeeded in ascending (probably 17,600 
feet), the little Allardia continued to occur occasionally. 
The ridge afforded a good view of the mountains round. 
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The range to the north, which we had still to cross, lay 
in a semicircle behind ; to the east was the continuation 
of the ridge by which we ascended ; and a deep hollow 
lay to the west. Rugged rock everywhere met the view. 
The slates which alternated with the limestone were so 
very brittle that they everywhere formed piles of angular 
fragments, which filled all the hollows, and formed a 
sloping talus against every precipice. The view was 
one not to be forgotten, its desolation far surpassing any 
conception of waste and utter barrenness which I could 
have fctfmed. 

During the whole day I was never free from a dull 
headache, evidently caused by the great elevation. Rest 
relieved it, but the least exertion brought it back again. 
It continued all evening, as long as I was awake, and 
still remained in the morning of the 8th, when I rose 
soon after daybreak to prepare for the journey. A few 
paces took us beyond the shingly ravine in which we had 
been encamped, and the remainder of the ascent was 
tlnoughout over loose angular fragments, the d«hm of 
the cliffs on the right. Under the latter we passed, wind- 
ing round the side of the semicircular bay, till we got to 
about its centre, when the ascent became excessively 
steep and toilsome. The exertion of raising the bgdy 
was very fatiguing, and the last few hundred yards were 
only accomplished after many pauses. A few large 
patches of snow lay in hollows along the road ; but up to 
the very crest of the pass there was no trace of perpetual 
snow, nor even any continuous snow-bed. 

The summit of the Parang pass is a narrow rulge, 
‘covered with large blocks of stone. To the north lay a 
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large field of snow, sloping downwards at a very gentle 
angle. In tMs direction the view was limited within 
two nules by steep rugged mountains, which closed in on 
both sides. To the right and left also, the pass was 
overlooked by ridges close at hand. The only direction 
in which a distant view was obtained was south, where 
the mountains beyond the Piti river were beautifully seen ; 
from the great elevation at which we stood, their summits 
were everywhere in view ; their elevation was surprisingly 
uniform, and the whole range was capped with snow. 
The mountains close at hand presented much the same 
appearance as I had seen from the rocks above our en- 
campment the day before. 

I reached the summit of the pass, which has an ele- 
vation of 18,500 feet, at a quarter before eight in the 
morning. At that time the temperature was 28°; and 
a cold southerly wind blew with considerable violence, 
making us seek the shelter of the blocks which lay 
around, A small red lichen, {Lecanora winiata,) on 
the fragments of rock, was the only vegetable produc- 
tion I observed. After an hour’s rest, we commenced 
the descent over the snow-bed, proceeding towards a gap 
which was visible in the mountains. The snow was 
hard frozen, and crisp under the feet. Descending 
steadily without any fatigue, we were soon evidently on a 
snow-covered glacier. A few fissmes were passed, but 
mostly not above a few inches wide, and none that we 
could not with ease step over, the widest not exceeding 
two feet. At a distance of about a mile and a half from 
the crest, the mountains, which on both sides surrounded 
the snow-bed in the form of a circle, had so much ap- ” 



1847.] 


OLACIEB. 


137 


proached to one another, that they formed a narrow 
valley, down which the snowy mass continued in the form 
of a rugged glacier. We now left the surface of the ice, 
and proceeded along the stony side of the ravine, with 
the glacier on our left hand, and steep limestone rocks 
on our light. Blocks of limestone strewed our path as 
we descended, and numerous small fragments of the same 
rock covered the. edge of the’glacier. 

About three miles from the summit of the pass the 
glacier terminated abruptly in a bluff precipice, the 
height of which was more than 100 feet. Little rills 
of water were, at the time we passed (9^ a.m.), trickling 
from every part of the surface, and a small streamlet ran 
.along the edge of the glacier under an arch of ice. The 
structure was here very evident : broad white bands, and 
narrower ones of a dirty colom‘, from the earthy matter 
Avhich they had absorbed, ran parallel to the slope of the 
ravine, the arches or loops (so well explained by Professor 
Porbes in his delightful work on the glaciers of the Alps) 
being drawn o\it to a great length. 

At the termination of the glacier, we descended from 
the steep mountain-side, along which we had hitherto 
travelled, to the flat plain, the continuation of the surface 
on which the glacier rested. On this descent the first 
vegetation appeared at an elevation of about 10,500 
feet. Two small grasses, Biebersteinia odora, a Lychnis, 
and a httle villous Astragalus, were the plants observed: 
they grew in the creviegs of the rock, and scarcely rose 
above the ground. None of the species were different 
from those collected in the mountains of Piti. 

When we had reached the middle of the valley, so as 
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to be exactly in face of the glacier, we fwind that a large 
stream issued from a vaulted cavity at its termination. 
Por some hundred feet the stream ran among large 
masses of ice, as if the glacier had very recently extended 
further, and had melted away irregularly, leaving these 
masses standing. Leaving the glacier, we stiU followed 
the valley, which was confined on both sides by steep 
cliffs. We kept close to the stream, walking over its 
gravelly bed, and I collected a few more plants as I de- 
scended ; none, however, new to me. A httle Nepeta, 
four species of Potentilla, a Gmphalium, several grasses 
and Carices, and a very small fern, were the species. 
About three miles from the end of the glacier we foimd 
our tents pitched on a small plain, connected with a 
lateral ravine, and covered with tufts of Dama, and a 
httle species of Alsine in flat tufts, which was quite 
new to me. The elevation of our encampment ’was 
16,000 feet. 

We followed the course of the valley into which we 
had thus descended, for three days, without meeting with 
any inhabitants, and through so uniform a country, that 
it is imnecessaxy to detail each day’s journey. Rugged 
and rocky mountains, of moderate elevation, principally 
limestone, bounded the view on both sides. In front we 
seldom saw more than a few miles ; and behind, the view 
was in general equally limited, though occasionally we 
could see, up a lateral valley, the peak of a snowy moun- 
tain. The valley was almost iqvariably wide and level, 
once or twice only interrupted by projecting ridges of 
low rocks advancing to its centre. Low platforms of 
alluvium, like those of Piti, occupied the wider parts. 
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their upper angles resting (as in Piti) on the opening of 
lateral ravines, while their bases were cut into cliffs bf 
the stream. 

During' these three days we descended from 16,000 
to about 14,800 feet. The surrounding mountains were 
quite barren and . desolate. The gravelly plains were 
covered with tufts of Dama and of the curious tufted 
AUim, which formed dense flattened hassock-like masses, 
of considerable size. The soil was very saline, and as 
we descended it gradually became more so. In the 
earlier part of the descent, the alpine forms were the 
same as those to the south of the Parang pass, and the 
plants were few in number and much scattered. Lower 
down, how'ever, more novelty was met with. A little 
willow was the first shrubby plant, and was followed by 
^phed>ra, Myricaria, and Hippophae, all much stunted. 
StiU lower there wore large patches of green-sward along 
the stream, generally swampy, and always covered with 
a saline incrustation. Artemisia;, Aslrnyali, Gentianas, 
and Poteniilla, were the commonest forms, with a 
number of saline plants, chiefly Chenopodiacece, which 
abounded on the lowest spots. 

On the 11th, the last of these three days, the vegeta- 
tion had quite lost its alpine character, notwithstanding 
that the elevation was still 1 5,000 feet. No Biebersteinia 
was seen, and the httle species of Potentilla, Aldne, 
Sawifraga, Cntcifera, and Parnmsia, were no longer 
met with. The large Hyoscyamus of Piti [Belenia of 
Decaisne) had made its appearance, with tall Artemisice, 
a Clematis, a rank-growing Corydalis, deer Soongarimn, 
and other plants in no way alpine. I was much sur- 
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prised to observe so complete a change in so moderate a 
descent, and very much interested to find that the alpine 
flora had so completely disappeared. I regret that I am 
as yet unable to give my results in more perfect form, the 
necessary comparison and determination of the species 
collected still remaining to be done. 

During our descent we had gradually taken a more 
easterly course, and on the 11th our direction was nearly 
due east. On this day we passed the gorge in the 
mountains, up which the road turns to the Chumoreri 
lake, by which Mr. Trebeck had travelled to and from 
Ladakh. This would have been our most direct route 
to Le, but we were desirous of visiting the more eastern 
districts, so as to reach the Indus as soon as possible. 
The mountains in this gorge suddenly lowered ; a wide 
gravelly plain sloped gently up to a low ridge, which did 
not appear to rise higher than two or three hiindred feet 
above the level of the Parang river. Beyond this ridge, 
on the assurance of our guides, confirmed by Major 
Cunningham, who had on a fomer- occasion travelled 
along the Chumoreri lake as far as its southern extremity, 
lies the lake, without any more considerable elevation 
separating it from the Parang river. 

It is much to be regretted that the late period of the 
season, and the other important objects which we had to 
accompUsh, should have prevented us from crossing this 
narrow neck of laud. It would probably have thrown 
much light upon the question of the origin and nature 
of the salt lakes, which are, as is well known, scattered 
over Tibet, Central Asia, and Siberia. The Chumoreri 
lake has certainly no outlet, but from the nature of the 
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surrounding mountains, everywhere steep and lofty, there 
can be no doubt that at one period its waters were dis- 
charged at its south end by the narrow valley which we 
saw from the south side of the Parang river*. An accu- 
rate determination of the height of the separating ridge 
above the present surface of the lake, a careful examina- 
tion of the configuration of the smface at its southern 
end, and an analysis of the water, which is described as 
sufficiently brackish to be unpleasant though not abso- 
• Intely undrinkable, would certainly enable conclusions to 
be drawn as to the nature of the cause which has lowered 
the level of the waters of the lake, and so put an end to 
its discharge. 

In the plain which sloped gently upwards from the 
Parang river towards the Chumoreri lake, we saw for the 
first time a Kiang, or wild horse, but at too great a dis- 
tance to enable his shape and appearance to be distinctly 
made out ; and the river, which was interposed between 
us, prevented our approaching nearer. We afterwards 
frequently saw these animals, but from their extreme wari- 
ness, and the open nature of the country, we were never 
fortunate enough, notwithstanding repeated trials, to get 
within gunshot distance of them. They appear to 
abound at elevations between 14,000 and 16,000 feet, on 
the open midulating tracts on the summits of the moun- 
tain ranges, and to avoid valleys and rocky districts, where 
they would be liable to surprise. 

* I state these facts on the authority of Major Cunningham. Cap- 
tain H. Strachey visited this district in 1848, and wiD, I hope, soon 
make public his observations. He has ascertained that the surface of 
the lake is 15,200 feet above the level of the sea. 
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To the eastward of the former outlet of the lake, the 
valley of the Parang river was more contracted than it 
had been in any previous part of its course. Eocky 
hois, projecting from the southern mountains, advanced 
so close to the river, that no passage was practicable along 
their base, and the road several times ascended several 
hundred feet to cross these ridges. This obstruction was, 
however, but temporary, lasting only for a few miles, 
beyond which the valley expanded into a very wide plain, 
extending for five or six miles in an easterly direction, • 
by about half that distance from north to south. The 
borders of this wide expanse were very low platforms, 
almost horizontal, and not more than from six to ten feet 
above the river. The middle portion was a plain of 
gravel, scarcely higher than the level of the stream, and 
evidently occasionally submerged. Here the river bends 
rapidly round towards the south-east. The district at 
which we had now arrived is called Chumurti, and about 
eight or ten miles to the east of our encampment on the 
11th of September, is a village or assemblage of tents 
called Chumur, from which we obtained a supply of 
porters, to relieve the party who had accompanied us 
from Piti. Here also, in accordance with the instructions 
we had received on leaving Simla, Captain Strachey left 
us, with the intention of following the course of the 
Parang river, as far as he conveniently could, and then 
turning to the left across one of the passes of the great 
trans-Sutlej chain to the Indus. Major Cunningham 
and myself, on the other hand, proposed to proceed by 
the direct, and equally unknown, route to Hmile, and 
thence to visit the Indus, and proceed to Le. 
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The Parang river, whose source is in the mountains im- 
mediately north of the Parang pass, has, as we have seen, 
at first a northerly direction, but gradually bends more 
and more to the eastward and southward, and finally 
has a nearly south-west course, where it joins the Piti 
river, nearly opposite Shialkar. Its source, as well as 
its confluence with the Piti river, are within the British 
territory; but the most important, because the most 
populous, part of its course lies within the Chinese bor- 
der. The boundary of the Chinese district runs nearly 
from north-east to south-west, passing a httle to the west 
of Rodok, and crossing the Indus at the village of Chibra, 
where Mr. Trebeck was stopped in his attempt to pene- 
trate up the Indus ; thence a little south of Haule, and 
across the course of the Parang river. It then bends 
more towards the south, and again crosses the Parang at 
the point where we were stopped in the end of August, 
whence its direction is nearly due south as far as Nilang, 
on the Jahnavi branch of the Ganges. 

The Parang river being a tributary of the Sutlej, by 
crossing the great chain at the Parang pass we had not 
-reached the Indus valley, but had descended into a lateral 
valley stiU connected with the drainage of the Sutlej. 
The great line of watershed between the Indus and 
Sutlej lay stiU before us. This chain, which is the pro- 
longation of Kailas, must be called the trans-Sutlej 
Himalaya, unless the name Himalaya be restricted to 
the chain south of the Sutlej, in which case the moun- 
tains of Lahul, Kishtawar, and Kashmir, would lose their 
claim to that appellation. 

Towards this chain, which we were to oposs by the 
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TLanak pass, we commenced our journey on the morning 
of the 12th of September. Our road lay across the 
Parang river, which flowed in several channels among 
the wide expanse of gravel which here formed its bed. 
The morning was bitterly cold, and the water almost 
icy, to the great discomfort of our porters. The largest 
stream was perhaps twenty-five feet wide and two and 
a half deep, with a moderately rapid current. After 
crossing the river we took a northerly direction, leaving 
the valley or plain of the Parang river, and ascending an 
open, almost level valley, bounded by low hills. The 
mountains on the left, which were interposed betw'een 
our route and the Chumoreri lake, were the most rug- 
ged in sight. In the centre of the plain was the chan- 
nel of a stream, very shingly, but without water, along 
which, or on alluvial banka only a few feet higher, we 
gradually advanced. The level of our camp on the Parang 
river had been 14,800 feet ; and from this we were now 
gradually but imperceptibly rising. , The hills on either 
hand were rounded and low, but increased in height as 
wo receded from the Parang river. The soil was very 
barren, and showed many indications of salt. Scattered 
plants of Salsola were common, - with Christolen, a 
pretty Cruciferous plant, with purple flowers and fleshy 
wedge-shaped leaves, tasting strongly of horse-radish, 
which has been described by Decaisne from specimens 
“collected by Jacquemont in Piti. A little white Alys- 
mm, which I had not previously met Avith, was also very 
common. 

Pour miles fix)m the Parang river we reached a flat 
grassy plain of considerable extent, with deep black soil, 
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in which meandered a very slowly running stream, per- 
haps twelve feet wide, which seemed to have an outlet 
by an open valley on om* right, and to join the Parang 
some miles to the east of where wo left it. A great part 
of this plain was swampy, the turf rising in little knolls, 
but round the edges and in all the higher j)arts it was 
covered with a thick incrustation of white efflorescent 
salt. To the north and cast, low gently-sloping hills as 
barren as ever rose from the edge of the green plain ; 
and in the north-east comer, close to the foot of the 
hills, a large fountain, discharging copiously clear taste- 
less cold water, was evidently the source of the stream 
which flowed over the plain. The grassy turf produced 
a considerable number of plants, not a few of wnich were 
new to me An Uiiihdlifcru, an Ader with large purple 
flowers, a Smmurea, and tw'o species of PcAictilaris, one 
with white, the other with yellow flowers, were very com- 
mon, as were also a s])ecies of Tru/lochin, a white JtfvcuH, 
several Carices, and three or four veay beautiful gi’asses. 
In the shallow water of the [)Ools scatteixal over the 
])lain, a species of alga was common, floating without 
attachment. It was a broad foliaceous gi-een plant, and 
has been dctcmiincd by the Rev. M. J. Berkeley to be a 
species of Nostoc, closely allied to, if not identical with 
N. commune, a species which occurs in all parts of the 
globe. 

After crossing this plain, and stopping to rest by the 
fountain, we began to ascend the long slopes of the hills, 
partly on a level ridge, partly along the wide sloping 
valleys by which the low hills were separated. Both 
hills and plain were frightfully arid, the aspect of the 
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country being of an uniform grey colour; and coarse 
gravel, Avith scattered stones of larger size, everywhere 
covered the siuface. The ascent was very inconsiderable 
till towards the end of the day’s journey. The distance 
travelled was about ten miles, and we cncam])ed at about 
15,800 feet, on the left bank of a small stream which 
des(!ended from the north, the bordei-s of which were 
swampy and covered Avith green turf, in which the com- 
mon plants of the country occurred, such as little gen- 
tians, liamneuli, ParnaHmi, several Polj/yona and Poten- 
iillce, Caric.es, and grasses. On the AA^cst bank of the 
stream was a Ioav ridge; of clay-slate rocks, Avhile on the; 
right and in the valley Avas a heaj) of granite bouldei’s ; 
no doubt an ancient moraiiK;, for the fragments were 
piled on one another to a great height, and rose far 
above the stream as Avell as the ordinary level of the 
plain. 

On the 18th of September we crossed the Lanak pass, 
which 'lay before us at a distance of about five miles. 
From our encampment the mountains a])peared easy of 
access and rounded in oxitline, and Ave commenced the 
ascent by a nearly level Avalk across the gravelly ])lain. 
After a mile and a half we rejoined the stream, and 
kept along it for a little way. Its banks were green 
Avith a narrow belt of tiuf; and the bed Avas often rocky, 
the rock being still clay-slate, iiotAAdthstauding the granite 
boidders everywhere scattered about. The edges of the 
stream were frozen, spiculm of thin ice adhering to the 
herbage. The vegetation was quite alpine, the elevation 
being certainly above 1 6,000 feet. A Delphinium, which 
seemed the same as the D. Bnmonianum of the Hang- 
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arang pass, a little yellow saxifrage, and a white-flowered 
species of the same genns, which 1 believe to be the Scot- 
tish alpine S. cernm, an entire-leaved yellow Ranunculus, 
a Pediculnns with purple flowers, and some grasses, were 
the most remarkable plants observed. 

After a mile, we left the ravine and ascended to the 
open gently-sloping ground on its left, still rising sensi- 
bly as wc advanced. The surface was, as usual, dry and 
gravelly, and Oxytropis ch'diofikyHa and a little ^Hpo 
were almost the only plants. We continued nearly paral- 
lel to the ravine, and crossed it again a little further on. 
It was HOW dry, and its steep stony banks were covered 
with bushes of Damn. Still gradually ascending, we 
crossed the same ravine a third time, wlu're its bed was 
upwards of 1 7,000 f(!et. There was again no water visi- 
ble, but th(! ground was still moist, the streamlet pro- 
bably, as is very geiuTal in these arid regions, trickling 
under the surface among th<' loose gravel. The little 
alpine nettle, which I had first found on the northern 
spin's of Porgyul, near Changar, and again on the south- 
ern face of the Parang pass, was here common, as were 
two s}icpies of Afsino, which formed dense tufts. A 
little saxifrage and the Delphinium w’^ere also stiU ob- 
served, but all the other plants had disa])pearcd. 

Leaving the ravine for the last time, we continued 
the ascent, which became steeper as we advanced. A 
rounded ridge lay to our right hand, and we rose nearer 
and nearer to its crest. Pragments of granite, piled on one 
another in increasing numbers, covered the steep slopes. 
Rock in situ, was only to be seen in one place it was 
still clay-slate, containing a good deal of mica, 'me'top 
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of the pass was nearly level for several hundred yards, 
and covered with boulders, principally of granite, but a 
few of quartz and of a trappcan rock, quite black and 
homogencoiis. The outline of the mountains was gene- 
rally rounded, and they rose gradually in both directions 
above the pass, which had an elevation of 18,100 feet. 
The view, both towards the direction in which we had 
come and that in which we were proceeding, was rather 
extensive, but from the j)revailing uniformity of outline and 
colour it wns more striking than beautiful. 'I'henr were 
no trees or villages, no variation <jf surface gi’catcr than 
an occasional grey rock, but everywhere the same dreary 
sterile uniformity. Nothing could be s(^cn of Lake Chu- 
morcri, which hes at least liftcen miles westward, and 
is surrounded by mountains, everywlu're (except in the 
direction of the former outlet) higher than that on which 
we stood. 

The occurrence of gn-at accumulations of boulders, of 
a rock dilferent from that which occurs in situ on the 
very summit ,of the pass, was quite confortnable to what 
I had observed on some of the y)asses between Kunavvar 
and Hangarang. It was not, however, on this_^ account 
the less puzzling, nor was it till T crossed the Sassar pass, 
in August, 1848, that I could at all conceive in what way 
it w'as to be explained. On this pass, as I shall after- 
wards relate in detail, a glacier occupies the crest of the 
pass, descending from higher mountains to the north, and 
presenting a bluff termination in two directions. 

On the summit of the pass I collected specimens of 
three phenogamous plants, probably noiuished by a re- 
cently melted patch of snow ; for though there was none 
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on the pass itself, nor on the descent on either side, 
a steep mountain, luiJf a mile to the right, in a dm; 
northern exposure, was still covered with snow to at 
least five hundred feet below the level of the })ass. The 
small quantity of snow seen in the distant view was very 
remarkable, and the more so sis there was no indication 
of diminished elevation ; ridge rising beyond ridge, and 
peak behind peak, to the utmost limits of view. The 
three plants wliich were observed were a little Arenariu 
or Stellaria, and two Cruciferous plants, one of wdiich 
only was in fruit. A red lichen, the same as thsit seen 
on the Parang pass, covered the stones. 

The d<;sccnt from the Lsmak pass was at first gentle, 
hut very soon became steep, to tlie bottom of a valley in 
which a smsill strcsim of water was running, deiived, 1 
suppose, from some small snoAv-beds in a lateral ravine 
out of sight, for it almost immediattiy disappeared under 
the gravel. Soon aft(;r leaving the crest of the pass, we 
canu! upon clay-slate rock finely laminated, and dipping 
south-south-west at a high angle. 'I'lic valley by which 
we descemhal gradually contracted into a I’ocky ravine, 
at last very narrow, with high precijjitous walls, and full 

in 

of large boulders. We encamped for the night at its 
junction with a large stream descending in a rocky dell 
from the west. Around oni‘ camp, on both sides of the 
stream, there was an outbreak of greenstone, which had 
npheaved the clay-slate rocks. 

On the 14th of September we proceeded along the 
stream close to which we had encamped the day before. 
High mountains, whose suinmits coidd not be seen from 
the bottom of tlic narrow j-avinc, rose on both sides. 
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The rock on both banks was clay-slate, much altered by 
heat, often very hard, and with numerous quartz veins ; 
no more greenstone was observed. The stream, copious 
when we started, gradually -disappeared as the ravine 
widened, and water soon lay only in pools along the 
gravelly bed. Boulders of granite w’^ere abundant all 
along. After three miles the ravine opened into a wide 
gravelly plain, skirted by roimded hills of considerable 
elevation, to which the alluvial platforms sloped very 
gently on both sides. Christolea, a little shrubby Arte- 
misia, and a small Sf.ipa, were the plants which grew 
among the gravel. 

After about a mile and a half, the direction of the 
plain trending to the south more than was suited to our 
purpose, w'c turned to the left, to cross the ridge which 
ran parallel to it on the north-east. A long gravelly 
plain, sloping almost imperceptibly upwards, led us to 
the summit of the ridge, which was not more thmi two 
or three hundred feet above the plain we had left. From 
tliis pass, for such it was, though an insignificant one, 
an open valley, skirted on both sides by low rounded 
hills, ran to the north-east for nearly five miles. The 
ajipearance of the country was very remarkable. The 
hills were all very gentle in slope, and quite rounded in 
outline, so that the surface was almost undulating. It 
required reflection on the fact that wo were traversing a 
tract in which the bottoms of the valleys were from 
15,000 to 16,500 feet above the level of the sea, to 
make us aware of the very mountainous natme of the 
country we were passing through, which was, if any 
part of Tibet (which I have seen) may be so called, the 
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Table Land north of the Himalaya. The height of the 
mountains, too, was in fact greater than wc had at first 
been inclined to believe, the gentleness of the slopes mak- 
ing us think the ridges nearer than they really were, and 
therefore leading to a false estimate of their height. In 
general they wore from 1000 to 2000 feet in height, 
and their simimits therefore from 10,000 to 17,000 feet 
•above the level of the sea. 

The o})en valley along wliich we now proceeded was 
reimu'kable in another point of view. It was quite 
waterless, and seemed hemmed in on both sides by Mils, 
so that its drainage must take place in the direction of 
its long axis ; at least, no lateral dejjj ession could be per- 
ceived on either side. About a mile from its etistern 
end, this plain was lower than in any other part. We 
had been descending along it from west to cast, and we 
coidd see that beyond that })oint it rose gently to the 
eastward. The surface of the lowi'st j)art was covered 
with ii hard shining white (hiy, without any of the fine 
gravel which abounded elsewhen;. A few tufts of an 
Eurotki were the only plant which it produced. It was 
evident that the winter snoAvs which fall on this isolated 
spot, when melted in sumuKU, finding no exit, form a 
small lake, till they completely disappear by evaporation. 

After crossing this low clayey tract, we ascended gently 
for nearly a mile in an easterly direction, when the valley 
terminated very abruptly and unexpectedly in a precipi- 
tous descent of four or five hundred feet, the clay-slate 
rocks emerging suddenly from beneath the gravel at the 
very edge of the precipice. The road descended in a nar- 
row gorge, which had apparently been worn by aqueous 
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jiction iu tlie almost perpendicular cliff. On emerging 
from this gorge, we found ourselves on the border of a 
very extensive perfectly level .tract, seemingly surrounded 
by hills, and approaching in shape to a circle, though its 
outhne, from projecting ranges of hiUs, was very irregu- 
lar. The margins of this plain were dry and gravelly ; 
the centre, as seen from a distance, was green, but in 
many places encrusted with a saline efflorescence. 

Skirting this plain, which lay on our right, while 
ranges of lulls, separated by wdde gravelly valleys, occu- 
pied the left, wc reached Hanlc, a Buddhist monastery 
inhabited by about twenty lamas, built on the summit of 
a steep hill which rises abruptly out of the plain. Wc 
encamped in a ravine at the foot of the hill on which thc“ 
monastery is built, iu which the tents of the wandering 
population are erected when they bring their flocks into 
this neighbourhood. 

The plain of Hanlc, which is not, 1 think, less than 
six or eight miles in diameter, resembles very much that 
curious flat tract which we })assed on the 12th of Sep- 
tcudier, on the south side of the Lanak ])ass ; it is, 
however, much larger in dimensions. Several streams, 
very tortuous and sluggish, wind over its surface. 
These were frequently three feet or more in depth, and 
contained multitudes of small fish, usually about six 
inches iu length, but growing to eight or ten inches at 
least. They w^ere a species of, carp. Wc tried to eat 
them, but, though sweet and well-tasted, the bones were 
so numerous and troublesome that we relinquished the 
attempt. We were much interested at tin' occurrence of 
fish at an elevation of 14,300 fc('l, a height at which. 
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a priori, it would scarcely have been expected that they 
would have existed. 

The si-wface of the plain was very saline, and, where 
not swampy, covered with coarse grasses and Cyperacca. 
It was very uneven, luminiocks or knolls being scattered 
over the surface, which made walking very difficult. 
These, I presume, were caused by the gradual growth of 
plants, which, in process of time, formed heaps in spots 
not covered by water during the melting of the snow in 
sjiriug. In some parts there were extensive patches of 
Damn. A species of Elymm and a Blysmm were very 
abundant. The ground in the vicinity of the streams 
was swampy, and the coarse grasses of the drier parts 
were replaced by little PofcviiUm, 'G/aua; wariHnm, 
l iiA'acum, Aster, and a number of Chenopodiaceous plants. 
In the running waters a Poiamoyeion and limmnculus 
(((funtiHs were plentiful. The streams, which must, I 
b{!liev({, as in tlic case of the plain of the 12th, principally 
derive their sup])ly from springs which break out on the 
edge of the Hat country, all converge to a point at the 
north-east end of the plain, and, uniting into one, con- 
tinue their com’sc down an open valley in a northerly 
direction towards the Indus. 

As no section of the bed of this remarkable plain is 
anywhere to be seen, it is not possible to fonn an esti- 
mate of the depth of its boggy soil, or of the natme of 
the subjacent deposit. It can scarcely be doubted that 
it has at one time been a lake, which has been gradually 
silted up ; but it is not easy to conjecture the length of 
time which has elapsed since it became dry land, in the 
absence of any knowledge of the natiue and contents of 
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the deposits which occur beueath the surface. As au 
outlet for the waters of the plain exists to the northward, 
we may infer that the waters of the lake were always fresh. 

We remained two days at Hanle, to effect a change 
of porters, a matter which cannot be accomplished in a 
hurry in an almost uninhabited coxmtry, without unne- 
cessary hardships on individuals. There is no settled 
population except the monks or lamas ; a few stone huts 
without roofs, wdiich were scattered about the foot of the 
rock, having no tenants. To the east of the monastery. 
Oil the border of the plain, watered by an artificial chan- 
nel brought with considerable labour from the river, we 
obser\'ed two or thi’ee small fields. The grain, which 
was barley, had been cut and carried away, so that har- 
vest at Hanle was over. The view from the top of the 
monastery was extensive, as we overlooked the whole 
plain to the south, and the valley of the llanh'. river on 
the east. The mountains were highest to the east, where 
a very lofty, steep, and irregular range, with a good deal 
of snow in some places, separated Hanle from the Indus. 
To the^soiith and west, the mountains, though high, were 
rounded. 

The rock on which the monastery is built is wholly 
igneous, but varies from a coarse-grained granite, rapidly 
decaying, to a dark-coloured greenstone, with large 
crystals scattered through it. Close to the foot of the 
hill, the clay-slate was in a few places visible, consi- 
derably altered by igneous action, as was to be expected 
from its proximity to the greenstone. 



milAX LAKHS OF TIBET. 


167 


1847.J 

saturating the sesquicarbonate of soda, which is so uni- 
versally produced on the surface of Tibet, with the acid. 
At least, the statement that the production of borax is 
dependent on the amount of soda, leads to this conclu- 
sion. The whole description, however, (as is, indeetl, 
to be expected in a native account of a chemical process,) 
is very obscure, and not to be dcipeuded upon. Mr. 
Saumh'rs does not notice any hot springs in the neigh- 
bourhood of the borax ; but in the more western district 
described by Mr. Ulane, hot springs seem to accompany 
the borax lake as at Pugha. 

It is not impossible that the three districts in which 
the occurrence of borax has been noticed, which are only 
a very small portion of those which exist, may represent 
thi’ce stag(;s of one and the same phenomenon. The 
l)oracic acid lake may, by the gradual influx of soda, be 
gradually tamverted into borax, which, from its great 
insolubility, will bo de]>osited as it is formed. On the 
drainage or diying-u]) of such a lake, a borax plain, similar 
to that of Pugha, would be loft behind*. 

Prom Pugha, two roads towards Le were open to us. 
We might (hther return to the Indus, and follow’^ the val- 
ley of 'that river throughout, or proceed by a more direct 
route across the mountains to join the road from Lake 
Chumorcri to Lc, by which Mr. Trebeck had travelled 
on his Avay to Piti. As wc knew that the Indus route 
would be surveyed by Captain Strachey, avIio Avas de- 
sirous of following the course of the river as far as prac- 

* 1 have made over all my specimens of the borax aud other saline 
products of Tibet to Dr. It. D. Thomson, of (llusgow, who is at present 
engaged in examining them. 
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ticablc, wc preferred tlic more mountainous road, and, 
therefore, on leaving our encampment at Pugha, on the 
morning of the 23rd of September, wc continued to 
ascend the valley of the little stream, on the banks of 
which wc had been encamped. For the first two miles 
the plain was nearly level, and similar in character to 
what has just been described, hot springs being observed 
at intervals. 

Two miles from om* encampment, wc stopped and ex- 
amined the spot whence sulphur is obtained, at the base 
of the mountain slope on the north side of the valley. 
Ascending a few feet over a loose talus, of shingle, which 
skirted the bottom of the hill, w'e found two narrow 
caverns in the slaty rock, apparently natural, or only a 
little widened by art, I'oughly circulai*, and less than three 
f(!Ct in diameter at the mouth. One of these caverns 
continued a long way inwards, nearly horizontally, but 
it contracted considerably in diameter, and was so dark 
tliat we coidd not penetrate far. The rock was prin- 
cipally gypsum, interstratified with very friable mica- 
slate. Sometimes the gypsum w-as amorphous and pow- 
dery, at other times in needles two or three inches long, 
perpendicular to the strata of slate. The sulphur was 
in snndl quantities, scattered among the gypsum, and 
was more abundant in the lower beds. It was fre- 
quently in very perfect crystals, not, however, of any 
great size. 

The air which issued from these funnel-shaped apej’- 
tures was very sensibly warm, and had a strongly sul- 
phurous odour. Unfortunately, wc had not anticipated 
the ut'ccssity for observing the temperature, which was 
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not by any means oppressive, and was only remarkable 
in contrast with the extreme cold of the external air. 

In the neighbourhood of the sulphur-pits, the hot 
sjnings along the coiu’se of the stream were very nume- 
rous, evolving much gas. A little higher they ceased 
altogether, and the up])cr part of the plain was without 
any springs, as was evident from the quantity of ice by 
which it was covered. l\)r more than a mile it was a 
dead level, and very swampy ; but afterwards the valley 
became gently sloping and gravelly, the little stream 
b(*ing often hidden under the jiebbles. Large boulders 
of tli(! same granite whicii we had obseiwed the day 
liefore, were scattered over the surface. The vegetation 
in this valley was extremely scanty, a few' scattered tufts 
of Dama, anti sonu' slu'ubby Arfoniisue, were occasionally 
seen, but the licrbaceons vegetation had been almost 
tmtirely destroyed by the intense morning frosts, which 
had for sonu; time been of daily occxu'rence. On the 
latter ])art of the day’s journey the rock on the moun- 
tain-side (Jianged from mica-slate to gneiss, of which 
very lofty scarjicd clitts rose abruptly on the right hand. 
We encamped on a level spot, after ten miles of almost 
imjierceptible ascent. 

Next morniug we continued to ascend the valley, which 
was now very rugged, from masses of boulders, wdiich 
w'cre heaped one on another to a very great thickness. 
The stream had cut for itself a uanow channel, nearly 
a hundred feet in depth, the walls of which were en- 
tirely composed of huge incoherent masses of rock, all 
more or less angular. A wailk of three miles brought 
us to the crest of the ])ass, wdiich was nearly level and 
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grassy for about a iiiile ; its elevation was about 16,500 
feet. The pass (Pulokanka La) is a very deep depression 
in the axis of the chain, which runs parallel to the left 
bank of the Indus, separating the waters tributary to 
that river from those which join the Zanskar river, some 
of the feeders of the latter springing from the valleys 
on the western slopes of these mountains. The hills 
right and left of the pass rise very boldly into rugged 
masses, contrasting strongly with the level plain which 
constitutes the pass, in which the watershed is scarcely 
perceptible. 

hVom the pass the descent was considerably more 
abrupt than the ascent had been. The valley to the 
right was bare and stony, watered by a small streamlet, 
which had, as on the eastern face of the pass, cut a deep 
channel for itself among boulders. On descending, we 
turned gradually to the right, and a lake by degrees came 
in view, towards the southern extremity of which the 
road advanced over midulating hills of fine clay, full of 
fresh-water shells, almost entirely of one specips of Lym- 
?t(sa, of which the specimens were extremely numerous. 
This lake is the Thogji Chumo of Mr. Trebeck, who 
travelled along it on his journey from Le to Piti. 

I was much surprised, and not a little pleased, to find 
that the clay-beds contained fossils ; as, except on one; 
occasion in Piti, where I found one or two specimens of a 
small Planorbis, I had in vain sought in the clayey beds 
for any trace of organized beings. Here, however, shells 
were in prodigious abundance, and as the species was a 
large one, they were very conspicuous. The clay for- 
mation was horizontally stratified, and cpiitc impalpable. 
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The uppermost beds were at least a hundred feet above 
tlie level of the lake; aud as the valley by which we 
deseended was in its lower part almost horizontal, the 
lacustrine beds extended to a considerable distance from 
the lake, forming a slightly undulating surface, over 
which the road ran. 

After reaching the banks of the lake, the road kept 
its eastern shore throughout its whole length, which M-^as 
about three miles, and we encamped close to its north 
end, on the edge of a level salt })hiin. Om* elevation was 
about 15,500 feet. The margins of the lake, which was 
intensely saline, were generally very shallow, aiul its banks 
often swampy, and covered with saline plants, especially 
CJhetiojJotHacecS; a species of Snivda, with cylindrical fleshy 
leaves, Avas (!S])eeially abundant, growing in the soft mud 
close to the banks of the lake. A Blijmita, sevend grasses, 
and Ranunculiw Ci/iuOalaria were also common along the 
banks of the lake. No shells could be seen in the water. 
The surrounding hills were not very lofty, but often rose 
abruptly several hundred feet, and were in general rug- 
ged and rocky. At the height of perhaps 150 feet 
above the lake, a Aveathered mark could be traced on the 
face of the mountains, wdierevcr they were rocky, every- 
where (juite horizontal. This was most conspicuous from 
a distance, and became indistinct on a near approach. It 
appeared to indicate, as 1 shall hereafter show, the level 
of the surface of the lake at some former period. 

On the morning of the 25th of September, our day’s 
journey commenced by rounding the north end of the 
lake, keeping at some distance from its juargin to avoid 
sAvamp. For about two miles from the northern end. 
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the ground continued ahnost level, and contained great 
masses of the lacustrine clay quite horizontally stratified, 
and very little higher than the surface of the water, but 
here quite without shells. A wide valley, rising gently 
towards the north, lay beyond this level plain ; but our 
road, passing across the end of the lake, ascended another 
valley, which ran in a north-west direction from its north- 
west corner. The slope of this valley was very gentle. It 
was bounded by low undulating or rocky hiUs, on which, 
where the surface was suitable, the same remarkable 
water-mark could be traced continuously, and still, to all 
appearance, quite horizontal. The centre of the valley 
was occupied by clay, at first non-fossiliferous, but a little 
further on containing a great abundance of shells, the 
same as in the bed seen the day before. A few speci- 
mens of a very small bivalve, seemingly a species of Cycles, 
were also met with ; but they were so very rare, that they 
bore an infinitesimally small proportion to the Lymnaa. 

For several miles the ancient water-mark could be 
traced along the sides of the hills, appealing to descend 
gradually, as the valley slightly rose in elevation. Beds 
of clay continued to occupy the middle of the valley 
nearly as long as the water-mark remained visible. At 
last it disappeared where a depression on the left, lead- 

t g to the valley of Ilukchin, seemed to indicate the 
rmer drainage of the lake, at a time , when its waters 
occupied a much higher level, and contained in a living 
state the large mollusca of which the shelly coverings 
still remain in such vast abundance in the clay. As 
it was at the very edge of the lacustrine clay formation 
that the shells were so abundant, while the masses of 



1847.] FORMER OUTLET OF LAKE. 173 

clay in the vicinity of onr encampment of the 25th, at 
the north-east extremity of the lake, were without any, 
it would appear that the species was quite littoral, while 
in the more central parts fine mud was deposited, with- 
out shells. ^ The outlet was indicated to me by Major 
Cunningham, who in a previous journey had travelled 
filong a part of the Rukchin valley in descending from 
the Lachalang pass towards the salt lake. As it may 
fairly be inferred that the lake was quite fresh at the 
time when it was inhabited by Lymmsce and Cyclades, 
it is satisfactory to know that so very small an increase 
of the height of the surface of the water, as about 150 
feet, would be sufiicicut to admit of its discharging its 
waters along the course of an open valley into cnc of the 
tribiitaries of the Zaiiskar river. 

Our road, after passing the ravine on the left, along 
which I suppose the discharge of the lake at its original 
level to have been cficcted, turned still more towards the 
north, and ascending an open valley to the right, crossed 
a low col, or pass, and descended into a small basin sur- 
rounded by hills, which was evidently at some former 
period the bed of a small lake, for it was filled with pure 
fine clay, in which, however, I cotild not observe any 
shells. From this plain we passed into another open 
valley, up which we ascended in a northerly direction for 
five or six miles, encamping where the mountains on both 
sides began to* close in a circle. Throughout the day 
we had been gradually but very gently ascending, and 
the height of our encampment was probably about 16,500 
feet. We were about two miles from the Tunglung 
pass, a depression in the range parallel to the Indus, tlie 
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same ridge which we had crossed before descending to 
the salt lake. The axis of the range had been very near 
us on the right hand since we had crossed it on the 
24 th, and had sent down a succession of spurs, separated 
by wide valleys, along which we had beep travelling. 
These separating ridges appeared usually to rise to an 
elevation of from one to two thousand feet above the 
nearly level valleys which lay at their bases, and were, 
though often rocky, less remarkably so than in many 
previous parts of our journey. 

The elevated country surrounding the sources of the 
Parang and Hanle rivers, and those of the more eastern 
branches of the Zanskar, as w^ell as that encircling Lake- 
Clmmoreri, constitutes as near an approach to what Hum- 
boldt has denominated a knot {nmtd) of mountains, as 
any part of the Himalaya which I have visited; not 
that I conceive there is any reason to suppose that we 
have in this part of the chain an intersection of two 
mountain masses of ditferent ages, to which cause the 
distinguished geographer is disposed to assign those 
aggregations of mountains which he has so designated. 
There is, however, as indicated by the origin of so many 
considerable strcanis in a confined area, an extensive tracd 
of highly elevated land, in which the valleys have a very 
gentle slope, while the surrounding mountains are not 
much elevated above them. The whole tract is never- 
theless eminently mountainous, if contrasted, not with 
the still more rugged districts by which it is on every 
side surrounded, but with the hilly districts of less alpine 
countries. 

In the elevated district which we had been traversing 
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since crossing the Parang pass, there is little or no culti- 
vation, a field or two at Hanle and at the monastery on 
the banks of Lake Chumoreri (as I am informed by 
Major Cunningham) being the only exceptions. The 
district, however, is much frequented by a nomade po- 
pulation of shepherds, who, living in tents, move about 
with their flocks as the abundance of food or their own 
caprice may lead them. Clusters of black tents were 
now and then seen by us at intervals, especially in Rup- 
chu, by which name the districts round the salt lake are 
known to the wandering inhabitants. 

During the whole of the 25th of September, a furious 
north wind had continued to blow, accompanied by a 
cloudy sky, and all the indications of extremely unsettled 
weather, such as had been met with in the neighbour- 
hood of llanle only a week before. It was evident that, 
as winter approached, these periods of distiubance rc- 
ciuTcd more and more frequently. This 'time the fuiy 
of the blast increased as the day advanced, and after dark 
the cold in oiir tents was very severe. About 10 p.m. 
it began to snow slightly, and at daybreak on the 20th 
the gi'ound Avas covered with snow to a depth of between 
two and three inches. As we had a prospect of arriving 
in milder regions by diminishing our elevation during 
the day, we hastened oiu’ dei)arturc as much as possible. 
A mile and a half of level ground brought us directly 
under the pass, the ascent to which w'as at last very steep. 
The road was very stony and ruggcid, but everything 
being covered with snow a good deal deeper than on 
the open plain on which we had encamped, we did not 
linger at the summit. The wind still blew strongly 
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from the north, driving in our faces the still falling 
snow, and opposing our progress towards the crest, 
which was very rocky, being composed of a mass of 
hard stratified quartz. Thcvcleyation of the summit was 
about 17,600 feet. 

The descent from the pass was very rapid. After a 
few paces, we were in a narrow and steep ravine, in -which 
we continued to descend very abruptly, withoiit obtaining 
any view of the surrounding country. Three miles from 
the summit, at perhaps 2000 feet lower level, snow 
ceased to lie on the grmmd, but it continued to fall 
lightly till the afternoon. Large roimded tufts of an Alsi- 
naceous plant were common on the upper part of the 
descent, conspicuous under the snow. Lower down, the 
remains of species of Corydalh and Saussurea were dis- 
coverable in crevices of the rocks, the only remains of the 
alpine vegetation. The rock on both sides was clay-slate. 

Continuing* to descend rapidly, the ravine widened a 
little, and became filled with a most extensive develop- 
ment of alluvial conglomerate, forming thick masses, 
worn into pinnacles and fantastic shapes, like the similar 
deposits above Sungnam in Kunawar. This was particu- 
larly conspicuous where a lateral valley joined that along 
which we descended, a flat-topped promontory of allu- 
vium there projecting far beyond the primitive rocks. 

After a descent of about 4000 feet of perpendicular 
height, we arrived at Giah, elevated 13,400 feet above 
the sea, not a little glad to be among houses, in a more 
temperate region than it had been for some time our lot 
to travel in. We took up our quarters in the upper 
room of a two-storied house, which had- been prepared 
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for our reception, and willingly agreed to Halt a day in 
order to give time for arrangements, for a change of 
porters, and a rest to our servants and guides. Giah 
will be recollected, by those acquainted with Moorcroft’s 
travels, as tJie place where he entered the Tibetan country, 
and where he was for some time kept in considerable 
uncertainty as to the nature (S’^'the reception he would 
meet with. Since that time the supremacy of the Sikhs 
has entirely changed the state of the country ; and though 
the king (Gylpo) of Giah still exists, he does not even 
exercise a nominal sovereignty, but lives a pensioner 
on the Sikh government, without power and with a very 
limited income. 

The influence of the Sikhs has, 'however, iproduced 
little change in the character of the people, as their occu- 
pation of the country, except in Le itself, and at one or 
two military posts, is entirely nominal, and only main- 
tained by the moral influence of their known superiority 
in resources and military skill. The gumpa, or monas- 
tery, as in Moorcroft’s time, crowms a rocky hill on the 
right bank of the Giali stream, while the town, or more 
properly village, on the left bank, is built on the steep 
alluvial banks high above the stream. There was a con- 
siderable extent of cultivation round the village, barley 
and peas being the chief crops ; both had been cut, but 
were still lying in small heaps in the fields. Notwith- 
standing the great elevation, a number of popkr-trees, 
of the large cordate-leaved species (which seems identical 
with P. bakamifera), occur in the village, several of 
which attain a considerable size. 

On the morning of the 28th of September we resumed 
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our journey towards Le. By crossing the Tunglung 
pass, we had again gained the eastern slope of the ridge 
dividing the waters of the Zanskar from those of the 
Indus. The Giah stream flows towards the latter 
river with a north-easterly course, and two marches of 
little more than seven miles each, brought us to the 
banks of the Indus at a village called Upshi. For the 
first mile after leaving Giah, the vaUey was somewhat 
open, with steep banks of alluvial conglomerate ,• it then 
contracted rather suddenly into a narrow ravine, with 
steep rocky walls, composed -of highly inclined strata of 
conglomerate and sandstone. Owing to the diminished 
elevation, the vegetation was considerably more recog- 
nizable than it had been for the last week, and several 
shrubby plants were seen which had long been absent. 
Bphedra was common in the crevices of the rocks, and 
the Tibetan rose and a small shrubby Lonicera grew on 
the gravelly banks of the little stream. 

At Miru, a considerable village where we encamped, 
the valley expanded into a little plain, filled as usual with 
alluvium, and covered with cultivation. A few poplar- 
trees occurred in the village. The ravine contracted 
immediately below this place, and was, if possible, more 
narrow and rocky than the day before, as the httle stream 
had to be crossed not less than four or five times in as 
many miles, on small wooden bridges of rough planks. 
A very beautiful Labiate shrub, a species oi PeromUa, 
with bright blue flowers, which I afterwards found very 
abundant in the Indus valley from 12,000 to 8000 feet, 
was here met vrith for the first time; Close to its junc- 
tion with the Indus, the ravine expanded into an open 
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plain, well covered with houses and enclosures, with 
scattered poplar and willow trees, as well as a few apri- 
cots, and traversed by canals of irrigation conducted from 
the little Giah rivulet. The Indus is here not more than 
forty feet wide, flowing swiftly over large boulders, and 
quite unfordable. 

Throughout the whole course of this very remarkable 
gorge by which we descended from Giah, the rock con- 
tinued to be conglomerate, alternating with strata of 
sandstone and of a very friable slate. The conglomerate 
was extremely hard, and generally of a dark brown 
colour. Tlte matrix, which had often a semi-vitrified 
appearance, was not less hard than the enclosed stones, 
which were all rounded and very various in size and 
composition, jasper rock, granite, and quartz being all 
seen. The sandstone which accompanied the conglome- 
rate varied much in colour, various shades of red, brown, 
and green being predominant. It was also extremely 
hard. These strata, which were highly inclined, often 
nearly vertical, were in general well marked, in conse- 
quence of the beds of hard sandstone and conglomerate 
being thrown out in relief by the more rapid decay of 
the soft slates with which they alternated. The dip was 
everywhere very variable, and several very distinct sec- 
tions were displayexi, where it was evident that the strata 
were curved and sinuated. The curves observed were 
convex below j the strike of^ the strata was nearly per- 
pendicular to the general direction of the ravine, or from 
noirth-west to south-east. 

iriim Upshi, our coiuse lay down the Indus vallby in a 
direction west of north. The width of the Indus, which 

N 2 
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was a rapid stream, varied from thirty or forty to a hun- 
dred feet. Platforms of aUuvium, almost level-topped, 
and often attaining a thickness of a hundred feet, were 
interposed between the river and the mountains, which, 
still composed of highly inclined strata of conglomerate 
and its associated rocks, advanced in a succession of spurs 
towards the centre of the valley. These platforms were 
quite bare of vegetation, a few tufts of a prickly Echi- 
nop% being the only plant worthy of note which I ob- 
served. No villages were passed till we reached Marsi- 
lang, at which we encamped after a Journey of about ten 
miles. Here there was very extensive eultivation on tlie 
surfece of the platform, on both sides of a deep ravine, 
cut in the alluvium hy a considerable stream, which de- 
\8cended from the west. The plantations of willow and 
popkr were very luxuriant. The willows were planted 
in rows, and were frequently pollarded, their twigs being 
in great demand for baskets arid other useful purposes 
in so treeless a country. Wlien allowed to grow their 
full size, they spread much, and attain a length of up- 
wards of thirty feet. The cultivated willows of Tibet are 
mostly European forms ; Saliie fraplis and S. alba are 
the most common. The poplars are of two sorts : one 
a spreading tree with large cordate leaves, which was 
first seen in Upper Kimawar, and is common in all the 
Tibetan villages, up to the highest hmit of tree culti- 
vation; it IS quite identicai with Pcptdus balsamifera, 
which I cannot distinguish in the herbarium from P. lau~ 
rifolia, of Ledebour. The other, which I had not befdre 
seen in Tibet, was a taU, erect, and slender tree, with 
much darker foliage and smaller leaves ; it seems, so far 
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as my specimens enable me to decide, to be the common 
black poplar {P. ni^ra) of Europe. 

At Marsilang the Indus is crossed by a good wooden 
bridge, thirty-four paces in length, which enables its in- 
habitants to communicate with the large villages and 
extensive cultivated tracts on the east bank of the river. 
As soon as we left the cultivated lands of Marsilang, on 
the morning of the 1st of October, we found ourselves 
again on a platform of alluvium ; but after a few miles we 
reached another village, with extensive cultivation, and 
on the latter part of the day’s journey passed through a 
succession of villages separated by gradually shorter in- 
tervals of unprofitable and barren land. These culti- 
vated tracts were everywhere well imgated; indeed, 
every spot, whore irrigation was easy of execution, seemed 
to be under cultivation. Each village had its plantation 
of poplars and willows, not, however, so plentiful as at 
Mai'sUang. The grain had everywhere been cut and 
housed, the operations of harvest being seemingly quite 
at an end. The whole of this riclily-cultivated district 
is called Chashut. 

Our journey of the 2nd of October was for about six 
miles through an uninterrupted tract of cidtivation, very 
little elevated above the level of the river, the alluvial 
platforms being here of inconsiderable thickness. The 
direction of the valley was also much more westerly, and 
the mountains on both sides had receded considerably 
from the river, leaving an open plain of five or six miles 
in width. Numerous irrigation channels intersected 
the fields, which gradually, as we proceeded, united one 
to tmother, till at last they all combined into one large 
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and deep cantd, by which the superfluous waters were 
conveyed to the Indus: Crossing this canal, we reached 
the river, which we crossed by a bridge twenty-five 
paces in length. A few houses, and a small patch of cul- 
tivation, lay on the right bank of the river, immediately 
beyond the bridge, but no extent of fertile country; 
low spurs of rocky hiUs descending from the north, 
close down upon the Indus. After crossing the bridge 
we turned up a wide and gravelly valley between two 
of these ridges, the course of which we followed, ascend- 
ing very gradually among large boulders, sfrewed over 
the surface, for about three miles. We then turned ab- 
ruptly to the left, through a narrow ravine in the low gra- 
nitic hills by which the valley was on that side bounded.. 
Emerging from this, we entered a quite similar and pa- 
rallel-valley, and obtained our first view of the town of 
Le, covering the top and slopes of a steep hill by which 
the valley was apparently terminated, about two miles 
beyond the point at which we entered it. 

Le, the capital of the province of Ladak, and the 
most important place, and only tOAvn, of Western Tibet, 
is situated about three miles from the Indus, in the 
upper part of an open valley, which rises gradually as it 
recedes from the river, so that the town is rather more 
than 1200 feet above its level, or about 11,800 feet above 
the sea. The town occupies the slope, and surrounds 
the base of a low spur, on the left or east side of the 
valley, while the centre and right side are Occupied by 
extensive tracts of cultivation, the fields rising in terraces 
one above, another, and watered by little rills drawn from 
a stream which descends in the centre of the valley. 
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The aspect of the town, which is very peculiar, is 
faithfully represented in the frontispiece to the second 
volume of Moorcroft’s Travels, from a sketch by Mr. 
Trebeck. 

In the neighbourhood of the town there are several 
small enclosures, planted with poplar and willow trees, 
in one of which we pitched our tents. These plantations 
were aU young, a very fine garden of old trees having 
been, it was said, destroyed at the time of the Sikh in- 
vasion. The governor of Ladak, a deputy of Maha- 
raja Gulab Singh, the ruler of Kashmir, to whom the 
rule of Ladak has devolved as a dependency of the latter 
country, resides in the town; but the detachment of 
troops, amounting to about 150 men, who form the mi- 
litary garrison of the place, occupy a small square fort 
on the west side of the valley, about a mile from the 
town of Le. 

The peculiarities of the Buddhist religion, as prac- 
tised in Tibet, which are everywhere conspicuous in 
aU parts of Ladak, are especially remarkable in the 
capital. The principal monasteries in the neighbourhood 
of Le are at some distance from the town in the vicinity 
of villages both up and down the Indus ; but religious 
edifices, of the many kinds which are everywhere so 
common in Tibet, are seen all round Le in great num- 
bers. Along the road by which we approached the town, 
there is a very long building, of the kind called Mane, 
extending for more than half a mile. It consists of two 
parallel walls, twelve or fifteen feet apart, and nearly six 
feet high, the intervals between which are filled up with 
stones and rubbish, and the whole covered with a sloping 
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roof, whicTi rises at a gentle angle to the central ridge, 
midway between the two walls. On the roof are laid 
large slabs of slate, every one of which is covered with 
Tibetan letters, or more rarely with a rude drawing of a 
temple. The words on these stones are (I believe, in- 
variably) a repetition of the mystical Buddhist prayer, 
from one of the words of which these curious, and ap- 
parently useless, erections take their name. The Mane 
seems one of the most indispensable accompaniments of 
a Tibetan village, and they may occasionally be seen even 
in desert tracts ; so that the amount of labour which hfis 
been expended in their construction must have been 
very great, some of the lai*gest containing many millions 
of repetitions of the words Oim Mane Padme Horn. In 
the smaller villages they are often very inferior in size, 
sometimes not more than twenty or thirty feet in length, 
and three feet high. Every traveller has constant occa- 
sion to notice that in passing these walls the Tibetans 
always leave them on the right hand, considering it both 
wrong and unlucky to do otherwise ; those proceeding in 
contrary directions therefore take opposite sides. 

Equally conspicuous in the environs of Le are the urn- 
like buildings, called Chokten or Chosten, which are, 1 
believe, erected over the ashes of Lamas, or priests, and 
are, therefore, in a country where a third or fourth part 
of the male population adopt a monastic life, particularly 
abundant. Long rows of these, consisting of twenty or 
more urns of various sizes, may often be seen in conspi- 
cuous places above the villages, forming, from the brilliant 
whitewash with wliich they are covered when new, very 
prominent objects. Many of those near Le are of large 
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size, and ornamented with rude paintings of dragons and 
other mythological animals of uncouth form. 

The religion of Tibet, from the remarkable nature of 
its institutions and ceremonies, has of late years attracted 
much attention j -but as, from the hurried nature of my 
journey, I had no opportunity of acquiring any informa- 
tion regarding it which has not already been made public, 
it is not necessary for me to dwell upon it at any length. 
Throughout the whole of Western Tibet, the monasteries 
are very poor, in comparison with those in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lassa, of which we read such gorgeous de- 
scriptions ; all their wealth in silver and gold having 
been plundered by the Sikhs, during their short posses- 
sion of the country as far cast as Garu and Taklakhar. 
Still the jiumber of Lamas docs not seem to have much 
diminished, though they are more dependent upon the 
cultivation of the soil than in Eastern Tibet, where some 
of the monasteries are said to contain thousands of 
priests. 

The town of Le is said to contain about 3j)00 inhabi- 
tants. Many of the houses arc very high, the former 
residence of the king containing seven stories. They 
are usually built of unburnt brick, formed from the 
fine lacustrine clay of the neighbourhood. The Sikh 
Thannadar has lately built for himself a house of stone, 
but he found it necessary to bring lime from N ubra, a 
distance of nearly forty miles, none being procurable so 
near in the valley of the Indus. The timber used in 
the construction of the houses is all poplar or willow, 
both of which are found to last a very long time in the 
arid climate of 'fibet. The beams are laid perhaps two 
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feet apart, and covered sometimes with small planking, 
but more generally with brushwood, over which is laid 
a thick coating of clay, so as to form a flat roof, to which 
there is usually access by a small stair or ladder. 

The mountain ranges which bound the valley in which 
the town of Le is situated, though not lofty, are very 
generally rocky and inaccessible. They consist partly 
of distinctly stratified gneiss, but principally of a fine 
white granite, which decays with great rapidity, and con- 
tains many irregular nodules of an iron grey colour, much 
finer in the giain than the rest. The width of the fer- 
tile plain of Chashut, over which I made the last two 
marches down the Indus, had prevented me from ascer- 
taining the natxire of the rocks on the mountains to the 
left, so that I cannot fix the exact point where the 
granitic eruption comes in contact with the slates and 
conglomerates of the Giah ravine. 
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While we were at Le there was a good deal of unsettled 
weather, and two very slight falls of snow. On the 9th 
of October we had an opportunity of observing an 
eclipse of the sun, which was welcomed by the inhabi- 
tants of the town with a most discordant beating of 
drums, intended to frighten away the demons who had 
taken possession of the sun. After a week’s halt. Major 
Cunningham and myself started in different directions ; 
Major Cunningham following the course of the Indus, 
and proceeding by Dras to Kashmir, while I crossed the 
range of mountains to the north into the valley of the 
Shayuk, and descended along that river to its junc- 
tion with the Indus. The mountain range which sepa- 
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rates these two rivers barely rises into the region of 
perpetual snow, a very few peaks only retaining any snow 
throughout the year. It is therefore crossed by passes 
at the head of each valley ; but the pass nearest to Le 
having a small but very steep glacier on its northern 
face, is difficult and dangerous in autumn, after the 
snow has entirely melted from the surface of the ice. I 
was, therefore, recommended to cross into Nubra, by a 
pass a few miles further east, at the head of the valley 
of Sabu, which is separated from that in which the town 
of Le lies, by a steep ridge of granite hills. 

I left Le on the morning of the 11th of October. 
The road to the Sabu valley enters the granite range 
close to the town, ascending a narrow stony valley in an 
easterly direction, and crossing by a short steep ascent 
a depression in the ridge, to descend into a narrow 
ravine which has a south-east course into the Sabu 
valley, up which the road led. The hills were very 
stony and bare, or covered with the large Eddmpa of 
the Indus valley, of which the heads of fruit were falling 
to pieces. I encamped for the night in the valley of 
Sabu, which is very like that of Le, with pretty exten- 
sive cultivation, but few trees. 

Next day I crossed the pass. The ascent was very 
long and fatiguing, and, from the lateness of the season, 
very uninteresting. A cold bleak wind blew from the 
north in strong gusts, and the sky was overcast with 
light clouds. The valley contracted into a rocky ravine 
before the road left it to ascend rapidly the steep moun- 
tain-sides, which were covered with masses of boulders, 
heaped together in great confusion. The upper part of 
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the ascent, which was very steep, was covered with snow, 
which lay on the loose, stones of the crest to the depth 
of about a foot. It was late in the evening before I 
reached the top of the pass, the distance being much 
greater than I had been led to anticipate. The elevation 
of the summit, by the observations of Captain Strachey, 
is about 18,300 feet. 

On the north face of the pass snow lay thickly for two 
miles or rather more, and more scantily for ^ mile fur- 
ther. As evening had begun to close before I reached 
the summit, I hurried my descent as much as possible. 
Fortunately, a great part of my baggage porters were in 
advance, but it had been for some time quite dark be- 
fore I reached a spot sufficiently free of snow to be suit- 
able for an encampment. The night was intensely cold, 
the sky being clear ; and next morning, at half-past six 
o’clock, the tlierinonietcr stood at 15°. At the same 
time I found that wmter boiled at 184°, indicating an 
elevation of upwards of 15,500 feet. 

In the morning I made a short march to the village 
of Digar, which 1 ought to have reached the day before, 
had not the darkness prevented me. The distance was 
not more than four miles, and the descent about 2500 
feet, Digar being rather more than 13,000 feet above the 
level of the sea. The general direction of the valley in 
which I was encamped was north-east, and it was siu- 
rounded on all sides by extremely rugged mountains, 
now much covered with snow, down to about 14,000 
feet. Throughout the descent, vast piles of boulders, 
heaped one on another, and fonning steep banks, evi- 
dently moraines, oedbpied the flanks of the valley. The 
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village of Digar, though small, and possessing only two 
small trees, had a considerable extent of cultivation, and 
seemed prosperous. It was situated on the left side of 
the valley, or rather on the slope of the mountains on 
that side opposite a lateral ravine, from which a stream 
of boulders had at one time descended. The centre of 
the valley was much lower, being excavated out of the 
alluvium which had once filled the whole. 

On the*morning of the 14th of October, I descended 
to the valley of the Shayuk, making a march of fifteen 
miles to the village of Tsatti, on the right bank of 
that river. The road skirted the steep stony hills on 
the left side of the valley, parallel to the Digar stream, 
for about two miles, descending rapidly, but still high 
above the bottom of the dell. The Digar ravine, before 
reaching the Shayuk, joined a wider one which descends 
from the south-east, and the united valley has a nearly 
due nortl! direction. As the road turned by degreife to 
the left, round a spin of the mountains, the Shayuk 
valley came in sight, 1 500 feet below. It was of con- 
siderable width, and very stony, barren, and desolate. 
Mountains of black slate, very lofty and rugged, in many 
places too steep for snow to lie, were seen to the north- 
east, from among which the river appeared to issue into 
the more open tract immediately below. 

The road did not descend at once to the level of the 
river, but, turning abruptly to the left, proceeded along 
a platform of alluvium, at least a thousand feet in thick- 
ness, for more than a mile, before it descended, which 
it did at last very abruptly down a steep sandy slope. 
The mass of alluvium was, in man/ places, almost pure 
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sand, but in general many pebbles and boulders were 
mixed with it. Towards the river it presented scarped 
cliffs, in which its composition was well seen. 

The Shayuk, where I descended to it, flowed through 
a wide gravelly plain, varying in breadth from one to 
two miles, and quite destitute of vegetation. Rocky 
spurs of black slate and conglomerate, with many gra- 
nite veins, projecting from the mountains on the south, 
occasionally narrowed the valley, while the re^sses were 
generally filled with a mass of alluvium. The river was 
occasionally divided into several branches. In some of 
the recesses small trees of a peculiar species of poplar 
(P. Uuphratica) were not uncommon, growing in pure 
sand. This tree is remarkable for its extended distri- 
bution. Originally discovered on the banks of the 
Euphrates, it has been found by Griffith, and more re- 
cently by Dr. Stocks and others, to be abundant on the 
baAs of the Indus, in Sind and Multan. It occurs 
also at intervals along the valley of the Indus, within 
the mountains, but appears to be far from common, 
and to confine itself to hot sandy places. In several 
parts of Nubra it is common enough, but only, so far 
as I have observed, on the south side of the Shayuk. 
This poplar is also remarkable for the very changeable 
shape of its leaves, which vary from broadly deltoid 
and coarsely toothed, to narrow-linear and quite entire. 
The leaves of the full-grown tree are generally broad 
and much toothed, while young plants have very nar- 
row leaves ; the shoots of pollarded plants, which are 
common, the tree being much used for fuel, are also 
narrow. 
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After proceeding parallel to the river for six or seven 
miles, I crossed to the right bank. The stream was un- 
divided, and about a hundred yards broad. It had a 
considerable velocity, and was about three feet deep in 
the centre. Its bed was full of large waterwom boulders 
and gravel, and the banks on both sides were, for a great 
distance from the river, of similar structure, and so little 
elevated above its surface, that a very slight rise of the 
water wo^Rd have been sufficient to submerge them. 

From the village of Tsatti, at wliich I encamped on 
the 14th of October, I followed the course of the Shayuk 
to its junction with a large stream descending from the 
north, which, from the name of the district in which the 
junction is situated, is commonly called the Nubra river. 
Thence I ascended the latter stream for about twenty 
miles, with the intention of making an attempt to pe- 
netrate to the north-east, across the mountains to the 
Nubra Chu of Vigne ; but the lateness of the se)®on, 
and especially the occurrence of several falls of snow, 
which extended down the mountain slopes almost as far 
as the plain, induced nie to place reliance on the assur- 
ances of the people of the valley, that the difficulties of 
the road would be quite insurmouidable. 

The district of Nubra includes the whole course of the 
Shayuk river, from its great bend to the eastward of the 
point where I joined it below Digar, till it again con- 
tracts nine or ten miles below the village of Unmaru ; and 
also the lower part of the valley of the Nubra river, as far 
up, indeed, as population and cultivation extend. The 
place of junction of the two rivers is elevated, according 
to my observation of the boiling-point of water, about 



DESCRIPTION .OF NUBRA. 


1847 .] 


lfJ3 


10,800 feet above the level of the sea. This may be 
considered as the mean elevation of the whole district ; 
for the cultivated tracts nowhere rise to any height above 
the bed of the rivers, which have everywhere a very gentle 
and apparently uniform inclination. 

The valley of the Sheyuk is widest at the point of its 
junction with the Nubra river. At this place the level 
plain, including the gently sloping aUuvhuu on each side, 
has a breadth of about six miles. The width of the val- 
ley gradually diminishes as we recede from the centre, 
the mountains encroaching more and more, till at last 
they hem in the river, leaving no space for villages or 
cultivation, and the valley ceases to be inhabited. The 
centre of the plain is uniformly occupied by a flat gra- 
velly expanse, one to three miles in width, scarcely raised 
above the surface of the riv(T, which, when flooded, covers 
a great part of it. On both sides of this gravelly bed, low 
platfdhns of alluvium, in the form of triangles, with their 
apices resting on the mountain ravines, slope very gently 
towards the base of mountains, which rise abruptly and 
precipitously on both sides of the valley, to a height 'of 
three or four thousand feet. Some of the more project- 
ing spurs, even where the width of the valley is great- 
est, advance so far into the open plain as to abut 
upon the river and compel the traveller to ascend their 
slopes, in order to cross them in travelling from villagi^ 
to village. 

The gravelly plain over which the Shayuk flows, is 
usually quite devoid of vegetation. A few scattered 
bushes of Tmmrix and Myricaria appear, indeed, near 
its junction with the Nubra river, but further up the 
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gravel is absolutely bare : in this it contrasts strongly with 
similar portions in the valley of the Nubra river, which 
are densely wooded. The cause of this difference seems 
to lie in the frequent floods which have, at different 
periods, devastated the whole course of the Shayuk val- 
ley, from the glaciers of Sassar. These floods, which 
appear to be due to the blocking-up of the upper course 
of the river by the ice, have been most destructive to the 
prosperity of the valley. 

Throughout Nubra, the villages, with scarcely an ex- 
ception, occupy the surface of the low platforms of allu- 
vium which fill up the funnel-shaped terminations of the 
ravines. In Tibet the size of the villages, and the extent 
of oidtivation by which they arc surrounded, entirely de- 
pend on the supply of water and on the facility with which 
it can be diverted from its bed for purposes of irrigation ; 
and as, in this district, the width and horizontality of the 
alluvial tracts arc very favourable to the industry of man, 
the villages are in general large and surrounded with much 
cultivation. Indeed, a super-abundance of water is in 
general indicated by the swampy banks of the irrigation 
canals, as the water, oozing tlrrough the loose gravel of the 
platforms, produces a dense jungle of Hippophae scrub, 
which makes the cultivated tracts conspicuous, even in 
winter, when the trees are bare of leaves and the fields of 
crops. 

This copious supply of water no doubt depends on 
the great elevation of the surrounding mountains, which 
everywhere rise, if not above, yet ahnost to the level 
of perpetual snow, which is about 18,000 feet, so that 
at the head of each little stream there is either a glacier. 
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or a snow-bed which does not enttely melt till the latter 
end of autumn, aifording therefore a nearly perennial 
supply , of water. Even in the hottest months slight 
falls of snow are of occasional occurrence at all eleva- 
tions above 16,000 feet; and as every range rises much 
above that height, a sipall addition to the supply is thus 
obtained. 

The villages have generally a few fruit-trees, as well 
as a good many poplars and vrillows, which yield almost 
the only timber tlic inhabitants can command. The 
walnut and Wceagnm, both of which trees find their 
upper limit in Nubra, are so extremely scarce; that they 
arc not available for such purposes. 

In most parts of Nubra the soil is very generally saline, 
the dry grassy plains wdiich are common on the banks of 
the streams being generally covered with a cojhous efflo- 
rescence of carbonate of soda ; while the abundance of 
flalsolae and other Chenopodiaccous plants on the dry 
alluvial plains, and even on the rocky hills, seems to 
]irove that the saline matter is not confined to the im- 
mediate vicinity of water, or to the lowest levels, b\it is 
very generally diflhrscd over the surface. 

The valley of the Nubra river, for upwards of twenty 
rades, is very similar in general character to that of tlic 
Shayuk. The same wide gravelly expanse occupies its 
centre, forming a plain of one or tw'o miles in width, 
through which the river runs in many branches. A 
great part of this gravelly plain, particularly on the 
right side of the valley, is covered by a dense thicket 
of Hippophae, extending continuously for four or five 
miles, usually impervious, except in certain beaten tracts, 
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and tenanted by vast numbers of hares. The gravel on 
which this jungle grows is almost on a level Avith the 
river, so that it is very generally swampy, and traversed 
here and there by little streamlets of water. The Hi])- 
popheui is here a small tree, attaining a height of fifteen 
feet, with a short tluck trank and stiff crooked spinous 
branches. 

In several parts of the course of the Nubra river, low 
hills rise in the valley, isolated, or nearly so, from the 
mountain ranges behind, and forming, therefore, a re- 
markable feature. On one of these, on the right bank 
of the river, is situated the little fort and village of Chi- 
rasa, a considerable mass of houses, of a class a little 
better than those usual in the district, and cons])icuous 
from their elevated position. The rock on which they 
stand is composed of a hard porphyry, which has boon 
injected from below, and has displaced the black slate, 
which is the more usual rock in the lower part of this 
valley. 

In the lower part of the ravine behind the town of 
Chirasa, the alluvium is more extensively developed than 
usual in this valley, where aqueous action seems in a 
great measure to have removed the accumulation of de- 
tritus, which once, no doubt, occupied the whole valley. 
Beds of gravelly conglomerate, at times passing into fine 
clay, may here be seen, at a height of perhaps 1000 feet, 
on the mountain-sides in isolated patches, generally faced 
by cliffs, in which a tendency to horizontal stratification 
is observable. 

The lower part of the Nubra valley is very fertile, and 
on the east side cultivation extends, with little interrup- 
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tion, from Tirit as far as Panamik, in a belt varying in 
width from a few hundred feet to nearly a mile. The 
villages are large, and seem populous. Many of the 
houses are very substantially built, and the long sacred - 
walls, called Mane, are numerous, and of great length and 
size. Several watercourses, which are carried along the 
sides of the hills at an elevation of several hundred feet 
above the cultivation, and arc easily recognizable by the 
fringe of bushes, which forms an impenetrable 

belt along their margins, indicate a degree of industry 
and c7U!rgy very unusual in Tibet, where, however, the 
amount of cultivable land is seldom sufficient to promise 
much reward to any extensive and elaborate system of 
irrigation. 

As the advanced period of the year rendered explora- 
tion at great elevations scarcely practicable, and made it 
<lcsirable to reach a lower level as soon as possible, I did 
not remain more than a week in Nubra. On the 22nd 
of October I started from Lyakjung, at the mouth of the 
Nubra river, towards .Iskardo, following the course of 
the Shayuk river. The district of Nubra extends about 
thirty miles below the junction of the river of that name 
with the Shayuk ; but 1 found the level valley gradually 
to diminish in width as 1 descended. On the 22nd of 
October I encamped at Hundar ; on the 23rd, at Tertse ; 
and on the 24th at Unmaru, beyond wdiich village there 
is no cidtivation, and the valley becomes extremely nar- 
row. On the 25th of October I reached an encamping 
gromid called Kuru, at the termiuation of the Nubra 
district, where the mountains, which for three days had 
gradually been encroaching on the valley, completely 
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closed in, and the river entered a deep gorge, walled in 
on both sides by lofty and almost perpendicular cliffs of 
black slate. 

The general aspect of the lower part of Nubra requires 
no particular description, as it presents much the same 
features as the other parts of the district. The moun- 
tains on both sides of the valley are not less steep, bar- 
ren, and inaccessible than elsewhere in Tibet. The 
alluvial platforms, which were everywhere present, in- 
creased remarkably in thickness as they diminished in 
size. Widely spread out in the broadest parts of the 
vaUey, they were not more than from twenty to forty 
feet thick where cut across by the river, and sloped very 
gently. In the narrower parts of the valley they were 
often not less than a hundred feet high along the river. 
In structure these platforms varied much. The greater 
part certainly consisted of gravel and clay, quite unstra- 
tified, but the lower beds were very frc(iuently fine clay, 
or fine sand, or alternations of these two. The superposi- 
tion of the coarse beds to the fine was nearly uuifonnly 
observed, though occasionally, above the fine clays, alter- 
nations of gravel with thin beds of sand or clay were 
met with. In one place, on the north side of the river, 
nearly opposite to the village of Tertse, I found these 
beds to contain fi’esh-watcr shells. The fossiliferous bed 
was elevated very little above the present level of the 
river, and was composed of a fine somewhat sandy clay, 
stratified horizontally, and covered with upwards of fifty 
feet of coarse conglomerate. The shells, which were all 
small, were species of Planorbis and Lymnma, apparently 
identical with those afterwards found in the neighbour- 
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hood of Iskardo, but quite different from those of thg 
salt lake of Thogji. 

The villages of Lower Nubra are not numerous, but 
some of them possess very extensive cultivation. Hun- 
dar in particular, at the mouth of a large ravine, by 
which a considerable tributary stream descends from 
the south (at the source of which there is a pass 
across the range into the valley of the Indus), is a 
very large village (probably the most populous in Nu- 
bra), with very fine orchards of apricot-trees. Walnut, 
mulbeiTy, and Elmx/nus became common at Unmaru, 
on the north bank of the river. Perhaps the gradual 
narroAving of the valley may have a considerable effect 
m modifying the climate, for the (bminution of elevation 
is very inconsiderable, the river at Kuru being nearly 
10,300 feet above the sea, or not more than 300 feet 
lower than the junction of the Shayuk and Nubra 
rivers. 

In this part of its course, and at this advanced season, 
when the great summer floods are over, the Shayuk 
apj)ears to be everywhere fordable. It is, however, a 
noble stream, with a rapid cun’cnt ; and is usually divided 
into many channels. Above llundar, where? I forded it, 
one branch was not less than 300 feet unde, and was 
from one to two feet deep. Opposite Tertse, again, I 
found the stream rmming in seven branches, of which 
three were from 100 to 150 feet wide, and had an 
average depth of about two feet, increased in the centre 
to about three. The other branches were, however, 
much smaller. 

In several places between llundar and Tertse, on the 
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gravelly plain which skirted the river, I observed mani- 
fest traces of a flood, consisting of such rejectamenta as 
are usually seen deposited by swollen streams, fragments 
of wood and twigs, straw, sheep’s dung, and other light 
materials, forming a bed two or three feet wide, continu- 
ous in many places for hundreds of yards, at a distance of 
not less than half a mile from the river. To my inquiries 
as to the nature of the flood which had deposited these 
reliquiae, the invariable reply was, that a great flood had 
taken place five years before, by the bursting of a lake 
called Khuiidan Chu, at which time the whole course of the 
river was devastated, and much destruction of property, 
sometimes even life, ensued, particularly in the narrower 
parts of the valley. In most parts of the world the pre- 
servation of such insignificant vestiges of a flood for so 
long a period would have been impossible ; but here, where 
rain is almost unknown, and where the winter falls of 
snow seldom exceed one or two inches, there are no dis- 
tiubing causes which could prevent them from remain- 
ing till carried away or altered in position by another 
similar flood. I should, therefore, have had no difficulty 
in attaching credence to the testimony of the inhabitants 
of the country, even had I not, in my journey down tin; 
river, received the most abundant proofs that the flood 
was everywhere well known, at least as far as Iskardo. 

The vegetation of Lower Nubra had so entirely disap- 
peared, that I could form scarcely any idea of its cha- 
racter; but, as the general aspect of the country was 
unaltered, I had no reason to look for any change. In 
the gravelly bed of the river, bushes of Myricaria and 
Tfumrix were common ; thickets of lUppophae, loaded 
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with very acid yellow berries, lined the watercourses, 
forming an impenetrable barrier. Little bushes of Arte- 
tnuia, Lycmn, Perowskia, and Ephedra, were also occa- 
sionally seen on the rocks, but the herbaceous vegetation 
had quite withered away. In the villages, the cultivated 
trees were also rapidly shedding their leaves; constant 
night frosts, and frequent falls of snow on the mountain- 
sides, having so far reduced the temperature that winter 
was evidently at hand. 

Below the village of Uiimaru, the width of the valley 
had so much diminished that many of the lateral spurs 
advanced close to the river. Several of these promi- 
nent spurs consisted of trap rocks, various forms of 
basalt and greenstone occurring, with not unfrcquently 
veins of coarse scqoentine. Stratified rocks, however, 
still continued, but the hard black slate was often with 
difficulty distinguishable from the basalt. 

My encamping gromid at Kuru was on the north side 
of the river, and close to the gorge into which the Shayuk 
disappeared among rocks of black slate, whicli rise almost 
perpendicularly from the river. A small tributary, de- 
scending from the north, ran partvUel and close to the 
rugged mountain spur which formed the bamer of the 
vaUcy ; and immediately above, a deep bay or recess in 
the mountains was entirely filled Avith beds of loose sand, 
resting on the alluvial clay formation. The appearance 
of the place was altogether most singular. Much of the 
light sandy beds were evidently of very recent origin, 
probably referable to the great flood five years before, at 
which time the waters, suddenly checked at the gorge, 
after having spread out ad libiitim in the open valley of 
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Nubra, rose to a height of not less than fifty feet above 
their usual level, and required several days to subside. 
The beds of clay under the loose sand were all stratified, 
and were, no doubt, referable to the same lacustrine for- 
mation as the fossiliferous beds observed higher up the 
valley of the Shayuk. 

From Kuru there is no road along the bank of the 
river, the rocks being on both sides too precipitous to 
permit of a passage, and the river too deep to be forded. 
In winter, when the river is frozen, travellers arc able to 
continue their course along its bed by proceeding on 
the ice in those places where the steepness of the rocks 
obstructs the passage ; but at other seasons it is neces- 
sary to make a long detour, and to ascend a lateral 
ravine for eight miles before a point is reached where 
the steep ridge is capable of being crossed. Leaving 
Kuru on- the morning of the 26th of October, I en- 
camped at the village of Waris, elevated 12,400 feet, 
among a few fields from which the crops had long been 
cleared. The few huts which formed the village con- 
tained no inhabitants, being abandoned, as soon as tlie 
harvest has been reaped and housed, for the more tem- 
perate climate of the river valley. 

The ravine by which I ascended from Kuru was very 
narrow and rugged. The road generally lay at a con- 
siderable height on the steep slopes of the hills, but 
three times crossed the stream; once by a natural 
bridge composed of a huge mass of rock lying across 
a very narrow part of the stream, where it had worn out 
in the solid rock a channel not more than from three 
to twelve feet wide. The steep sloping banks of the 
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ravine were usually shingly and devoid of vegetation; 
but on the margin of the little stream there were a 
good many shrubs, principally willows, and occasion- 
ally the cordate-leaved poplar so commonly cultivated 
in the Tibetan villages, which here appeared quite in- 
digenous. 

The geological structui'e of this rocky ravine was very 
intricate, from the great mass of igneous rock, granite, 
greenstone, and amygdaloid, which everywhere occurred. 
A very hard conglomerate, similar in character to that 
of the upjKir Indus and of the Giah ravine, was also 
observed at intervals, alternating with veiy highly meta- 
morphic slates. After about five miles, the road left the 
main ravine to ascend into a lateral branch, much more 
steep than the former. Here masses of alluvial conglo- 
merate of great thickness rested on the sides of the 
mountains, many hundred feet above the bed of the 
stream. Diuing the day the weather had been very 
cloudy and threatening, and a little snow fell in the 
afternoon at my encamping ground at AVaris. 

During the night more snow fell, and on the morn- 
ing of the 27 th it was four or five inches deep. Trom 
my camp I ascended at once, very steeply, to the crest 
of the ridge on the left, which I then followed in a 
succession of undulations in a westerly direction. As 
soon as I had gained the siunmit, a reach of the Sha- 
yuk was seen, distant perhaps a mile and a half, flow- 
ing among steep black rocks, with hero and there banks 
of gravel at the bends. The vicAv from the ridge was 
very striking, the dtuk colour of the rocks below con- 
trasting strongly with the snowy whiteness of the upper 
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parts of the mountains, which, on the south side of the 
Shayuk, rise very abruptly to a height of perhaps 18,000 
feet. 

The summit of the ridge was not less than 14,700 feet 
above the sea. At this elevation, the snow, on southern 
exposures, had, by eleven a.m., quite melted, under the 
influence of a bright sxm. Along the ridge, tufts of a 
prickly Statice, still displaying the remains of flowers, 
were very common, and a few stunted trees of juniper 
occurred at intervals. The descent from the ridge was 
exceedingly abrupt (three thousand feet in less than a 
mile), into a narrow valley, in which I encamped among 
the fields of a summer village named Boghdan, now, like 
the one I had left in the morning, deserted by its inhabi- 
tants, who had gone for the winter to the village of Chu- 
lungka, nine miles distant, on the banks of the Shayuk. 
I was now in the district of Chorbat, the ridge which I 
had just crossed being the boundary of Nubra on the west. 

The Boghdan ravhie, though very narrow and tortuous, 
is well wooded with small trees of poplar and willow, 
and Avith shrubs, chiefly of llippophaii and Myricaria. 
These plants arc entirely confined to the level bottom of 
the ravine, forming a belt, ten or twenty feet wide, on 
each side of the little stream. After a descent of three 
miles, I again joined the Shayuk, along which a journey 
of four days brought me to Siksa, the principal village 
of Chorbat, encamping on the Avay at the villages of Chu- 
lungka, Turtuk, and Pranu. 

The district of Chorbat is a dependency of the go- 
vernment of Iskardo, which, like that of Le, is subject 
to Kashmir. The desert country by which Nubra and 
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Chorbat are separated Ims, for the present, acted as a 
barrier to the further extension eastward of the Mahom- 
medan religion, which is now universally that of the peo- 
ple of the whole of the Iskardo (or Balti) district, as well 
as of Dras. On the Indus, and in the valleys south of 
it, there is no uninhabited tract between the two, so that 
the Mahommedan and Buddliist population are in direct 
contact. The resxdt is, that Mahommcdanism is in that 
part gradually, though very slowly, extending to the east- 
ward. 

In this part of its course the Shayuk river is in general 
very rapid, and is hemmed in so closely by the moun- 
tains on both sides, that little space is left for the accu- 
mulation of alluvium, except where considerable lateral 
streams join the main river. The barrier by which Chor- 
bat is separated from Nxibra is the most contracted part 
of the valley, and the general ruggedness by degrees be- 
comes less marked as we continue to descend the river. 
The mountains, everywhere steep, rocky, and inaccessi- 
ble, close in general to within a quarter of a mile of one 
another, and their projecting spurs, at short intervals, 
advance quite to the centre of the valley, forming deep 
bays, either filled with sand or occasionally occupied by 
platforms of conglomerate, on the top of which, where 
water is procurable, there is genersilly a village. The 
river, winding from one side of its channel to the other, 
washes the foot of each rocky spur, so that the road fre- 
quently quits the level of the river to ascend abruptly 
the rocky hiUs, w^hich arc often so steep as to be only 
accessible by means of scaffoldings of wood, propped up 
against the face of the perpendicular cliffs by trunks of 
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trees. Once or twice the road lay at a great height 
above the river for several miles, without descending at 
all to its level. 

The channel of the Shayuk is generally formed of 
coarse gravel or large rolled stones, and immense 
boulders are everywhere scattered on the level banks. 
The stream is rapid and deep, and the fall much more 
considerable than in Nubra, Siksa being only about 
9000 feet above the sea. It is nowhere in the whole 
distance fordable ; and as the villages lie alternately on 
opposite sides of the river, I had occasion to cross it 
three times before reaching Siksa. In every case a nar- 
row and rapid part of the river is selected, the bridges 
being composed of poplar trunks, stretching from bank 
to bank, with a light and radc hand-rail of hurdles to 
give support. Opposite Turtuk, the bridge, which rests 
upon piers projecting on each side eight feet into the 
river, measures twenty-five paces, so that the river is not 
more than eighty feet wide. 

Where platforms of alluvium occupy the lateral ravines, 
they attain a very great thickness, seldom less than two 
hundred feet, and occasionally at least twice as much. 
They are generally cut off in steep cliffs by the riven, 
beautifully showing the structure of the alluviaim. In 
the sections of these masses of boulders and clay, I 
several times observed that the strata, instead of being 
horizontal, were highest in the middle and sloped gently 
downwards on either side. This would indicate, I think, 
a local origin of these deposits, which probably com- 
menced under water, close to a ravine on the mountain- 
side, and gradually extended, by the addition of succes- 
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sive layers, till they met similar accumulations, derived 
from the opposite side of the valley. 

In the upper part of the district of Chorbat, the vil- 
lages are few and very insignificant, but lower down 
several are of great extent. Chulungka, the highest 
village, consists of three or four houses, on a small 
platform about fifty feet above the river. This village 
stood formerly on the low ground close to the Shayuk, 
but the cultivable soil at the lower level was entirely 
swept away by the fiood of 1842, so that the inhabitants 
were obliged to change the position of their houses. The 
first considerable village is Turtuk, on the south side of 
the river. Pranu, on the north side, is remarkable for 
the great extent of its cultivation, and for sevcr.il isolated 
rocks, behind which the alluvhmi has accumulated to a 
thickness of at least six or seven hundred feet. 

All the villages are surrounded by fine orchards of 
apricot-trees. Walnut and mulberry trees are also com- 
mon ; and at Timtuk I saw a few vines ; these latter are, 
however, by no means generally cultivated in the district. 
Willows are less frequent than in Nubra, but there arc 
plenty of poplars. The black poplar is the common spe- 
cies, but a white downy-leaved species (P. alba), which 
is cultivated also in Kunawar, and which seems ^o be 
indigenous in some of the Himalayan valleys south of 
Kashmir, occurs for the first time at Turtuk. The fields 
are everywhere terraced, and water seems to be very 
abundant. 

A very remarkable outburst of granite commences at 
the junction of the Boghdan ravine with the Shayuk, and 
continues as far as Siksa, altering the secondary rocks so 
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that they can scturcely be recognized. The granite^ is 
frequently in great mass, and usually occupies the lowest 
part of the valley, sending out gigantic veins or branches 
into the overlying sMes, which are often transformed into 
a coarse serpentine. The hard eonglomerate which is 
associated with the slate, seems the same as occurs in 
Lower Nubra, so that probably the slates are also a con- 
tinuation of the same series, and the whole may even be 
connected with the conglomerates and slates of the Giah 
valley and of the Indus below Le, the strike of which to 
the N.W. or N.N.W. would carry them nearly in the 
direction of Chorbat. Here the intrusion of the granite 
renders both dip and strike obscure, the beds being fre- 
quently quite vertical. 

From Siksa, close to which there is a small fort oi‘ 
castle on an isolated rock, a road leads across the Hanu 
pass into the valley of the Indus. By this ro\itc Mr. 
Vigne proceeded when he abandoned his intention of 
penetrating by the Shayuk to Nubra, and it has since 
been crossed by several travellers at different times. It 
is, indeed, a route very commonly adopted in travelling 
from Iskardo to Le, as the lower part of the Shayuk is 
more open and practicable than the Indus below the 
junction of the river of Dras. 

Below Siksa, the valley of the Shayuk continues nar- 
row for eight or ten miles. It then begins again to ex- 
pand, and its width continues to increase as far as Khapalu, 
which is situated near the centre of a wide plain similar 
to that of Nubra, an,d, like that, coincident with the 
junction of a large river from the north. It is certainly 
worthy of note, that it is always at the point of junction 
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of large tributaries that the valley of the Shayuk is 
widest, and that the evidences of the former existence of 
lakes are most evident, while in the intermediate parts 
of its course the valley is narrow and rugged, and shows no 
certain indications of having been at any period lacustrine-. 

The great axis of the plain of Khapalu is from south- 
east to north-west, in the direction of the river Machulu, 
which runs through a very open and wide gravelly plain, 
apparently for a considerable distance. This stream, 
which is probably at least as large as the Nubra river, 
has its source in heavily-snowed mountains to the north. 
The general surface of the plain is gravelly, and its ap- 
pearance on the Avhoh; is so similar to that of Nubra 
that no detailed description is necessary. The river di- 
vides in the open gravelly plain into numerous branches, 
which separate to a considerable distance from one an- 
other, and ramify very irregularly. There is not much 
aUuvial accumulation in this plain, except in the imme- 
diate vicinity of Khapalu, whore a very curious isolated 
rock of black slate rises abruptly in the middle of the 
plain, its base being washed by one branch of the Shayuk, 
now (after its junction with the Machidu) too deep to 
bo forded. Behind this rock there is an accumulation 
of alluvium, forming a steep ridge six or seven hundred 
feet in height; which it is necessary to cross in tra- 
velling from Surmu to Khapalu, as the abruptness with 
which the clay-slate rock rises out of the water, completely 
prevents a passage along the margin of the river. 

On the 2nd of November I forded the Shayuk a little 
below the village of Abadan, where it runs in two 
branches, each about a hundred yards wide, and with an 



210 MACHULU RIVER. \November, 

average depth of about two feet. A little further down 
it is joined by the Machulu, and it does not appear to be 
anywhere fordable in its further course, even in winter, 
so that probably the influx of water brought by that 
stream is very considerable. I did not, however, see the 
junction, which is situated on the north side of the 
plain, quite out of the direct road towards the town of 
Khapalu. 

Where the valley is widest, the mountain ranges on 
both sides of the river arc well seen. The range south 
of the Shay ilk rises close at hand into a very steep 
mountain mass, now much snowed. A pass which 
leads from Khapalu to Kartash was (I was infonned) 
already shut up by snow, and impracticable for travellers. 
To the north, up the wide valley of the Machulu, the 
mountains are more distant, and the main chain of the 
Muatagh is evidently fully in sight; the absence of 
hills close at hand allowing a considerable extent of it to 
be seen; it was very heavily snowed. The nearest, 
and apparently loftiest peak, bore N. 13 W. (Magn.) from 
Surmu. 

The principal villages of this open tract are Surmu 
and Khapalu, both on the south side of the Shayuk, and 
separated from one another by a high alluvial ridge, which 
rests on a bold scarped rock rising immediately out of the 
river. Surmu has a very long and narrow tract of culti- 
vation, skirting the gravelly river-bed. It occupies the 
slopes of a projecting platform of alluvium of no great 
height. In this village many fields, on a level with the 
river, have evidently been destroyed by the flood of 
1842, as ^it-trees were still standing among the gravel 
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and shingle of the river-beds. Khapalu, on the other 
hand, which is situated at the point of junction of a 
considerable stream, occupies the surface of a thick bed 
of alluvium of great extent, sloping very steeply from 
the apex of the triangle in a recess among the mountains 
to its base, which is formed by the Shayuk. The fort 
of Khapalu is perehed at a great height on a remarkable 
projecting scarped roek, just at the mouth of the ravine 
behind the village. The cultivation has a width of not 
less than two miles, and, as it abounds in fruit-trees, it 
must in summer, when the fields are green and the trees 
are in leaf, be a place (for Tibet) of considerable beauty. 
From the abruptness of the slope of the alluvial platform, 
the terrace-walls of the fields are very high, often as 
much as six feet. The fruit-trees are the same as those 
commonly cultivated in Nubra and Chorbat; the elm 
and Etesagnus of Nubra are also common, as well as the 
white poplar. At Khapalu there are also a few plane- 
trees, which do not extend further east. 

The Lgeium of Nubra, which had entirely disappeared 
in the narrow and rocky parts of the Shayuk, reappeared 
as soon as the valley spread out into a gravelly plain, 
being common at Abadan, and abundant at Surmu and 
Khapalu. A species of berberry, a genus wanting in 
the higher parts of the Shayuk (except in the mountains, 
where a small alpine species is occasionally seen), was 
found in Surmu. The species was apparently identical 
with the common berberry of Europe, which extends 
even into the drier valleys of the Himalaya. I also recog- 
nized a few other new plants — a small, almost herbaceous 
Sopkora was one of these, and, still more remarkable, 

V 2 
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Pegannm Harmala, a species which extends from the 
Mediterranean flora as far east as the Punjab, and which 
indicates a very considerable amount of summer heat. 

The shrabby Hippophai: is still very plentiful, but, 
either from more careful cidtivation,*or because the nature 
of the slopes prevents the formation of swampy margins 
to the little irrigation streams, it docs not spread to so 
great an extent over the cultivated tracts, which, there- 
fore, in the winter season look considerably moi*c bare 
than those around the villages of Niibra. 

The height of the bed of the Shayuk at Khapalu may 
be roughly estimated at about 8000 feet, as the determi- 
nation of the boiling-point of water at my tent, which 
was high up in the village, gave an elevation of 8300 
feet. I amved at Khapalu from Surnm on the 3rd of 
November, and remained there during the 4th. The 
weatlu^r, which for some days had been very unsettled 
and disagreeable, suddenly cleared up on the 2nd of No- 
vember, and continued for nearly a week very fine, the 
days bemg uniformly bright and sunny, with a gentle 
wind blowing up the valley of the Shayuk. The tem- 
perature in the sun was extremely agreenble, though the 
shade maximum was never much higher than 50°. The 
nights were clear and cold, the thermometer falling at 
Khapalu more than 14° below the freezing-point. 

A little below Khapalu I found a number of people 
washing the sand of the Indus for gold ; but the produce 
seemed to be very trifling, and the work is only carried 
on during winter, when labour is of no value for other 
purposes. I purchased for a rupee (paying, 1 believe, a 
good deal more than the value) the produce in gold-dust 
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of one man’s labour for three weeks. I suppose, how- 

ever, he only worked occasionally. 

Below Khapalu the valley of the Shayuk again begins 
to contract, but the open plain may be considered to ex- 
tend for some way l)clow the village of Braghar, where 
a large tributary joins from the north, and to which place 
there is a great deal of mdtivation, especially on the 
right bank. Immediately below Braghar, there is a re- 
markable saline grassy plain, veiy swampy, and traversed 
by numerous small streamlets, in which a CVMm and a 
linear-leaved Potumo(/efo)i were abundant. Below this 
plain the mountain spin’s close in upon the river, con- 
tracting its channel very much, and frequently preventing 
all passage along the bank. The narrow portion of the 
river extends within a few miles of Iskardo, or for at 
least thirty miles of liver distance. Throughout this 
tract the valley is very similar to that betAveen Nubra 
and Chorbat. Villages are mmierous, oi!eupying very 
elevated platforms, on which tluTO is freipiently luxuriant 
cultivation. In many of the narroAvest and most rugged 
places there is no jiassage along the river, and the road 
crosses spurs of considerable elevation. 

Bi'tween Kunes and Kuru the narroAvness of the river 
is probably at its maximum, as the road lies altogether 
along a ridge, elevated pisrhaps a thousand feet, to AAhich 
the ascents and descents are extremely abrupt. Many 
parts of this ridge are capped with alluvium, which oc- 
curs in many places along this part of the course of the 
Shayuk in very great quantity. The largest village on 
this part of the river is Kiris, situated just above the 
junction of the Shayuk and Indus, on a nearly level 
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alluvial platform of large size. Round Kiris there is 
a very extensive deposit of lacustrine clay, very fine, 
and horizontally stratified. Good sections of this, 
sometimes at least fifty feet in thickness, are exposed 
east of Kiris, not far from the Shayuk. I did not ob- 
serve any fossils; but in so cursory an inspection as I 
was able to make, it is very probable that I may have 
overlooked them. 

The junction of the Shayuk and Indus rivers takes 
place a httle way below Kiris. The Shayuk is consider- 
ably wider and more rapid than the Indus, but much less 
deep, so that neither river so decidedly preponderates over 
the other as to enable their relative size to be determined 
at a glance. Probably the discharge of the two will be 
found nearly equal. The direction of the united streams 
is the same as that of the Shayuk, which the Indus joins 
nearly at a right angle. 

The granitic and slate rocks of the district of Chorbat 
are continued unaltered as far as the junction of the 
Indus and Shayuk. In many places the granite so 
predominates as to form almost the whole mass of the 
mountains, but more generally there is also a good deal 
of slate. The schists arc of very various appearance ; a 
very hard black slate is the most common, but in contact 
with and near the granite many portions of the slaty 
mass are quite undistinguishable from gneiss. The 
direction and inclination of the dip vary extremely. In 
general the granitic veins appear to be parallel to the 
strata of schist, but instances are not unfrequent where 
vertical strata of schist are cut through by horizontal 
veins of granite. 



NAH. 


215 


1847.] 

On the 9th of November I encamped at Kiris, and 
next day I passed the junction of the Indus and Shayuk. 
The direction of the united streams soon becomes nearly 
due north, and it flows for many miles tluough a very 
naiTOW ravine, along which the road is of a most difficult 
nature, partly high on the mountains, partly on platforms 
of alluvium, and occasionally over angular blocks of rock, 
which are piled in enormous heaps along the banks of 
the river. At the most northerly point of the river, 
where the ravine is naiTowest, 1 passed through the 
cultivated lands of the village of Nar, which extend for 
more than two miles on the surface of an alluvial plat- 
form many hundi-ed feet above the bottom of the valley. 
Leaving this village, 1 continued to ascend, and entirely 
lost sight of the Indus, which flowed to the south-west, 
while the road kept winding among rocky hills, gradually 
ascending to the crest of a low pass, among rocks of 
black slate, which entirely prevented me from seeing the 
nature of the surrouuduig country, hrom the summit 
of the ascent I descended gradually down a naiTovv val- 
ley, and emerging at last rather suddenly on an open 
plain, I found myself in sight of the valley of Iskardo, 
which presented to the eye an ex])anse of level ground 
much greater than 1 had seen since leaving Khaj)alu, to 
w'hich and to Nubra the district round Iskardo bears a 
very close resemblance. 

When the road entered the open country, at the north- 
east corner of the plain of Iskiirdo, it lay for miles 
over loose sand, utterly bairen, foriumg low undulating 
hills, which rested upon a deposit oi pure white clay. 
Throe miles from Iskardo, a spur from the northern 
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mountains advances close to the river, and the road 
skirting the latter is for a short distance rocky and un- 
even. Soon, however, it again enters a tract of bare 
sand, which extends as far as the ferry immediately 
above the town of Iskardo. The river, being here un- 
fordable, is crossed by means of a flat-bottomed boat. 

The plain of Iskardo, which surrounds the junction of 
the Shigar river with the Indus, is nearly twenty miles 
in length, and has an average breadth of about five miles. 
It is elevated about 7200 feet above the level of the sea. 
In its very centre, on the south bank of the Indus, and 
opposite to the junction of the Sliigar river, an isolated 
rock of black slate rises to the height of nearly a tfiousand 
feet, directly overhanging the Indus, pai’allel to which it 
stretches for nearly a mile. It is faced on all sides by 
perpendicular clifis, inaccessible except at the west end, 
where a steep and diflicult path leads to tlie summit, 
which is a long narrow ridge. 

The name Iskardo is a Mahommedau corruption of a 
Tibetan name Skardo, or Kai’do, as it is very commonly 
pronounced; but as the first-mentioned name is most 
familiar to foreigners, and is Ukely to become miiversal, 
as well from the inhabitants of the district being all 
Mahommedans, as from the country being now subject 
to Kashmir, it is better, 1 think, to retain it, than to 
attempt to substitute the more pure Tibetan pronun- 
ciation. 

The mountains which surround the Iskardo plain rise 
at once with great abruptness, and are very steep and 
bare. Those on the south side, derived from the range 
which separates the Indus from the table-land of Deolsu, 
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;he axis of which is not more than ten or fifteen miles 
distant, rise very abruptly in rocky pinnacles, covered, at 
the time I reached the valley, with much snow. IVo spurs 
from this range run forward to the Indus, one five miles 
east of Iskardo, the other about three miles to the west 
of it, dividing the whole south side of the valley into 
tlwee deep bays, each watered by a considerable stream, 
whose scrarce is in the southern mountains. The moun- 
tains on the north side, the terminal spurs of two great 
branches of the Kuenlun or Muztagh, which flank the 
Shigar river, are considerably lower, but equally barren 
and desolate. 

The river Indus traverses the open valley in an ex- 
tremely winding course. At one time it washes the base 
of the clifts which terminate the projecting moxmtain 
spurs; at another it flow's between high banks of allu- 
vial conglomerate or of fine clay. Not unfrequently 
these clayey cliffs recede to a considerable distance from 
the river, in w'hich case the intervening space is generally 
sandy. A small branch of the stream, at times little 
more than a chain of pools, often runs close to the clifts, 
indicating a former channel of the river ; and when this 
is the case, the low ground between the two channels is 
often swampy and grassy. 

The bed of the Indus in this part of its course is very 
little inclined, the stream flowing in general very gently 
over a sandy bed, its surface quite smooth and tranquil, 
occasionally only a little rippled in tuniing round a pro- 
jecting rocky spur, w'here its bottom is gravelly and the 
inclination perhaps a little greater. Opposite Iskardo 
the Indus is even in the depth of winter a noble stream. 
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ofteo more than 600 feet w<Je, and nine or ten feet deep^ 
iu the centre. 

Iskardo occupies a nearly level plain of fine alltiwaJ 
clay elevated fifty or sixty feet above the river, and ex- 
tending from the isolated rock which overhangs the 
Indus towards the mountains on the south side of the 
valley. To the right and left of the rocky hill, two 
small streams have excavated for themselves out of the 
soft day deep and wide ravines, which are covered with 
coarse gravel, and are faced by more or less steep banks 
of clay or sand The surface of the platform on which 
all thj cultivated groimd lies is watered by means of 
artificid canals, brought from a distance of nearly two 
miles, from the point where the streams issue from 
among the hills. 

The neighbourhood of the rock of Iskardo was doubt- 
less selected as the site of the principal town of the king- 
dom of Balti, from the advantages which it afibrded as a 
place of defence j and in the days of the independence 
of the country a fortified palace occupied its eastern ex- 
tremity, while the western and more accessible end was 
apparently protected by a series of rude works. The 
principal buildings of the palace seem to have been at 
the very base of the rock. A mass of ruins, showing 
large blocks of well-hewn stone, fragments of marble 
fountains, and some solid walls supporting terraces, 
which appear at one time to have been gardens, alone 
remain to show the former magnificence of the place. A 
mausoleum, raised to the memory of the last indepen- 
dent king, Ahmed Shah, perched on a rock perhaps 800 
feet above the plam, is still untouched and uninjured. 
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\ An aqueduct or canal extends in a direct line from the 
palace towards the mountains, a distance of at least a 
mile. It is an exceedingly massive work, consisting of 
two walls rtiised perhaps fifteen feet above the level of 
the plain, and built of very large blocks of hewn stone. 
The inteirvening space is filled with earth. At present, 
a small (SOnduit, a foot or so wide, brings all the water 
which is required for the use of the inhabitants of Iskardo; 
but a very large quantity might be conveyed along the 
aqueduct, and the work is so strong and substantial that 
very little repair would be requisite to restore it to its 
original condition. 

The fortified post of the present rulers of the country 
is built on the margin of the platform of alluvium, on the 
fight bank of the little stream which joins the Indus to 
the east of the rock of Iskardo, and is separated by a 
hollow jBrom the palace and the principal part of the vil- 
lage. It is built of unbumt brick, and is extremely 
irregular in shape, with rounded bastions at the angles. 

The houses of Iskardo are very much scattered over a 
large extent of surface, so that there is no appearance of 
a town ; nor is the population in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the rock so extensive as that of some of the 
more remote villages in the valley, and especially of those 
on the banks of the Shigar river, which are very richly 
cultivated. Many of the Iskardo houses, however, are 
very good, being often of two stories, and built of un- 
bumt bricks in a fi:amework of wood. Latticed windows, 
covered with paper or small plates of mica, are also com- 
mon. The roofs are all flat, and covered with mud 
beaten hard. : 






The lacustrine clay formation occurs in great quantity 
throughout the valley of Iskardo, and is nowhere seen 
in greater perfection than in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the town, where the cUffs facing the Indus, and 
those along the little lateral streams which descend from 
the south, exhibit an abundance of sections of these beds. 
The height of the cliffs is very vaiiable ; but it is seldom 
less than thirty feet, and to the east of the town is as 
much as a hundred feet. The clay formation varies 
much in appearance, being most commonly a very fine 
unctuous cream-coloured clay, stratified quite horizon- 
tally, but occasionally gritty and mixed with numerous 
])articles of miea. Now and then thin beds of sand and 
of small waterwom pebbles alternate with the finer clays. 
In many places near the rock of Iskardo, the beds are 
very irregular, undulating a good deal, and at times ex- 
hibiting very I'emarkable fiexures, as if the isolated rocky 
mass (which must have once been under water) had 
formed eddies in the lake, and prevented that regularity 
of deposition which is elsewhere so universal. 

Fossils are very rare in these clays, but occurred in 
several different localities. Close to Iskardo I once 
foimd a very few small specimens of a Lymnaa and 
Planorbis, but after repeatedly searching carefully did 
not succeed in obtaining any more. I was more fortu- 
nate in two places east of Iskardo, where fresh-water 
shells are sufficiently common in one or two thin seams 
of very fine clay, mixed with a good deal of apparently 
vegetable matter. The great mass of the clay is, how- 
ever, quite non-fossiliferous. 

The sxutfacc of the clay formation round Iskardo is 



VEGETATION. 


221 


1847 .] 

very undulating, and is often covered with masses of 
large boulders. Ojiposite two of the ravines which pene- 
trate the mountains on the southern side of the valley, 
two very remarkable banks of boulders project forward 
into the valley. They consist of very large fragments 
of rock, angular or more or less rounded, piled on one 
another to a height of forty or fifty feet. They terminate 
abruptly, and are, I think, evidently moraines. 

On the very top of the isolated rock, in the middle of 
the Iskardo plain, horizontal beds of coarse sandstone 
rest upon the hard clay-slate of which the rock is com- 
posed. This sandstone crninbles with great ease in the 
hand, the particles of which it is com})Oscd being very 
slightly coherent. These beds, in which 1 could find 
no traces of shells or of vegetable remains, are elevated 
at least SOO or 1000 feet above the level of the Indus. 
The sandstone seems to cap the whole hill, but is exposed 
only in a few places, being in a groat measure covered 
by the loose drift or alluvium which has been deposited 
above it. 

The vegetation of Iskardo had so entirely disappeared, 
that I was able to form very little idea of its nature. A 
few shrubby species, and some withered fragments of au- 
tumn flowering plants, alone remained. On the whole, 
I was struck with the similarity of the few plants which 
I recognized with those of Nubra and Le. JrtemisicB 
and Chenopodiacca were still abundant. Hippophae was 
the universal shrub along all the streamlets, and Lydum 
was common in sandy places; a berberry (the same 
already seen at Khapalu) was also frequent. The few 
novelties were Kashmir plants. Lycopm m-vemis, Pru- 
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mila mlgans, a thistle, a species of Sium, some gentians, 
and Bmuncuks aqmtilis, were the most Indian forms 
which I met with. From the mountains I procured 
specimens of a juniper (/. exeeka), and of the alpine 
birch of the Himalaya, which skirts the southern borders 
of the Tibetan region, without extending into the driest 
parts of that country. 
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Leave Iskardo in the direction of Kashmir — First march through snow 
to Turgu — Lacustrine clay — it extends into narrow valleys beyond 
Nar — Ool — Junction of Indus and Shayuk — Parkuta — Tolti — 
Kartash — Extensive lacustrine deposits — Tarkata — Eoad turns up 
the Dras river— Ulding Thung — ^Fall of snow — Hardas — Karbu — 
Continued snow — Dras — Find pass in front shut by deep snow — 
Obliged to return to Iskardo — Rafts and rope-bridges on Indus — 
Elaagnus and Apricot apparently wild — Winter at Iskardo. 

On the 2nd of December I left Iskardo, in the direction 
of Kashmir, by way of Dras, all other routes being shut 
with snow. My first march was to Turgu, seven mUes. 
The ground was all the way covered with snow which 
had fallen during the night, but it thawed a good deal 
during the day, making the journey rather unpleasant. 
The road lay along the south bank of the river, at first 
over the level platform of lacustrine clay, among large 
boulders, which were scattered over its surface, but 
soon descending by a narrow and steep footpath, on 
the face of the clayey cUff, to the level of the river, to 
cross a deep bay, from which the clay formation has 
been entirely removed, to a large village three miles 
from Iskardo, through the cultivation of which the ro«|. 
ascended gradually, and proceeded on the barren 
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slopes behind. About five miles from Iskardo, a spur, 
from the mountain range on the south, which abuts in a 
scarped cliff upon the river, has been taken advantage of 
by the inhabitants to build a small gateway, through 
which the road is made to run. The extreme steepness 
of the mountain mass which lies to the south and east, 
makes it scarcely possible to approach Iskardo along the 
south bank of the river from these directions, without 
passing through this gateway, and, therefore, a small 
party of soldiers is kept on this rocky pass by the Sikh 
rulers of the country. A species of Daphne was very 
common on the rocky hills about this pass, apparently 
an evergreen, as it was in full leaf in the midst of the 
snow. From the higher parts of the road, and from 
the rocky pass which overhangs the river, there is an 
extensive view over the barren sandy waste on the 
north bank of the river. The lacustrine clay is, at this 
end of the valley, very thick and but little excavated, 
forming cliffs which rise close to the river, which has, 
as it were, worn for itself a narrow channel in the clay 
formation. The banks or cliffs are of very different 
heights, and many of them consist of alluvial gravel and 
boulders, overlying and quite obscuring the clays. Be- 
hind Turgu, and in many places on the last part of the 
march, there are great masses of angular fragments of 
rock piled into a steeply sloping mass, as if they had 
fallen from the mountains behind, but so mixed with 
smaller fragments and with gravel, that it seems proba- 
ble that they w&te accumulated under water. 

The next day’s march, from Turgu to Gol, round the 
great bend nf the Indus, was entirely barren. On the 
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western side of the curve several rocky spurs were 
crossed, but after the road turns to the south it runs 
generally on the surface of very elevated platforms of 
coarse alluvial debris, covered in many places with enor- 
mous boulders, partly derived, in aU probability, from 
the fall of masses of rock from the cliffs above, but in 
more than one place so curiously arranged, at the aper- 
tures of lateral ravines, as to be, I think, almost certainly 
of glacial origin. Many of the large boulders which oc- 
curred in the alluvium were observed to be much water- 
worn, spherical cavities being worn out in them. Similar 
waterwom rocks were also seen in situ at great heights 
above the river, in places to which no water has at pre- 
sent access, and where it is difficult to understand in 
what way the effect was produced. Behind the alluvial 
platforms, which are generally one or two hrmdrcd feet 
above the level of the river, the mountains rise precipi- 
tously, in cliffs of granite, which has now replaced the 
slate rocks of Iskardo. 

At the point where the river changes its direction from 
north to south-west, the mountains on the southern bank 
advance quite to the river, and on the north side also 
they approach very near. It would therefore, at first sight, 
appear that the lake, in which the clay formation of Iskardo 
has been deposited, had here terminated to the eastward, 
no clay being seen in the narrow ravine above Nar, or near 
thektiver anywhere between Nar and Gol. I had at first no 
doubt that I had reached the eastern extremity of the lake; 
but some time after passing the most northerly point of 
the ravine I observed a patch of very fine cream-coloured 
clay, quite similar to the finest portions of the Iskardo 

Q 
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formation, clinging in a remarkable position on the flfoik 
of & very steep rocky cliff, not less th&n 1000 or 1200 
feet above the river. Several other patches came into 
sight soon after, all high up on the mountain-sides ; one 
above the village of Golochu, and others at intervals 
all the way to the junction of the Indus and Shayuk. 1 
cannot, therefore, doubt that the lake in which the clay 
beds of Kiris were deposited, was the same as that which 
occupied the Iskardo basin ; nor does it seem easy to fix 
its exact boundaries. The great height of the patches of 
clay, in the narrow channel above Nar, show that the 
depth of the lake had been very considerable; and if 
we assume a depth of 1500 feet, which seems neces- 
sary, and at the same time admit the arrangement of the 
ancient rocks to have been the same as at present, we 
must either suppose some great barrier to have existed 
in the narrow passage below Khapalu, or must admit 
that the Khapalu lake was also continuous with that of 
Iskardo. I did not, however, observe any beds of fine 
clay higher up than Kuru, in the narrow part of the 
ravine of the Shuyak, which would warrant the drawing 
such a conclusion; although vast masses of alluvium 
certainly abound there, piled at great heights above the 
river. Is it possible that these may at one time have 
been continuoirs, and have blocked up the whole valley, 
and that the portions now seen capping ridges, whose 
origin is otherwise inexplicable, are the last remnants of 
a continuous mass which occupied the whole interspace ? 
and if so, tO what are we to ascribe the deposition of 
such an enormous mass of alluvium-like aocumulBtion ? 

To the eastward of the village of Gol the valley of 
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the Indus again becomes a little wider, an open sandy 
plain extending round the junction of the two rivers. 
The cultivation round Grol is on a hig h platform of 
alluvium; but the road descends, soon after leaving 
the vilh^e, nearly to the level of the river, and con- 
tinues ovOT the low ground, skirting the mountains of 
the southern bank, till it reaches the junction of the two 
rivers, where it turns abruptly to the south, ascend- 
ing the left bank of the Indus, which runs nearly due 
north in a narrow rocky ravine. A blutf projecting 
ridge of granite, sixty or eighty feet high, polished on 
the surface by aqueous action, and of a brilliantly brown- 
black colour, so that the nature of the rock is only 
discoverable by breaking it, here advances close to the 
river, and is crossed by a steep sinuous path, eked out 
by flights of steps, with wooden supports, where it 
would otherwise be impracticable. The Indus is here 
very narrow and deep, and runs with an extremely rapid 
current. The path, after crossing this ridge, again de- 
scends to the level of the river. Even in this narrow 
ravine I was surprised to find the fine cream-coloured 
clay of the lacustrine formation, similar to many of the 
beds of the same deposit round Iskardo. It was here 
quite on a level with the river. 

The mountains rise on both sides of the Indus very 
abruptly, being almost always precipitous. Erom the 
narrowness of the valley the great elevation of these is 
not seen, and the lesser height of those on the right bank 
of the Indus, which form the termination of the chain 
separating that river from the Shayuje, is not brought 
prominently to notice. For more than two miles, the 
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ravine continues very narrow, and several steep spurs 
are crossed. It then becomes gradually a little wider, 
narrow -platforms of conglomerate skirting the stream, 
and changes its direction from nearly due south to south- 
east. The right bank is stony and unproductive the 
whole way, but on , the left there is one small village, 
three miles from the junction of the Shayuk, and thence 
after three miles of desert, a succession of small villages 
continuing with little intermission on the surface of allu- 
vial platforms as far as Parkuta, at which I encamped. 
In one of the villages a good many small juniper-trees 
were seen. 

The lacustrine clay fonnation, though not continuous 
throughout the whole of this day’s march, may be traced 
in patches, with so little interval that its fonner conti- 
nuity cannot be doubted. The spots in which I ob- 
served its presence in the narrow ravine were aU close to 
the river, the low level of the road not permitting an 
extended view of the higher slopes of the mountains. 
Further up, however, patches were in my subseq^uent 
April journey seen at considerable elevations, but in 
December the slopes were covered with' snow to within 
a thousand feet of the river. In several places the clay 
formed cliffs, which rose perpendicularly from the Indus, 
and could be seen to be covered with modem alluvium 
deposited during floods, just as the ancient rocks arc in 
other places. The clay appeared everywhere extremely 
fine, without any intermixture of-sand or micaceous grains. 
I saw no appearance of fossils, which I think never occur 
in the very fine cream-coloured clays, but seem always 
to accompany more sandy, or at least gritty varieties, as if 
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the influx of a small stream, and probably the proximity 
of land, were requisite to the existence of testaceous 
mollusks; while the central part of the lake, in which 
the very finest clays were deposited, was quite devoid of 
them. 

Parkuta is a very large village, tliree or four hundred 
feet above the river, occupying both slopes of a deep 
ravine cut in the thick mass of alluvium by a large stream 
from the south. The alluvium is scarped towards the 
Indus, and a low granitic hill, the cause of its accumu- 
lation to such a height, just rises above the general sur- 
face of the platform. This is covered with a mass of 
buildings, formerly the residence of the Rajah of Par- 
kuta, a biMch of the same family who ruled at Iskardo, 
and dependent on them while that state remained inde- 
pendent ; he has, however, been removed by the Sikhs, 
and his house is at present unteuanted. The village 
is large, with extensive cultivation, and many fine 
fruit-trees. Vines are plentiful, climbing over the 
poplars. 

On the 5th of December my day’s joixrney carried me 
to Tolti, a distance of twelve miles. The valley con- 
tinued narrow, and the mountains rose precipitously on 
both sides. On the early part of the march there were 
many villages, and much cultivation on the left bank. 
The village of Urdi, three or four miles from Parkuta, 
seemed very populous, and extended for a great distance 
along the river. It was remarkable for an aqueduct 
supported on pillars of stone, which crossed a ravine 
immediately above the village. At this spot the culti- 
vation tenniiiated abruptly, and the alluvial platform was 
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for more than a mile, during which space it gradually 
narrowed by the encroachments of the cliffs, covered 
with an accumulation of very large granitic boulders, 
which seemed to have fallen on it from the mountains 
behind. 

As I approached Tolti the valley of the Indus became 
much more rugged and narrow. A long gentle ascent 
to a ridge more than a thousand feet above the bottom 
of the valley, but which dipped abruptly to the river, 
occupied the latter part of the march. At Tolti the belt 
of cultivation is very narrow, just skirting the river on 
very narrow platforms of alluvium, which are irrigated 
by artificial canals carried with considerable labour be- 
tween the fields and the mountains. Tolti was the most 
gloomy village which I had yet seen, the precipitous 
mountains forming a circle all round it, md almost shut- 
ting out the fight of day. The bird’s-nest fort in the 
ravine behind the village, perched on the top of a rock 
(in a most untenable position, though probably well suited 
for defence against sudden attack), accorded well with the 
gloomy aspect of the place. The temperature was here 
considerably lower than in the more open valley, as large 
patches of snow lay still unmelted in the fields, though 
four days had elapsed since its fall. At Gol, two days 
before, it had quite melted. On a bank a mile or two 
below. Tolti, I saw a few trees of Poptdm Euphraiica, 
just recognizable by a few withered leaves which still 
remained on the tree. 

From Tolti, I made three marches to Tarkata, a small 
village on the Indus, six miles below its jimction with the 
river of Dras. The general aspect of the valley of the 
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Indus was but little changed in this distance, notwith- 
standing a very long and remJlrkable bend of the river 
above Kartash, in which its direction is to the eastward 
of north. From Tolti, the easiest road in an upwai’d 
direction crosses the Indus, and proceeds on the right 
bank ; but to avoid the labour of crossing, I suppose, my 
guides conducted me by a road on the left bank. On 
this side, the lower part of the valley is so steep as to 
be impracticable ; and I found it necessary to ascend at 
once from Tolti on a stony ridge, almost directly away 
from the river. The ascent was long and fatiguing; 
the ridge being capped, in the same manner as that 
above Kunes on the Shayuk, with masses of alluvium. 
The ridge was more than 1500 feet above the river, 
and its upper part was covered with snow, through 
which the path lay for four or five miles, after which it 
descended very abruptly to the river, which had been 
in sight almost all the way, generally ruiming among pre- 
cipitous rocks, -but with a few villages scattered at inter- 
vals on the northern bank. After regaining the bank 
of the river, the road was for five or six miles nearly 
level, passing opposite the viEage of Kartash, with a fort 
on a hill. Here stiU resides the Rajah Ali Sher Khan, 
the most intelligent of the princes of Balti; though 
now past the prime of life, he still retains the intelli- 
gence and kind hospitality for which he is so deservedly 
praised' by Vigne. 

Kartash being situated at the northern or lower end 
of the ^eat bend of the Indus, and in an extremely 
narrow part of the ravine, is a most sombre-looking 
place. It is possible, however, that in sumpier, when 
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the villages are green with cultivation and fruit-trees, 
the appearance of this and other places may be less 
gloomy, and that, from having only seen this part of 
Tibet in the depth of winter, I may be disposed to 
regard it in too unfavourable a point of view. The 
abrupt and precipitous rise of the mountains on all sides 
must undoubtedly tend strongly to ihodify the summer 
temperature, which, from the want of rain, and the re- 
flection from masses of bare rock, would otherwise be 
oppressive. The fort seems to have some good buildings, 
and to be kept in excellent order, and the village looked 
extensive and prosperous. 

All along the narrow ravine, from Tolti nearly as far 
as Tarkata, deposits of alluvium were very extensively 
developed, not only in the valley of the river, but at 
considerable heights on the ridges. There was, however, 
I beheve, none of the lacustrine clay, as contradistin- 
guished from the coarser alluvium. I speak here with 
considerable hesitation, as I find with regret that I have 
not in my notes attended with sufficient care to the 
distinction between the two, not having at the time 
sufficiently adverted to their probably different origin. 
1 am now disposed to think that in the narrow ravine 
above Tolti was situated the barrier which bounded 
on the east the lake basin of Iskardo, a vast inland 
sea, which must have extended thence in a north- 
westerly direction as far as Rondu. This barrier, if 
my supposition be correct, must have consisted of a 
mass of coarse drift or alluvium, entirely blocking up 
the narrow ravine to a height of three thousand feet or 
more above the present lcve| of the Indus. 
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The mountains all along this ravine are extremely 
elevated, the peaks above Kartash (from which a pass 
leads to Khapalu on the Shayuk) being, I should think, 
not less than 18,000 feet. The bareness and deso- 
lation of their sides exceeded anything I had seen since 
leaving Iskardo, and quite equalled the most rugged 
parts of Tibet which I had yet visited. They consisted 
of large mas^s of rock, split and fractured in every 
direction, often very precipitous, without a vestige of 
soil, and with scarcely the slightest traces of vegetation. 
Immense tracts, both along the river and on the slopes 
of the ravines descending from the mountains, were 
covered with boulders or with angular fragments of 
rock, strewed irregularly on the siuface, or piled in 
masses one on another. Granite formed the great mass 
of the mountains, mixed with stratified rocks, which were 
always highly metamorphic, but extremely variable in 
appearance, sometimes, though rarely, having the appear- 
ance of ordinary gneiss. A singular porphyritic rock 
appeared (as boulders) along the river in one place only. 

About two miles west of Tarkata, the Indus resimies 
its more usual direction, and, at the same time, its valley 
becomes somewhat more open, the mountains, without any 
diminution of elevation, receding considerably from the 
river. Their lower slopes present a very different aspect 
from those in other parts of the Indus, being composed 
not of primitive rock, but of a soft and almost inco- 
herent sandstone, alternating irregularly and without 
any definite order with boulder conglomerate, and fine 
clay. These beds, which are very extensively developed 
on both sides of the river, around the village of Tarkata, 
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for some distance in both directions, attain a thickness 
of at least six or seven hundred feet. They are, how- 
ever, very irregular, forming a succ^sion of ridges 
separated by deep ravines or gullies, on the sides of 
which fine sections of the strata are generally exposed, 
showing them to be uniformly horizontal, and to con- 
sist of a great many alternations of sand, clay, and drift. 
Above Tarkata, very fine clays were abundant. 

The sandstone, of which a greater part of these curious 
deposits consists, is formed principally of coarse grains 
of quartz, which only cohere very slightly, and easily 
crumble under pressure. It is quite similar in appearance 
to tile sandstone which occurs on the summit of the 
rock of Iskardo, differing only in being very much more 
extensively developed than that is, and in being asso- 
ciated and alternating with the very fine clays resembling 
those which occupy the lower levels of the valley of 
Iskardo. The sandstones of Tarkata did. not appear to 
be fossiliferous, nor did I, in the slight examination 
I was able to give them, discover any shells in the fine 
clays in this neighbourhood. The general similarity, 
however, of these deposits to the lacustrine clays of the 
Iskardo valley, makes it nearly certain that their origin 
is similar, while the association of the sandstones and 
the fine clays in the neighbourhood of Tarkata, renders 
it probable that I am right in assuming the arenaceous 
beds of the summit of the rook of Iskardo to be lacus- 
trine. ' 

Ever since leaving Iskardo, the weather had been 
very unsettled, but no more snow had fallen. The sky 
had been pretty geumally overcast with light clouds, 
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and daring the day the wind had almost invariably 
blown down the river, generally with great violence, 
and, especially in the narrowest parts of the valley, in 
furious gusts, against which it was most laborious 
to make any progress. The mornings had been always 
frosty, but the temperature rose in the middle of the 
day several degrees above 32°. On the 8th of De- 
cember, a sudden increase of cold seemed to take 
place, the temperature not rising above the freezing- 
point. Large cakes of ice, which appeared early on 
the morning of that day, floating down the river, in- 
dicated an evident commencement of very severe weather 
in the upper part of its course, and the descent of 
such masses of ice, in cakes of from one to ten feet in 
diameter, tended very much to lower the temperature 
of all parts of the river to which they extended. The 
elevation of Tarkata I found to be 7800 feet above the 
sea. 

The road from Iskardo to Kashmir leaves the valley 
of the Indus at the junction of the river of Dras, and 
follows the course of that river almost to its sotrree. 
The lower part of the valley of Dras is a deep and 
narrow rocky ravine, bordered by precipices of granite, 
which are so steep that the bottom of the valley is quite 
inaccessible. In passing from the Indus into the valley 
of Dras, the road crosses the granitic spur which sepa- 
rates the two rivers, at an elevation of about 2000 feet 
above the Indus, ascending to this height very rapidly 
along a steep spur, which recedes almost in a perpen- 
dicular direction from that river. From the shoulder of 
this ri^e, which was elevated probably about 10,000 feet. 
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the coTirse of the Indus was visible for some distance 
above the junction of the river of Dras. It appeared 
to be hemmed in very closely by rocky mountain spurs. 
A good many patches of fine lacustrine clay were ip 
sight, on both banks. 

From the same ridge, the view up the Dras valley 
was very remarkable. The river of that name; which 
formed many deep pools and was partially frozen, ran 
at the bottom of a deep gorge. On the right bank 
opposite to where I stood, a sheer precipice rose nearly 
to a level with my eye. Between the ridge on which I 
stood and the next in succession up the Dras valley, 
an open and shallow valley, everywhere strewed with 
enomious blocks of granite, sloped gently till it ap- 
proached the brink of the almost perpendicular cliffs 
which overhang the Dras river. Crossing this open 
valley, and the low spur beyond it, I encamped at a 
small village called Ulding Thung, situated at the point 
of junction of the Dras river, with a considerable tri- 
butary descending from the west. 

This httlo village occupies the gentle slope of a hill- 
side, but I encamped at the lowest part of it, which was 
a small level plain surrounded by a number of giant 
boulders, resting on the upper edge of a very steep slope, 
and evidently, I think, of glacial origin. They were 
quite angular, and not less than from twenty to thirty 
feet in length. 

On the slope of the hill above my encampment at 
Ulding, the lacustrine clay fonnation again occurred in 
great quantity. It was a very fine impalpable clay, 
without fossils, and was here (as is not uncommon else- 
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where) dug out by the inhabitants for the purpose of 
extracting its salt, which is obtained in a state of brine 
by simply washing the clay with water. The elevation 
of this clay formation was probably a good deal more 
than 8500 feet, but not greater than that of many of 
the hills and patches of similar deposit around Tarkata 
in the vaUey of the Indus. 

At daybreak on the morning of the 18th of December 
I found that between three and four inches of snow had 
fallen during the night. It had ceased snowing at 
that time ; and during the day, which was stormy and 
often very cloudy, no more fell. There was a good 
deal of thaw during the day, and towards evening the 
snow, except in sheltered spots, was nearly melted. My 
day’s journey was about ten miles, to the village of 
Hardas, on the left bank of the Dras river ; passing 
about two miles before the end of the march the river of 
Kargyl or Paslikyum, a very large stream which descends 
from the south-east. During the earlier part of this 
day, the road was extremely bad. It descended from 
Ulding abruptly to the level of the Dras river, to cross 
at its point of junction a large tributary whose source 
is in the eastern slopes of Deotsu. A succession of 
steep ascents and descents followed for four or five miles, 
throughout which distance the ravine through which the 
river ran was narrow and precipitous and quite without 
villages. Further up, the valley widened a little, the 
mountains rose less steeply, and left narrow strips of 
level ground along the margin of the stream. 

Very early on the morning of the 11th of December, 
it began again to snow, and continued with little inter- 
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mission throi^hout the day. I maiohed ten miles to 
Karbu, crossing the river three miles above Hardas, and 
keeping on the right bank during the remainder of the 
day. I could see that the valley was wider than the 
day before, but the incessant snow made the appearance 
of the country undistinguishable. The margins of the 
stream were occasionally fringed with bushes of poplar 
and willow. Karbu is a village high up a steep lateral 
valley, with scattered groves of juniper on the sides of 
the hills above the cultivation. By evening the depth of 
snow was about fifteen inches. 

On the 12th of December, after marching five miles 
through a heavy fall of snow to the village of Tashgang, 
crossing the river by a wooden bridge close to the vil- 
lage, a violent storm of wind and snow-drift, blowing 
directly down the valley, compelled me to halt for the 
night. The snow-storm continued tUl about eight p.m., 
when the weather cleared, and the night was clear and 
starlight. Next morning, the weather continuing fine, 
I was able to proceed to Dras. The depth of snow 
had increased to about two feet; and the labour of 
progressing through this depth of untrodden snow was 
much increased by the shortness of the steps of the 
porters, treading exactly after one another, so as to form 
pits in the snow, not more than a foot apart, and alter- 
nately on the right and left. 

I reached the Sikh fort at Dras, which was distant 
eleven miles, about two o’clock; the road was pretty 
level and the vall^ open, with low hills on eidier hand. 
The d^th snow increased as I advan(^d, and was 
three feet in the plain round the fort. Here I was 
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greeted by the most unwelcome ladings, that my ad- 
vance so far was fruitless, the pass in front being 
blocked up with snow. For this I was quite unpre- 
pared, having been led to believe that the road to 
Kashmir in this direction was always open, and no 
hint having been given me at Iskardo that my delay 
there might in the least prevent my reaching Kashmir. 
The heavy snow-fall of the last three or four days seemed 
to have been something quite unusual ; and it had ac- 
cumulated, 818 I was told, on the pass to a depth which 
quite precluded all possibility of a passage for many days 
to come. 

Notwithstanding all these assurances, I should cer- 
tainly have tried to advance at least as far as Maten, 
had I not found at Dras one of the principal inhabitants 
of Kargyl, who had returned the day before from that 
place, after attempting in the morning to advance to- 
wards the pass, which is ten miles further on, and being 
stopped by finding the snow ten and twelve feet deep, 
and quite soft. After the assurances of this traveller, 1 
should not have been justified in taking so many porters 
across the pass, supposing them to have acceded to my 
wishes to make the attempt ; I therefore very reluctantly 
gave up the idea of proceeding. 

It then became a question what I should do. It 
might and would probably be many weeks before the 
pass would be practicable for loaded men. To have re- 
mained at Dras so long would have been impossible. 
The demands of my party for fuel were found very diffi- 
cult to supply, even for a day, the faggots of brushwood, 
whidi alone are there available, being soon consunaed, 
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and, therefore, unwillingly parted with ; I therefore re- 
solved to return to Iskardo, .^d remain there till the 
retmm of spring should enable me to resuriie my travels, 
and to visit the disti^ further down the Indus, before 
crossing into Kashn^. 

My return joutpey, being from a severe to a milder 
climate, was sufficiently agreeable. At first a succession 
of bright and clear days reduced the temperature very 
much. The thermometer fell to zero in the mornings, 
and the frost throughout the day was intense. I was 
no longer ajjle to inhabit my tent, which I had con- 
tinued to occupy up to the period of my arrival at Dras, 
where, in the Sikh fort, I found, rather to my surprise, 
a room, with a fire-place and chimney, allotted for my 
accommodation by the kindness of the commandant. 
In descending again towards the Indus, I took shelter 
in the villages, occupying, if possible, a cow-house in 
preference to one used by the inhabitants. The houses 
are generally built of waterwom stones, without cement, 
.but plillfj^red with mud outside and inside. The roofs 
are flat ; the rafters are unsawn trees or branches of pop- 
lar, covered with willow twigs, over which is laid a thick 
coating of mud. A hole in the centre of the roof serves 
for a chimney, the fire being made in the centre of the 
floor. In some of the poorer villages the houses were 
less elaborate, consisting merely of wattle- work of wiUow 
twigs, covered with a thin coating of clay. 

In the open plain below Dras I observed many wi- 
jthered stems of Francos, the celebrated Umbelliferous 
plant so much valued by the inhabitants of Drt^ as a 
food for their sheep, stiU bearing ripe seeds. Juniper, 
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too, was common, even along the bank of the stream. 
As I descended the river, I found that a very few days 
had made a great change in the temperature. The river 
was everywhere hard frozen, and all the little streams 
which ran down the mountain-sides were coated with a 
thick shell of ice. More than once I saw a waterfall 
with a covering, perhaps a yard in thickness, of clear 
blue ice, under which the little streamlet could be dis- 
tinctly seen. At Ulding, though the cold was severe, 
I found the ground partially free of snow, so that the 
amount of fall, at that distance from the central chain of 
mountains, had been quite insignificant. 

On the 19th of December, on which day I regained 
the valley of the Indus, it was again snowing heavily, 
after an interval of exactly seven days. The river was 
now entirely frozen over, and so solid, that one of my 
servants, a native of India, losing his way in the snow- 
storm, instead of turning to the left on arriving at the 
Indus, walked across the river to a village on the right 
bank, without being aware that he had quitted the pro- 
per road. 

Instead of keeping the left bank of the river, as I had 
done in my upward cmuse, I crossed it on the ice about 
three or four miles above the village of’Kartash, or Kar- 
mang, as it is also called, and kept on the north side till 
within a mile of Tolti. About two miles below Kartash, 
there are a succession of rapids in the stream, which ex- 
tend, without much intermission, considerably more than 
a mile, and must produce a very considerable change in 
the elevation of its bed. The river was nowhere frozen 
between Kartash and Tolti, the stream being too rapid 
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to freeze readily. In crossing to the left bank I made 
use of a raft of skins, .which consisted of a light frame- 
work of willow rods, six feet square, resting on about a 
dozen inflated sheep or goat skins. This flimsy contriv- 
ance just floated on the water w'heu loaded with three or 
four people. 

At Tolti and at Karmang are the only rope-bridges 
which I saw on the Indus, above Iskardo. The cables 
used in their construction are here made of willow twigs, 
twisted into a thick rope. Seven such ropes on each 
side arc combined to form the parallel lateral cables, 
about a yard apart, from which the road way of the bridge 
is suspended. These bridges are perfectly safe, though, 
from their open structure, rather formidable to those 
who are not accustomed to use them. The principle on 
which they are made is the same as one which is in use 
in all the hill provinces of India, from the Khasya momi- 
tains and Butan, as far west as the Indus ; but the ma- 
terial differs with each particular locality, cane being used 
in the most eastern parts, rope (often of grass or ZiVm- 
phorum) in the Western Himalaya ; and in Tibet, whore 
even that material is not available, willow twigs are em- 
ployed as a substitute. 

In many parts of the Indus valley, even in the most 
nigged and desolate spots, I noticed, occasionally, trees 
of the Mmagnus and of apricot, growing in rocky places 
along the river, where it was very evident that they had 
never been planted. The Mesagnm is always conspicu- 
ous, even in mid-winter, in consequence of the withered 
leaves remaining attached to the tree instead of falling 
at the end of autumn. Occasionally, no doubt, the oc- 
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currence of these trees was due to the former existence 
of villages in the vicinity of the places in which the^ were 
observed, but they also seemed sometimes to occur in 
places where no cultivation could ever have existed. Their 
occuirenoe, however, must, I think, bo considered pvurely 
accidental : they were too few in number to be re- 
garded as really indigenous; nor is it surprising that 
these trees, which are so extensively cultivated round all 
the villages of Baltistan, and so universally used as food 
by the inhabitants, should occasionally vegetate at a great 
distance from their usual jdace of growth. 

I reached Iskardo on the evening of the 26th of De- 
cember, and succeeded, without difficulty, in hiring a 
house sufficiently large to accommodate aU my party. 
As I remained stationary at this place for two months, I 
w'as able to make some observations of the thermometer, 
and to watch the state of the weather dming the whole 
of that period. The elevation of Iskardo above the level 
of the sea is about 7200 feet. Winter may be said to 
have couuncnced on the 28th of November, on which 
day the first snow fell. From that date, falls of snow 
recurred constantly at intervals, which varied from two 
or three days to a week. The earlier falls were very 
slight, not more than an inch or two in depth, but the 
quantity gradually increased, until each fall was from 
four to six inches. The entire depth of the snow in 
the middle of February, beyond which time the fresh 
falls were insignificant, was from fifteen to eighteen 
inches. 

After each fall of snow, the weather usually became 
bright and calm, with a serene cloudless sky. The sun 
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shone out brightly, and was agreeably wann to the feel, 
while the temperature of the air rose nearly to, or a little 
above, the freezing-point. * In the earlier part of the 
winter, the snow melted rapidly, and the ground in 
the open* valley was generally nearly free of it before the 
next fall. After the beginning of January, however, the 
cold increased, and the snow lay permanently, except on 
the most sunny slopes. The sun seemed to have much 
less power, and little thaw took place except on rocks 
and beaten paths. The diminution in the quantity of 
snow by evaporation was often considerable. 

The greatest cold wdiich was registered at Iskardo was 
at daybreak on the 8th of February, when Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer stood at half a degree above zero. The 
mean temperature at sunrise during the whole w'inter 
was 19^°, and that at two p.m. 33f°. The mean tempera- 
ture during the period from the 28th of December to 
the 31st of January was 27^°, and from the 1st to 
the 24th of February 25f°. The increase of cold was 
principally by the depression of the night temperature, 
the mean highest temperature being within a fraction 
of a degree the same during both periods. 

On the first or second day of clear weather after a fall 
of snow, the temperature in the morning was often very 
low, with abimdant hoar-frost, which, except at such 
times, was not seen at all. The surface of the plain was 
covered with a dense fog, which remained till nearly noon 
before the sun was able to dispel it. On the second or 
third day the sky would become hazy, the sun being 
partly obscured by a thin stratum of cloud at a great 
elevation. During the continuance of this haze, the 
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temperature was always more elevated than when the 
sky was clear. The hazy weather was once or twice 
dissipated by violent winds, without any fall of snow on 
the open plain; but more generally it increased gradually, 
till the sky was completely and densely overcast, and 
snow began again to fall, perhaps most frequently during 
the night. 

During the greater part of the winter the snow was 
invariably in extremely minute grains. It was not till the 
latter part of February, when spring was rapidly ap- 
proaching, that large flakes fell. I more than once ob- 
seiwed the phenomenon of small quantities of extremely 
fine-grained snow falling when the sky was quite clear, 
and the air at the surface of the earth quite motionless. 
During clear weather very little thaw took place, the 
cold produced by radiation appearing to counteract the 
sun’s action; at the same time the snow diminished 
rapidly by evaporation, which was not the case when the 
sky was overcast. 

The fall of snow was evidently much less considerable 
in the open plain than on the mountains round Iskardo. 
During the heavier falls, the snow on the steep moun- 
tain slopes often slipped downwards. It was but rarely 
that these avalanches were visible, but the noise of the 
snow in motion was heard like distant thunder, often 
many times a day, and the bare spots which it had left 
could be seen after the snow-storm had ceased. When 
the weather was settled, the wind was in general very 
gentle, and blew up the valley of the Indus; during 
snow-storms it was usually violent, and very irregular in 
direction. The storms came mostly from the south- 
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west, a moisture-bringing upper current of air from that 
direction being condensed by the dry and cold north 
wind. 

My collections had accumulated to such an extent, 
and got into such confusion, during five months of almost 
incessant travelling, that I was very glad to have an op- 
portunity of devoting some time to their arrangement, 
and found, without difficulty, occupation for all my time 
during two months of rest. The snow was never so deep 
as to prevent me from taking regular exercise, so that I 
was soon familiar with all the roads in the neighbourhood 
of the town, and examined the cliffs of clay in evciy 
direction in search of fossils, without discovering (as I 
had some hopes of doing) any mannnalian remains. The 
communication with Le was open all winter; 1 was 
therefore able to correspond with Captain Strachey, who, 
after examining the coui’se of the Indus from the Chinese 
boundary downwards, w^as spending the winter there. 
By his assistance 1 succeeded in replenishing my store 
of tea and sugar, both of wffiich were exhausted. The 
sugar which I proevued from Le was very good, and 
the brick tea, though not superexceUent in quality, 
was, in the absence of better, quite good enough for use. 
Other supplies 1 had no difficulty in procuring at Iskardo, 
sheep and flour being abundant. The wood supplied for 
fuel was almost entirely Elceagnus, no wild timber occur- 
ring in the country. 

The Thannadar of Iskardo, who is the deputy of 
Maharajah Gulab Singh of Kashmir, is the governor of 
all Balti, but he rules by means of native Mahommedau 
chiefs or rajahs. In sotne instances, where no opposi- 
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tion was made to the Sikh invasion, the former ruler was 
allowed to retain his position; in other cases a change 
was made. At Iskardo, Mahommed Shah, the present 
Kajah, had been an exile in Kashmir, from being on bad 
terras with his father. He is a feeble and sickly young 
man, without the energy of his father, M. Vigne’s host 
in Iskardo. The inhabitants of Balti, though Tibetan 
in language and appearance, are all Mahoramedans, and 
differ from the more eastern Tibetans of Le (who call 
themselves Bhotias, or inhabitants of Bhot) by being 
taller and less stoutly made. Their language, I am told, 
differs considerably from that of Le, but only as one 
dialect differs from another. 
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It was not till the 25 th of February that the approach 
of spring was sufficiently decided to permit me to make 
a move with any chance of fair weather. On that day 
I started from Iskardo, with the intention of making 
eight or ten days’ journey down the Indus in the direc- 
tion of Rondu. The district of Rondu may be under- 
stood to comprise the whole of the narrow part of the 
Indus valley, from the western end of the Iskardo plain 
to the great bend of that river, where it assumes a south- 
erly direction. It is only during the winter season that 
the route along the valley of the Indus is much fre- 
quented, as it is quite impracticable, for Iwrses, and so 
very bad even for travellers on foot, that the road over 
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the passes towards Hasora is always preferred in summer. 
At the season of my journey I had no option, the passes 
being still covered with heavy snow. 

Unfortunately for my objects, the inhabitants of Gdgit 
had since the beginning of winter been in a state of open 
insurrection, and had besieged the garrison placed by Gulab 
Singh in one of the forts of the valley. Attempts had 
been made by the Thannadar of Iskardo to send a force 
to their relief, but the garrison of that place was too 
weak to enable him to detach more than a very small 
portion of it ; and the forced levies of Balti men, collected 
in all the districts of the country, had evidently no desire 
to fight against the more active inhabitants of Gilgit 
and the robber tribes of the higher valleys of Hunza and 
Nagyr. Large parties of fifty and a hundred were con- 
tinually arriving durmg the winter at Iskardo, and were 
as soon as possible despatched towards the disturbed 
country; but the greater number of them, I was told, 
managed to desert, and to return to their villages, or 
to hiding-places elsewhere, long before the detachment 
arrived at the end of its journey. 

Crossing the Indus in the ferry-boat, a little below the 
rock of Iskardo, my road lay along the north bank of 
the river, through extensive tracts of cultivation. There 
was much less snow on the surface of the fields in the 
village of Koardu, the first through which I passed on 
the north bank, than in the town of Iskardo, owing to 
the more favourable exposure. The villagers were busy 
sprinkling a thin layer of earth over the snow to hasten 
its melting. This village, which is about five miles dis- 
tant from Iskardo, is backed by very high masses of clay 
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conglomerate and clay, forming very irregular, often pre- 
cipitous banks, resting on the ‘ancient rocks behind. 
From Iskardo these beds are very conspicuous, but in 
the village itself only a very small portion can be seen 
at a time. 

West of Koardu, a ridge of mica-slate, containing 
abundance of garnets, advances close to the, river, which 
here runs on the northern side of the valley. The road 
up the valley skirts the base of this projecting spur, and 
then passes over level platfoniis for about four miles. 
The level tracts were still covered with snow, but in rocky 
places, and on all slopes facing the south, the ground was 
quite bare. Four miles from Koardu I passed the very 
large village of Kamar, the fields rising in terraces one 
behind another on a steeply sloping platform, which 
skirts the plain for nearly two miles. Behind the village, 
the same system of conglomerate and clay-beds, as at 
Koardu, rises in steep banks. 

About a mile beyond Kamar, which is the last village 
on the north side of the Iskardo plain, the valley of the 
Indus contracts very suddenly, the mountains closing in 
upon the river. The beds of lacustrine clay extend 
without any diminution to the end of the open valley, 
and are covered, when close to the mountains, by numcr 
rous boulders of all sizes, many of which are of great 
dimensions. The fine clay at the termination of the 
open plain appears to underlie a great mass of boulder 
conglomerate, which is continued into the narrow part 
of the river valley. 

Where the river passes from the open plain into the 
narrow ravine, the inclination of its bed seems increased, 
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and the rapidity of its motion becomes much greater. 
This result is quite in accordance with what has been 
observed in the Nubra and Khapalu plains. Indeed, 
narrow valleys arc so generally steeply sloping, and wide 
valleys so generally nearly level, that it can scarcely be 
doubted that the inclination of the surface is in some 
way connected with the Avidth or amount of excavation 
of the valley. 

For a mile or two beyond the end of the Iskardo 
plain, the mountains are sufficiently far apart to allow of 
the interposition of a narrow platform of conglomerate, 
over which the road runs. Soon, however, even this 
disappears, and thenceforward, as far as I went, the Indus 
runs throAigh a narrow ravine of very uniform character. 
The mountains on both sides of the river are extremely 
steep, and, so far as I could judge at so early a season, 
almost uniformly rocky and precipitous. At distant 
intervals a small platform of alluvium is interposed 
between the cliffs and the river, but much more fre- 
quently precipices directly overhang the stream, or steep 
bare rocks, only not absohitely precipitous, rise from its 
mai’gin. It is but seldom that the stony bed of the 
river or the alluvial platforms overhanging it, afford a 
level road for a few hundred yards at a time. In general 
the path continually ascends and descends over each 
successive ridge ; the elevation to which it is required to 
ascend to find a practicable passage, varying from a few 
hundred to several thousand feet above the bottom of 
the valley. In at least eight or ten places between 
Iskardo and Rondu, the path ascends or descends by 
means of ladders placed against the face of a perj)endi- 
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cular wall of rock, or crosses fissures in the cliffs by 
planks laid horizontally over them. This road is there- 
fore quite impracticable for beasts of burden or horses, 
and is never used except in winter, when no other route 
is open to the traveller. 

As the road lies altogether on the north or right bank 
of the Indus, the elevation and appearance of the moim- 
tains on that side cannot well be seen. This range sepa- 
rates the Indus valley from that of Shigar, which is in 
no part of Rondu more than twenty-five miles distant, 
and is crossed in several places by passes at the head of 
the larger ravines. These passes being stOl blocked up 
with snow, I could not cross them, nor ascertain their 
clevjrfiion, which is perhaps nowhere less than fourteen or 
fifteen thousand feet, except at the very eastern extremity 
of the ridge. 

From the higher parts of the road, where it attained 
an elevation of eight and nine thousand feet, the moim- 
tain ranges on the south of the Indus could be well seen. 
They were covered with snow from base to summit, and 
in general rose so very abruptly, that the nearer spurs 
completely concealed from view the main range, except 
when a more open valley than usual permitted the view 
to extend backwards. Occasionally very lofty peaks 
were seen, which appeared to attain a height of at least 
eighteen or twenty thousand feet; but, as the whole 
landscape was covered with snow, distances could not be 
estinaated with any accuracy. As the ridge to the south 
of the Indus keeps very close to the river, it is probable 
that the highest summits seen in that direction were 
situated beyond the valley of Hasora. 
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The villages of Rondu are not numerous, and are of 
very small extent ; still every available spot seems to be 
occupied by a small patch of cultivation. The platforms 
are generally high above the river. In the lower part of 
the district, where the lateral ravines are of greater 
length, they open out above the very steep slope, by 
which they debouche into the Indus, into gently sloping 
open valleys. The villages of Thawar and Miirdu, being 
situated in these open valleys, are much more extensive 
than any of those close to the Indus. The fort of Rondu 
is on the left bank of the river, on a platform perhaps 
two hundred feet above its level, nearly opposite the 
end of the Thawar valley, and not far from the ter- 
mination of a valley which descends from the «outhem 
mountains, along which there is a road across a pass to 
Hasora. 

From Iskardo to Thawar, a large village in a lateral 
ravine on the north side of the Indus, almost opposite to 
the fort of Rondu, the road distance is about forty miles. 
As five days were employed in traversing this distance, 
the average day’s journey was only eight miles ; and yet, 
from the difficult nature of the road, all the marches 
appeared long, and were felt to be very fatiguing. A 
great part of the road being at an elevation much more 
considerable than that the Iskardo plain, I met with 
much snow on all the higher parts of the mountains. In 
the valley of the Indus thaw made rapid progress, and 
by the beginning of March, in favourable exposures, 
there wm no snow below 8000 feet. 

The progress of the thaw occasioned constant ava- 
lanches, the snow slipping from the steep sides of the 
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ravines, and when once in motion, advancing with 
constantly increasing momentum tiQ it reached the 
lowest level. All day long the mountains echoed with 
the sound' of falling snow ; the avalanches were not often 
visible, as they took place in the ravines, but now and 
then (where the ravines terminated in precipices) they 
were seen pouring in cataracts of snow over the face of 
the cliffs. In each large ravine which joined the Indus 
I found one of these gigantic avalanches, and was en- 
abled to see that they were composed of a congeries of 
balls of snow, varying in diameter from one to six feet, 
and often containing fragments of rock in their centre. 
Many of these snow-streams were not less than forty or 
fifty feet thick. At the level of the Indus they were 
now very soft, and evidently thawing rapidly. 

In many parts of Rondu are to be seen very distinct 
indications of the boulder conglomerate, by which the 
ravine was perhaps at one period entirely filled ; though 
from the very steep slopes of the mountains in most 
places, there is not often a resting-place for it. The 
platforms on which the villages are built are all formed 
of this alluvium, and are often covered with transported 
blocks of vast size. Between Siri and Baicha I saw 
several which were not less than sixty feet in length. In 
the upper part of the valley of Thawar, which is more 
level than the ravines higher up the Indus, a great accu- 
mulation of clay and boulders is seen attaining a height 
of at least 8000 feet above the level of the sea, as it 
forms hills a thousand feet above the village, which is at 
least as much above the Indus. 

The valley in which the village of Thawar is situated 
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slopes gently towards the Indus till near its termma- 
tion, when it descends extremely abruptly down a very 
steep inclined bank of boulders, which appears to block 
up the whole of the end of the vaUey. The slope of this 
steep bank was so great that it was only possible to de- 
scend by a very devious route. Between the lower part 
of the cultivation and the commencement of the steep 
slope, the valley was very irregular, and filled with heaps 
of boulders, forming long low hills. The appearance of 
the mass of debris in this valley was very remarkable, 
and had much the appem*ance of an old moraine de- 
posited by a glacier, which had (sxtended as far as the 
end of the present cultivation, and had shot forward the 
boulders by which it had been covered into the abyss 
below. 

The Indus is crossed by a swing-bridge of willow 
twigs, which leads from the villages on the north bank 
to the fort of Rondu. From Thawar I descended to this 
bridge, in order to ascertain the boiling-point of water, 
so as to get an approximation to the elevation of the bed 
of the river. It is thrown across a remarkably con- 
tracted part of the river, where it flows between perpen- 
dicular rocks rising several hundred feet out of the water, 
and the path by which the bridge is reached from Thawar 
descends the scarped face of the precipice by a succession 
of ladders. 

From the boiling-point of water I estimated the eleva- 
tion of the bridge, which was more than a himdred feet 
above the river, at 6200 feet. This would indicate a fall 
of about 1000 feet since leaving Iskardo, or, as the river 
flows very tranquilly till it leaves the Iskardo plain, from 
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commencement of Rondu, a distance by the road of 
twenty-nine miles, but not, I should think, more than 
twenty along the course of the river, as the road winds 
very -much in crossing ridges. This is equivalent to a 
fall of about fifty feet per mile, which, for, a stream dis- 
charging so vast a volmne of water, is very considerable 
indeed, but not more than is indicated by the general 
turbulent course of the river. 

The villages of Rondu, though mostly small, have 
abundance of fruit-trees. The apricot is still the com- 
mon^t of these ; but there are also many fine walnuts, 
and plenty of vines climbing up the trees, and remark- 
able for the great size of their trunks. Willows are very 
common, and two kinds of poplar, and now and then 
there occurs a plane-tree of enonnous girth and statme, 
which must, no doubt, afford a most welcome shade from 
the rays of the too-powerful sun of summer, the heat of 
which, in so deep and rocky a ravine, must be very op- 
pressive. The willow and poplar had already begun to 
^ow signs of vitality, the flower-buds being almost ready 
to expand ; the other trees seemed still quite inert. 

All over the hiUs of Rondu the juniper* is rather 
common, and seemingly quite at home both on the 

• This juniper has a very extended range in altitude, being common 
in the drier parts of the Himalaya at elevaticjns of 12-13,000 feet, and 
in some parts of Tibet, where it meets with a higher summer tempera- 
ture, even as high as 14-16,000 feet. It is the Junvperw exeeUa of 
Wallich, and, so far as the point can be decided by dried specimens, 
seems identical with specimens in the Hookerian Herbarium, collected 
in Karabagh and Sakitschiwan by Szowitz, and communicated to Sir 
W. J. Hooker by Tischer. The Taurian specimens of /. excelsa from 
Biebersteia are, however, a good deal different, add are perhaps only a 
form of f.'Saiina. 
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higlier ridges, and in the bottom of the- ravine close to^ 
the river. It forms generally a low bush, but occasion- 
ally I saw small trees, and once, in a level tract close to 
the river and near a village, a considerable tree perhaps 
forty feet high. The young plants had made considerable 
shoots, and were covered with longish acicular patent 
leaves, very different from the short adpressed scaly 
leaves of the adult plant. 

Rondu is remarkable for producing another Coniferous 
tree, indeed a true pine, namely, Pinus ewcelsa, which oc- 
curs in small groves in several places on the south side 
of the river, at elevations from eight to ten thousand 
feet above the sea. It was first observed opposite the 
village of Siri, but is more plentiftd above the lort of 
Rondu. One or two trees occur close to the river, and 
on the north side, so that I was enabled to get speci- 
mens and ascertain the species. The occurrence of this 
free must be considered to indicate a greater degree of 
humidity than exists in the upper parts of the Indus 
valley, so that Rondu is the place of transition between 
the Tibetan climate and that of the eastern Punjab, into 
which the Indus passes at its point of exit from the 
mountains. 

The mountains of Rondu contain much granite, which 
occurs in great mass at the bridge opposite the fort. In 
this place the granite occupies the lower part of the ra* 
vine, close to the river, while the higher parts of the 
mountains are composed of gneiss or clay-slate, some- 
times passing into sandstone, or of a highly crystalline 
magnesian rock. The granite consists chiefly of qiwrtz 
Mid mica, the former, as well as the felspar, white, the 

s • 
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mica black and highly ciystalline. The stratified rocks 
are always highly metamorphic, and are shattered and 
dislocated by the intrusion of the granite to a very great 
extent. 

Below Thaw^ and the fort of Rondu, the valley of 
the Indus continues extremely narrow and ditBcult, and 
ceases to be inhabited at the village and fortified post of 
Tok, at which place a few soldiers are stationed, to keep 
up the communication with Gilgit, and to give notice of 
any incmrsions from that side. Thence, as far as the 
mountain range which bounds the Gilgit valley on the 
east, the valley is said to be quite desert. The disturbed 
state of Gilgit had made me abandon my original in- 
tention of continuing my journey in that direction; I 
therefore made only one march to the westward of 
Thatwar, and found the ravine, along which the river 
flowed, so barren and uninteresting, that I did not 
consider it necessary to visit Tok, but retraced my 
steps towards Iskardo, which I reached on the 11th of 
March. 

T should have been glad to have had an opportunity 
of observing the nature of the vegetation of the valley of 
Rondu, but the season of the year was unfortunately not 
favourable for that purpose. The cultivated plants were 
not different from those of Iskardo, and much of the 
shrubby vegetation was the same as that common higher 
up the Indmi. An ash, of which the flowers were just 
expanded, but which was still quite leafless, appeared a no- 
velty ; but it was probably the same species which I had 
alreai«fy collected in Kunawar and Kti. The only sub- 
tropical plants of which I saw any twioes, were Linaria 
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ramortsstm, & slmibby Pleeiraidhm, now leaiess, bat 
which I guessed to be P. m^osus, and some withered 
stems of tall reedy grasses, species of Saccharum and 
Erianthus. In summer, no doubt, many more would 
have occurred, and a complete list of the plants of Ron- 
du would be of very great interest, as illustrative of the 
connection between the alpine flora of Ladak, which 
passes into that o^ Siberia, and the vegetation of the 
mountains of Affghanistan, the plants of which are in 
a great measure the same as those of Persia and Asia 
Minor. There is also a transition through this country, 
down the valley of the Indus, to a third flora, that of the 
hot dry plains of the Piinjab and of Sind, which extends 
with little variation along the littoral districts of Belu- 
ohistan and Persia, into Arabia and Egypt. 

On my return to Iskardo, I found the plain almost 
free from snow, a Uttle only remaining on banks facing 
the north. The mountains on the south side of the 
valley were, however, still snow-clad to the very base, 
and the fruit-trees had scarcely begun to show any signs 
of vegetation. Along the watercourses there was more 
appearance of spring; a little gentian and Hutchinsia 
were already in flower, and most of the spring plants 
had begun to grow rapidly. 

The return of spring set the whole population of the 
district to work in their flelda; and both in Rondu and 
in the neighbourhood of Iskardo, I had an opportunity 
of seeing the mode in which the processes of agricultme 
are carried on. As soon as the ground is clear of snow, 
the manure, which has been accumulated during the pre- 
ceding year* consisting of the contents of the cowhouse 

s 2 



260 AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS. [Jfofc//, 

and stable, mixed with every sort of refuse, is carried in 
small baskets to the fields, on which it is deposited in 
small heaps. It is then spread uniformly over the sur- 
face by hand. Occasionally the field has had a previous 
ploughing, but it is more usually just in the state in 
which it had been left after the harvesting of the pre- 
vious crop. 

After the manure has been spread, it is ploughed into 
the land. The plough is usually draum by a pair of 
bullocks, and is formed entirely of wood, the front part 
being blunted and hollow. The ploughshare, a sharp 
and hard piece of wood, is passed through the hollow, 
beyond which it projects several inches. This move- 
able piece of wood does the principal work, and is easily 
replaced when it has sustained injury. After the plough- 
ing, the seed is sown broadcast, and the field is then 
harrowed. The harrow is a frame- work of wood, weighted 
with stones, but without spikes ; or a heavy board, 
weighted; or occasionally only a thorny bush, with 
several large stones laid upon it. It is generally drawn 
by one man, who assists its action by breaking with his 
feet the clods which would _ otherwise be too bulky to 
be crushed by it. The harrowing is repeated till the 
soil is reduced to a sufficient fineness, an operation which 
is much facilitated by the dryness of the atmosphere. 
The field is then laid out into small square beds, for 
convenience of irrigation, and water is supplied to it at 
intervals throughout the summer. 

About the middle of March, an assembly of all the 
principal inhabitants of the district took place at tskar- 
do, on ^me occasion of ceremony or festivity, the nature 
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0? which I have forgotten. I was thus fortunate enough 
to be a witness of the national game of the Chaugan, 
which is derived from Persia, and has been described 
by Mr. Vigne as hockey on horseback, a definition so 
exact, as to render a further detail unnecessary. Large 
quadrangular enclosed meadows for this game may be 
seen in all the larger villages of Balti, often surrounded 
by rows of beautiful willow and poplar trees. 

About the same time, I was invited by the Thannadar 
of Iskardo to be present at a hunting party, which he 
had arranged for the capture of the chakor, or painted 
partridge, by surrounding a spot of ground, in which 
these birds are numerous, with a ring of men, who, ap- 
proaching from all directions, gradually form a dense 
circle of perhaps a hundred yards in diameter. When 
the partridges are disturbed by a horseman in this en- 
closure, they naturally fly towards the living wall by 
which they are surrounded. Loud shouts, and the beat- 
ing of drums and waving of caps and cloaks, turn them 
back, and they are driven from side to side, till at last, 
exhausted with fatigue, and stupid from the noise and 
confusion, they sink to the ground, and allow themselves 
to be caught by hand. The scene was a very striking 
one. The spot selected was a deep deU, full of rocks, 
but without trees. The sport, however, did not seem so 
successful as usual, six or eight birds only l)eing cap- 
tured. The chakor is an extremely common bird in all 
parts of the valley of the Indus, and indeed throughout 
Tibet. In winter, when the hills ai’e covered with snow, 
they are to be found in great numbers close to the river, 
even in the immediate neighbourhood of the villages; and 
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in general, when approached, they lie very close among 
the crevices of the stones. 

Before finally leaving Iskardo, I devoted three days 
to a visit to the valley of Shigar, which is watered by 
a very large tributary which joins the Indus opposite 
the rock of Iskardo. The terminal ridges of the moim- 
tain ranges on both sides of the Shigar river, advance 
close to the centre of the valley where the stream 
enters the Indus. The road to Shigar from Iskardo, 
therefore, presses low hills of dark schistose rocks, 
winding among dry valleys which are occupied by 
great masses of alluvium. A coarse sandstone, hori- 
zontally stratified, formed beds of fifty feet thick, alter- 
nating with and capped by beds of clay conglomerate 
containing niunerous angular fragments. The sandstone 
was very similar to that which I had previously seen on 
the top of the rock of Iskardo, and rested upon thinner 
strata of a bluish-grey indurated clay, quite non-fossi- 
liferous, and different in appearance from any deposit 
which I had seen in Tibet. These lacustrine strata 
occupied both sides of the valley along which the road 
lay. From the summit of the low range of hiUs, the 
road descended rapidly to the level of the cultivation of 
the Shigar plain. The Shigar river flows through a wide 
gravelly channel in many branches ; and low, grassy, 
and swampy tracts skht the stream. Fifty feet above 
these are the platforms of alluvium, which extend along 
the left bank of the river uninterruptedly for five or six 
miles, and vary in width from a quarter of a mile to a mile 
or more. They are almost entirely povered with arable 
land, formed into terraces whidi rise gradually one above 
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another, and a succession of small villages are scattered 
among the fields. Numerous little streams descend 
from the mountains, and irrigation canals ramify in 
every direction. Ploughing was the universal occupa- 
tion of the villagers ; and the yellow flowers of Tmdlago 
Farfara were everywhere seen expanding on the clayey 
banks of the rivulets. 

The fort of Shigar is close to the mountains on the east 
side of the valley, where a considerable stream makes 
its -exit from them. By this stream, Mr. Vigne ascended 
to a pass on the high range to the eastward, and de- 
scended upon the Shayuk at the village of Braghar. 
Wliere it terminates in the Shigar plain, this valley is 
for a few hundred yards very narrow ; but a httlc above 
its entrance it widens considerably, and the flanks of 
the mountains are covered with a great accumulation of 
the alluvial deposits, clinging to the face of the rocks 
on both sides, certainly as high as a thousand feet above 
the stream. The beds were sometimes, but rarely, stra- 
tified, and were very variable in appearance. Coarse 
conglomerates, at one time with angular boulders, at 
others, with rounded stones, alternated with coarse and 
fine sand and finely laminated clays. No fossils of any 
kind were observed. 

In summer, the discharge of the Shigar river, which 
descends from the snowy masses of the Muztagh or 
Kouen-lun, must be immense, as prodigious glaciers 
descend very low among the valleys of its difierent 
branches. Up one of the streams a practicable road 
exists towards Yarkand over an enormous glacier, I 
met with one or two people at Iskardo who had tra- 
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versed it j but it is now not at all frequented, being 
very unsafe, in consequenbe ,of the marauding propen- 
sities of the wild Mahommedan tribes who inhabited 
the Hunza valley. It was described to me as an ex- 
ceedingly difficult road, lying for several days over the 
surface of the glacier. 

On the Slst of March, I left Iskardo for the last time. 
It was expected that the pass between Dras and Kash- 
mir would be easily accessible by the time I should 
reach it. My road as far as Dras was the same as that 
along which I had twice travelled in December, and, 
except from the indications of returning spring, was 
much the same as it had then been. The crops of 
wheat and barley in the fields in the Iskardo plain 
were an inch or two high, the buds of the apricot were 
just beginning to swell, and the willows had almost 
expanded their flowers. 

At Gol and Nar, where the valley is narrow and the heat 
therefore more concentrated, the com was considerably 
further advanced, and in some of the apricot flowers the 
petals had begun to expand. Wild flowers had also 
begun to vegetate ; a violet was in flower on the banks 
of streamlets, as well as a Primula and an Atidrosace. 
Above Parkuta, again, the season was more backward. 
Large snow-banks, which had descended in avalanches, 
still remained in all the larger furrows on the moimtain- 
sides. The river had been discoloured since the day 
I left Iskardo, and on the 4th of April, the day I reached 
Kartash, it became very much so, and was said to be 
rising rapidly. 

On the 6th of April, I entered the Dras valley, and 
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encamped at Ulding Thung, where there were still a 
few patches of snow. On the 7th, I marched to Hardas, 
ten miles. Here, at about 9000 feet, spring had scarcely 
commenced. The firuit-trees showed no signs of vitality; 
and though the fields had been ploughed, the grain had 
not yet begun to vegetate. The valley of the Pras 
river begins to expand at the village of Bilergu, fom 
or five miles above Ulding. As soon as there is .enough 
of level space, beds of conglomerate, and more rarely 
of fine clay, appear along the river. Round the village 
of Bilergu, the poplars, willows, and apricots are as nu- 
merous as in the valley of the Indus ; but beyond it, 
the inclination of the valley is considerable, and at 
Hardas there were but few trees. Above Bilergu the 
quantity of snow increased considerably, and the con- 
trast between the sides of the valley was very striking : 
at Hardas, the shady slope was quite white, while that 
facing the south had only a few patches of snow. 

On the 8th of April, I marched to Karbu, eight 
miles. As I advanced, I found much more snow ; but 
the road was in general free, except in the ravines where 
snow-slips had descended. On the latter part of the 
day, these were universal in all the ravines, and were 
frequently of great depth, and so soft as to be difficult to 
cross: on the least deviation from the beaten path, I sank 
to the middle at every step. These avalanches were cut 
off abruptly by the river, forming cliffs of snow fifteen 
or twenty feet high, in which the structure and develop- 
ment of the mass by successive slips, alternating with 
falls of snow, could be distinctly made out. One or two 
of them still crossed the river, which flowed below the 



bridge of ice. Three miles below Karbu> the gru&ite, 
wMch had bpen the rock ever since entering Dras* was 
replaced by a peculiar slate, apparently magnesian, and 
p^haps hornblende slate, passing into or containing beds 
of a coarse sandstone. ' 

At KTarbu, where I was detained a day, the Thannadar 
not having expected me so soon, and my porters not 
being ready, the weather was very unsettled, and in the 
evening, and during the nights of the 8th and 9th of 
April, there was a good deal of rain, especially on the 
9th. The wind during the storm was very irregular in 
direction. The ground was still covered to the depth of 
more than a foot with snow. The morning of the 10th 
was gloomy, but as the day advanced the clouds broke, 
and, the afternoon was bright and beautiful, with a gentle 
air down the valley. 

On the 1 1th of April I reached the fort of Dras. Tor 
the last ten miles the snow lay continuously, and two or 
three feet deep, but there was always a clear path. The 
teui|)®Kif^® being much above the freezing-point, the 
thaw procfeded rapidly. A good deal of Prangos, which 
is evidcpily a common wild plant (as it is also in many 
parts of Kashmir), was seen ; the withered inflorescence 
projecting through the snow. I observed it also very 
abundantly in the hay, which is preserved in the villages, 
and seems to consist of all the plants of the meadows 
cut indiscriJuinately, and not of Pmngos alone, as I had 
erroneously imagined. 

My former journey having terminated at Dras, the road 
in advan(» was new to me ; but the whole country being 
still covered with snow, I could see little of the natme 
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of the surface. The fort of Dras is about 10,000 
feet above the sea: it is situated in an open, nearly 
level plain of some width, skirted by low hills. The 
higher mountains, which are several miles distant on 
both side#, are very steep. Several villages are scattered 
over the plain, at some distance from the fort, which 
stands alone, on the bank of a little stream, just before 
it joins the Dras river. Beyond Dras, the road to the 
pass havic^ scarcely been used, there was no beaten 
path. In the morning the snow was hard and firm, and 
even in the afternoon, notwithstanding the warmth of 
the midday sun, the foot did not sink more than three 
or four inches. The depth of snow increased rapidly as 
I advanced. Two miles above the fort the plain con- 
tracts into a narrow valley, and the channel of the river 
becomes very rocky; the stream is also very rapid, 
and the slope of its bed evidently considerable. The 
valley again expands around the village of Pain Dras. 
Immediately beyond this I crossed the river on a bridge 
of snow, at least forty feet thick, which covered the 
river for more than a hundred yards. This snow-bed, 
which was continuous with, the general level of the sur- 
face, was to all appearance quite solid. After a march 
of ten miles I encamped at Maten, the last village of 
Dras, a small group of stone huts half a mile from the 
river on its eastern bank, and immediately at the base 
of a very steep scarped mountain, which rises in preci- 
pices several thousand feet above the village. Maten I 
estimated, from the boiling-point of water, to be 10,700 
feet above the sea. 

, On the 13th of April I crossed the pass into Kashmir, 



starting, as the distance was saidl^ii|e considerable*, at 
about half-past two o’clocSc-in the The even- 

ing before had been dull, with irregplar sqhalls of wind, 
so that the weather did not promise very fivpurably. 
It was very dark and quite calm at two a.m., ‘and 
when I started it snowed slightly, but not enotj^h 
to induce me to stop, as I hoped it would cease 
with daylight. Unfortunately, on the contrary, it in- 
creased rapidly, and by fom o’clock was snowing heavily, 
and continued to do so till the afternoon. There was 
no wind, and the air was very mild, so that I suffered 
no inconvenience from cold. The surface of the snow, 
even in the morning, was a little soft, the cloudy night 
having prevented it from freezing. After four o’clock it 
snowed so heavily that the accmnulation of fresh snow 
soon amounted to several feet, and we sank above the 
knee at every step. There was scarcely any slope, the 
road appearing quite horizontal. Before daylight my 
guides managed to lose their way, and we wandered for 
more than half an hour puzzled by our own footsteps. 
The compass was of no use, as I did not know the direc- 
tion in which we ought to proceed, nor was it till after 
dawn that we recovered the road. 

After daylight there was no improvement in any re- 
spect, as the heavy snow completely obscured the view. 
The leaders of the party, however, seemed to recognize 
the outlines of the hills, as they held their course with- 
out hesitation. The valley was quite full of snow, which 
completely covered all irregularities of smface. The 
•river was often quite covered by the nmss of snow for 
distances of more than a furlong without interruption. 
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Our path often crossed it;' and, latterly, for several miles 
before gaining the crest of the pass, the stream was 
completely concealed. 

About noon the snow fell more lightly, and we could 
see around. The width of the valley was from half a 
mile to a mile, and steep mountains rose on both sides 
to a considerable height, the peaks being, I should think, 
at least 16,000 feet. Patches of willow and juniper 
were seen on the sides of the hills. Still the road was 
to appearance quite level. The valley made several 
bends, and we turned finally to the right, before gain- 
ing the crest of the pass, to which there was a barely 
perceptible rise. 

The descent was at first gradual, but soon became 
very steep, down a bank of snow, which filled the 
whole of a narrow ravine. The rocky walls on either 
side were at first bare, but soon became sprinkled with 
birch and pine. For two thousand feet below the sum- 
mit of the pass the descent was uninterrupted, till I 
reached the banks of the Sind river, which flows through 
the northernmost valley of Kashmir, and is separated 
from the main valley by a lofty range of mountains. 
Here, on a level space separated by a little stream from 
pine-forest, I found a log-hut buried up to the roof in 
snow, which was heaped up round the building, pro- 
bably from having been thrown off the roof. The 
snow at Baltal — ^for so this first halting-place on the 
Kaabmir side of the Zoji pass is called — was not deep, 
probably little more than what had fallen during the day. 

My whole party took possession of the log-hut ; but 
not liking the smoke which, in an instant, filled it, so 
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that there wm no seeing am>ss its width, I had a space 
cleared for my tent. It rained smartly in the evening, 
but soon after dark it again began to snow, and long 
before morning 1 was awoke by the cracking of the 
ridge-pole of my tent, which had given way under the 
pressure of a foot and a half of snow. Had it fallen at 
once I should probably have been buried till morning, as 
I was too distant to make myself heard, and had to rise 
to summon assistance, to move my bed into the log-hut. 

All day on the 14th it snowed unceasingly, and my 
people would not continue the journey ; but on the 15th 
it was fair, and I gladly made a move, as the log-hut of 
Baltal was a most uncomfortable resting-place. The 
road lay along the Sind river, which ran to the south- 
west, through a deep but rather open valley, only par- 
tially wooded. The forest consists partly of pines, 
partly of deciduous-leaved trees. Of these I could re- 
cognize birch, poplar, and willow, which formed the 
mass of the woods, but there were no doubt many others. 
The pines were principally Pinm excelsa ; silver fir and 
spruce also occurred, but I saw no deodar nor Gerard’s 
pine. The trees! grew in well defined masses of forest, 
separated by much open ground, in the level plain which 
skirted l^e river on the south side of the valley ; on this 
side th^ also rose high on the mountains, but the slopes 
on t^ nor& side were bare. 

StSven 0 ^' eight miles jfrom Baltal, I found an uninha- 
bited ho\:^, at a place called Sonamarg*, where a bridge 
crosses the Sind river. Snow had been continuous all 

* ta Mooicroffa tune; this plue Wds a awmll Tillige. 



BONAMAAO. 


271 


1848.] 

the way, diminishing in depth as we descended the river. 
A mile or two before reaching Sonamarg, the stream ap- 
proaches close to the mountains on the north side of the 
valley, barely leaving a passage for the road, which for 
some distance skirted the base of steep cliffs. In one of 
the ravines which here furrowed the mountain slopes, 

I had an epportunity of seeing the descent of an ava- 
lanche. While crossing the ravine I was warned by 
the sound that a snow-slip was approaching, but had 
abundance of time to retreat to a place of safety before 
it carac near. When the avalanche came into sight, the 
ravine, which was narrow and deep, was completely fiUed 
by balls of snow of various dimensions, which continued 
to fl6w past for several minutes. The snow-slip termi- 
nated in the river, which was speedily blocked up for 
two-thirds of its width with an immense accumulation 
of snow. 

At Sonamarg the Sind river bends abruptly towards 
the south, and enters a rocky gorge, down which its 
stream advances with great rapidity, over a steeply in- 
clined bed, very rocky and much interrupted by rapids. 
Leaving Sonamarg on the morning of the 16th of April, 
I crossed the river, and after a mile and a half of level 
ground bare of trees, still covered with snow% I entered 
a thin forest of pine and silver fir, which continued to 
the entrance of the gorge. The silver fir {Picea Web- 
biaita) was a fine straight tree, with short horizontal 
or drooping branches, and its leaves were very variable 
in length. 

When I had fairly entered the narrow gorge of the 
liver, I found that it was in many places still blocked up' 
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with snow, which had deseeded in avalanches down the 
narrow ravines, and had accumulated in the bed of the 
stream. We crossed the river three times on snow-beds. 
From the rapidity of the descent, however, the climate 
changed rapidly. After four or five miles there was no 
snow, except in ravines, where it had accumulated in ava- 
lanches, and at last even these had almost entirely melted 
away. Still snow lay in patches on the right bank of 
the river, in the village of Gagangir, at which I halted 
for the day ; and on the left bank, which faced the north, 
and was therefore in shade, snow still covered the whole 
surface down to the bank of the river. 

At the village of Gagangir the Sind river resumes its 
south-westerly direction, and its valley becoteies more 
open, and the descent of its bed less abrupt. The ele- 
vation of the village is about 7900 feet above the level 
of the sea, so that the descent from Sonamarg is pro- 
bably not less than a thousand feet in a distance of nine 
miles — ^a very considerable fall. On the latter part of 
the day’s journey, a very considerable change was ob- 
servable in the aspect of the vegetation. Birch and willow 
continued common throi^hout, but were mixed lattm’ly 
with many other trees and shrubs, all of which were be- 
ginning to show symptoms of vitality. The hazel [Coryhm 
lacera) and a species of Viburmm were in full flower, both 
still devoid of leaves; a few herbaceous plants were also in 
flower in open places, the most abundant of which were 
a species cf remarkable for its bright orange- 

coloured flowers, and a pretty 4ittle rose-purple Corydetligi 
very closely allied to, if not the same as, a specie of 
eastern Europe. Still the genend aspect of the country 
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was very wintry, as there were few pines, and the forest 
was therefore quite bare of leaves, while the signs of 
progress, though evident on a near inspection, did not 
attract attention in the general view. 

At Gagangir, which is the first village of Kashmir by 
the route along which I was travelling, I was enabled to 
relieve my Dras porters, who had accompanied me so far. 
The discharge and payment of these men occupied me a 
great part of the 17th of April ; and as the day was rainy 
I did not leave Gagangir till the 18th, when I marched 
to Gond, seven miles. The road still followed the course 
of the Sind river, which I crossed twice during the day. 
The width of the valley was considerable all along, 
with muchife,rable land, and a good many villages in 
ruins on both sides. The mountains on the right hand 
were uniformly bare of trees, and often rocky ; on the 
left they were well wooded to the summit, the forest 
being most dense above. Early in the day several of 
the ravines were still fall of snow ; and on the shady 
side a good deal lay in patches. Further on, the 
snow in the valley had quite disappeared, but on the 
mountain slopes there was still plenty. As I advanced 
the cultivated land increased in extent, and the appear- 
ance of the valley became exceedingly picturesque, the 
centre being occupied by a broad belt of fields and 
orchards, while the hills on both sides rose abruptly to 
a great elevation. The finiit-trees were principally wal- 
nuts, apples, and apricots. Groves of poplar occurred 
occasionally along the river, but I saw no birch during 
the day. Many more spring plants were in flower thaii 
on the previous day; Cnm-fera were the prevailing 

T 
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family, but I also collected species of Nepda and Gagea, 
and a pretty little tulip. On the latter part of the 
march, a small shrubby species of Amygdctlm was very 
abundant; and FothergUla imolucrata of Falconer, a 
plant of the natural order Hamamelideee, which was just 
bursting into flower, formed a dense coppice on the hills 
on the north bank of the river. Though the greater 
part of the plants was new to me, still I recognized a 
number of species which occur in the valley of the Indus. 
Juniperus excelsa was common in rocky places, and the 
Bibes and rose were the same as those common at Is- 
kardo. 

On the 19th, the road still followed the course of the 
Sind river, now a rapid torrent, much swollen by the 
heavy rms, flowing through an open valley. A good 
deal of level ground was interposed between the moun- 
tains and the stream, and was laid out in terraced fields 
evidently adapted for rice cultivation, but now quite bare. 
1 met with many very interesting plants, Tusdlago 
Farfara was abundant, growing in gravelly places along 
the river. In shady woods a species of Ilepatica, with 
a small white flower, first discovered by Dr. Falconer, 
was common. In more sunny places a Primula and 
Andromce were in full flower. On open sandy soil a 
species of the curious Siberian genus Ceratocephalm was 
a very striking novelty. On the higher hills there was 
still dense forest of Pinm excelsa, spruce, silver fir, and 
deodar, mixed with yew and Juniperus excelsa, and with 
many deciduous-leaved trees, few of which were recog- 
nizable. After travelling twelve miles I encamped at 
Gangan, which is elevated about 6000 feet. 



1848.] 


SINt) VALLKT. 


275 


Next day I remained stationary; but on the 21st I 
continued my journey to Ganderbal, nine miles further 
and close to the point where the Sind valley expands 
into the open plain of Kashmir. As I advanced, the 
valley gradually widened, and turned more to the south. 
There were several platforms, or steppes, as it were, of 
nearly level arable land, one above another, and below 
them the river flowed through a wide stony plain. 
The mountains on the right, high and snow-topped, re- 
ceded to a considerable distance ; those on the left gra- 
dually diminished in elevation, became less covered with 
forest, and at last terminated -in low ranges of hills 
covered only with brush-wood. The road was extremely 
pretty. At first it lay along the right bank of the river, 
tlirough fine underwood, and among beautiful meadows, 
whieh skirted the bank of the stream; it then crossed 
to the left bank, and, ascending the lower hills, entered 
, a fine wood, in which apricot, pear, and cherry trees, all 
bursting into flower, were common, and to all appearance 
wild, though they had probably spread into these woods 
from the neighbouring villages. Latterly we emerged 
upon a somewhat elevated platform sloping to the south, 
covered with bushes and many fruit-trees, with here and 
there a village, and a great deal of cultivated ground. 
Where the Sind valley joined the plain of Kashmir, it 
was several miles in width, and evidently richly culti- 
vated. The expanse of the plain of Kashmir was much 
greater than I had anticipated ; the mountains on its 
south side, which were still covered with snow, were 
in sight, but at a considerable distance. 

Above Gond the valley of the Sind river is very poorly 

T 2 
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inhabited, and deserted villages and abandoned cultiva- 
tion showed that the population is diminishing. The 
lower part of the valley, however, is very populous. 
The villages are numerous and large, and the houses 
good; they are usually built entirely or partially of 
wood, with high sloping roofs, which are either thatched 
or covered with wood. The cultivated lands all rest 
upon platforms or banks of alluvium, which are probably 
analogous to those of the Tibetan valleys, though, as they 
are generally faced by sloping banks covered with bush- 
jungle, their structure is not so easily determined as that 
of the platforms of that more barren country. 

On the morning of the 22nd of April, after following 
the base of the low hills for half a mile, till the last pro- 
jecting point had been rounded, I entered the valley of 
Kashmir. This “ celebrated valley” did not at all come 
up to the expectations which I had formed from previous 
descriptions, and from the appearance of the tennination 
of the vaUey of the Sind river. Tlie first impression was 
one of considerable disappointment. It was by no means 
well wooded, and the centre of the valley along the river, 
being very low, had an unpleasant swampy appearance. 
The road to the town, which is about ten miles from Gau- 
derbal, led over an elevated platfonn'; There were several 
villages, and plane, willow, and fruit-trees were scattered 
here and there, though far from abundantly. The plat- 
form was in general covered with a carpet of green, now 
spangled with myriads of dandelions and other spring 
flowers. The mountains on the left, which at first were 
very low, gradually rose in elevation, and were through- 
out rugged and bare. As I approached the town I 
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mounted an elephant, which formed a part of the cwtege 
sent, according to the usual oriental etiquette, to receive 
an expected visitor ; and I consequently saw the town 
to much better advantage than I should have done had 
I ridden through it on my little Ladak pony. Passing 
completely through the city, I was conducted to the 
Sheikh Bagh, a garden on the banks of the Jelam, at 
its eastern extremity, in a pavilion in the centre of which 
I took up my quarters. 

The town of Kashmir is apparently of great extent, 
and seems very densely populated. Its lengths is much 
greater than its width, as it is hemmed in between the 
Jelam on the south and a lake on the north. The prin- 
cipal part of the town is on the north side of the Jelam, 
but a large suburb occupies the opposite bank, surround- 
ing the Sher-Garhi, or fortified palace of the ruler of the 
country. The streets are in general so narrow, that there 
are but few through which an elepliant can pass ; and the 
houses, which have mostly several stories, are built with 
a wooden frame-work, the lower story of stone and those 
above of brick. There are no buildings of any great 
note ; and the elaborate account of Moorcroft renders it 
unnecessary to enter into any detail. The river is crossed 
by many bridges, all built of deodar-wood. 

The province or country of Kashmir consists of an ex- 
tensive plain, surrounded on all sides by lofty mountains. 
It is the valley of the river Behat, or Jelam, which is se- 
parated from that of the Chenab on the south, by rugged 
hud often snowy ranges, and from the basin of the Indus 
on the north, by the main axis of the Western Himalaya, 
which, originating m the peaks of Kailas, separates the 
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basins of the Sutlej and the Chenab from that of the In- 
dus. The mountains which surround the plain of Kash- 
mir are very lofty. Those on the north are for the most 
part bare and rugged on their southern face, while those 
which lie to the south appear from the plain to be mag- 
nificently wooded with forests of pines and deciduous- 
leaved trees, descending almost to their base. On both 
sides of the valley the mountains rise above the level of 
perpetual snow, but those on the north side arc consider- 
ably more lofty than the others. Numerous transverse 
valleys penetrate into these mountains, which are well 
cultivated in their lower parts, and, higher up, present 
superb mountain sceneiy. On the south side of the 
valley, many passes, vaiying in elevation from 10,000 to 
14,000 feet, lead across the main chain to the Chenab 
valley and the plains of India. To the north there arc 
only two frequented routes, that by the Garys pass to- 
wai’ds Hasora and Deotsu, and that by the valley of the 
Sind river towards Dras. At the eastern end of the 
valley a high pass leads across the mountains to the 
valley of Wardwan, from which travellers can reach 
Kargil and the Indus on the left, and Kishtwar in the 
valley of the Chenab on the right. 

The flat country or alluvial plain of Kashmir, which is 
5300 feet above the sea, is about fifty miles in length, 
and not more than ten or twelve miles wide. It com- 
mences close to Islamabad, where the last spurs of 
the mountains at the east end of the valley disappear ; 
and terminates at Baramula, where the ranges, branches 
of the opposite mountain chains, again advance close to 
the bank of the river. It is traversed m its whole length 
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by the river Jelam, which rises at the east end of the 
valley, and winds from one side of the plain to the other, 
at one time washing the base of the northern hills, 
at another receding to a considerable distance from 
them. The Jelam flows with a tranquil stream, and, 
being navigable throughout the whole of the level 
country as fer up as Islamabad, for boats of consider- 
able burden, is the great highway for the traffic of the 
country, in which, notwithstanding its being perfectly 
level, wheel-carriages are unknown. At Islamabad it is 
a Very small stream, but it gradually enlarges, by addi- 
tions from both sides, as it descends. Near the town 
of Kashmir it is from fifty to a hundred yards wide, often 
very deep, and in few places fordable, even at the driest 
season. 

The plain of Kashmir has evidently at one time been 
the bed of a lake, a deposit of fine clayey and sandy 
strata, more rarely partially indurated into a soft sand- 
stone rock, occupying a great part of the surface. Soft 
pebbly conglomerate is also occasionally met with, and an 
indurated conglomerate, containing water-worn pebbles, 
occurs in many places in the lower course of the Sind 
river. This lacustrine formation forms elevated plat- 
forms, which are from fifty to one hundred and fifty feet 
or more above the level of the river. In many places, 
both on the Jelam and along the lateral streams W’hich 
descend from the mountains to join it, the beds of clay 
have been removed by aqueous action. In such places 
the plain has a lower level, often very little above the 
surface of the river, and is covered with rice-fields or 
with marshy lands, undrained and not under cultivation. 
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The platforms of lacustrine clay are called, in Kasli- 
inir, “ karewah.” They are often quite dry, and gene- 
rally uncultivated, but where water is procurable they 
are highly cultivated, yielding luxuriant crops of wheat 
and barley. A proper appUcation of artificial irrigation 
would, I believe, make the whole of these more elevated 
parts of the plain fertile, as the soil is everywhere well 
adapted for the growth of com. These karewahs gene- 
rally run parallel to the lateral streams which join the 
Jelam, and extend from the base of the mountains till 
they are cut off by the river. There arc, however, in 
the upper part of the valley, several isolated patches, all 
horizontally stratified, from which I infer that they had 
originally been continuous. One of these, near Bijbe- 
ara’, forms a table-topped hill of considerable extent, sur- 
romided on all sides by low laud. Several low hills 
near Islamabad, also, are evidently outlying patches of 
the same formation. The sands and sandy clays of 
these platforms are usually quite non-fossiliferous ; but I 
determined the lacustrine nature of the strata by find- 
ing, on the flanks of Takht-i-Suleiman, a hill near the 
town of Kashmir, and close to the city lake, but at least 
thirty feet above its level, a bed of clay, which con- 
tained, abundantly, shells of the genera Lymnma and 
Paludina. 

The main chain of the Himalaya, north of Kashmir, 
consists, where I crossed it, by the Zoji pass north of 
Baltal, of metamorphie schist; and all its branches, 
which descend towards the , plain of Kashmir, seem 
to be formed of the same rock. Along the north side 
of the vaUcy, however, a series of Jiiills of trap rise, 
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almost isolated, out of the plain. Ahathung, near the 
Wulur lake, is, I believe, the most westerly of these, 
but I did. not visit it, and only infer its structure from 
its conical shape and from its similarity in appearance 
to those further east. Near the town of Kashmir 
there are two of these isolated hills, composed of an 
amygdaloidal trap; these are Hari-Parbat, which is 
fortified, and Takht-i-Suleiman, wliich rises about eight 
hundred feet above the plain. The former lies to the 
north-west, and the latter on the north-east side of the 
town. 

The lake or Dal of Kashmir lies to the north of the 
town, stretching from the base of these two hill,« to the 
mOre lofty mountain range which bounds the valley on 
the north. It is nearly circular and four or five miles 
in diameter, but is only open in its northern half, the end 
nearest the town being occupied by large islands, with 
narrow channels between them, in some of which there 
is a good deal of current. Its waters are discharged 
into the Jelam by a considerable stream, which, flowing 
from its south-east corner, runs to the westward in a 
coiuse nearly parallel to the southern margin of the lake 
for nearly a mile, when it turns abruptly south to enter 
the Jelam in the middle of the town of Kaslunir. This 
stream is evidently an artificial canal, and the embank- 
ment by which it is separated from the lake appears to 
have been constructed in order to keep the surface of the 
latter higher than it would naturally be. The stream 
at its point of exit from the lake flows through a narrow 
canal of masonry, and has, when the Jelam is low, a fall 
of several feet. ^ A pair of flood-gates prevent the return 
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of the stream in times of flood, when the waters of the 
river arc higher than those of the lake. 

The Wulur lake, below the junction of the Sind river 
with the Jelam, appears to be similar in appearance to 
that close to the town, and, like it, to owe its extent in 
part to artificial means. Its dimensions are, however, 
much greater. There are several large marshy tracts in 
different parts of the plain, which, by a little engineering, 
might also be converted into lakes : one in parficular, 
near Avantipura, is quite under water in spring, though 
in summer and autumn it is only a sivamp. 

The climate of Kashmir is the same as that of the 
interior valleys of the Himalaya, but modified by its 
extreme western position, which brings it within the in- 
fluence of the spring rains which prevail in Affghanistan 
and the countries on the lower mountain course of the 
Indus. There are at least four months of winter ; and 
in general a good deal of snow falls. March and April 
are very rainy; the summer months mostly dry and fine. 
The periodical rains of India cannot be said to extend 
into Kashmir; but in July and August showers and 
thunder-storms are said to be frequent. The spring 
and autumn are unhealthy seasons. In the former, the 
cold rainy weather affects those who have already suffered 
from the malaria produced by the action of a powerful 
sun on neglected swamps. The abandonment of culti- 
vation, in consequence of the long oppression of the 
country under a foreign government, has been the cause 
of the increase of marshy ground. The river in seasons 
of flood rises higher than the level of the lowest portion 
of the alluvial land, and is only excluded (as in Holland) 
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by means of artificial works along the course of the river, 
Hy the omission to repair these bunds, or dykes, a large 
extent of country which might be under cultivation is 
left in a state of swamp. 

There is no natural forest on any part of the open 
plain of Kashmir, and the cultivated trees are not nu- 
merous j the plane, poplar, and willow are all- common, 
with numerous fruit-trees, chiefly walnuts, apples, apri- 
cots, cherries, and quinces. A mulberry is also com- 
mon, the dried specimens of which are in no way dis- 
tinguishable fr'om those of the common white midberry 
of Europe, with which I have compared it. The 
vines are trained up the poplar-trees, rising to their 
very tops, and hanging down from their summits. A 
species of Celtis, which is commonly planted around the 
town, is, I think, the most tropical of all the Kashmirian 
trees, being common in the warmer valleys of the outer 
Himalayas ; it is, however, I think, Cellis australis, L., 
a species which is a native of western Asia and eastern 
Europe, and appears to find its eastern limit in the 
Himalaya. 

At the time of my arrival in Kashmir, the fruit-trees 
were in full blossom ; the wild vegetation had, how- 
ever, made very little progress, only the earliest plaids 
being in flower. The spring flora was eminently Euro- 
pean in character; not only the genera, but many , of 
the species, being identical with those of our own island. 
Crucifer <B were the most abundant natm-al order ; and, 
among many others, I collected Braba verna, CapseUa, 
Erysimum, Alliaria, Turritis glabra, and European species 
of Le^idium, TUasgji, Alysmw, and Sisymbrium. Other 
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common forms were I^copm arvensis, Lithospemum 
arvense, Myosotis coUim, Scandix Pecten, Banunculm 
Philonotis, Anayallis arvends, Euphorbia Ilelioscopia, 
and several species of Veronica. None of the annual 
plants were Indian forms, though a few of them were 
such as occur commonly in the plains in the cold season. 
The shrubby vegetation was very limited : a Juniper (/. 
communis), a Cotoneaster, Bubus, Bosa JVebbiana, Zizy- 
phus, Elmgnus, Daphne, and two species of Berberis, 
were the most common. A few straggling trees of Finns 
excelsa, which grew on the northern face of the low hill 
called Solomon’s Throne, were the only pines which I 
saw in any part of the open valley. 
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Environs of Kashmir — City lake — Gardens of Shalimar and Dilawesr 
Khan — Pampur — Avantipura — Platforms of lacustrine clay — 
Mountain of Wastervvan — Ancient city — Clay, with shells and 
fragments of pottery — Ancient temple imbedded in clay — Lakes 
caused by subsidence — Islamabad — Shahabad — Vegetation — Vernag 
— Eanahal Pass — Valley of Banahal — Tropical vegetation — Pass 
above Cheuab Valley — Nasmon — Jhula, or Swing-bridge — Balota 
— Ladhe kc Dhar — Katti — Fort of Landar — Mir — Kirmichi — Ter- 
tiary sandstones — Dhuiis — Seda — Jamu. 

During my stay in Kashmir, besides the neeessary cere- 
monial of complimentary visits, my chief occupation was 
visiting the principal places in the vicinity. From ifty 
residence in the Sheikh Bagh I had easy access to the 
river, as well as to the canal by which it comiuimi- 
cates with the lake. A broad road, three-quarters of a 
mile in length, shaded on both sides by very fine 
poplar-trees, runs from the eastern end of the tov;n, 
parallel to this canal, as far as the hill called the Takht, 
at the foot of which is situated the passage by which the 
lake discharges its waters into the canal. The weather 
was very favomrable, the spring jains having terminated 
a day or two before my arrival. The Kashmiris are 
accomplished boatmen, a great part of the population 
living upon the water j and as most of the conspi- 
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cuous objects around the town are only accessible by 
water, I gave pretty constant employment to a boat’s 
crew whom I hired during my stay. 

My first visit was to the lake, and to the celebrated 
gardens on its northern shore, which were the delight 
of the emperors who made Kashmir their retreat from 
the heat and cares of Delhi and Lahore. The southern 
part of the lake is very shallow, and I sailed along 
narrow channels, which separated large patches of tall 
reeds, among which a very narrow-leaved Typlta and 
an Arundo were the commonest plants. Three or four 
species of Potamogeton were abundant in the lake, 
just coming into flower, but most of the water-plants 
were only beginning to vegetate. I saw three or four 
flowers of a water-lily {NytnpheBa alba)y and could just 
recognize Villarsia nympkeeoides, Menyanthes trifoKata, 
and Trapa, all of which had been recorded by previous 
travellers as natives of Kashmir. I looked anxiously 
fol Nelmibium, but saw no signs of it, except the 
withered capsules of the previous year, many of which 
I observed floating on the lake. 

The gardens of Shalimar and of Dilawer Khan rise in 
a succession of terraces from the margin of the lake. 
They are laid out in a stiff formal style, straight walks 
crossing one another at right angles, and are irrigated 
by means of straight water-courses, branching from a 
long canal which passes down the centre, through a suc- 
cession of ponds well built in masomy, and provided 
with artificial fountains, which are made to play on 
festivals and holidays. Pavilions of fine marble occupy 
the intersections of the principal walks. Magnificent 
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plane-trees form the chief ornament of these gardens, 
which are now much neglected ; straggling bushes and 
a wilderness of weeds occupying all the less conspicuous 
parts, while the main avenues alone are kept a little 
neat. 

Although the chief beauty of the valley of Kashmir 
is undoubtedly the magnificent girdle of snowy moun- 
tains by which it is surrounded, the orchards and gar- 
dens, which are still numerous in the neighbourhood of 
the capital, are charming spots, and the more so from 
the contrast which they present with the barrenness of 
the surrounding country, and the absolute ugliness of the 
swamps in the centre of the valley. Nor should it be 
forgotten, when we compare the accoimts given by early 
travellers with the impressions made upon us by the 
present appearance of the valley, that Kashmir is no 
longer in the same state as it was in the days of the 
emperors ; a long continuance of misrule, under a succes- 
sion of governors, whose only interest it has been to ex- 
tract as much revenue as possible from the unfortunate 
inhabitants, having produced the only conceivable result, 
in abandoned cultivation, a diminished revenue, and an 
impoverished people. 

On the 2nd of May I left the town of Kashmir, taking 
the route by the Banahal pass, towards Jamu and the 
plains of India. As my road lay for several days’ jour- 
ney along the course of the Jelam (or Behat, as it is 
always called in Kaslimir), I engaged boats for the trans- 
port of my servants and baggage as far as Islamabad, 
travelling myself, however, generally by land and on 
foot, in order to see the country. My first halting-place 
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was Pampur, seven miles from the town of Kashmir, 
After traversing the magnificent avenue of poplars, which 
*nms north-west from the town, the road winds round 
the base of the Takht, the eastern, face of which is only 
separated from the Jelam by a low swampy tract, a few 
hundred yards in breadth. East of the Takht a succes- 
sion of rugged trap hills skirt the road, but beyond 
these the more distant mountains are evidently stratified. 
The road was grassy and quite level, and passed through 
much cultivation, the young wheat and barley being 
dripping with a heavy dew which had fallen during the 
night. A scarlet poppy ax^^Adonia were com&ion weeds 
among the com. *■ 

Next day I travelled to Avantipura, seven miles further. 
The lacustrine formations, which had made their appear- 
ance on the bank of the river a little west of Pampur, 
continued to occur more or less constantly as we pro- 
ceeded eastward, and the road traversed for some miles, 
an elevated plain, quite bare of trees, and only partially 
cultivated, while the remainder was covered with grass. 
The surface of this plain was eroded by wide transverse 
valleys, formed by little streams which ran towards the 
Jelam: these were fiat, and well cultivated, some of 
the wheat being already in ear. On the highest parts 
of the platform the cultivation of saffron is carried on, 
in beds four or five feet square, separated by deep ditches 
or farrows from one another. The plant, which flowers 
in autumn, was now in full leaf. 

Behind Avantipura lies a high mountain, called Was- 
terwan, rising to a height of 10,000 feet above the sea 
by the determination of Jacquemont, or 4700 feet above 
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the plain. It projects forward in an almost isolated 
manner, though it is connected by a narrow ridge be- 
hind with the general mass of the range on the north 
side of the valley. On the 4th of May I ascended to 
the summit of this mountain, which I found to be en- 
tirely formed of trap, partly homogeneous, and partly 
amygdaloidal. Several gigantic UnthelUferai, already in 
full flower, were abundant in the lower parts of the open 
valley by, which I ascended. One of these was Pranyon 
pabularia, which formed dense thickets foiu’ or five feet 
liigh. From this open valley I got upon a sharp ridge, 
grassy below but very rocky above, along which I pro- 
ceeded almost to the top ; but being stopped by a prc- 
<‘ipice, I was obliged to enter a narrow rocky "avine, 
by ascending which I managed to gain the summit, 
which was grassy and rounded, and covered with a few 
patches of snow. On the northern face of the hill snow 
still lay in great quantity. Tlie view from the top was 
very fine, the day being in every respect favourable : the 
greater part of the valley of Kashmir was seen spread 
out for below, and a complete circle of snowy mountains 
bounded the horizon. The mountains to the north were 
seen to be distinctly stratified. 

The commonest plants on the ascent were a beautiful 
rose-coloured Oxytropis, and a tulip {T. stcUata), the 
flowers of which, when fully expanded, spread out like 
a star. A few trees of Pinus exedsa were seen on the 
upper part of the ridge ; and in a hollow close to the top 
there were about a dozen yew-trees. On the summit, 
though the vegetation was' not generally alpine, most 
of the plants of the middle zone extending to the very 
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top, there were many pretty .little spring flowers, which 
did not extend for down. A Primula, Pedicularis, Gen- 
liana, Leontopodium, Corydalis, and Callianthemum, were 
all in flower. On the northern slope of the mountain, a 
wood of deciduous trees, still bare of leaves, commenced 
a few yards below the summit. At first the trees were 
all birch, but lower down a cherry and maple were mixed 
with it ; the former with young leaves, and just-formed 
racemes ; the latter only recognizable by the last year’s 
leaves, which strewed the ground. A few horse-chesnut 
^rees were also seen near the top. 

The neighbourhood of the village of Avantipura is one 
of the most interesting places in which the lacustrine 
strata of the Kashmir valley can be studied, as there is 
distinct evidence of the existence in that place of depo- 
sits much more recent than those which extend over the 
whole plain, and which were therefore formed when the 
valley was occupied by a large lake. Avantipura was 
formerly the site of a very large town, the capital, 1 
.believe, of the kingdom ; built in the shape of an amphi- 
theatre in a deep semicircular bay, enclosed by two low 
spurs, which project from the mountain Wasterwan, which 
rises immediately behind. 

The ruins of the ancient town are still visible, 
consisting of heaps of stones, some of immense size, 
indicative of large buildings, but none of them show- 
ing the slightest traces by which the shape or stracturc 
of the edifices could be determined. These ruins extend 
aU round the deep recess in the mountains, and termi- 
nate below quite abruptly, without any apjiarent cause, 
in*a perfectly horizontal line along the mountain-side. 
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The mountain behind is an isolated peak, furrowed by 
numerous ravines, which are dry except immediately after 
rain. The place w'ould therefore appear singularly in- 
appropriate as the site of a large city, were there not, 
I think, sufficient evidence that a lake existed in front 
of the town, the surface of which was on a level with 
the horizontal line by which the ruins arc abruptly 
terminated. 

The ruins of the ancient city stand upon the lacus- 
trine clay of the Ksishinir plain, and are therefore pos- 
terior in age to the period when the valley was occupied 
by one large lake. Immediately in front of the ancient 
ruins, between them and the small modern village ol“ 
Avantipiua, which is situated on the banks of the Jelam, 
there occur beds of fine brown-colom’cd clay, containing 
in great quantity fragments of pottery, with here and 
there small pieces of charcoal and bone. In one place 
on the bank of a small ravine, M'liieh then probably 
carried a streamlet into the lake, 1 found the clay 
to contain, mixed with the broken pottery, numerous 
shells, some fresh-water and some land species, and all 
the same as arc common at the present day in the river 
Jelam, or on the grassy hill-sides in the valley. TIh^ 
place where these shells occur is fifty or sixty feet above.' 
the river. 

The appearance of this evidently very modern deposit 
is exactly that which would no doubt be exhibited, were 
the present lake close to the city of Kashmir dried up, 
and a section of its bed exposed. This lake contains 
abundance of shells, and in the neighbourhood of the 
town it is made the receptacle of refuse of every kind, 
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broken pottery being particularly plentiful. In shallow 
plaws in the river, close to the town of Bijbehara, a simi- 
lar deposit is accumulating, valves of a Cyrma being 
found to some depth in the fine mud, mixed with broken 
pots, charcoal, bones, and other refuse. 

The most remarkable fact connected with this very 
recent lacustrine deposit is, that the ruins of an ancient 
temple exist on the plain above the Jelam, a little west 
of the modern village, partially buried in the clay. The 
upper parts of two temples, resembling in all respects 
the ruins on the elevated platform at Martand, near Is- 
lamabad, stand on the open plain, not far from the river, 
but perhaps twenty feet above its level, and certainly far 
below the level to which the clay containing pottery rises 
on the hill-sides. One of the temples is quite in ruins, 
the immense blocks of which it is built being piled con- 
fusedly on one another. The beautiful colonnade (exactly 
like that at Martand) by which it is surrounded, is evi- 
dently quite uninjui'ed in any way ; but it is entirely 
buried under the lacustrine clay, except a very small 
portion, consisting of three pillars, which were exposed 
by Major Cunningham in 1847. These three pillars 
may be seen in a cavity under the level of the present 
surface of the ground, and the clay in which they were 
imbedded contains fragments of pottery in profusion. 

If these temples (the date of which I believe is ap- 
proximately known to antiquarians) were contempo- 
raneous with the ancient town, they must have been 
buried in the lacustrine silt at some period not very 
long subsequent to their erection, if I am right in sup- 
posing a lake to have existed at the same time vrith the 
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town. Probably, therefore, they are anterior in age to 
the town, as they arc imbedded in such masses of 
pottery as could only have been accumulated in the 
neighbourhood of a very dense population. Their pre- 
sent appearance, I think, helps to explain the nature 
and origin of the many lakes or marshy depressi(ins 
which occur in all parts of the valley. It appears 
evident that at Avantipura, at some period subse- 
(pent to the building of the temples, a subsidence of 
the ground must have taken place during one of the 
many eartlwjuakes which are well known to have con- 
vulsed the Kashmir valley. This subsidence, which 
must have been partial, and not co-extensive with the 
valley, converted the ground on which the temples stood 
into a lake. A fresh subsidence, or the gradual weaiing 
away of the incoherent clay strata lower down the river, 
must at last have drained the little lake, and left the 
country round Avantipura in the state in which we now 
see it. Even now a marsh partly under water during the 
spring months extends from Avantipmai for several miles 
up the river. 

The occurrence of repeated partial subsidences in 
various parts of the Kashmir phiin appears to mo the 
only way in which the general appearance of the comi- 
try can be explained. The abrupt, broad, and shallow 
depressions between the different platforms arc seem- 
ingly much too extensive to have been formed by the 
trifling strejunlets which now run along them, without 
the assistance of volcanic action. The lakes, too, are 
deeper than the preseiit level of the river, a circum- 
stance only explicable in an alluvial country on some 
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such supposition ; and as it is well known that violent 
earthquakes have at intervals convulsed this valley for 
many centuries, this mode of explaining the phenomena 
becomes highly probable. 

On the 5th of May I continued my journey to Islam- 
abad, which is about eleven miles from Avautipura. 
The peak of Wasterwan is the termination of a long 
mountain ridge, which separates two large valleys from 
one another. Immediately to the eastward, therefore, 
the mountains recede from the river, and the road tra- 
verses a marshy tract, a great part of which, from the 
late heavy rains, was still under water, while the remain- 
der was laid out in fields, prepared for the cultivation of 
rice. Further on, cliffs of lacustrine clay again rose per- 
pendicularly from the river. Several streams j(nncd the 
Jelani from both sides, some of them deep and sluggish, 
with straight banks like canals, while others were almost 
as large as the main stream, and broad and shallow, with 
a sandy bed and gently flowing cmTcnt. Near BijbehfU'a, 
a considerable village, with many timber-built houses 
and a substantial bridge of deodar, the banks arc beau- 
tifully wooded with shady trees. Above this village the 
Jelam is much smaller, often shallow, and the banka 
lower, though still eight or ten feet above the water, and 
not swampy, but either fringed with willow and mul- 
berry trees, or bare and covered with fields of green 
com, or of rape now in full flower. The bridge of 
Islamabad, which is the limit of navigation, is nearly a 
mile from the town, which is a considerable place, the 
next in importance to the capital, though very much 
smaller. It lies on low groimd close by the river, but 
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immediately behind it a long promontory of the lacus- 
trine formation stretches back for several miles, rising 
abruptly out of the finely cultivated and well-wooded 
valley on the left, in steep, rugged cliffs, which are worn 
into irregular ravines by the action of rain. These for- 
mations attain here a thickness of at least 150 feet, and 
Avcll deserve the particular attention of the geologist. 
The ancient temple of Martand, the most perfect of its 
class of ruins in the valley, is built on the upper and 
back part of this platform. 

Leaving Islamabad, I crossed immediately one branch 
of the Jelam, which descends from the west. It had 
already lost the tranquil character of the stream lower 
down. Tliere were pebbles in its bed, and it had a 
more ra[)id current. Aftei- crossing this stream, the 
country was for some distance (pxitc flat, and entirely 
covered with rice-fields, now bare; some of them had 
been ploughed, but most were still just as they had been 
left after harv(!st. fl'hey were traversed by uumeroxis 
ditches or canals for irrigation, in all of which a pro- 
portion of fresh-water shells, chiefly Li/miceoi, were 
seen. Further on, the appearance of the country 
began to change : there were still plenty of rice-fields, 
but they rose in steps one above another’, and the 
water in the iiTigation canals flowed rapidly over 
pebbly beds. Crossing another branch of the Jelam, 
which had a broad channel full of large boulders, but 
shallow and easily fordable, the road began gradually 
to ascend a low range of hills covered with grass and 
bushes where it was dry, but still laid out in rice-fields 
wherever water was procurable. These hills, which are 
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the tenuinatiou of a long range which descends from 
the snow-clad mountains at the east end of the valley, 
are composed of a very hard limestone, the strata of which 
ai’c much bent, sinuated, and fractured. On the south 
side of this ridge is the valley of Shahabad, which is 
watered by the principal branch of the Jclain. It con- 
tains numerous villages, surrounded with fine orchards, 
and its rice-fields are arranged in terraces. Water bting 
plentiful, the whole valley is cultivated with rice, and the 
district appears to be one of the richest in Kashmir. 

The general cliaracter of the vegetation continues the 
same as further w'est, and the more advanced season en- 
abled me to recognize a -few common Himtdayan plants. 
The scandent white rose- {R. Branonis) was one-yyf these, 
also Lonieera diversi/oliu and a shrubby Indiyofera. 1 
also observed Viola serpens, Thymus Serpyllum, Laefuva 
disseda, and Frayaria Indica. Among the rice-fields 
several plains plants occurred, such as Potentilla supina, 
Comolvidus arvensis, Mazes ruyosus. Salvia plebeia, 
and Marsilea quadrifolia. Nor were the plants of a 
Tibetan climate altogether wanting, for Rosa Webhianu 
was everywhere common, and a species of Mj/ricuria 
grew plentifully among the boulders on tlie banks of all 
the streams. 

From Shahabad I made, on the 7 th, a short march to 
Vernag, a celebrated fountain near the bottom of the 
Banahal pass. Crossing the river, the road lay up the 
open valley of the Jelam, stdl among rice-fields, rising 
step by step behind one another, as the valley sloped 
upwards. Vemag lies close to the mouth of a little 
lateral valley, up which pur further course lay. The 
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fountain, which is built of marble, is large, contains 
many fish, and supplies a considerable stream. It is 
the reputed source of the Behat or Jelam, but the main 
branch of that river descends from the mountains a good 
way further to the south-west. The hills on both sides 
of the Shaliabad valley are of limestone, the strike of which 
seemed to be west-south-west, or nearly in the direction 
of the valley. It is very much indurated, and its colour 
is bluislj-grcy ; it has all the appearance of having been 
much altered by heat. The dip appeared different on 
the opposite sides of the valley : on the north it was cast 
of north, on the other side southerly ; the inclination of 
the beds varied much, and they were often very much 
distorted. I did not see any eruption of igneous rock on 
any part of the day’s journey. 

On the hills above Vernag there was a good deal of 
brushwood, consisting chiefly of Folhergilla inoolucratu, 
two species of Viburnum, Coiotieasfer, Lonicera, and a 
few trees of Finns exceha, yew, and deodar. The op- 
posite hills were bare and grassy. In the forests of Kash- 
mir (as was first pointed out by Dr. Falconer) we do not 
find the oak, Andromeda, and Rhododendron, which are 
so abundant at similar elevations in the outer Himalaya. 
The appearance of the woods is, therefore, remarkably 
different, as these trees, which, in the temperate zone of 
the mountains near the plains, constitute almost all the 
forest, give the woods there a peculiai* character. 

On the 8th of May I passed from the valley of Kash- 
mir* into the basin of the Chenab, crossing the Banahal 
pass, the summit of which is not more than 10,000 feet 
above the sea : it is a very narrow ridge, separating two 
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deep valleys. Starting through rice-fields, and passing 
at the upper limit of cultivation a few fields of barley 
and rape, I soon entered brushwood, the same as on the 
hills above Vemag. In the ravines on the left hand, 
snow descended below 7000 feet. Ascending rapidly 
on a ridge, the brushwood gave place to a fine wood of 
maple, horse-chesnut, cherry, hazel, and elm, all just 
bursting into leaf. The dip of the limestone rocks was 
exceedingly variable, at one time southerly, at another 
northerly, but the strike was, I believe, the same as the 
day before. The ascent continuing rapid, the shady side 
of the ridge was soon covered with snow ; but the road 
kept on the southern exposure, which was sometimes bare 
of forest. Birch at last appeared among the other trees, 
and, as the elevation increased, it began to predominate. 
About the same time, the limestone gave place to a 
slaty rock, which was almost immediately followed by 
an amygdaloid, which continued to the summit. Both 
the slate and the limestone appeared to have been up- 
heaved by the igneous rock, and I thought the slate 
seemed inferior to the limestone. 

On the upper part of the ascent the birch gradually 
became more and more stunted ; it was here almost the 
only tree, with the exception of a few specimens of 
Picea Webbiana, at the limit of forest a httle below the 
summit. Here the hills were bare and rocky ; but the 
forest did not cease on account of elevation, because on 
the opposite hill, which had a northern exposure, a shady 
wood, chiefly consisting of pines, rose to a level consfder- 
ably higher than that of the pass, which was a depres- 
sion in the ridge, considerably overtopped by the hills 
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oil both sides. The crest of the pass was undulating, 
and covered with green-sward, among which a few spring 
plants were in flower ; these were a Corydalis, an Ane- 
mone, and JPriimda denticulata. A large patch of snow 
occupied the northern slope, just below the top. 

The view from the summit would have been magnifi- 
cent had the day been more favourable ; but a thick haze 
rested over the more distant parts of the valley of Kashmir, 
as well as over the southern mountains in the direction 
of tlie plains of India. The southern slope of the range 
on which I stood, .was bare, scarcely even a bush being 
visible j and the Banahal valley, nearly four thousand 
feet below, appeared as a perfectly level plain, covered 
with rice-fields and scattered villages, marked by groves 
of trees. On the descent I followed a very steep rocky 
ridge. About half-way down, the amygdaloid was re- 
placed by mctamorphic slate, and for the remainder of 
the descent the rocks were alternations of slate, very hard 
conglomerate, and (giartz rock. The dip of these strata 
was very variable, and on tlie face of several spurs, at a 
little distanc(!, sections were exposed, exhibiting enor- 
mous flexures. I saw no limestone on the southern fiic^c 
of tlie pass, except in the valley of Banahal, where there 
was a good deal of a horizontally stratified limestone, 
very different in a])pearance from that on the other side, 
which, as it was confined to the bottom of the valley, 
and was there vciy local, appeared to be of much more 
recent origin. 

After joining the Banahal river, the descent became 
more gradual. At first, the valley was {dmost level and 
quite covered with ricc-hclds, all under w^ater. The vil- 
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lagers were busy ploughing, both bullocks and men knee- 
deep in soft mud. IHirthcr on, the valley contracted, 
and cultivation only occurred at intervals. In the nar- 
rower parts, the stream was fringed with trees, but the 
hdl-sides were still quite bare. Round the villages there 
were very fine trees, chiefly walnut, horse-chesnut, and 
elms, with the ordinary fruit-trees ; but the plane and 
black poplar do not occur, nor are any vines cultivated 
in the valley. The winter is said to be quite as severe 
as in Kashmir ; and the elevation, so far as I could 
determine it by the boiling-point of -water, is a little 
greater, the lower villages (in one of which I encamped) 
bemg about 3500 feet, while the highest fields are about 
6000 feet. In the woods, Fotkeryilla, cherry, sycamore, 
and horse-chesnut were common, just as in Kashmir. The 
season was. much further advanced than on the north 
side of the pass, all these trees being fully in leaf, and 
the horse-chesnut in flower. The greater part of the 
vegetation was identical with that of Kashmir, but I 
saw many more species, • probably only from the 
more advanced state of the season. The Zizyphm and 
rose {B. Wchhiand) of Kashmir were stiU common, and 
the w'hite poplar was wild along the banks of the 
stream. I did not, however, see Daphne or Myricaria. 
In shady lateral ravines an oak was frequent, the more 
interesting as I had seen none in Kashmir ; it was Q. 
floribunda, a species of the middle zone of the outer 
Himalaya, wliich usually occurs at higher levels than 
Q. incana, and lower than semccarpi folia. 

Though the river of Banahal is a tributary of the 
Chenab, yet the district has always been considered as 
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a dependency of Kashmir, from which it is only a short 
day’s journey distant, while for several days in descending 
towards the Chenab, the country is almost uninhabited. 
Halting one day at Banahal to cl^ange my porters, I made 
three marches to Nasmon, on the right bank of the 
Chenab, following the course of the Banahal river during 
the first and part of the second march, but afterwards leav- 
ing it, on account of its increasing mggedness, to cross 
the range on the left hand by a pass about 8000 feet 
above the sea, which overhangs the valley of the Chenab. 
The bounding spurs which hem in the Banahal valley de- 
scend almost perpendicularly upon the Chenab, and dip 
at last very abruptly to that river. At first, large masses 
of snow wore visible at the sources of all the lateral 
valleys, but lower down the elevation was not sufficient, 
and the hills were bare. After leaving the last village of 
Banahal, the bottofti of the valley was for some time level 
and covered Avith fine forest, consisting chiefly of mag- 
nificent trees of Ccltis, elm, and alder ; the others were 
two species of Jeer, Fradjiniis, Moiufs, Popidus ciliata, 
and a willow. Fotherpilla now grew to a small tree, 
and Mar leu made its appearance, the first indication of 
an approach to a hot climate. Soon, the banks of the 
river became rocky, and left no passage, so that the road 
ascended on the right bank, and lay at a considerable 
elevation on the hill-sides, looking down upon a richly 
wooded and often rocky glen. The hills were steep and 
generally bare, but the ravines were often welbwooded. 
Finns excelsn occurred occasionally ; Qnercus Jloribunda 
was common, and Q. lanaiu made its appearance. 

Before leaving the Banahal river, I had got down to 
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about 4000 feet, meeting latterly with some familiar 

plants of the warmer zone : Pinm ImgifoUa formed dry 
woods, Cedrela Toona, a fig, Alhizzia mollis, and last of 
all, Balhergia Bissoo. Still, most of the plants of the 
upper part of the valley accompanied me throughout ; 
even the hoary oak had not disappeared, and the gene- 
ral appearance of the vegetation was very different from 
what it would have been at the same elevation further 
east, the plants of a hot climate being chiefly such as 
dehght in a dry heat, and are capable of endming a con- 
siderable amount of winter cold, provided the summer 
temperatxu'e be sufficiently elevated. It was evident that 
the temperature was considerably lower than it would 
have been at the same height in the Sutlej valley, and I 
drew the same inference with regard to the humidity, 
from the appearance of a number of dry-climate plants ; 
for instance, a yellow spinous Aslrdgalus, a Dianihus, 
and Eremurus, an Asphodeleous genus common in Kxma- 
war, and other dry valleys of the Himalaya. 

In the ascent of the lateral ravine, towards the pass 
above Nasmon, I encountered, for the first time. Rhodo- 
dendron arboremu and Andromeda o\',alifolia , the two 
trees which, with the hoary oak, form the mass of the 
Simla woods. The forest was now very fine, as I was on 
the northern slope of the range. On the upper part of 
the ridge by which I ascended, there was a grove of fine 
deodar-trees, and in the bottom of the dell a shady wood 
of horse-chesnut and sycamore. I had now entered a 
zone in which the flora was quite similar to that of 
Simla ; Fothergilla being the only tree I observed, which 
is not common in that district. And it was curious 
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that it was on the northern and most shady, as well as 
most humid exposure, that this identity of flora became 
first remarkable, and that the same trees which at Simla 
form the forests of the drier slopes and more exposed 
situations, grew in this valley low down on the hill-sides, 
in the most sheltered spots. 

The ascent towards the ridge was latterly steep, with 
a good deal of silver fir and deodar. The trees rose 
to the very top of the northern slope, but, as usual, the 
summit was bare and gi’assy, though the tops of the 
trees were actually higKcr than the crest of the ridge, 
and obscured the view to the north. As the elevation 
was only 8000 feet, there was no peculiarity of vege- 
tation, all the })lants being those of the middle zone, 
except the silver fir, wdiich descended to a lower level 
than it usually does in the Simla hills. There was some 
cultivation of wheat and barley within a very short dis- 
tance of the summit, which overlooked the valley of the 
Chenab ; and as the day was fortunately clear, there was 
a very tine view. The ravine through rvhich the river 
flowed appeared everywhere rugged, more especially 
towards the plains, where a succession of steep rocky 
hills were seen, the nearest of which suiTOunded the 
mouth of the Banahal river. Across the Chenab, a high 
range, beautifully wooded, ran parallel to the river, rising 
into a snowy peak nearly opposite to me. This peak, 
which concealed all view of the plains beyond, lay oh my 
road to Jamu, and was about 9000 feet in height. 

The descent to Nasmon, which is only 2700 feet above 
the level of the sea, was very steep. At first it' led along 
the face of a bai’c hill, but soon entered a shady ravine, 
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fifled with alder, oak, walnut, and Celtis, but without any 
of the superb horse-chesnuts which had been so abmidaht 
in the humid valleys on the northern face of the range ; 
nor was there any Jili,od.odend/ron. Crossing a consider- 
able stream, the road asci^nded through fine forest to 
the crest of a ridge, beyond which there was a I&ng and 
steep descent of at least 1500 feet, to the village of Nas- 
mon, on which tropical vegetation made its appearance 
very abruptly. Pinm lotigifolia grew scatti'red along 
the sides of this hill, and Daphne, pomegranate, the olive 
of the Sutlej valley, Vilex Negunffo, Colehrookea, Dottlera, 
Sissoo, Adhatoda Vamca, a thorny Celastrus, Acacia 
niodesta and Lehbek, and BauJunia variegata, made their 
appearance in succession, in the order in which 1 have 
named them. Most of these are the same as the shrubby 
forms common in the Sutlej vaUey at Rampur ; but the 
Celastrns and Acacia modesta are plants of the plains of the 
western Punjab, and do not extend so far west as that 
river. The range parallel to the Chenab on the north, 
which I had just crosaid, lias probably a granitic axis, 
for boulders of granite were common on the upper part 
of the ascent on both sides of the pass, though I did not 
anywhere see that rock in situ. On both sides the first 
rock exposed was a fine-grained gneiss, with large crys- 
tals of felspar. Lower down, on the north face, I ob- 
served mica-slate, with garnets ; and in the bed of the 
Banahal river ordinary clay-slate occurred. 

Nasmon is a very large but scattered village, with 
much cultivation. It lies on a high platform of allu- 
vium, considerably above the bed of the river. Plane, 
orange, apricot, and pear trees grew in the gardens. 
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mih..MeUa Azedarach, and a few trees of the European 
cypress ((7. sempetvirens), bearing apparently ripe jfruit. 
The day was oppressively warm, the thermometer rising 
above 85° in the shade. 

On the 13th of May, I crossed the Chenab by a 
bridge about a mile above Nasmon. The descent to the 
bank of the river was gradual, and very bare. Rocks 
of a black clay-slate and of conglomerate, in nearly ver- 
tical strata, foniied the bed of the river, which was as 
large as the Sutlej at Rampur, and very nmch swollen 
and muddy. The bridge is the simplest fornj of jhula, 
a single set of ropes, from which a wooden seat is sus- 
pended, which is pulled from side to side by means of 
a rope, worked from the rocks on either side of the river. 
The banks of the river were adorned with a profusion of 
bushes of Neriiim odorum, in full flower, and highly or- 
namental. The vegetation along the river exhibited the 
same, curious contrsist of tropical and temperate forms, 
which. f have already described as characteristic of the 
.dry valleys of the interior of the Himalaya, at elevations 
between two and four thousand feet ; and the tropical 
plants were so similar to those which 1 observed on the 
Sutlej, that I need not particidarize them. There was 
no forest in any part of the valley near the river, but a 
few trees of Pinm hnffifolia grew scattered on the bank ; 
and on the stony ground which skirted the stream, there 
was a low jungle of the same tropical shrubs as had oc- 
curred on the lower part of the descent the day before. I 
saw also Zizypims mmnvtdaria, a shrub which is eminently 
characteristic of a dry climate, being common in the 
most desert and rainless districts of the Punjab. The 
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shrabby temperate forms were not numerous, being 
chiefly M(m, Brtmonia, and the HunaLayan pear, Lonicera 
diversifoUa, Myrsine. hifaria, and Jasmimm revolutnm, 
all plants which have a very wide range in the Himalaya. 

Passing through the bush jungle which skirted the 
river, I entered a large tract of almost level cultivated 
land, covered with fields of barley, ripe and partly cut. 
One or two plantain-trees, and some buffaloes, were 
signs that we were still in a very hot region. Crossing 
a considerable stream, the road began to ascend rapidly 
on a narrow ridge. Passing some farm-houses, sm’- 
ronnded by fields, I entered a scattered wood of wild 
olive-trees {Olea cuspidata), mixed with Zizyphm and 
Avfld pomegranate. The young shoots and panicles of 
the olive were abundantly covered with a white floccose 
glutinous matter, the source of which I could not exactly 
determine ; but I could see no trace of any insects by 
which it could have been formed, so that it was perhaps 
a natural exudation from the tree. Small woods biJPinm 
lonyifolia occurred at intervals, almost alone, for few 
plants seem to thrive under its shade. At 4000 feet, 
while the olive and pomegranate were still abundant, 

, Qtiercm lanata appeared. At 4500 feet, which was 
about the upper limit of the ohve, I re-entered a culti- 
vated district, disposed in terraces on the slopes of the 
hills. The barley was quite ripe,, and being cut, but 
the wheat, though in full ear, was still green. There 
were also a few fields of the opium poppy in full flower, 
and of safflower {Cartkamus tinciorius), which was not 
nearly so far advanced. 

I encamped at the village of Balota, elevated 5000 
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feet. Round the village were some very fine table-topped 
deodars, perhaps the relics of a former forest^ though 
more. likely planted by the villagers. The Mils on all 
sides were richly cultivated, as far up as 6000 feet, above 
which elevation fine forest commenced ; and the snowy 
top of the mountain beMnd, which I had seen from the 
pass of the 12th, was visible rising behind the forest. 
During the whole of the ascent from the Chenab, the 
rock was a coarse-grained sandstone, in highly inclined 
strata, generally of a reddish-brown colour, the surface 
of wMch rapidly passes into a state of decay. 

The range of mountains to the south of the Chenab, 
by which that river is separated from the basin of the 
Tawi or river of Jamu, still lay between me and the 
plains of India. On the 14th of May, I crossed a spur 
fi’om this range, descending into a valley watered by a 
tributary of the Chenab. This ridge, which is called 
Ladhe ke Dhar, rises a little above 9000 feet, that being 
the elevation at wMch the road crosses it. After leav- 
ing the cultivated lands of Balota, the ascent, which was 
steady, lay through fine brushwood and stunted oaks. 
On the banks of the stream, which occupied the centre 
of the valley by which I ascended, sycamore, horse- 
chesnut, and cherry, were abundant. On the slopes 
there were a few trees of Pikus excelsa and Picea, but 
the forest was not dense. About 7000 feet, on the 
north-western face of a spur, there was much cultivation 
of wheat and barley, hardly yet in ear. Here there was 
a fine view in the direction of the upper valley of the 
Chenab, of rugged mountains, scarcely wooded on the 
slope exposed to view, rising behind one another, the 
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more distant still heavily snowed. Higher up, the forest 
was chiefly formed of the holly-leaved oak, but the latter 
part of the ascent was through a dark forest of silver 
fir, intermixed with a few fine yews. The underwood 
here was chiefly Vihmnwm. nervosum, stiU in flower, 
though its leaves were almost fully developed. On 
emerging from this gloomy forest, in the upper part 
of which there was a thin sprinkling of snow, I found 
myself on the crest of the range, which was bare and 
rounded. Snow lay in large patches, and had evidently 
been till very recently continuous over the whole top, 
as vegetation was just commencing, and few plants 
were in flower. Primula denticulata was common, 
as well as a Uttle gentian, which extended on both 
sides at least 2000 feet lower; the only alpine plant 
was the little CaUianthemum wdiich I had found some 
days before on the summit of Wasterwan in Kashmir. 
The distant view was unfortunately (juite obscured by 
haze, so that 1 could not see, as I had expected, the 
plains of India. 

In descending the southern face of this mountain, 
the road at once entered a forest of silver fir, in the 
upper part of which I saw one tree of Qi/ercm seme- 
carpifolia, a species which I had not met with on the 
Kashmir passes, or anywhere since leaving the Sutlej. 
About 8000 feet, the pines were replaced by the holly- 
leaved oak, forming open woods, in t^e glades of which 
patches of cultivation soon occtirred; I encamped at 
about 7000 feet, at the village pf Katti. During the day 
the sandstone rock occurred uninterruptedly, partly, as 
the day before, of a reddish-brown coloiu’, partly grey. 
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or nearly white. On the descent large angular frag- 
ments of this rock were everywhere scattered over the 
surface, almost always more or less imbedded in the 
soil : these had somewhat the appearance of a former 
moraine, but the surface was so much covered with wood, 
and the boulders were so much buried, that I could not 
trace their arrangement in a satisfactory manner. 

Next morning I continued the descent, which was 
rapid, so that I soon arrived at tropical vegetation. 
There was but little forest, except in ravines, and the 
heat soon became very great. About three miles from 
Katti I passed the fort of Landar, built on an almost 
isolated cliff, overhanging the ravine ; and a little further 
on I descended abruptly to a small stream, running 
towards the Chenab, the elevation of whose bed was 
about 3000 feet. The descent, which was almost pre- 
ci})itous, led down the face of a mass of clay, in some 
respects like the alluvial deposits so common in 'Tibet. 
Similar masses of alluvium, aU table-topped, and very 
steep, and much worn by ravines, had occurred through- 
out the whole of the descent from Katti. A few pines 
grew on this steep bank, and all the shrubs which I 
had found on the banks of the Chenab at Nasmon were 
again met with. After crossing this stream, the bed 
of which was filled with large water- worn boulders, I 
again ascended to about 5000 feet, chiefly among cul- 
tivation, and encamped at Mir, a small village close to 
the crest of the main range south of the Chenab, the 
elevation of which was now very inconsiderable. 

Next day, a gentle ascent of half an hour brought me 
to the crest of this range. The mountain slopes were 
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bare and grassy, but in the ravines there was now 
and then some brushwood. Andromeda ovalifolia and 
Rhododendron- arboreum were both noticed ; and, much 
to my surprise, I observed at intervals a few trees of 
Foihergilla, for I had not expected to find this Kashmir 
tree so close to the plains, and in a district the flora of 
which was so completely that of the Simla hills. On the 
summit of the pass, which was not more than 6000 feet, 
I found a beautiful gentian {G. Kurroo of Royle) and a 
yeUow spinous Astragalus, seemingly the same species 
which I had found at Nasmon, on the Chenab. It was 
curious to find a representative of the spiny-petioled 
group of this genus in so hot a climate and so near the 
plains j for in the rainy parts of the mountains, and in 
the more humid parts of the Indian plain, the genus is 
almost wanting, and this particular section entirely so. 

hVom the summit I descended at once through a pine- 
wood to the bottom of a valley, the course of which I 
followed throughout the day in a southerly direction. It 
gradually widened as I advanced; villages became fre- 
quent, and were surrounded by extensive cultivation, and 
all temperate vegetation disappeared. I encamped at 
the village of Kirmichi, where the valley which I was 
following appeared to expand into an open plain of some 
width. Here oranges and mulberries were cultivated in 
gardens, and the toon and mango, pipal and banyan 
{Mcus 'rdigiosa and indied) were planted in groves round 
the houses. 

On the 17 th of May, I continued my journey towards 
the plains of the Punjab. An open, somewhat undu- 
lating valley lay before me, appearing to stretch fiwm 
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east to west, and to be bounded by two ranges of hills 
which had the same direction. Trikota Debi, a curious 
three-peaked hill, the last culminating point of the range 
separating the Chenab from the Tawi, rose some miles 
to the westward. To the eastward the valley of the Tawi 
was open as far as Ramnagar, which was distant about 
twenty miles. In crossing this open plain, or dhun, I 
nearly followed the course of a little stream which had 
excavated for itself a deep channel in the soft sandstone 
of which the plain was composed. This rock was very 
different in appearance from the red or grey sandstone 
which had accompanied us from Balota; it was pure 
white, and almost horizontally stratified, wliile that was 
always highly inclined. During the latter part of my 
journey of the 10th I nowhere saw rock in situ, so that 
I had no opportunity of ascertaining the contact of these 
two formations, which are probably of very different 
epochs, the sandstone of the open plain being certainly 
the Sewalik tertiary formation, while the red sandstone 
of the higher mountains, which in the total absence of 
all organic remains is as yet of uncertain age, is perhaps 
the same as the gypsiferous and saliferous sandstones 
which skirt a great part of the western Himalaya. 

One or two pine-trees, and some bushes of Eupjiorbia 
penta^ona, were almost the only features in the vege- 
tation which distinguished this open valley from the 
plains of India. On shady rocks along the stream three 
or four ferns were common; the oleander also grew 
near water; a dwarf date-palm occupied drier spots; 
and I saw a few trees of Cassia fistula. Crossing a 
broad shallow river which flowed to the eastward at the 
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southern boundary of this dhiii, in a depression faced by 
cliffs of sandstone, I entered among low hills covered with 
scattered trees of Pimm lonyifoUa. This plant appears 
to grow luxuriantly on hot dry hills j the trees did not 
attain a great size, but appeared vigorous and healthy, 
with thick trunks and gnarled branches, exactly like the 
Scotch fir, except in the great length of the leaves, which 
are pendulous from the ends of the branches. 

On the 18th, I crossed a sandstone range, in which 
the strata exhibited an anticlinal axis, dipping towards 
the plain on both sides. The ascent was easy, and the 
summit was not above the limit of tropical vegetation, 
as a banyan-tree grew on the top. The descent was 
much steeper and considerably longer, the valley to the 
soutili being a good deal lower. The road was good, 
being in the steeper parts paved with large flat stones, 
while in the more rocky parts the sandstone was cut 
into steps. A flat and well cultivated valley lay to 
the south of this range, in the centre of which 
flowed a river, in a wide channel several hundred feet 
below the level of the plain : it was very shallow, and 
was crossed by stepping-stones. Another hilly tract 
followed, covered with straggling bush jungle, and on 
the upper part with pine-forest : this was also of sand- 
stone, very soft, and excavated by the various little 
streams which traversed it, into narrow and deep ra- 
vines. Even foot-paths, by constant use, were sunk four 
or five feet deep in the soft rock. The dip of this 
range was gentle, towards the plains of India. 

I encamped on the 18th at Seda, under the shade 
of a superb banyan-tree, in a hollow in this sandstone 
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range, and next day continued my journey to Jamu. 
Emerging from the hills after a mile or two, I entered 
a third valley, and followed the course of the little 
stream by which it was watered, to its junction with 
the Tawi, along which I travelled about four miles; 
to the town of Jamu, which is built on the outermost 
range of hills, at the point were the river Tawi finally 
quits the mountains. These hills rise very gently 
from the plains, their southern slope forming a long 
inclined plane, densely covered with a jungle of low 
thorny trees. The same sort of jungle usually skirts 
their base to a distance of two or three miles, or as 
far as the alluvial soil of the level country which lies 
beyond is covered with stones and shingle. It is prin- 
cipally composed of Acacia modesta and Catechu, and of 
two species of Zizyplm. The northern or inner face 
of this range of hills is very steep, often quite precipi- 
tous ; and where they overhang the Tawi, they terminate 
abniptly in a line of cliffs facing the river. A similar 
range, but a good deal lower, descends from the east- 
ward towards Jamu, and, like the other, presents a series 
of vertical cliff's covered with brushwood towards the 
river. The town occupies the gentle slope which faces 
the plains ; it is a straggling and dirty place, but with 
some very good houses. The principal building is the 
residence of Maharaja Gulab Sing ; at the time of my 
visit occupied by his eldest son. It is situated dn the 
edge of the cliff, overhanging the river, and commands 
a fine view of the open valley of the Tawi below, and of 
the mountain ranges to the north and east, the more 
distant of which were still tipped with snow. 
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The outermost range of hills, which does not rise 
to any great elevation, consists entirely of loose con- 
glomerate coarsely stratified, the beds dipping very 
gently towards the plains. The boulders of which it is 
composed are waterwom, and very various in compo- 
sition, but aU referable to the interior ranges ; a few 
thin beds of sand and of a clay resembling pipe-clay, 
are interposed between the strata of conglomerate. 

The very curious country through which I had been 
travelling since the 16 th, had so much the appearance 
of a succession of valleys parallel to the plains, and sepa- 
rated by long ranges of hills, that it was difficult to avoid 
taking up that impression, which, notwithstanding, I 
believe to be an erroneous one. The gentle slope of 
the different tributaries which join the Tawi from the 
right and left, tends to keep out of sight the longitu- 
dinal ranges parallel to that river, from which the lateral 
ramifications proceed. When we obtain a detailed sur- 
vey of the district, it will be found that the lateral 
valleys on each side of the Tawi do not correspond in 
direction, and are not quite opposite to one another, and 
that the apparent uniformity is caused by the great 
width of their valleys, when compared with the elevation 
of the bounding ranges. The Sewalik sandstone here 
attains a width of at least thirty miles, which is very 
much more than is found further west. 
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Leave Jamu to return to Tibet — Lake of Sirohi Sar — Vegetation of 
lower hills — Dodonm — llainnagar — Garta — Dadu, on a tributary 
of the Cbenab — Camp at 10,000 feet — Badarwar — Padri pass — 
Descend a tributary of the Eavi — and ascend another towards the 
north — Sach Joih, or pass — Snow-beds — Camp in Chenab valley. 

On my arrival in Kashmir, I had forwarded an applica- 
tion to the Indian Government, requesting permission to 
return to Tibet, for the purpose of visiting the mountains 
north of Nubra, which, from the advanced state of the 
season, I had been unable to do the previous year. 
Soon after reaching Jamu, I received intimation that 
the Governor- General, Lord Dalhousie, had been pleased 
to accede to my request. I had already determined, if 
permitted to return to Le, to take the route by Zanskar, 
which, though much frequented by the natives of the 
country, was quite unknown to European travellers ; but 
as the season was far advanced, I chose a road through 
the higher hills, instead of taking that leading directly 
to Chamba, which would have obliged me to travel for 
at least a week through the hot valleys of the outer 
ranges. 

I left Jamu on the morning of the 23rd of May. 
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After crossing the Tawi by a ferry immediately below 
the town, my road lay for three miles up the left bank 
of that river, along an- open sandy plain, only veiy par- 
tially cultivated. I then turned to the right, and en- 
tered the low hills which skirted the plain on that side. 
The road generally followed the course of the ravines, 
which have been excavated out of the soft sandstone 
by the numerous tributaries which descend to join the 
Tawi. These streams are aU of small size, with gravelly 
or sandy beds, and are separated by low ridges of some 
breadth, faced generally by perpendicular cliffs. An 
undulating country of this nature occupies the whole of 
the space which intervenes between the outer range of 
hills and that next to it, a distance, by the road along 
which I travelled, of about twelve miles. This second 
range is a branch given off by an axis, whose direction 
is nearly east and west. The road ascended to it by a 
very steep rocky path, after surmounting which I found 
myself on a considerable tract of nearly level ground, 
partly occupied by a pretty little lake, with grassy 
banks. On the banks of this lake, which is called 
Sirohi Sar, and is rather less than half a mile in length, 
I encamped on the 24th of May, in a grove of very fine 
mango-trees. The depth of the lake did not appear 
great, its margins being for a considerable distance very 
shallow, and- producing an abundance of reeds and water- 
plants, among which the sacred Nelmnbium, with its gay 
flowers, was conspicuous. The elevation of the lake, as 
deduced from the boiling-point of water, I found to be 
2200 feet. It occupies a depression in the top of the 
ridge, bdng surmounted on both sides by low rang^ of 
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hills, rising only to the height of a few hundred fret. 
At the east end, a low flat plain, interrupted only by a 
few, regular rocky knolls, seemed to indicate that the size 
of the lake had formerly been more considerable than at 
present. 

The vegetation of the country between Jamu and 
Sirohi Sar was entirely of a tropical character. The 
rocky hilk were in many places covered with thinly 
scattered pines, all of small size, and generally with 
much -contorted trunks, but apparently healthy and 
vigorous. In the cultivated grounds the plants were 
identical with those of the plains, but, as is usual in all 
hilly countries, the barren tracts produced a flora of a 
difterent character. Nerium. odorum was abundant on 
the banks of streams, and I met with Cassia fistula, 
IHnica, species of Hhus and Cascaria, as well as the 
curious Euphorbia pentagona, and now and then the 
beautiful Bauhinia Vahlii. Acacia modesta and a Zizg- 
phus were tlie most common trees. The lake prodiicAxl 
a great variety of water-plants, but except an Alismu 
and Dgsophgllu, both of which were new to me, the 
species seemed all natives of the plains. 

On the 25th of May, I proceeded along the side of 
the ridge in an easterly direction, passing several small 
flat-bottomed depressions, apparently the sites at a 
former ■’period of small lakes, similar to that from 
which I had commenced my march. The road' was 
rocky and ragged, and gradually rose several hun- 
dred feet to the crest of the ridge. Pine-trees were 
generally plentiful. On reaching the top, shortly 
after daybreak, a fine wide undulating valley was seen 
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below, bounded on the north at the distance of about 
ten milftB by a third range of mountains, and traversed 
by several streams, which had excavated for themselves 
deep perpendicular-sided ravines in the sandstone strata. 
AU these streams had a westerly course to join the 
Tawi, which, issuing from a deep valley behind the 
third range, crossed the open plain in a south-west 
direction. 

Leaving the ridge, the road descended gradually to 
the plain, and after crossing a deep ravine, with precipi- 
tous walls, continued through a &ie level country to 
the village of Thalaura, about a mile from the third 
range of hills. The sandstone frequently contained a 
few waterwom pebbles scattered through it; and a 
bed of coarse conglomerate, with an indurated matrix, 
capped the cliff above this ravine. Some strata of indu- 
rated clay and soft slate also alternated, but rarely, with 
the sandstone. The plain was well cultivated, being 
chiefly laid out in rice-fields; and the people were all 
busy ploughing, sowing rice, and harrowing with a log 
of wood, drawn by bullocks and kept down by the 
weight of a man. 

On the earlier rocky part of the road the vegetation 
was much the same as the day before. Dodoncea was 
common, as it is in most parts of this hilly tract, never, 
however, rising out of the tropical belt. I do not know 
how far to the eastward of Jamu this plant extends ; but 
as it does not seem to occur to the east of the Sutlej, 
and probably stops much sooner*, it appears to prefer 

* I have been told by Dr. Jameson that he hhs met with it in the 
Kangra hills, but that he has never seen it in Iiilandi. 
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a rather dry climate, and will, I think, be found limited 
to the drier portion of the Peninsula, from which it pro- 
bably extends through Central India, and along the hilly 
country west of Sind. On the open plain the pines en- 
tirely dist^peared, and the aspect of the vegetation was 
entirely that of the plains of India. 

From Thalaura I marched, on the 26th of May, to 
Ramnagat, crossing the third range of hills, the ascent 
of which Was at first very steep and rocky, over a made 
road, paved with large stones, in many places much out of 
repair. This range was also sandstone, dipping to the 
north at a gentle angle ; some strata of indurated clay 
occurred between the beds of sandstone. These hills 
were precipitous to the south, and sloped gently to- 
wards the north, in the direction of the dip. The tree 
Euphorbia, which, with its stiff fleshy branches spring- 
ing in verticils of five from the stem, forms a striking 
feature in the vegetation of the lower hills, was common 
on the ascent, and the yellow spinous Astragalus, wluch 
I had observed between the Chenab and Jamu a fort- 
night before, was frequent on both sides of this ridge ; 
but even at the top, except one species of Indigqfera, no 
plants indicating elevation were met with: on this ac- 
count I omitted to determine the height of the range 
by the boiling-point of water, but comparing its eleva- 
tion with that of Ramnagar, which was in sight, I 
estimated that it might be about 3600 feet. To the 
north lay another valley, considerably more rugged than 
that crossed the day before, and evidently much more 
highly inclined, as its eastern termination was not far 
distant. This vaUey was traversed by the principal 
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branch of the Tawi, the source of which is in the moun- 
tains east of Ramnagar. 

The descent from this range was very gradual, the 
road running obliquely to the eastward, among scattered 
pine-trees, over bare sandstone rocks, till it reached the 
bank of a small stream separated from the Tawi by a 
low range of hills. During the descent, a number -of 
plants of Himalayan forms made their appearance, which 
had not occurred before : these were a berberry, Bulus 
flavus, and Myrsine hifaria. Oka cmpidata was seen 
lower down, and a species of alder grew in shady ra- 
vines along the edge of the stream. In the bottom of 
the valley, the mixture of the forms of the middle and 
lower zones was curious and interesting. Pimis Ion- 
yifilia occurred with Phoenim sylvesiris, alder witli 
Rondeletia and Mottlera, pear with Sissoo, and Fra- 
garia Indica and Micromeria with Trichodesma and 
Solamm Jacquini. At the same time, it was evident 
that in this dry stony valley the tropical species, which 
formed the majority, were more at home than the strag- 
glers which had descended from above. 

After ascending for a short distance along the banks 
of the little stream, the road crossed it, and after a short 
steep ascent from the right bank, the remainder of the 
day’s journey was nearly level, along the sides of hills, 
or over a high table-land to Ramnagar, a small town and 
fort, formerly the residence of Rajah Suchet Sing, since 
whose death the place has been rapidly falling to decay, 
most of the shops of its well-built bazaar bemg now 
empty. There were in the neighbourhood one or two 
large gardens, in which the trees and plants were nearly 
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all Indian, Sissoo and Melia Azedarach being the most 
common. A single plane-tree was scarcely an excep- 
tion; for though undoubtedly more at home at greater 
elevations, the plane (like the poplar and many of the 
fruit-trees of temperate climes) does not refuse to grow 
even in the plains, as is proved by the occurrence of a 
number of trees of it of considerable size and apparently 
healthy in gardens at Lahore. 

Leaving Ramnagar on the morning of the 27th, I 
continued to ascend the valley of the Tawi for about 
three miles, the road running along the sides of the hills 
among rich cultivation at a considerable height above 
the stream. It then descended somewhat abruptly to the 
river, and soon crossed to the right bank, from whicl^ 
steep ascent commenced at once, and continued, with one 
or two interruptions of level ciiltivated ground, to the 
end of the day’s joiwney. The ascent had throughout 
a southern exposure, and was in consequence generally 
bare of trees, and dry and grassy. Much cultivated land 
was met with, wherever the ground was sufficiently level 
to admit of it. I encamped at a small village, or rather 
cluster of farmhouses, called Garta, at a height of 
about 5800 feet. From the bare grassy nature of the 
ascent and its hot sunny exposure, the number of 
species of plants which ocemred was very limited, and 
the change of vegetation much less marked than in 
better-wooded regions of these mountains. A few oaks 
(Q. lanafa) made their appearance about half-way up, 
or perhaps at 4500 feet. 

During this day’s journey, I believe that I passed the 
point of contact of the tertiary sandstone with the more 

Y 
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aacient rock, for on the ascent after crossing the river, 
the strata were very highly inclined, and often bent into 
large curves. The rock was also more indurated, and 
different in colour and appearance from that of the outer 
hills. I did not, however, observe the place where the 
change took place. 

Next day, the ascent continued equally steep and 
bare as the day before, and there was stiU much culti- 
vation, wherever the surface was sufficiently level for 
the purpose, or could be made so by means of ter- 
ramng. During the preceding day’s march, the fields of 
wheat and barley had been for some time cut, but here, 
though generally ripe, they were still standing. On at- 
ipiBing an elevation of about 7000 feet, the steep spur 
which I had been ascending joined the main ridge, and 
the road, turning to the east, entered a thick forest of 
small oak-trees (^. lamta) through which it continued, 
alternately descending and ascending a little, as it en- 
tered the recesses or advanced along the projecting ridges. 
The greatest height attained may have been about 8000 
feet, and the svrmmit of the range, which was frequently 
visible, did not seem to be above 1000 feet higher. After 
about three miles of forest, the hills again became bare, 
and continued so tiU the end of the march, which termi- 
nated by an abrupt descent of 600 or 700 feet to a 
ravine, and an equally steep ascent to the village of Pata, 
which was elevated about 7500 feet. Throughout the 
djay, the vegetation, both in the forest and on the open 
tracts, was identical with that of the Sinaia hiUs. The 
forest consisted of oak. Rhododendron, and Andromeda. 
Pines were visible at the very top of the ridge, but did 
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not cross to the southern exposure : they appeared to he 
Picea Webbinna {Pinilrow). The village at which I 
encamped was of considerable size, with extensive 
wheat cultivation, very luxuriant and in full oar, but 
stiU quite green. Many trees of the glabrous holly- 
leaved oak were scattered among the fields, which, 
from the lateral branches having been lopped off by 
the villagens, rose to a great height with an erect 
poplar-like trunk, bearing only a small tuft of branches 
at the top, in a manner very foreign to the usual habit 
of the tree. _ , ; , 

On the 29th of May I crossed the range along which 
[ had travelled the previous day, and descended into a 
valley watered by a tributary of the Chenab, running 
towards the north-west. The ascent, which was bare 
and grassy, amounted only to about 1000 feet in perpendi- 
cular height. Close to the top, a few trees of Piem made 
their appearance, while I was still on the south face of 
the ridge, and on gaining the crest of the pass, I found 
that the northern slope wtis occupied by a fine forest of 
the same tree. As the range was not sufficiently elevated 
to produce any really alpine plants, the vegetation pre- 
sented little worthy of note. Viburnum nervosum was 
the commonest shrub, and an Anemone, a Bnnunculus, 
the common Gypsophila and Trifolium repens were the 
herbs which predominated at the top. 

The road descended rapidly through fine forest. The 
sombre silver fir was, after a short descent, mixed with 
plenty of horse-chesnut and sycamore, and of the glabrous- 
leaved oak. Lower down, deodar and Abies Smilhiann 
also appeared, and on arriving in the valley, the forest 

Y 2 
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gave place to cultivated fields, with only a few oak-trees 
scattered among them. The road now ascended the 
valley, which was tolerably open and weU cultivated. 
The stream ran through a deep ravine, with steep, well- 
wooded, often rocky banks, far below the level of the 
cultivation. I encamped at an elevation of about 6800 
feet, at a village called Dadu, or Doda, situated on the 
edge of a small open plain, covered with luxuriant crops 
of wheat. 

Near the village, and along the edges of the cultiva- 
tion, were numerous apricot-trees of large size ; and a 
willow, apparently the same which occurs in Kashmir 
(/S', cdhd) was commonly planted. The general appear- 
^ce of the place was very much that of the villages in 
lower Kunawar ; and I was much interested to find that 
although the greater part of the vegetation was the same 
as is common in the outer ranges of the mountains, 
a few plants indicative of a drier climate were to be seen. 
I was particularly sufprised to find that Quercus lanata. 
Rhododendron arboreuni, and Andromeda ovalifoKa, three 
trees which are everywhere most abundant in the outer 
ranges of the Himalaya in the temperate zone, had entirely 
disappeared. The Kashmir Fothergilla was not uncom- 
mon, and I noted at least four or five herbaceous plants, 
which I had first met with in that valley or in Kuna- 
war. 

On the northern face of this range, between Pata and 
Dadu, the sandstone, which had continued since I left 
the valley of the Tawi, was replaced by a succession of 
metamorphic slates, sometimes very micaceous. In the 
valley of I)adu, boulders of gneiss, with crystals of felspar 
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from one to three inches in length, were common, but 

the rock did not occur in situ. 

The range of mountains bounding the valley on the 
south, did not appear to rise anywhere to a greater height 
than between 9000 and 10,000 feet, and where I crossed 
it, was not, I should think, higher than 8500. Imme- 
diately to the east of tliis low pass, however, it began to 
rise rapidly, and at the head of the valley lay a high 
snowy mountain, evidently a projecting peak of a long 
range descending from the north-east, and forming the 
boundary between the basins of the Chenab and the 
Ravi. This range, which in most places must be up- 
wards of 11,000 feet, and which in some probably rises 
to 14,000, must, I think, to some extent check the pro- 
gress of the masses of clouds during the monsoon, and 
therefore tend to diminish the quantity of rain, particu- 
larly as the rain-clouds come from the eastward, on which 
account the lower altitude of the ridge to the south-west 
is of less importance. 

Halting at Dadu on the 30th of May, my road on the 
31st lay up the valley towards the snowy range to the 
eastward. Cultivation did not continue beyond the vil- 
lage; and after a steep, somewhat rocky ascent and 
descent over a bare spur, I followed the course of the 
stream as nearly as the precipitous nature of its banks 
would permit, through a forest of sycamore, walnut, alder, 
horse-chesnut, and holly-leaved oak. Pines also were 
abundant, of the four common species : namely, deodar, 
spruce, silver fir, and Pinus excelsa. After following the 
course of the river for about a mile, the road crossed a large 
lateral tributary descending from the right, and ascended 
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a steep bare spur between it and the main stream for 
perhaps 600 feet, after vsrhich it ran for some distance 
through fields of wheat still green, at first at a consider- 
able distance above the stream, the bed of which, how- 
ever, rose so rapidly that a very short descent brought 
me again to its banks. I then re-entered a beautiful 
forest, principally pine, in which the Findrow was now the 
most common tree, bearing in abundance its erect purple 
cones. As the road rose rapidly, the vegetation soon 
began to change ; Syrinya Eniodi, a currant, and other 
plants of the sub-alpine zone, making their appearance. 
Tlie most common shrubby plants were Viburnum 
neroomm and Spiraea Lindleyana, both of which oc- 
curred in vast quantity. For perhaps a mile and a half, 
the valley was extremely beautiful; the torrent being 
rocky and rapid, and the forest very fine. The road 
then crossed the stream by a good wooden bridge, and 
a steep ascent commenced. As the forest was confined 
to the bottom of the valley, I soon emerged on dry 
grassy slopes. The precipitous nature of the banks ren- 
dered it necessary to ascend nearly 1 000 feet, after which 
' the road was again level along the dry mountain slope 
facing the south. The bed of the stream . rose very 
rapidly, so that the road soon re-approached it ; and 
when nearly on a level with it, I again entered forest, 
in which Querem smecarpifolia, the alpine oak of Hi- 
malaya, was the prevailing tree. After about a mile, 
having attained an elevation of 10,000 feet, I encamped 
on an open grassy spot in the forest. The ravines fsicing 
the north had for some time been fuU of , snow, but 1 
had got close to camp , before any appeared in those on 
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the right bank, along which the road lay. A snowy peak, 
the upper part of which was high above the level of trees, 
lay to the south-east. 

In the lower part of the ascent, the rock was clay- 
slate ; but near my camp it was succeeded by the same 
gneiss, with large crystals of felspar, which I had found 
(in boulders) around Dadu. In general appearance, this 
gneiss was veiy similar to that observed on the moun- 
tains north of Nasmon, on the Chenab; and as these 
two places have nearly the same relative position as the 
usual line of strike in the north-western Himalaya, it is 
very probable that the rock is the same in both. 

On the morning of the 1st of June, I continued 
to follow the course of the stream, ascendir'g now 
very gently. The valley was open, and the road lay 
over undulating grassy ground, the forest having re- 
ceded to some distance on both sides. Round my camp 
I had noticed very little in the vegetation different from 
what was common one or two thousand feet lower ; but 
almost immediately after starting, I found myself among 
numerous bushes of Bhododendron campanulatum in full 
flower, and many other alpine plants appeared very 
shortly afterwards: of these, perhaps the most lovely 
was the elegant Primula rosea, which was extremely 
plentiful in hollow marshy spots from which snow had 
recently melted. 

The ascent continued exceedingly gentle till close to 
the end, when, turning suddenly to the left into a pincr 
clad ravine, a few steps brought me to the crest of the 
ridge over which my road ran, — a lateral spur from the 
great snowy mass, which (as is often the case) was a good 
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deal lower where it branched off than at a greater dis- 
tance from the main range. After gaining the crest of 
the ridge, I followed it for a few hundred yards pre- 
vious to commencing the descent. I had unfortunately 
somewhat rashly concluded, the day before, that the 
ascent during the day would be very trifling, and there- 
fore did not carry with me the means of ascertaining the 
elevation of the pass j I believe, however, that it a little 
exceeded 11,000 feet. It was still in the forest zone. 
The trees were mostly the alpine oak, with a few scat- 
tered individuals of Pinm excelm. At a short dis- 
tance, on the more shady slope, and still higher than 
-‘the pass, Picea was plentiful. The highest level of 
trees only rose a few hundred feet above me, and the 
lofty snowy peak which lay to the southward, attain- 
ing a height of probably Uttle under 14,000 feet, was 
quite bare. 

I reached the summit of the ridge between nine and 
ten A.M., at which time a dense mass of heavy clouds 
filled the whole of the valley below, while the sky above 
was perfectly clear. Vivid flashes of lightning were seen, 
accompanied by loud thunder, and the clouds were in 
violent commotion, being driven about by violent gusts 
of wind; but in less than half an hour they had en- 
tirely disappeared, disclosing a most magnificent view, 
bounded only by the grand snowy range beyond the 
Chenab, stretching in both directions as far as the eye 
could reach. Much nearer lay a second range of snowy 
mountains, 'evidently that which runs parallel to the 
Chenab on the Muth. Still nearer were other ranges of 
mountains, which, from the elevation at which I stood. 
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looked like gently undulating hills. Immediately below, 
lay the rich and fertile valley of Badarwar, to which the 
descent was extremely rapid, down the face of a projecting 
spur, densely covered for the upper half of the way with 
forest. At the top of the pass, there were here and there, 
on slopes facing the north, large patches nf snow, especially 
under the shade of trees, but on the descent it appeared 
only in the most shady ravines. As the elevation dimi- 
nished, the same change in the forest was observed as 
•during the ascent. The alpine oak and spruce gave 
place to horse-chesnut, sycamore, and holly-leaved oak, 
with deodar and spruce. Lower down, cultivation ap- 
peared, and the road, lying on the southern slope of the 
spur, was generally bare and grassy, with only a few 
scattered deodar-trees of small size. At the base of the 
descent, clay-slate rocks replaced the gneiss. 

Tlie town of Badarwar is of considerable size, con- 
taining, I should think, not less than from three to four 
hundred houses, all, however, small and without any 
indication of wealth. It lies at the elevation of 5800 
feet, in the upper part of a valley watered by a tributary 
of the Chenab, from which it is distant, according to 
Vigne, twelve or fourteen miles. Round the towm the 
valley is two or three miles in width, and completely co- 
vered with fields, rising in terraces one above another. 
Some rice is cultivated, but millet and Indian corn, 
neither of which were yet sown, are, I was informed, the 
principal produce. « 

The vegetation of the valley of Badarwar was hardly 
at all difierent from that of the one which I had just left, 
and the few new fonus which occurred were for the most 
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port Kashmir species. Quercus lanata, and the trees 
usually associated with it, did not occur ; but Fothergilla 
was plentiful in the woods on the lull-sides, and in open 
exposed sunny places a Kashmir Daphne and Zizyphm 
were common : both of these species, however, are na- 
tives of the Sutlej valley. In the shady ravines a species 
of Philadelphm, and the Nima of Hamilton, were met 
with. Vines were cultivated near the town, as well as a 
few trees of Poptdm nigra, and a rough small-leaved elm, 
which grew to a gigantic size. 

From Badarwar two roads were open to me, by either 
of which I could reach Chatargarh on the Chenab, from 
which place there is a road into Zanskar. One of 
these follows the course of the Badarwar valley to its 
junction with the Chenab, and ascends that river by 
Kishtwar ; the other crosses the mountains to the east- 
ward, so as to get into the valley of the Ravi, and to 
join the road which leads from Chamba to Zanskar. Of 
these I selected the latter, wliich appeared to present the 
advantages of being less known, of leading through a 
more elevated country, and also (as 1 was led to behevej 
of saving several days. 

I started from Badarwar on the morning of the 3rd 
of June, and proceeded up the vaUcy in a south-easterly 
direction, towards the Padri pass, a depression in the 
range which separates the districts drained by the Chenab 
from those whose waters run towards the Ravi. At first 
the road lay through cultivation. The fields of barley 
were ripe, those of wheat still green, and considerably 
more backward than at the same height in valleys 
more distant from the snow. The elevation of the valley 
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increased gently but steadily, and its breadth gradually 
diminished as I advanced, the fields becoming reduced to 
a narrow strip along the bank of the stream, and then 
ceasing altogether. The road lay on the right bank, and 
was generally open, but the opposite slopes and ravines 
were often prettily wooded. -After tlu*ee miles the road 
began to ascend the hill-sides on the north of the valley, 
for about a mile gently, but afterwards more steeply. 
The hill-sides were bare, but on the opposite side of the 
valley there was a fine forest ; and as soon as the road 
had attained the crest of the ridge or spur, the same 
dense forest was observed to cover the whole of its steep 
northern face, stopping abruptly at the top. As the 
elevation increased, the trees and herbaceous vegetation 
exhibited the same gradual change which I had noted on 
the ascent two days before, and 1 met with very few 
species which I had not collected at that time. In the 
shady woods on the northern slope of the ridge, I found 
the little Kashmir Ilqiaticn, another instance of the ex- 
tension to the eastward of plants characteristic of that 
valley. Near the top Therviopm barbata was plentifvd, 
in Ml flower, on open stony banks. The ascent con- 
tinued steep to the top of the pass, the height of which 
was 10,000 feet. ’ The top was nearly level for some 
distance, and was covered with large patches of snow. 
The continuation of the range to the north was undu- 
lating and grassy, and the hiUs of very moderate eleva- 
tion above the level of the pass. To the southward they 
rose abruptly to a considerable height, and the ravines 
were filled with forest. I encamped on a grassy plain 
close to the top. The morning had been cloudy, and 
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after eleven a.m. it rained smartly till evening j the tem- 

perature at sunset was 47^®. 

•Next morning, before commencing the descent, I 
ascended a ridge on the mountains to the south, to the 
height of about 1000 feet above the pass. The 
snow had evidently only just melted from the greater 
part of the surface ; it still lay in large patches under 
the trees, and the spring plants were just bursting into 
flower. The forest, as is usually the case at that height, 
was principally the alpine oak. A rose, willow, currant, 
cherry, Lonicera, and Viburmm nervosum were bursting 
into leaf, and Rhododendron campanulatum was abundant 
and in full flower. The greater part of the herbaceous 
vegetation consisted of Primula denticuJata, a yellow 
Corydedis, and species of Thermopsis, Anetnone, Caltha, 
Onoma, Potentilla, Valeriana, Trillium, and Gcntiana. I 
continued to ascend to the limit of herbaceous vegetation, 
stopping only where the ground was uninterruptedly co- 
vered with snow. The uppermost level of trees was stiU 
at least 500 feet above me. In descending I followed the 
course of a ravine full of snow, the sides of which were 
covered by a dense forest of silver fir. 

After reaching the direct road from the pass, which I 
had quitted to ascend the hills in the morning, there was 
a short ascent over a low spur, and then a long and very 
steep descent, to the bottom of a deep rocky ravine, so 
narrow and sheltered from the sun’s rays, that the stream 
was still covered with a great thickness of snow. Over 
this I crossed to the north side of the valley, down which 
the road ran for the remainder of the march, descending 
at first with great rapidity, but on the latter half much 
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more gently. There was plenty of fine forest, but] as 
usual, it was for the most part confined to the south 
side of the valley. The road lay along grassy slopes, 
sometimes steep and rocky, at other times, where there 
was any extent of tolerably level ground, covered knee- 
deep with a rank herbage of dock, Polygona, thistles, 
and a variety of other plants not yet in flower. It was 
in general at a considerable height above the bottom of 
the vaUey, which was deep and gloomy, and filled with 
snow during a great part of the way. I encamped at a 
village called Langera, at the height of about 7600 feet, 
and was surprised to observe large patches of snow still 
lying on the banks of the stream, at least three hundred 
feef below me. 

On the 5th of June, my road again lay on the left side 
of the valley, and usually along the hill-sides at some 
height above the stream, to which it descended only once 
or twice. The valley was very pretty, being generally 
deep and more or less rocky, and on the south side well 
wooded. For the first three miles, large patches of snow 
were seen now and then in the most shady parts, more 
than once covering over the stream. The forest pre- 
sented a good deal of variety. Except Picea, all the 
common pines occurred, as well as horse-chesnut, cherry, 
elm, Celtis, Populm dliata, and holly-leaved oak. Fo- 
thergilla was very common all along, and on the latter 
half of the march Quercus lanata and Andromeda ova- 
lifolia made their appearance. The occurrence of these 
trees I regarded as a sure indication that the rains were 
somewhat more heavy than on the west side of the pass, 
and as a confirmation of the view I had taken when in 
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Badarwar, that the climate of that valley was consider- 
ably modified by the occurrence of a high and partially 
snowy range to the eastward. Throughout the day’s 
journey there was a good deal of cultivation, always con- 
siderably above the stream ; and at the village of Deghi, 
at wWch I encamped, at about 6800 feet, the fields of 
wheat were being cut, clearly showing that the climate 
was much milder on the east side of the pass than at the 
same elevation in Badarwar, where they had been still 
quite green two days before. 

On the 6 th of Jime, I again followed the course of the 
valley, at a considerable height on the steep but well- 
cultivated hill-sides overlooking a deep and pretty glen. 
The slopes along which the road ran were bare, or*co- 
vered with scattered brushwood, trees only occmring in 
ravines, but the opposite bank was usually well wooded. 
I encamped at a small village called Buju (just below 
5000 feet), considerably higher than the bottom of the 
valley. The vegetation was in most respects (except the 
occurrence of Fothergilla, which was plentiful) what is 
usual in the neighbourhood of Simla/ ^ similar eleva- 
tions. Several species of the sub-tropi^ belt occurred, 
mixed with the ordinary plants of the ii^iddle zone, such 
as Marlea, Albiszia moUis, Olea cts^idata, Xantho- 
xylon, and others, and in the neighl|^u|Jiood of Buju 
Pinus Imffifolia was common on the side of the 
valley. 

From Badarwar to the summit of the Padri pass, and 
throughout the descent, clay-slate had been the prevail- 
ing rock. It varied much in appearance, and latterly 
it alternated with a conglomerate, and was often very 
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fragile, splitting into thin shaly layers. Near the villi^e 
of Dewar, a hard bluish limestone occurred in consider- 
able quantity, close to the river. 

The general direction of my journey, while descend- 
ing this valley, had been south-east, the elevation of 
the mountains on my left hand having been too great 
to permit me to turn to the north. On this march, 
however, about three miles from its termination, at a 
village called Dewar, I left the road to Chamba, which 
there crosses the stream and proceeds direct over low 
hills to tihe Ravi, while the valley (and my road) 
tximed suddenly to the north-east. A little below 
my camp at Buju, the river resumed its former direc- 
tion, and, uniting itself with a large stream descend- 
ing from the northward, took a southerly course, to join 
the Ravi. 

Along the valley,* which descended from the north, ran 
the road from Chamba to Chatargarh on the Chenab, 
and on the 7th I proceeded in that direction. The two 
streams, at their junction, flowed through an extremely 
deep rocky ravine, *80 that I had several fatiguing ascents 
and descents before 1 succeeded in passing into the valley 
which I wished to ascend. I was, however, gratified, at 
the highest part of the road, where I turned for the first 
time fairly towards the north, by a superb view of the 
snowy range, towards which I was now travelling. On 
the 8th and 10th of June (having halted on the 9th) I 
continued to ascend the valley, encamping on the latter 
day at 8000 feet. During both days, many parts of 
the road were very rocky and difficult, with frequent steep 
ascents. At other times, when it was more level, very 
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long detours were necessary, to pass deep lateral ravines. 
The valley was in general open, and the hilhsides only 
sparingly wooded, though at intervals along the stream, 
there was a fine and dense forest of oaks, horse-chesnut, 
laurels, and Celtis, The ranges of mountains on both 
•sides were tipped with snow, and fi:om my camp of 
the 10th the snowy range in fix)nt appeared so dose, 
that I could scarcely give credence to the assurances of 
my guides that I was still a good day’s journey from its 
base. 

Since I had left Jamu, the weather had been very 
uniform. The morning^ were generally fine, with a 
cloudless sky and little or no wind ; towards the after- 
noon, or if not then, certainly in the evening or during 
the night, clouds collected, and it rained heavily. This 
was of daily occurrence ; sometimes the rain lasted for 
several hours, but before morning the sky was always 
serene. The atmosphere was hazy, as is usually the case 
in the Himalaya during the dry season, before the ac- 
cession of the rains. 

On the 11th, I continued to ascend the valley. At 
the commencement of the march, the hills were bare 
and open, and the vegetation was stiU entirely that of 
the middle zone. There was a good deal of culti- 
vation, and the wheat was still green. After cross- 
ing several ravines, the road began to ascend rapidly 
through a wood of small trees of hoUy-leaved oak, in- 
terspersed with numerous small patches of cultivation. 
Among the com, Adonis eBstivedis, and a number of 
other common Kashmir weeds, were abimdant, and apri- 
cot-trees were commonly planted. By degrees, other 
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trees were mingled with the oaks, and the forest be- 
came very dense, with luxuriant undergrowth of Irtdu 
gofera, ^iraa lAndleyana, and Philadelphus, and a 
vine was Common, climbing up the trunks of the trees. 
Numerous open glades, covered with a luxuriant her- 
baceous vegetation of dock and other rank plants, were 
met with in the forest, which, though not so beautiful, 
a good dead resembled that of Mahasu, near Simla. On 
the opposite and shady side of the valley, the forest 
seemed to be chiefly composed of pines. As the eleva- 
tion increased, silver flr and alpine oak began to appear, 
and soon became the only trees in the forest. ■ The 
ravines were now all full of snow, the oaks were still 
in flower, and there was little or no vegetation under 
their shade, except in swampy places, where a bright 
yellow Caltha and a pink Dentaria were in full flower. 
I encamped at 10,600 feet, on an open grassy spot over- 
looking a deep ravine full of snow, wliich lay between 
me and the snowy range in front. 

On emerging from the forest, which extended close to 
my camp, I found myself surrounded by a truly alpine 
vegetation. Rhododendron campanulatmn, which is cer- 
tainly, when en, masse and in full flower, the pride of our 
northern Indian mountains in early spring, was in vase 
abundance and great beauty. The hills around were 
covered with birch ; Rhododendron lepidotnm, GavJtheria 
trichocarpa, Beutzia corgtnhosa, willows, and many other 
alpme shrubs, covered the rocks, and the moist grassy 
sward of the open spots was adorned with the brilliant 
flowers of Primvla denticulata, CorydaUs Govaniana, 
Gagea, Caltha, and other plants. The sky was brilliantly 
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clear, the very heavy rain of the preceding day having, 
|br the time, quite removed the usual haze, and the view 
from my tent was superb. The last village in the valley 
was many miles behind, and no cultivation was any- 
where in sight. The opposite spurs, which rose, like 
that on which my tent was pitched, abruptly from the 
snowy ravine, were beautifully wooded, up to the limit 
of forest, while all above was covered with snow. 

On the 12 th of June, I crossed the snowy range into 
the valley of the Chenab. At starting, the road lay 
through forest, which covered the precipitous face of the 
rocky hill overhanging the deep ravine above which I had 
encamped. After crossing the ravine, which was full of 
snow, the road ascended a bare steep slope, which was 
swampy and covered with Caltha and Primula. Every 
other part of the face of the hiU was occupied by a dense 
jungle of shrubs, almost impenetrable from the pro- 
strate position which their branches had taken from the 
pressure of the winter’s snow.- Very stunted bushes 
of Quercm semecarpifolia constituted the greater part of 
this shrubby jungle. With it grew Bhododendron cam- 
pamdatum, a cherry, and a -birch, whose silvery trunks 
rose conspicuous above all the others. This dense cover- 
ing of shrubs being confined to the lower part of the 
slope, the road soon rose above its level, and continued 
obliquely along the face of the bare grassy hill, rising 
very gently, and by degrees approaching the line of 
snow. I observed that the line of the highest level of 
trees varied much according to the exposure, being more 
elevated On the shady side than on' slopes exposed to the 
sun. The snow level, as, might have been expected, was 
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extremely indefinite, varying with the degree of inclina- 
tion of the surface, with the absence or presence of tree| 
and , especially with the exposure. On the slope facing 
the south, it was about 12,000 feet, while on that op- 
posite it descended among the trees several hundred feet 
lower. Close to the snow, among rocks and in swampy 
places, the alpine vegetation was extremely luxuriant and 
beautiful. 

After skirting the snow for perhaps half a nule, T 
descended a little to cross a ravine, and* immediately 
after began to ascend rapidly over snow, which was hard 
and firm, so tliat it was traversed without difficulty. 
Tluroughout the whole ascent, there were at intervals 
steep slopes and masses of rock bare of snow, and even 
on the smallest of these spots vegetation was making rapid 
progress, under the encouragement of a powerful 8\m and 
abundant moisture. The plants observed were all alpine : 
among the number were several Prinmlo!, and species of 
Draba, Potentilla, Sibhaldia, Bammculm, and Bedim- 
laris. The ascent continued steady to the top of the 
pass, which was a mass of bare rock, quite free of snow, 
and elevated 14,800 feet. The pass (the name of which 
is Sack JotJi) was a deep depression in the crest of the 
range, which rose on both sides to a considerable height. 
The ridge was a mass of black slate rock, in higlily 
inclined strata, on which no snow lay, and which ab- 
sorbed so much heat from the sun, that a number of 
minute plants were not only vegetating but in full 
floyjer. Pritmda mitmtisdma and a yellow Draba were 
common, and a little Ranmculus and Potentilla, with 
one moss and a species of lichen, also oc-curred more 
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sparingly. The view'from the pass was extensive to the 
pouthward, but to the north entirely intercepted by lofty 
precipitous ridges, distant not more than a nule. The 
morning had been beautiful, but before I reached the 
summit, a high wind had sprung up from the south, 
drifting heavy watery clouds over the crest, from which 
there were slight showers of hail. 

The descent on the north side was over snow, 
commencing a few feet from the rocky crest of the 
pass. After* the first few hundred yards, the snow- 
bed was very steep, and perhaps covered a small glacier. 
Further on, the mountains on both sides closed in so 
as to form a narrow valley, the course of which I 
followed for many miles, before I coidd find a bare 
spot upon which to encamp, nie valley was bounded 
on both sides by exceedingly steep rocky mountains, 
sometimes quite precipitous, which soon became bare 
of snow. After descending rapidly for a considerable 
time, patches of juniper appeared on the hill-sides, suc- 
ceeded by birch, and soon after by a few pines, which, 
from their shape, were, I believe, silver fir. A little 
lower, pines became frequent wherever the mountain- 
sides were not absolutely precipitous ; Picea and Pinas 
eaaceha were -first recognized, and a httle lower down 
Abies Smitbiana : deodar did not appear till I had 
nearly reached the end of the day’s jomney. I en- 
camped at 8500 feet, on the first available bare spot, 
among a few pine-trees. 

From the summit of the pass till within a few hun- 
dred yards of my encampment, snow was continuous 
in the valley along which I descended, covering the 
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stream and the whole of the level portion of the valley 
for many miles after it had melted from the steep sloping 
hills on both sides, on which vegetation was already mak? 
ing rapid progress. This snoW‘bed was not in the least 
icy, but consisted of pure snow, much compressed and 
often dirty. Its slope followed that of the valley, and 
its surface was quite smooth till close to its termination, 
where it was broken up into fragments by the fall of 
portions into the stream below. The greater permanence 
of snow in valleys and ravines than on mountain slopes 
seems to be due to its accumulation there during the 
winter to a great depth by avalanches from both sides. 
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As a great part of luy baggage and some of my 
servants did not reach camp tiU after dark, in the 
evening of the 12th of May, I halted on the 13th. 
I Vi^as encamped in a very narrow valley, on both sides 
of which lofty mountains rose very abruptly. The 
spurs which projected into this ravine were all of very 
peculiar configuration, their northerai face being uni- 
formly quite precipitous, while to the south, though 
still steep, they were green and sloping. I ascended 
on the southern slope of the spur, nearest to my tent, 
to a height of perhaps tSOO feet, withotit obtain- 
ing any extensive view of the valley of the Chenab, 
though I afterwards found that I was not more than 
two miles in a direct line from that river, but that the 
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rocky mountains right and left, retaining their elevation 
till they were close to it, completely inteiTupted the view 
in every direction, except directly do\^ the ravine, where 
a small portion of the snow-topped moimtains beyond 
the river was visible. 

Erom the great elevation of the mountains which I 
had. just crossed, I was prepared to find a marked 
change in the aspect of tlie vegetation, and I was not 
disappointed. The steep slopes were eovered with a 
most luxuriant herbage, above two feet in height. A 
tall panicled Bhemn was very eommon, and numerous 
Umbellifem, Silene injlata. Geranium, and Pieris aqui- 
liiut were abundant. The most remarkable plant, how- 
ever, from the extreme quantity in which it ocemred, 
was an Asphodclaceous plant {Eremurm, Bieb.), the long 
scapes of which, Irom four to five feet in height, covered 
the hill-sides in countless myriads. These scapes were 
clothed, for nearly half their length, with a profusion 
of elegant white flowers, very slightly tinged with a 
pale yellowish green. I met; during the day, with most 
of the characteristic plants of the Kunawar flora; as 
instances, I may mention Ephedra, Bictamnm, Rosa 
Wehhiana, Eianthus, and Scutellaria orientalis. The 
arboreous vegetation was much the same as on the 
other side of the pass. The right side of the ravine 
was well clothed with pines, of all the four ordinary 
species ; the left side was usually bare, the northern 
faces of the spurs, which are generally wooded, being too 
precipitous, but in the hollows there were a few small 
clumps of trees, principally pine, walnut, and sycamore. 

On the 14th of June 1 resumed my journey. The 
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ravine in front was pronounced by my guides impracti- 
cable, and, as I afterwards saw, not without reason, as it 
gained the Chcnab by ninning down an almost precipitous 
rocky slope between 1200 and 1500 feet in height. The 
road ascended the steep hills to the right rather abruptly, 
inclining to the north at the same time, till it gradually 
wound round the northern angle of the mountain range 
which formed the side of the ravine, when I foimd my- 
self looking down on the valley of the Chenab from a 
height of about 3000 feet above the bed of 'the river. 
Unfortimatcly the day was foggy, with a light drizzling 
rain, or no doubt the view would have been magnificent. 
After rounding this rocky angle, the road ran parallel 
to the Clienab, but in a direction contrary to its course, 
and continued to rise very gently among shady forests, 
with scattered patches of snow. I conjectured at the 
time that an immediate descent was prevented by pre- 
cipices below ; and I afterwards ascertained from the 
opposite side of the river that such was the case. After 
about a mile and a half an extremely abrupt descent 
commenced, at first through dense forest, but afterwards 
among numerous fields and scattered houses, constituting 
a large village between 8000 and 9000 feet in elevation. 
tVuit-trees M'ere abundant, principally walnut, of which 
there were many magnificent trees. The crops of wheat 
were not yet in car. 

Below the village lands the road entered a forest of 
deodar, and continued to descend rapidly. The deodars 
continued nearly to the river, a few hundred feet only at 
the lowest part being covered with high brushwood, 
principally consisting of Fotker</illa. The Chenab (or 
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Chandrabhaga, as it is always called' in the mountains) 
is a noble-looking, rapid stream, running through a deep 
rocky channel. It is crossed at a considerable height 
above the water by a good and substantial wooden 
bridge, from which the course of the valley could be seen 
both up and down, to a considerable distance ; and in 
both directions the river flows between lofty ranges of 
mountains, generally very rocky and precipitous, and 
often finely wooded. I did not determine the elevation 
of the bed of the river, but believe that it may safely be 
stated to be about 7000 feet. After crossing the Chenab 
the road ascended very abruptly to the village of Pargwal, 
in which I encamped, at an elevation of about 8500 feet. 
On the loAver pai’t of the ascent the forest was much 
more luxuriant than on the opposite side, and than it 
usually is on slopes facing the south : this was caused by 
the gi’eat depth and narrowness of the ravine through 
which the river flowed. 

This day’s march was rendered unpleasant by rain, 
which commenced about seven a.m., and continued to 
fall steadily till near sunset ; the sky being completely 
overcast, and the day nearly calm. It was, however, 
very gentle, so that the quantity which fell during the 
day was beyond a doubt much less than would have 
fallen with constant rain for an equal length of time in 
the outer ranges of mountains, where no snowy range is 
interpos,ed to stop the rain-clouds. It did notrain again 
while I continued in the valley; still one day’s expe- 
rience would of itself be quite insufficient to warrant any 
conclusion, were it not that the inhabitants describe the 
climate as tolerably dry. Their account is, that the rains 
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(Miniinue lightly at intervals for about a month from the 
middle of June, after which they cease entirely. I have 
already pointed out that the climate of lower Kunawar is 
precisely the same in character, and these two valleys are 
equally similar in situation with respect to the mountain 
ranges. 

I' had reached the Chenab at a point a good deal 
higher up than Chatargarh, from which place the most 
frequented road into the Zanskar valley turns to the 
north. There is, I beheve, another pass a good deal 
more to the eastward, the road to which leaves the 
Chenab not far from the place where I crossed it ; but I 
was informed that it is at all times extremely difficult, 
and that the season was still too early to attempt it. I 
therefore proceeded, on the 15th and 16th of June, 
down the right bank of the Chenab, through an exceed- 
ingly mountainous country, and generally at a great 
height above the stream, but with frequent descents to 
cross lateral torrents. The mountains to the north were 
generally crested with snow, and dipped very abruptly 
to the river. The north-west face of each ridge was 
invariably precipitous, so that all the descents along 
the road were abrupt, rooky, and difficult. Many vil- 
lages were met with in the valley, and much cultiva- 
tion usually high up on the sides of the mountains. 
Poplars (JP. nigra and alhci) and apricots were commonly 
planted, but the favourite fruit-tree seemed to be the 
walnut. I did not see any vines cultivated. On both 
days the scenery was extremely fine, varying with every 
turn of the valley ; at t^es the view from the top of 
the scarped precipices, which were frequent, was of the 
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grandest jwssible description. The south side of ’the 
valley, where not absolutely precipitous, was covered with 
forest, most frequently of pine ; and on the north side, 
on which the road lay, though the upper parts were often 
bare and grassy, or only covered with brushwood, yet 
the banks of the river were usually well wooded, and all 
the ravines, which were deep and shady, were filled with 
a dense forest of deodar, horse-chesnut, hazel, sycamore, 
birch, and Fothergilla, with many other trees. Pinm 
Gerardiana, which may be looked upon as more cha- 
racteristic of a moderately dry climate than any other 
tree. Inasmuch as it wiU not flourish where the rains are 
at all Imavy, was extremely common. On the 16th a 
great part of the road lay through an extensive wood, of 
a species of oak (§. Ilex), which I had only before seen 
in Kunawar, where it is not uncommon. 

On the 16th I encamped at the village of Asdhari, at 
an elevation of 8800 feet, and nearly 2000 feet above 
the river. On the 16th my halting-place was Shol, a 
large village close to the Chenab, with an extensive tract 
of cultivation, quite bare of trees, except a few cherries. 
The elevation of my tent was here about 6900 feet : it 
was not more than fifty feet above the river. Opposite 
the village, on the south bank of the river, under a cliff 
which screened it from the rays of the sun, there was a 
very large patch of snow. 

The early part of my march of the 17th was still along 
the Chenab, through fine shady forest, for about three 
miles, rising to the height of about 1000 feet, and again 
descending close to the wtrfil’s edge. The road then 
continued nearly on level with the stream, and became 
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very rocky and difficult, planks of wood or rough bridges 
being Md in some places from rock to rock to effect a 
PMsage. Below this narrow rocky part of the, channel 
the valley widened out on the north side into an open 
sandy plmn, watered by a krge tributary stream, de- 
scending from the north. Close to this stream lay the 
small fort of Chatargarh, the residence of the Thannadar 
of the valley, and of a small garrison of soldiers. The 
Butna, which here joins the Chenab, and up which my 
road lay, is a large impetuous stream. I crossed it a 
short way above the fort, by a good bridge, and, follow- 
ing its right bank for abou|,.|wo miles tluough oak forest, 
encau^ed at the village of®ffli|^i- 

The flora of the valley of the Chenab, as far as my 
road ky along it, continued to agree in most respects 
with that of Kunawar. As I descended the river, there 
were some indications of an approach to the vegetation 
of the outer Himalaya; but the number of species 
belonging to that flora which appeared was not great. 
A Zizy^hm common in the lower Sutlej and in Kashmir, 
the common pomegranate, and a shrubby Bemiodium, 
were those noted. This gradual transition in the charac- 
ter of the vegetation occurs equally in Kunawar ; and as 
both the Sutlej and the Chenab commence their course 
in an arid climate, and enter the plains under the full 
influence of the rains, it is quite in accordance with what 
might be expected to happen. The change is in both 
valleys extremely gradual, and appears to be directly 
proportional to the dhninished elevation of the mountains 
which run parallel to the Wfeta on the south.* 

^ A species of vine was vejy common in the forests, climbing to a. 
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On th^ ISth of June my road again lay up the valley 
of the Butna, usually close to the stream, partly through 
bare country, with scattered bushes of TSizyphm and 
Daphne, but mostly through very beautiful forest of oak, 
alder, borse-chesnut, and ash. The river varied much in 
character; but for the most part it flowed with great 
rapidity over a rocky channel, and in one place formed 
a cataract of some size. More than once, however, 
and always above the most rapid parts, it was tranquil, 
though still swift, and flowed between gravelly islands. 
The hills on both sides were steep and lofty, and after 
the first two miles, patches snow occurred in every 
ravine. I passed several '^fi^es and a good deal of cul- 
tivation, and encamped at Chishot, at about 8200 feet 
above the level of the sea. 

Next day, at starting, the road lay through pine-forests 
for about two miles, the elevation rapidly increasing. At 
about that distance, there was a very long rapid or cata^ 
ract, with a fall of several hundred feet within a space 
of 150 or 200 yards. At the lower end of the rapid, 
the river disappeared under a snow-bed, which formed an 
arch across it from bank to bank. Above, the stream was 
wide and tranquil, and the pine-forest ceasing, the road 
entered an open valley, with much cultivation around 
the village of Himor. Along the water-courses by 
which the lands of this village were irrigated, there, was 

great height on the trees, which very closely resembled the common 
cultivated vine, from which it is not, I think, spetafically distinct. At 
die same time, my specimens are scarcely distinguishable from 
Vitii Indica, L., a species of the pjJiins of India, not uncommon in 
hot jangles, even at a considerable distance from the foot of the 
mountains. 
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a good- d^ of swampy ground, in which grew Par- 
mmia, Polygmtm vivipanm, an Orchis not unlike 0. 
UtUfdia, a Triglochin, and some Carices, all Kunawar 
species. Beyond the village, the valley continued open 
and bare; but was very rocky, and covered with 
large boulders. There was no wood, except in the ra- 
vines, which were occupied by groves of poplar (P. 
ciliata) and walnut; a few trees of the same and of 
birch being scattered over the hill-sides. No oak or 
Gerard’s pine was seen during the day. The herba- 
cecais vegetation on the open sunny banks was very 
lu^turiant, and the species were mostly the same as I 
have recorded in a similar situation, and at the same 
elevation, on the 13th, after descending from the Sach 
pass. I must except the Eremums^ then so abundant, 
which was here entirely wanting. There were also a few 
novelties. Large tracts were covered with a tall fern 
{Eteris aquilina?). After passing through the cultivated 
lands of a second village, and crossing some snow-beds,, 
the road entered a wood of stunted deodars, and, turn- 
ing to the left, proceeded up the more northerly of two 
ravines, into which the valley here divided. That to 
the south, which in direction was a continuation of the 
valley, was filled vrith forest, but the one up which the 
road turned was steep and stony, and contained only a 
few scattered trees of birch, hazel, and popkr. After a 
march of about eight miles, I encamped on an open 
level spot, where there were a few fields, and one or ’ 
two huts, at present iminhabited, at an elevation of 
10,500 feet. ■ ' 

On the 30th, I proceeded further up fhe same valley,- 
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ascending gently but steadily. Tie valley was open and 
bounded on both sides by steep rocky mountains, those 
on the right partially wooded with birch, on the other side 
quite "bare. Behind, beyond the point from which I had the 
day befiwe turned abruptly to the left, rose a lofty snowy 
peak, very steep and rocky ; in front, only a very small 
portion of the snowy range which I was rapidly ap- 
proaching could be seen. The stream was for the most 
part covered with snow, and the road crossed numerous 
snow-beds. At first, the lull-sides were rounded and 
covered with vegetation, but very soon the road became 
rocky, and was covered as yesterday with enormous 
boulders, evidently indicative of a former glacier. These 
were all gneiss, which rock also occurred H situ, as 
had been the case ever since I had left Chatargarh, 
where it replaced the clay-slate, which had been com- 
mon on the banks of the Chenab. After walking for 
about two miles among these huge masses of rock, 1 
suddenly emerged into open country, and, after de- 
scending a few feet, entered a level plain, neai'ly two 
miles in length and at least half a mile in width, partly 
covered with snow stretching down from the ravines 
on each side. This plain appeared to have been at 
one time the bed of a small lake ; and as its lower end 
was crossed by an evident moraine, it seems probable 
that a glacier had at some former period crossed the 
valley and dammed up the channel of the stream. Small 
' groves of willow of two distinct species, one twelve to 
fifteen feet high, the other not above two or three, were 
scattered over this plain. The surface, where free from 
snow, was usually grassy, and near the lower end very 
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swampy. The snow had evidently very recently covered 
the whole surface, as few plants were yet in flower, 
except a bright blue gentian in the marshy parts, and 
a viscid Cermtium; on the gravel. A species of rhu- 
barb was abundant on the banks surrounding this 
plain, and its acid leaf-stalks were eagerly eaten by the 
men who carried my luggage. The road traversed the 
whole length of this level tract, and, at its upper end, 
crossed two low ridges of boulders, evidently moraines. 
Beyond these lay another plain, much more barren and 
desolate-looking than the previous one, the greater part 
being still covered with snow. Those parts from which 
the snow had melted were gravelly, with scarce a vestige 
of vegetation. I encamped on the last bare spot of 
this plain, close to extensive snow-beds, from below 
which the stream flowed, and about a mile from th6 
end of a large glacier which filled up the end of the 
valley, but was cut off abruptly at the commencement 
of the open plain. The elevation of my tent was 11,400 
feet. The plain on which I was encamped was sur- 
rounded on all sides by lofty mountains, all extremely 
steep and mgged. Those to the south and east were co- 
vered with snow to the very base, but to the north little 
or no snow was visible, the hills close at hand rising so 
abruptly that they entirely excluded the view of the 
ranges behind. The southern slopes from the base to 
the height of about 1000 feet were covered with birch- 
trees, still quite leafless, except a few on the edge of the 
plain, which were beginning to throw out buds, the snow 
having melted round their roots. ' 

On the 2l8t of June I continued my jourdey over ti^ 
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snow-bed close to which I had encamped, in the direc- 
tion of the end of the glacier. While stiU several 
hundred yards distant from it, the road turned 
abruptly to the left, ascending a very steep stony hill, 
which formed the side of a lateral ravine descending 
from the north. When I had ascended a few hmidred 
feet, I obtained an excellent view of the glacier which 
occupied the valley below. Its surface, from the great 
slope of the valley, was extremely irregular, and to all 
appearance quite impassable, from the numerous fissures 
which traversed it in every direction, and the irregular 
pinnacles of ice which rose above its surface. It was 
terminated abruptly by a perpendicular cfifF, which 
projected more in the centre than on the sides, and 
was much and deeply fissured both horizontally and 
perpendicularly. The glacier was in parts covered with 
masses of boulders and gravel, on which lay a sprink- 
ling of snow in small patches. The lateral moraines 
were well marked, being much higher than the siuface 
of the glacier, and separated by a deep fissure from the 
rocky wall of the valley. Immediately in front of the 
termination of the glacier, the surface of the plain was 
free from snow ; munerous boulders of large size were 
scattered over it, and large masses of ice, evidently frag- 
ments of the glacier, lay among them. 

The ascent of the lateral ravine continued steep, some- 
times over rock, often over what appeared to be an 
ancient moraine, and now and then over grassy sward, 
adorned with numerous alpine- plants in full flower. 
Among these was a little Iris, which I had seen the day 
befijfe in fruit* PodophyUum, FritiUaria, and a pretty 

2 A 
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rose-coloured Pedicularia. There were a few stunted 
bushes of birch on the first part of the ascent, but they 
were soon left behind. After ascending about 1500 feet, 
I passed a singular-looking little circular plain, perhaps 
half a mile in diameter, stiU covered with snow. The 
road lay on the left of this plain over a hill of boulders. 
It now ascended very rapidly, and soon reached another 
glacier, the termination of which was extremely oblique, 
being prolonged much further on the right or south-east 
side of the ravine than on the other. The slope of the 
valley was so extremely abrupt, that the surface 6f the 
glacier was fissured in a most extraordinary manner ; 
and it was still paitiaUy covered with snow. The road 
ascended over the moraine which lay between the gla- 
cier and the wall of the valley, generally at a great 
height above the level of the ice. In the crevices of the 
stones one or two plants still fingered : Primula mimtis- 
aima was in flower, and a little Sedum and a dwarf wil- 
low {S. repena, L.) were beginning to expand their buds. 
My day’s march amounted to about five miles, and I 
encamped upon the moraine on a level piece of ground 
just large enough to hold my tent, and close to the gla- 
cier. The temperature of boiling water indicated an 
elevation of about 14,600 feet. All around was snow 
and ice, except one steep sloping bank facing the south, 
on the most sheltered comer of which my baggage porters 
established themselves. 6n this bank vegetation had 
already made considerable progress : at least a dozen 
species were in flower, of which the most abundant were 
a rose-coloured Polygonum, a Poientilla, and Manunculua, 
and, most abundant of all, a beautiful blue Gymnandra. 
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The surface of the glacier opposite to my tent was 
much covered with debris, and many large boulders 
were imbedded in the ice, which was very much fissured, 
rising into sharp pinnacles. As the day advanced, it was 
traversed by numerous rills of water, and the sound of 
falling stones was heard in every direction. 

I had hitherto been extremely fortunate in weather, 
considering the season ; but just at sunset, a few light 
clouds having first appeared in the south horizon, the 
sky became suddenly ovci*cast, and light snow began 
to fall. Very little fell during the night, but at day- 
break on the 23nd of June, just as I was preparing 
to start, it began to snow rather heavily. 1 had un- 
fortunately no choice but to proceed. The place in 
which I was encamped was not at all adapted for a 
resting-place duiing a heavy fall of snow ; and arrango 
inents had already been made for the relief of the bag- 
gage porters who had come with me, by a party of 
Zanskaries at the top of the pass on this day. 

The first part of the ascent lay up the moraine parallel 
to the glacier, and was extremely steep for nearly 1 000 
feet of perpendicular elevation, up to the top of the very 
abrupt ravine in wliich I had been encamped. Beyond 
tliis, the valley widened considerably ; and as its slope 
was now very gentle, the glacier was quite smooth, anil 
the path lay over its surface, which was covered by a 
considerable layer (five or six inches) of last winter’s 
snow, as well as by a sprinkling of that which had fallen 
during the night. The ice was a good deal fissured, but 
in general the fissures were not more than a few inches 
in width ; a few only were as much as two feet. The 

2 A 2 
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road continued for two or three miles over the surface of 
the glacier, wliich gradually widened out as I advanced. 
Its upper part was expanded into an icy plain of great 
width, bounded by a semicircular arch of precipitous 
rocks, except where three ravines descended into it, down 
which three narrow glaciers flowed to contribute a sup- 
ply of ice to the vast mass in the bay. On the smooth 
ice beloAv, central moraines were very visible, and could 
be distinctly traced to the rocks by which the three 
smaller glaciers Avere separated. A great part of these 
central moraines Avere covered with snow ; but now and 
then an immense detaclied boulder of gneiss was seen, 
supported by a column of clear blue ice, veined with 
horizontal white bands, by wliich it was raised high above 
the surface of the glacier, and the snow which covered it. 

The three branches which united to form this grand 
sea of ice were very steep, and consequently much fis- 
sured and fractured. The road lay up that to the right, 
ascending by the moraine to the left of the glacier, the 
surface of the ice being quite impracticable. This ascent, 
which I estimated at the time to amount to at least 1 000 
feet, was exceedingly steep and laborious, as beneath a 
thin layer of fresh snow it was covered with hard frozen 
snow, on which the footing was quite insecure. On at- 
taining the summit of this steep ascent, I found the 
surface of the glacier much more smooth, the inclination 
of the bed of the ravine having suddenly changed ; it 
was now, however, covered with a layer of snow several 
feet thick, which probably tended to render small in- 
equalities of surface unobservable. I was now in a 
wide valley or basin, the rocky hills on both sides rising 
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precipitously to a height of from 200 to 1000 feet above 
the level of the snow. After perhaps two miles of 
gradual ascent, these rocky walls gradually closing in 
united in a semicircle in front, and the road passed 
through a gorge or fissure in the ridge, to the crest of 
which the snow-bed had gradually sloped up. This 
fissme, which was not more than two feet in width, was 
the pass, but when I reached it, snow was falling so 
thickly that I could not see ten yards in any direction. 
I therefore remained only long enough to ascertain that 
the boiling-point of water was 180'3° indicating an ele- 
vation of at least 18,000 feet. 

The commencement of the descent was very rapid 
down a narrow gorge, into which the fissure at the top 
widened by degrees. The fresh snow, which had fallen 
to the depth of at least a foot, was quite soft and yield- 
ing, so that great caution was required. After four or 
five hundred yards, the slope became more gradual and 
the ravine considerably wider. The road was now evi- 
dently over the smhtce of a glacier. The mountains on 
both sides were extremely rocky, rugged, and jirecipitous. 
Each lateral ravine brought an additional streajn of ice to 
swell that in the central one ; and on each lateral glacier 
there was a moraine which had to be crossed. Further 
on, the slope again increasing, the road left the surface 
of the glacier, and ascended the moraine by its side. 
This was at first covered with deep snow, both old and 
fresh ; but as I advanced I found the old snow only in 
patches, but covered with a layer of new. At last I 
reached a point at which the snow melted as it fell, and 
not long after the glacier stopped abruptly, a consider- 



358 IMMENSE GLACIER. \Jme, 

able stream issuing from beneath the perpendicular wall 
by which it terminated. 

Beyond the end of the glacier the valley continued very 
steep. It was several hundred feet across, and covered • 
with loose stones of various sizes, over which the stream 
ran in a wide shallow channel. Lower dovra, the bed of 
the rivulet became contracted and rocky, and I crossed 
to its right bank over a natural bridge consisting of one 
large stone, ten or twelve feet long, which had fallen so 
as to lie across the rocky channel. Advancing a few 
paces beyond this bridge, I suddenly found myself at the 
end of the ravine, and overlooking a unde valley many 
hundred feet below, filled by an enormous glacier de- 
scending from the left. This glacier was completely 
covered with a mass of debris, which entirely concealed 
the ice, and from its enormous dimensions must have 
had a very distant source. I had no means at the time 
of determining with accuracy either its width or depth, 
nor do I find any estimate of it '(except in superlatives) 
in my notes made on the spot ; I cannot, therefore, at 
this distance of time, venture to give any exact dimen- 
sions : I can only say that it much exceeded in size 
any that I have before or since had an opportunity of 
seeing. 

It was just at the termination of the upper ravine that 
the first traces of vegetation were observed : till reach- 
ing this point the rocks and gravel had been quite bare. 
The first plant observed was Primula mimtissima; the 
only other in flower was a large purple-coloured Crud- 
fera (a speejes of Parryd), but leaves of several others 
vrere beginning to expand. 
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The road did not descend at once into the large valley, 
but, turning abruptly to the right, ran parallel to the 
glacier but high above it on the rocky mountain-side, 
for nearly a mile, gradually descending so as to reach 
the bottom of the valley just as the glacier ended. The 
valley beyond its termination was wide and stony, and I 
encamped among h number of very large boulders about 
half a mile further on. The elevation of my camp was 
13,800 feet, so that I had descended upwards of 4000 
feet from the top of the pass. I found that the inhabi- 
tants on the two sides of the pass knew it by different 
names, those of Padar, on the south, calling it the Bardar 
pass, while to the Zanskaries it is known as Umasi La. 

The morning of the 23rd of June was bright and clear, 
but intensely frosty. The valley in which 1 was en- 
camped was enclosed by lofty mountains covered with 
much snow, though on the level ground there were 
only a few patches. The road lay down the valley, 
which soon became narrow and* stony, and the descent 
somewhat rapid. The gromid was at first quite bare, 
and devoid of any sort of vegetation, except here and 
there on the bank of the stream, where, close to the 
water’s edge, a small patch of green was occasionally to 
be seen. The narrowest parts of the ravine were occu- 
pied by large snow-beds, entirely covering the rivulet, 
but at intervals the valley widened out into a gravelly 
plain. After about a mile, some vegetation began to 
appear, and after four or five miles it became plentiful. 
The banks of the stream, in the wide and gravelly parts, 
were fringed with dwarf willows just bursting into leaf. 
Primula minutissma was plentiful in the crevices of the 
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stones, and I met with many plants scattered about, of 
which none hut the very earliest were yet in flower. Two 
or tliree species only could be identified with the plants 
of the Indian side of the pass ; the majority were quite 
difierent. Liihospernmi^ Evchromon of Royle, and the 
Parrya first seen the day before, were among the com- 
monest species ; several other Crucifer m were also seen, 
as well as a Genii ana, one or two Astragali, a species of 
Meconopsis, a small Gagea, Ephedra, and Nepeta glu- 
tinosa. Species of Artemisia, Cgnoglossmi and other 
Boraginece, of Polggonmn and Bheim, though not in 
flower, were recognizable, but the greater number of 
plants were only beginning to vegetate. As I descended, 
a few slimbs of Lonicera hispida and of Bosa Wehhiam 
(the Tibet rose) were met with, but all very stunted. 

The valley continued to descend, and the snow soon 
receded to some distance up the mountain-sides. At last 
I came to a single habitation, a little monastery in- 
habited by one Lama, •and built under the precipitous 
rocks on the left side of the valley. A very small patch 
of cultivation lay on the bank of the stream just below 
it ; the com was not more than two or three inches 
high. A little farther on, the road suddenly turned into 
a much larger and more open valley, watered by a con- 
siderable stream, which ran through a wide, open, gravelly 
channel, from which long and very slightly inclined gra- 
velly slopes extended on both sides to the base of the 
mountains. , The stream proved to be the western branch 
of the Zanskar river. To the north-westward of the 
point where I entered its valley, its upward course was 
visible for eight or ten miles, all the way through an 
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open gravelly plain. Several villages and a good deal 
of cultivation were seen in that direction, on the slopes 
descending from the mountains. 

My road lay to the eastward down the valley, partly 
through cultivated lands, pfd^tly over barren gravelly or 
stony plains, and often over grassy meadows on the banks 
of the river. Wheat, barley, and peas were the crops 
cultivated, all only a few inches in height. Round 
the fields and on the banks of the water-courses a luxu- 
riant herbage was beginning to spring up, which con- 
trasted strongly with the sterility of the stony plains. 
The fields were quite flat and generally unenclosed, the 
valley being too level to require terracing ; small canals 
conducted water for irrigation to every field. The vil- 
lages were all small and bare, and during the day I saw 
only a single tree — a small poplar — in a garden or en- 
closure at one of the last villages through which I passed, 
before halting for the day. I encamped, after a march 
of at least twelve miles, near the village of Markfin, on 
a fine grassy plain close to the river, the banks of which 
were lined by a few bushes of Myricaria and Hijajjophaii. 
The»elevation of my tent was 12,100 feet. 

In the valley of the Chenab the prevailing rock had 
everywhere been clay-slate, but where I turned up the 
valley of the Butna it was replaced by gneiss, which 
continued to form the whole mountain-mass on both 
sides of the Umasi pass, so far as I could infer the 
natare of their structure from the boulders brought 
down by glaciers. On the earlier part of this day’s 
journey, the gneiss gave place again to mica-slate and 
clay-slate; but in the wide valley, where no rock was 
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seen in situ, the boulders were all composed of gneiss, 
and had probably, therefore, been transported from the 
upper part of the mountains. 

On the 24th of June I continued my journey to 
Padum, which is considered the capital of Zanskar. 
My road lay still east, down a wide, open plain. The 
mountains on the north side of the valley were not to 
appearance very lofty, and were merely tipped with 
snow ; those to the south were much higher and had a 
great deal of snow, which, however, did not come within 
perhaps 1500 feet of the plain. There was no snow in 
the plain itself, which had a width of from two to 
four miles. Cultivated tracts were frequent, occurring 
wherever water was easily procurable for irrigation, but 
the greater part of the surface was dry, barren, and 
stony, producing scarcely any herbage. The river ran 
through a wide, gravelly bed, and was divided into nu- 
merous channels. It was often fringed with low jimgle 
of Myricaria and Hippophae, two shrubs which, though 
not entirely confined to Tibet, are most abundant in 
every part of that country up to nearly 14,000 feet, in the 
gravelly beds of streams. In some places the banks of the 
stream were very low and swampy, and covered with turf. 
About half-way down the plain the different branches of 
the river united into one, which ran with a swift im- 
petuous current over the boulders which formed its bed, 
the melting of the snow on the mountains having brought 
down a very large body of water. At this point it was 
crossed by a rope-bridge, leading to a large village on 
the left bank. A little further on I passed through a 
considerable village, with extensive cultivated lands, and 



PADTJM. 


363 


1848.] 

a large well-built monastery, in which, I beheve, Csoma 
de Koros resided while in Zanskar. The road then made 
a considerable detour to the south, to the base of the 
mountains, to reach a bridge over a lateral stream now 
so much swollen as to be unfordable. After cro’ssing 
this stream by a good wooden bridge, the road entered 
an open grassy plain sloping imperceptibly from the 
mountains towards the river, at the south-east angle of 
which lay the town or village of Padum. 

Padum, which was at one time the principal place in 
Zanskar, is, though now much decayed, still considered 
as sxich, probably both from its central situation and 
from the garrison of Gulab Singh’s troops being estab- 
lished near it. It is built on a low hill lying at the 
south-east comer of a wide open plain which surrotmds 
the junction of two large streams which hero unite to 
form the Zanskar river. Of these, one descending from 
the south runs through a rocky and barren country, which 
contains, I was informed, but few and small villages. It is 
that to which Moorcroft, who crossed it near its source, 
has given the name of Zanskar ; and as it appears to the 
eye the larger stream of the two, it will probably be found 
entitled to retain the name, although the district watered 
by the western branch, which runs gently tlirough an 
open country, is much more fertile and populous. The 
junction of these two streams takes place four or five 
miles north of Padum. The plain is partly low and 
partly a platform nearly a hundred feet above the level 
of the rivers. 

Entirely secluded by lofty ranges of snowy mountains 
from the approach of any moisture-bringing winds, the 
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valley of Zanskar has an absolutely Tibetan climate. 
Tree vegetation is entirely wanting, and the mountains 
and plains are dry, barren, and desolate. At the same 
time, from the dryness of the summer, the powerful in- 
fluence of the sun induces here, as elsewhere in Tibet, a 
much milder climate than prevails at an equal elevation 
witliin the influence of the periodical rains, for in no 
part of the Indian portion of the mountains does any 
cultivated valley exist at an elevation of 12,000 feet 
above the level of the sea. The extent of open country 
is more considerable in this portion of the Zanskar val- 
ley than elsewhere in the basin of the Indus. Villages 
also are frequent, particularly in the lower part, and the 
cultivated lands of many of them are extensive. The 
alluvial platforms are of great extent, and so nearly 
level, that no terracing is required for purposes of irri- 
gation. On this account, and from the total want of 
fences, the appearance of the plain is remarkable, and 
very different from that usual around Tibetan villages. 
At the period of my visit, the crops were only a few 
inches in height, and the whole population were busy in 
the fields, irrigating them and keeping out straggling 
cattle. The inhabitants, in appearance, manners, and 
mode of life, are the same as those of Ladak; their 
language and religion too are the same, as far as I could 
learn. 

The change of climate was, as a matter of course, 
accompanied by an almost total change of vegetation, 
which had assumed entirely the Tibetan character. 
Scarcely more than a fourth, on a rough estimate, of the 
species observed, were the same as grew on the Indian 
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side of the pass. Of these, a very few were cosmopo- 
litan or widely-diffused plants. Such were Tltynvm Ser- 
pyllwm, Plantago Asiatica, Taraxacum, Veronica biloba, 
Medicago lupulina, and Polggonum aviculare or a closely- 
allied species. The greater number were species of the 
dry climate, which, from being capable of bearing a cer- 
tain quantity of moisture, vegetate also in the first val- 
leys on the opposite side of the pass, though quite in- 
capable of living under the full influence of the rains : 
as instances, I may mention Rosa Webbiana, Mgricaria, 
■Hippophae, Ephedra, Aquilegia Moorcroftiana, and se- 
veral Astragali. 

Excluding both J;hese classes, more than two-thirds of 
the plants were entirely different from those which 
flourish on the Indian side. The season was early spring, 
so that a great part of the vegetation was still dormant, 
but it was making rapid strides under the influence of a 
powerful sun, particularly in the neighbourhood of the 
town of Padum, which appeared to be the Avarmest nook 
in the valley. The dry, barren tracts, wdiich constitute 
the greater part of the surface, produced mmierous, 
generally dwarf species of Roragincce and Cruci/erae. 
Three Potentilla were common, one of them P. anserina. 
Near the river there was a more luxuriant vegetation. 
Rank species of Heracleum, Astragalus, Scrophularia, 
Matthiola, and Eurotia Avere coming into flower under 
the shelter of walls and bushes. In richer soil a species 
of Hgosegamus, with pale yellow trumpet-shaped flowers 
{Belenia of Decaisne), was common, while around the 
fields grew species of Geranium, Cgnoglossum, Nepeta, 
and Astragalus. Except a little Poa, no grasses were 
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yet in flower, but several small Cyperacece formed dense 
patches of turf. The meadows close to the edge of the 
river were invariably swampy, and had a peculiar vege- 
tation of their own, consisting of two species of Tri~ 
glochin, a white-flowered Taraxacum, a little Primula, 
Ranunculus Cymbalaria, and Glaux, with Hippuris and 
Utriadaria in the pools of water. 
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]lope bridge across Zanskar riv^r — ^Tongde — Zangla — Road leaves 
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Small glacier — Kardong — Kalsar — Vegetation — Diskit — Passage of 
Shayuk river— Upper Nubra — Vegetation of Nubra — Hot spring at 
Panamik. 


I REMAINED at Padum two days, to make inquiries as to 
the road and arrangements for porters and supplies. On 
the 27th of June, I commenced my journey towards the 
Indus. The road lay down the valley of Zanskar, cross- 
ing the eastern branch of that river opposite the town of 
Padum, by a rather inseciu’e-looking rope-bridge, high 
above the stream, which was deep, rapid, and muddy. 
The rope, as is usual in Tibet, was formed of willow 
twigs. After crossing this bridge, I followed the right 
bank of the stream in a north-easterly direction, princi- 
pally over dry, desert, stony plains, considerably elevated 
above the river. These high banks were composed of 
fine clay, winch was occasionally quite pure, but more 
frequently contained numerous fragments of a black slate 
rock. These were especially abundant where lateral ra- 
vines descended from the mountains, while in the int«p- 
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vening spaces the clay was comparatively free of them. 
The same black slate cropped out in situ irr several 
places along the bank of the river ; and from the nume- 
rous boulders everywhere scattered over the surface of 
the platform, it appeared to be the prevailing rock in the 
mountains on the right. The platforms usually termi- 
nated abruptly, being either scarped or sloping very 
steeply towards the river. A strip of low, wet, grassy 
ground, which was more or less covered with lEppophae 
jungle, was generally interposed between the chffs and 
the river. When this was absent, the steep slopes were 
barren till close to the water’s edge. On the left bank 
of the river, after the first two miles, the table-land 
saidc, an extensive low plain forming a tongue irf land 
between the two branches. On this low land, close to 
the eastern river, and about two miles from the town of 
Padum, lay the fort occupied by the military force of 
the valley: a small square, with fom round bastions. 
After marching nine or ten miles, I encamped at a small 
village called Tongde, among undulating clay hills, by 
which the view of the river and valley was excluded. 
Nearly opposite, a mile or two below the junction of tl^e 
two rivers, was Karsha, at present the largest town in 
Zanskar : it lies in a ravine at a considerable distance 
from the river, and, from the steepness of the slope on 
which it is builf, presents rather an imposing appear- 
ance. The level tract intervening between the town and 
the river was covered with cultivation. 

On the 38th, I continued along the valley, but in a 
more northerly direction than the day before. The lofty 
snowy range to the south-west was now finely seen, 
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forming a semicircle of rocky peaks behind Padum. 
The road lay again over dry plains, partly stony, partly 
hard clay ; even the banks of the river were dry and 
stony, without a vestige of turf. The only species 
worthy of note which occurred during the day, in addi- 
tion to the plants common on these barren tracts, was 
Oxytropis chiliophylla ; it was very scarce at the begin- 
ning of the march, but before I had reached half-way it 
had become so abundant that at a distance the ground 
a2)peared of a bright red colour, from the immense abun- 
dance ,of its flowers. Several villages were passed on 
the road, and two considerable streams, both of which 
had excavated deep ravines in the loose conglomerate of 
which tliP plateau was formed. On the latter part of 
the march, the mountains which formed the right side of 
the valley approached close to the river, leaving no pass- 
age along the bank, so that the road made a short steep 
iiscent over loose shingly debris and rocky ground, and 
continued for more than a mile along the face of the 
j'idge. After that distance, it descended to a grassy, 
salin^ very swampy plain, close to the river. I en- 
camped at the village of Zaugla, which lies at the base 
of the mountains, on the upper part of a steep stony 
slope, extending down to the river. 

The alluvial platforms during tliis day’s journey were 
generally of great thickness. This was especially the 
case around Tongde, where the clay formation formed 
considerable hills ; and on the latter part of the march, 
where the mountains advanced nearly to the stream. 
Here high banks of clay were accumulated on the ridges^ 
and were frequently, as in many other parts of Tibet, 
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worn into fantastic shapes by the melting of the snow. 
Near Zangla, too, detached masses were seen clinging 
to the sides of the mountains, at considerable heights, in 
positions which indicated great denudation. 

The result of my inquiries at Padum had been, that 
the lower part of the course of the Zanskar river (which 
1 had hoped I might be able to follow to its junction 
with the Indus) was so rocky and difficult as to be 
impracticable, and that at the present season, when the 
torrents were all swollen by the melting snow, the only 
[uacticable road to the Indus lay through the mountains, 
at a distance from the river. I was now approaching 
the point where the road entered the mountains, and 
could already see that the fine open valley through which 
1 had been travelling was soon to have an end. At 
Zangla it had become sensibly narrower, and the moun- 
tains on both sides, still tipped with snow, were ex- 
tremely rocky and rugged. 

The earlier part of the march of the 29th of June 
was still parallel to the river, partly over table-land, at 
other times through a dense jungle of Hippopliae, which 
covered its low banks, as well as several islands in its 
channel. After about four nules, the road turned sud- 
denly to the right, and, leaving the valley altogether, 
commenced a rapid ascent on the steep slope of the 
mountain. From the point at which the road turned 
off, the Zanskar valley ahead could be seen to narrow 
rapidly, by the closing-in of the mountains. A turn in 
its direction, at the distance of four or five miles, hid 
the further course of the river from view, but the steep 
scarped mountains, which seemed to rise almost per- 
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pendicularly from its bed, left no doubt of the difficult 
nature of the country through which it ran. 

The first part of the ascent was very steep and bare, 
A prickly Statice, in dense round tufts, made its appear- 
ance after the first few hundred feet, accompanied by 
another very common Tibetan plant, which had not been 
met with in the open plain, a species of Oicer, described 
by Bentham as C. microphyllum, if indeed the Siberian 
0. Soovyaricun be not the same species. This plant is 
I’cinarkable, not only for a very viscid exudation, but 
also for its peculiar strong ai’omatic and pungent odour, 
which, except that it is very much more powerful, a good 
deal resembles that of its cidtivated congener C. arie- 
tinmu, the well-known yravi of Upper India. It also 
recalls to mind the smell of the common black currant, 
which, however, is more aromatic and less pungent and 
jicidulous. On the lower part of the ascent the prevail- 
ing rock was limestone, of a dark bluish-grey colour, 
extremely hard, containing many white veins and ciystals 
of calcareous spar ; it closely resembled the hmestone of 
the riangarang pass, and, like it, alternated with horn- 
stone and cherty quartz rock, and with finely laminated 
slates. 

On leaving the bare slope, the road entered a narrow 
ravine, and continued to ascend rapidly along the bank 
of the streamlet which trickled down it. The ravine 
was full of loose angular stones, and had on both sides 
high rocky precipices of limestone and slate. Close to 
the little rivulet, a willow, a Lonicera, and a rose 
grew in great plenty among the loose stones, forming 
a dense bushy mass of green, six or eight feet Mgh, 
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which contrasted strongly with the barrenness of the 
shingle remote from the water, and of the rocky walls 
on either side. The ascent was rapid, and ere long, 
as the elevation increased, the shnibby vegetation dis- 
appeared, and the only plants which grew among the 
loose fragments of slate were a few small alpine species : 
Anemone, Corydalie, TJiermopm, and Androsace, were 
the genera to which these hardy plants belonged. In 
the crevices of the rocks, a large fleshy-leaved saxifrage, 
of the snbgenus Beryenia, was common : it was a dif- 
ferent species from either of the two hitherto described 
from India, as well as from 8. crassifolia of Siberia, and 
was paiticularly interesting as a connecting link between 
these two floras. Turthcr on, the ascent became more 
gentle ; a few small patches of snow were passed, and 
soon after, the road ascended a very steep and shingly 
slope on the north side of the ravine, to the crest of a 
ridge, the elevation of which I estimated at about 15,600 
feet. 

The top of the ridge was rounded, and had more soil, 
and, as a consequence, more vegetation, than the stony 
dell below. Several plants of the valley reappeared, 
particularly lAtho^ertmm Euchronion and a species of 
Cynoglossum, both of which seem to have a wide range 
in altitude. A few new species of Oruciferce and Astra- 
galm were obtained on the ridge. There was a very 
good and extensive view to the north, of mountain be- 
hind mountain, all bare and desolate; but in every 
other direction ridges close at hand intercepted the 
view. The most distant ridge had much snow on 
it, and appeared very elevated: I supposed it to be 
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that between the Zanskar river and the Indus, After 
leaving the ridge, the road gradually descended to- 
wards the north, down a ravine full of fragments of 
slate: the hills on both sides were low and rounded. 
On the descent, Caragana versicolor, the Dama of the 
Tibetans, occurred very plentifully ; it is, however, in 
general, much less common in the north-west parts of 
Tibet than further to the south, where it is very luxu- 
riant. Following the course of the ravine, after a con- 
siderable distance, I observed bushes of willow and 
Lonicera to appear in the dry channel, and almost im- 
mediately afterwards a little water was found trickling 
down it, so that I was enabled to encamp, after rather a 
fatiguing march, at an elevation of about 13,700 feet. 

Next day I continued to descend the ravine. The 
hills wore now considerably higher and more rugged 
than in the upper part, and were faced by cliffs of a 
clayey conglomerate, partly soft, but often indurated. A 
rapidly decaying yellowish slate, in highly inclined strata, 
was seen occasionally in the bed of the river. The 
stream was, as usual, fringed by willow and Louicera ; 
and a species of poplar, forming a small tree, occurred 
frequently. There was scarcely a single vestige of vege- 
tation on the mountain-sides. After descending about 
two miles, I reached a large ravine, the slope of which 
was much more gradual. Tlie banks were still com- 
posed of clay conglomerate, which rose in lofty preci- 
pices on both sides; after about three miles, however, 
this disappeared, and the ravine became very narrow 
and rocky. The road was now very rugged, ascending 
high on the mountain-side, and then descending to cross 
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the stream. The limestone cliffs, which here approached 
within ten or twelve feet of one another, were marked 
with horizontal undulating grooves, perhaps indicative 
of the former existence of a glacier in this spot. As 
I advanced, after crossing to the right bank of the stream, 
the road became still more rocky and difficult, till at 
last the ravine in front became quite impracticable. I 
now turned suddenly to the right, and entered a narrow 
passage with perpendicular walls of rock, down which 
ran a very small streamlet. In this dark shady dell, 
which was so narrow that the light of the sun could not 
possibly reach the bottom, there were several large 
patches of snow. The ascent was at first rapid, but 
after a mile and a half the slope became more gradual 
and the ravine considerably wider. The usual shrubs 
then appeared on the water’s edge, close to which I en- 
camped, after a march of perhaps nine miles, at about 
13,600 feet, very nearly the same elevation as the 
place from which I had started in the morning, and in 
an equally desert situation. The whole march was ex- 
ceedingly barren, and without any cultivation or village. 
A few small bushes of juniper {J. excelsa) were met with 
about half-way, for the first time during ray present 
journey. 

On the 1st of July, I continued the ascent of the ra- 
vine, which was still extremely barren and stony, except 
in the immediate vicinity of the stream, where the usual 
vegetation of willow and Lonicera continued plentiful. 
A few birch-trees were seen on the road-side. After 
following the ravine for nearly two miles, I reached a 
point at which it divided into two branches. The luggage 
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porters took that to the right, which was said to be easier, 
but longer, while my guide led me to the left, up a steep- 
ravine, which, after a few hundred yards, contracted to a 
mere fissure three to six feet m width, with very lofty 
rocky walls, and full of loose shingle. In several places, 
large masses of hard smooth ice had to be passed, Avhich, 
from the steepness of the slope, proved no easy task, and 
would certainly have been almost an impossibility for 
loaded men. After passing through this fissure, Avhich, 
as usual, opened out in its upper part, the road turned to 
the left' up a long steep shingly hill-side, to the top of tlni 
ridge, which was rounded. While in the ravine I saw 
no plants ; but on the shingly ascent a number of alpine 
species made their appearance. One of the first was an 
Anemone, but by far the most abundant was a yellow 
species of Thennopsis, which was in full flower, and 
seemed to thrive best among loose stones. A sniall 
Veronica, with bright blue flowers, occurred several times 
on the ascent. 

The pass over this ridge is called Takti La. Its ele- 
vation was, according to my observation of the boiling- 
point of water, 10,300 feet. The moimtains to the right 
and left, rising perhaps 1500 feet higher than the pass, 
obstructed all view. Behind, the landscape was shut 
in by a lofty snowy mountain, not a mile off; and in 
front, part of the same snowy range which 1 bad ob- 
served from the ridge two days before, was visible. There 
was a good deal of vegetation at the top, which was in 
part swampy round a small spring, where probably the 
snow had only recently melted. The plants were all 
alpine ; Biebersteinia odor a, a well-known North Asiatic 
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fbrm, was very common, with several Rantunculaceee and 
Orucifera, and one or two species of Polygonum. 

On the steep shingly ascent which faced the south, I 
had met with no snow till close to the top, when I saw 
a few very small patches. On leaving the top of the 
pass, the road continued to run along the side of the 
mountain on the left hand, nearly level for about a 
mde. As I got more fully on the north face, I found 
snow lying in large patches, which were melting rapidly ; 
and when fairly on the northern slope, I found that, 
though very steep, it was covered by a continudus bed 
of snow from the very crest down to about 1 5,500 feet, 
as near as I could guess. The view to the north, which, 
from the pass itself, had been very limited, was now ex- 
tensive. The range in front was everywhere tipped 
with snow, and the road up to its crest, with the pass 
by which I was to cross it, were distinctly visible. Be- 
tween this range and that on which I stood was inter- 
posed the deep ravine of the Zanskar river, the course of 
which could be traced for' a long way, though from the 
precipitous rocks through which it ran, the stream itself 
could not be seen. 

I find it extremely difficult to describe in an adequate 
manner the extreme desolation of the most baiTen parts 
of Tibet, where no luxuriant forest or bright green herbage 
softens the nakedness of the moimtains, but everywhere 
the same precipices, heaps of rocks, and barren monoto- 
nous deserts meet the eye. The prospect now before me 
was certainly most wonderful. I had nowhere before 
seen a country so utterly waste. At the great elevation 
on which 1 stood I completely overlooked the valley, and 
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the two or three villages which I afterwards found to 
exist were either seen as mere spots, or concealed by 
ranges of hills. Directly in front, across the Zanskar 
river, a rocky precipice, worn and furrowed in every 
direction, and broken into sharp pinnacles, rose to the 
height of at least 2000 feet, overhanging a deep ravine, 
Wilde to the right and left mountain was heaped upon 
mountain in inextricable confusion, large patches of snow 
crowning the highest parts. 

From the edge of the snow I descended rapidly to the 
village of Nira. On the earlier part of the descent, the 
ground was soft and miry from the recent melting of the 
snow, which still lay in the more shady parts in large 
patches. A bright yellow Rnmmcidm, with numerous 
petals, and the pretty Lloj/dia serotina were plentiful close 
to the snow. Further down, the road was extremely stony, 
and the descent very abrupt, but towards the end I followed 
the coui’sc of a small streamlet, the margins of which 
were skirted by a belt not more than a foot in width of 
vividly green tiuf. The village of Nira, in which I en- 
camped, was 1 2,900 feet above the level of the sea ; its 
cultivated lands were extensive, and both in the village 
and on the hiUs around juniper-trees of considerable size 
were common. 

On the 2nd of J uly I crossed the Zanskar river to the 
village of Yulchung (13,700 feet). At Nha, besides the 
usual crops of barley, there was a good deal of buck- 
wheat, which was just above ground. The fields were 
bordered, as usual, by a rank vegetation. A Nepeta, very 
like N. Bibtliorpiana, was quite new to me, and a tall 
erect WnUenhergin, with very large pale greenish-blue 
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flov^ers, and coarse, somewhat fetid leaves, was very abun- 
dant, just coming into flower; the rest of the plants 
observed were the same as in the upper part of Zanskar. 
The stream which ran by the village l^d in some places 
spread out into a marshy meadow, in which a large pink- 
flowered Cardamine or JDentaria occurred plentifully, 
with Orchis latifolia? a white Juncm, and many com- 
mon plants. 

Below the village the descent was bare and stony, and 
extremely abrupt the whole way dovm to the river ; the 
Tibetan rose was in full flower on the road-side. The 
river did not come into sight till it was close at hand, 
the bottom of the ravine through which it flowed being 
narrow and rocky. A common wooden bridge, without 
side-rails, forty or fifty feet above the surface of the 
water, was thrown over at the narrowest part, where 
the stream was hemmed in by high rocky walls, and 
was, I think, not more than forty feet broad. The 
current was rapid, and the water much discoloured. 
The course of the river at the bridge was easterly, 
but below, after a slight bend to the south of east, 
the valley seemed to take a more northerly direction, 
and above the bridge it came from the south-west. 
The banks of the river did not seem to be at all prac- 
ticable, and I was informed that it was only when the 
river was frozen that travellers could proceed down it to 
Le. Accounts differed much as to the length of time 
required for the journey, and I could not discover that 
any of my party had ever travelled it, so that I presume 
the route is not very much frequented. 

Immediately after crossing the river, a long, steep. 
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utterly barren ascent commenced over stones and shingle. 
A deep ravine, with a small stream at the bottom, lay to 
the right of the road, beyond which were the lofty 
rugged precipicesiwhich had been so conspicuous from 
the heights the day before. At about 13,000 feet I 
gained the summit of a projecting ridge, which rose, 
a little to the right, into a rocky peak, and then sank 
abruptly down to the ravine. The road then dipped 
into a hollow filled with large boulders and fragments 
of rock, perhaps of glacial origin, and rose again more 
gradually to a second ridge, in the hollow beyond 
which lay the village at which I had determined to en- 
camp, its lowest houses overhanging the deep ravine on 
the right. The elevation not being materially dijfferent 
from that of Nira, the plants of the cultivated grounds 
were the same. Potentilla amcrim was very plentiful, 
and remarkably luxuriant. 

The rocks during the ascent were chiefiy a very hard 
but very brittle quartz or schist, alternating with loose 
crumbly slates, and a little limestone. I diverged a little 
from the direct road, to visit an iron mine, and to sec the 
process of smelting. The ore was yellow ochre, occurring 
in a breccia-looking conglomerate situated on the flanks 
of a steep narrow ravine. There were two smelting fur- 
naces, built of stone, of a conical shape, three feet in 
height, and about six inches in diameter at the top. The 
fuel employed was charcoal, and no flux was mixed with 
the ore. • 

On the 3rd of July, I crossed Singhi La, the pass 
which I had seen so distinctly on the 1st. The ascent 
commenced at once from the village of Yulchung, over 
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dr^ rounded hills, at the same time receding considerably 
from the deep ravine on the right. No rock in situ was 
visible on the earlier part of the ascent, the hills being 
entirely covered with coarse gravel and small stones, 
among which a spinous Astragalus and a species of Poly- 
gonum were the predominant plants ; a glabrous Arte- 
niisia, a little Euphorbia, and the prickly Statice, were 
also frequent. After about 1000 feet of ascent, plants of 
the alpine zone began to appear. Afterwards the ascent 
was more gentle, over similar ground, till I attained an 
elevation of about 15,000 feet; at which height the road 
was for some distance nearly level, winding round a deep 
bay or hoUow in the mountains, with high hills rising 
on the left hand, and the deep ravine still on the right. 
Several small streams were crossed, and many alpine 
plants seen, all familiar to me, except a species of rhu- 
barb, which , grew among the shingle in considerable 
quantity, and which is probably an rmdescribed species. 

After completing the circuit of the deep bay, the ascent 
recommenced, but was not at all rapid, till within a few 
hundred yards of the top, when a short steep puli occurred. 
On the latter part of the ascent, from the loose, stony 
nature of the soil, vegetation was very scanty ; and at the 
top, which was rounded, there was absolutely none. The 
elevation was 16,500 feet. ■ Several large patches of snow 
occurred on the south side when close to the top, but not 
continuously. The view was extensive to the south, em- 
bracing a considerable -portion of the great snowy range 
north of the Chenab, which, from the great elevation of 
the spot on which I stood, as well as of the intermediate . 
ranges, and from the much smaller quantity of snow on 
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its northern face, looked much less imposing than it does 
when viewed from the Indian side. Right and left were 
huge rooky peaks, and in front the view was obstructed 
by mountains close at hand, except to the north-west, in 
which direction a long gently-sloping valley was visible, 
running between two steep ridges, along which, I was 
informed, the next day’s jouniey lay. From the top of 
the pass I attempted to fonu an estimate of the height of 
the neighbouring ranges, taking the quantity of snow as 
a guide, and it appeared to me that they were in general 
between 19 and 20,000 feet, a few isolated peaks only 
exceeding that altitude. Such guesses, however, are 
necessarily extremely vague. 

Quartzy rock, slate, and limestone, alternated during 
the ascent ; and near the summit of the pass the lime- 
stone evidently contained organic remains, perhaps coral- 
line, though the traces were not sufficiently distinct to 
enable me to decide the point. The fossils were not 
observed in dtu, but the angidar fragments in which 
they occurred did not appear to have been transported 
from any distance. 

On the north side of the pass a snow-bed eommenced 
at the very crest, down which the descent was very steep 
for a few hundred yards. The snow was very soft, and 
was rapidly melting, but it possibly covered a permanent 
mass of ice, as it terminated abruptly, and the valley at 
its base was wide and but little inchned, with only a few 
patches of snow. The ground near the snow was swampy, 
owing to the rapid thaw. Here a little sweet-scented 
Primula was abundant, with one or two more alpine 
plants. The road followed the course of a wide arid 
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valley, descending very gently. Two species of rhubarb 
were common, and a dwarf willow fringed the margins of 
the stream. 

As I advanced, the valley gradually narrowed, and on 
the right high precipitous rocks ere long overhung the 
stream, so that I crossed to the left bank, and, instead of 
keeping on the bottom of the valley, proceeded horizon- 
tally along the hdl-sides. A little further on, the stream, 
which had liitherto had a north-west course, turned sud- 
denly to the north, and entered an extremely narrow 
rocky ravine, which to all appearance was quite impass- 
aHe. Here the road turned abruptly to the left, and 
ascended to cross a low ridge. On attaining the summit 
an open valley was seen 1000 feet below, which at its 
lower extremity contracted into a fissure precisely similar 
to that just described ; and as the two ravines were only 
separated by a narrow rocky ridge, which rose to the 
north into a high cliff, there can be no doubt that the 
two streams joined a mile or tAvo below. Descending 
gradually into the valley, I encamped at the village of 
Phutaksha, at an elevation of about 14,300 feet. 

Notwithstanding its great elevation, the valley of Phu- 
taksha was partially cultivated. The fields formed a 
narrow belt parallel to the stream, along which they ex- 
tended almost up to 15,000 feet, but the crops were 
scanty. The wild plants of the borders of the cultivated 
land were the same as those common in Zanskar, and 
grew with great luxuriance along the margins of the irri- 
gation streamlets. Alluvial boulder clay was common in 
the valley ; and I saw also a great deal of the fine cream- 
coloured clay, which I have elsewhere noticed as being 
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probably of lacustrine origin. The occurrence of this 
clay at an elevation of upwards of 14,000 feet is rather 
uncommon, and here, as well as elsewhere, appears to be 
accompanied by such a conformation of the mountains as 
to render the former existence of a small lake probable. 
Below Fhutaksha, as I have already observed, the ravine 
of the little stream is exceedingly narrow and rocky, and 
as likely as any other part of Tibet to have been blocked 
up by alluvial deposits so as to form a lake. 

On the 4th of eJuly my road lay up the valley. The 
banks of the little stream were lined with most beautiful 
green turf, producing all the characteristic plants already 
mentioned. I took the right-hand branch of turn which 
here united, and, on looking up the other, observed that 
the snow-line on the northern slope of the mountains, at 
its head, was very considerably above the level at which 
I stood ; its height, where lowest, seemed to be about 
16,000 feet. In one small side-ravine there was an in- 
cipient glacier. After leaving the cultivated lands the 
valley became extremely stony and barren, fragments of 
a brittle limestone rock being everywhere scattered about. 
The vegetation changing to that of the alpine zone, several 
new species of Astragalus and Phaca were collected. 
Following the streamlet almost to its source, the road 
afterwards ascended to the top of a steep ridge, elevated 
probably a httle more than 16,000 feet; this ridge was 
rocky, or covered with shingle of a dark slate, which had 
succeeded to the limestone. The yellow Themwpm 
was almost the only plant which grew on the summit, 
from which I had a fine view of the pass crossed the 
day before, and of the range of mountains I had left ; but 
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to the north there was no distant view, the valley bending' 
abraptly to the right. 

lYom the top of the pass I descended rapidly along a 
deep valley, generally at some height above the stream, 
to the village of Hanupata, elevated 13,100 feet. This 
valley was throughout barren and stony, and became very 
narrow in the lower part. Bama was very plentiful, but 
otherwise there was little novelty in the vegetation, ex- 
cept along the bank of the stream in its upper part, 
where I made a rieh collection of small alpine species. 
A large-flowered Aster, a white Byrcthrmn, and a little 
Pedicularis, were the new species obtained. In the 
lower part of the valley willow and Lonicera as usual 
appeared; and when close to Hanupata, I met with a 
shrubby species of Labiata (perhaps a Ballota) which is 
an extremely common plant in the valley of the Indus 
from 7000 to 14,000 feet, but seeiTis never to occur far 
from that river. 

On the 5th of July I proceeded down the same valley 
to Wandla, a distance of about eleven miles. The fields 
of Hanupata occupied only a narrow strip along the bank 
of the stream, the sides of the valley bdng steep and 
rocky. The crops were much further advanced than any 
I had hitherto seen ; the barley ii^ particular was very 
luxuriant, and one field was already in ear. Along the 
margins of the field there was the same rank herbage 
as usually occurs in similar situations. Lucerne and 
melilot, both seemingly the common European species, 
were very plentiful. Poplars and willows were cultivated ; 
and I observed some large juniper-trees. Beyond the cul- 
tivation the valley became very narrow. The bed and 
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banks of the stream were gravelly, and on the latter grew 
a dense thicket of Myrimria, Hippophae, willow, and 
rose. After two or three miles there was not left space 
even for these, the mountains coming so close together 
that in many places there was not room to pass between 
them and the water. The current was too rapid for 
fording, so that it repeatedly became necessary to ascend 
to a considerable height in order to effect a passage. 
One of these ascents was not much less than 1000 feet 
perpendicular, up a narrow lateral ravine, and then over 
a very steep bank of loose shingle, descending again with 
great abruptness to the water’s edge. The road also 
crossed the stream several times. 

In one place I observed a very remarkable natural 
tunnel, where the stream flowed below a solid mass of 
congloiuersfte rock, which formed an arch oblicpuily across 
it. The conglom'firate was exceedingly hard, and rested 
on both sides on very soft friable §]^te, by the excavation 
of which, by the action of the streSi, the tunnel appeared 
to have been formed. The original channel of the stream 
was still visible six or eight feet higher than its pi’escnt. 
level a little to the right. The ravine contmued narrow 
and rocky for nearly seven miles, but diwing the last two 
of these the road lay lygh upon the mountain-side, and 
was tolerably level and good. Near the end the valley 
became wider, and several small patches of cultivation 
appeared, with a few apricot-trees ; and a double yellow 
rose was planted near some of the houses. The last 
mile of the day’s journey was entirely through very rich 
and luxuriant cultivation, which was further advanced 
than any I had yet seen. 

'I e 
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The elevation of Wandla is only 11,000 feet, and the 
heat of the sun was very oppressive. On the latter 
part of the march, many plants of the Indus valley 
which were familiar to me from my journey of the year 
before, but which I had not seen during my present 
visit to Tibet, made their appearance. Echinops and 
Nepeta floccosa, Mulyediuni Tatarimm, a large and hand- 
some yellow Corydalis, Capparis, and numerous Cheno- 
podiacea were ' abundant. The leaves of Twmlayo 
Farfara were common along the water-courses ; in the 
corn-fields a little viscid Cerastimn {LepyrodicUs) was 
only too plentiful. By far the most conspicuous plant 
was the rose {B. Webbiana), which, in the rich and well- 
watered soil of the cultivated plain, grew most luxuriantly, 
forming dense almost spherical bushes, many of which 
were at least fifteen feet high, as much in diameter, and 
bushy down to the ground. They were now in full 
bloom, and the folia^was almost entirely concealed by 
the profusion of bright red flowers. 

I was obliged to remain a day at Wandla, owing to 
the serious illness of one of my sennnts, who, though a 
native of a mountainous country, had suffered much more 
on the high passes than any of the inhabitants of the 
plains of India, and was now so much exhausted as to 
be unable to move. On the 7th, however, I proceeded 
towards the Indus,' not a little glad to be at last within a 
day’s journey of that river, as I was considerably later 
than I had originally calculated, not having made allow- 
ance for the very rugged nature of the country between 
Zanskar and Le. 

The valley of Wandla, I was* informed, contracted 
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again into a rocky ravine a very little way below the vil- 
lage. This raAdne was not quite impracticable, but the 
stream had to be forded very frequently ; and as it was 
at least four feet deep, I was recommended to follow an- 
other route, a httle more circuitous, but free of difficulty. 
For the first mile I proceeded up an open valley, which 
joined at a right angle from the west that which 1 had 
descended on the 5th. I then turned to the right up a 
very sterile ravine, with much saline efflorescence; in 
a few places a small streamlet trickled among the stones, 
but for the first part the channel was quite dry, the water 
filtering underneath the gravel. The sides of the ravine 
were bare and sliingly and without vegetation, except 
at the entrance, where a Corydalis, thistle, and one or 
two other plants occurred sparingly. On the most stony 
parts Guidenstiidtia cuneata, Benth., was common, and 
here and there in the gravelly channel was a bush of 
Myricaria (not M. eleyam, but a smaller and much less 
handsome species). After a genue ascent of about two 
miles, I gained the head of the ravine, and crossing a 
stony ridge not high enough for alpine plants, descended 
another valley on its north side, which, though at first if 
possible more barren than the ascent, soon became some- 
what green with willow-bushes and the ordinary plants. 
After descending perhaps a thousand feet, I rcacbed 
an extensive tract of cultivation, just above which, in 
another ravine, lay the village and monastery of Lama- 
yuru, of which a circumstantial account has been 
given by Moorcroft*. At this place, I joined the road 

• Travels, vol. ii. p. 11. 

2 (; 2 
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from Kashmir by Pras to Ladak, which has been repeat- 
edly traversed by European travellers, and is particidarly 
described in Moorcroft’s Travels. 

Below this village the valley contracted, and was for 
some distance full of immense masses of lacustrine clay ; 
lower down it became a narrow rocky ravine. The road 
descended with great rapidity till I reached the Wandla 
stream, which I had left in the morning ; it was afterwards 
less steep, following the banks of that river through a 
winding rocky valley to its junction with the Indus, 
which was not seen till close at hand. The valley of the 
Indus, where I entered it, was very barren, with bare 
rugged mountains on both sides. A stony platform of 
alluvial conglomerate usually intervened botw'een the 
rnoxmtains and the river, over which my road lay for 
about three miles up the river, to a good wooden 
bridge, defended on the north side by a small, very indif- 
ferent fort. By this bridge I crossed to the right side 
of the river, and a mile further on reached the village of 
Kalatze (or Kalsi, as it is commonly pronounced), at which 
I encamped. 

In the lower part of the Wandla ravine, the clay-slate 
rock became much indurated, and alternated with a very 
hai-d conglomerate, the matrix of which had a semi- 
fused appearance, while the pebbles which it contained 
were all rounded. This rock is very similar to, and 
probably identical with, that of the Giah ravine north 
of the Tunglung pass, and of the upper Indus. A 
modem conglomerate, with an indurated sandy and 
calcareous matrix, in horizontal beds, rested' uncon- 
formably upon the more ancient rock, but afforded 
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no indications by which I could form an opinion of its 

e:|act age. 

The elevation of my tent at Kalatze I made to be 
10,400 feet; but I was encamped at the highest part of 
the village, and the bed of the river was not much 
above 10,000 feet. The cultivsited lands, which are 
very extensive, lie on the top of a thick platform of 
alluvium, through whicli the river has excavated a deep 
broad channel. The lands of the village slope gra- 
dually from the base of the mountain to the edge of the 
cliff overhanging the river, and the fields are made into 
level tenwes by walls of stones from three to six feet in 
height. Numerous streams of water are conducted 
through the fields for irrigation, upon which cultivation in 
Tibet entirely depends. The crops had an appearance 
of great luxuriance : they consisted of wheat and barley 
(both in full ear, the latter even beginning to tuni yellow), 
buckwheat, peas, and oil-seed {Bramea Napm). Eruit- 
trees were abundant, chiefly apricots ; but there was no 
deficiency of apples, pears, walnuts, and mulberries. 
Along the water-courses and on the edges of the fields 
grew plenty of wild plants, many the same as occur 
everywhere in Tibet, but, from the diminished elevation, 
numerous novelties were observed. A C/emafk, with 
dingy brownish-orange flowers, straggled over bushes ; 
a shrubby Ballota and a Perowskia covered the walls ; 
Iris, Capsella, Veronica biloba and (igrcsHs, Lanmm 
(mplexicaule, Mentha, Potentillne, Plnnlago Jsiatica, 
TIudictrum, and numerous other plants grew along the 
water-courses ; wliile in the fields among the com the 
weeds were much the same as are common in Europe 
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and in the plains of India in the cold season ; Vaccaria, 
Silene conoidea, SteUaria media, Malva rotmdifolia, and 
Convolvulus nrvensis being plentiful. 

On the 8th of July, I marched to Nuria*, about eight 
miles up the valley of the Indus. After leaving Kalatze, 
the whole day’s journey was quite barren, the road 
usually lying on the top of an alluvial platform. Just 
beyond Kalatze, a large stream had cut a deep ravine 
through the platform, showing it to be composed of 
large incoherent water-worn stones, mixed with gravel 
and clay. The mountains on both sides were steep, rocky, 
and bare. The vegetation on these platforms was scanty : 
Bora^inea and Chenopodiacece were the two prominent 
orders; Nepeta jloccosa, a little Hyoseyamus, Gidden- 
siddfia, a large and handsome Corydalis, a Matthiola, 
and several Astrayali, Crucifera, and Artemisia, were 
also prevalent. Of grasses, Btipa was the most com- 
mon, but several sub-tropical forms were observed, which 
were interesting and somewhat imexpected. A species 
of Cymhopogon, and an Andropoyon allied to •A. Ischa- 
mum, grew among rocks close to the river. In similar 
places I met with two species of Vincetosoicum, one a 
twiner, and the other erect; Trihvlus, too, was com- 
mon on the most barren spots. At Nuria, the cultivated 
lands are very extensive : the crops and fruit-trees as at 
Kalatze ; some of the barley was nearly ripe. The com- 

* Written, 1 believe, Snurla, as Le is written Sle^ and Mmo, Snimo, 
the initial letter being in all three mute. Many similar instances 
might be given, silent initial letters occurring very commonly in the 
written language of Tibet, It admits of much doubt whether the best 
mode of spelling be according to the pronunciation, or as the words 
are written : I have preferred the former, as less likely to ndslead. 
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mon bean seemed a good deal cultivated, usually intei- 
mixed with wheat ; Lathyrus sativus was also a common 
crop* 

Behind the village of Kalatze, rounded hills of mode- 
rate elevation were capped with incoherent beds of sand 
and boulders of considerable thickness, horizontally stra- 
tified ; similar beds, sometimes indurated into a soft 
sandstone rock, occurred at intervals throughout the day. 
Boulders of granite were abimdant in the alluvium and 
on the surface of the platforms, derived, I believe, from 
the axis of the chain separating the Indus from the 
Shayuk. These transported masses of granite were not 
observed anyvrhere between lower Zanskar and the 
Indus j it may therefore, I think, bo inferred that the 
superficial alluvium (which, where the two occur to- 
gether, generally covers the lacustrine clays) has been 
deposited since the present river system was in full ope- 
ration, and is not, as I at one time conjectured, analo- 
^us to the drifts of Emope. The ancient rocks be- 
tween Kriatze and Nuria were alternations of friable 
slate with indurated conglomerate and grey sandstone.. 

Between Nuria and Saspola, to which place (eleven 
niUes) I marched on the 9th, the valley of the Indus 

* T ido not know whether or not to attribute to this plant a remark- 
able disease which, on my return down the Indus in September, 1 found 
in the village of Saspola. At least thirty people in that village, of all 
ages from a full-grown man to an infant, and of both sexes indifferently, 
had been attacked with paralysis within the last two years. The palsy 
was confined to the lower extremities, and differed much in degree. 
The sufferers were in other respects the most healthy and good-looking 
portion' of the inhabitants. The people themselves were quite at a loss 
to assign a cause for this extraordinary affection, and, except in some 
article of diet, I was unable to think of any. 
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Was narrower than before, as well as more rocky. The 
rock was chiefly grey sandstone. The road frequently 
ascended to some height in places where the banks of 
the river were too rugged to permit a passage. On the 
10th of June I proceeded to Nimo, ten miles farther. 
At Saspola the road leaves the banks of the Indus, to 
ascend a barren valley, among hills of loose conglome- 
rate. At first, the banks of the little stream were green 
and turfy; but after about a mile I entered a dry stony 
ravine, along the bed of which the road gi’adually ascended. 
The rocks were clay-slate, conglomerate, and sandstone, 
and all the hills were capped with modern alluvial clay 
conglomerate. Granite boulders occurred abundantly, 
and marks of the action of water were seen on the rocks 
faf above the reach of the present streams. At the 
summit, which must have been nearly 1000 feet above 
the Indus, I emerged suddenly upon a wide and open 
gravelly plain. To the right, a number of low hills con- 
cealed the course of the Indus ; to the left, the mountaHi 
range had receded to some distance, and could be seen 
to be here and there tipped with snow. 'Ihe road lay 
for several miles Over this barren plain, which was en- 
tirely alluvial, descending afterwards very abruptly into 
a deep flat-bottomed hollow, excavated out of the soft 
conglomerate by a considerable stream. In this hollow, 
quite concealed till close at hand, was the village of 
Bazgo, with a long narrow strip of cidtivation along the 
■margin of its stream. Following the course of this 
valley till near the Indus, I then ascended its left bank, 
and emerged upon another extensive alluvial platform, 
high above the river, but parallel to it. At the east end 
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of this platform was the village of Nimo, the termination 

of my day’s journey. 

From this place my journey of the 12th brought me to 
Le, about twelve miles. About a mile above Nimo the 
Indus is joined by the Zanskar river. The valley where 
the two rivers.unite is very rocky and precipitous, and 
bends a long way to the south. The road to Le does 
not follow the river, but ascends among gravelly ravines 
behind the village, and emerges on a wide open plain, 
which, as on the previous march, is interposed between 
the northern range of mountains and the present chan- 
nel of the Indus. The height of this plain above the 
river was at least 1000 feet ; it was lowest in the centre, 
sloping up not only towards the mountains to the north, 
but to a range of round-topped hills of moderate eleva- 
tion, which overhung the valley of the Indus, sinking on 
their south face very abruptly down to the river. The 
higher mountains were chiefly granite, with a few inter- 
* posed beds of slate dipping at a high angle. The gra- 
nite exhibited the usual tendency of that rock to decay 
in spheres, or rather in irregular-shaped masses with 
rounded angles. 

In proceeding along this plain, the road at first rose 
almost imperceptibly, but after tw'o miles I reached the 
highest part of it, from which it sloped down towards 
the cast. From this point the course of the Indus in 
front of Le, and to the south-east for many miles, was 
finely seen. The river rmis through a wide valley, 
but the range of mountains to the norfh sends down 
many rugged spurs, which, in the shape of low -rocky 
hills, advance close to the river. On the south or 
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left* bank, on tho contrary, a wide, open, gently-sloping 
plain extends to a considerable distance. From the 
highest level of the plain a long gradual descent brought 
me to the Indus, to which it was necessary to descend 
in order to get round one of the spurs just refenred to. 
It is here a tranquil but somewhat rapid stream, di- 
vided into several branches by gravelly islands, gene- 
rally swampy, and covered with low Hippophae scrub. 
The size of the . river was very much less than it had 
been below the junction of the river of Zanskar, the lat- 
ter appearing to contribute considerably more thau half 
the amount of water. At the point of the low spur lay 
the village of Pitak, on an isolated hiU, surrounded by 
extensive deposits of cream-coloured lacustrine clay. 
From this village there is a gradxial ascent of about four 
miles to the town of Le, which is built on a low hill at 
the upper comer of a wide open valley. 

The bed of the Indus at Pitak, below Le, has an ele- 
vation of about 10,500 feet above the level of the sea, 
but the town is at least 1300 feet higher. Its sheltered 
situation, in a hollow surroimded by hills, and facing tho 
south, compensates to a certain extent for this increase of 
elevation ; stiU the crops are very much inferior to those 
on the banks of the Indus. There are but few trees, the 
apricot being the only fruit-tree cultivated, and it docs 
not seem to thrive. Water is plentiful in the valley, and 
is conveyed through the cultivated lands in deeply-cut 
canals or trenches, faced with Walls of stone. Natural 
meadows of tall grassesj intennixed with luxuriant lu- 
cerne -and melilot, are common along the banks of the 
river, especially above the town. 
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The vegetation in the vicinity of Le scarcely differed 
from that of the Indus at Kalatze. The most abundant 
families of plants were Chenopodiacea, Labiata, and 
Jrlemisice, which covered the barren and stony tracts ; 
the Boraginece, so abundant throughout l^bet in early 
spring, had already quite dried up and disappeared. 
In the meadows tall species of Thalictruni, Silene, and 
Tleradeum, were coining into flower, and in swamps 
Feronica Beccabmga and Anxigallis, Limosella, and a 
yellow Pedietdaris, were the most abundant plants. 

At Le I had the plcasm-e of meeting Captain Strachey, 
who had spent the winter there, and had returned shortly 
before my arrival, from an exploring Journey to the east- 
ward. After a week’s stay I set out for Nubra on the 
19 th of July, crossing the lofty chain separating the two 
rivers by the pass directly north of Le, which, during 
the summer months, presents no difficulty, and is there- 
fore preferred as being the most direct. The pass is dis- 
tinctly visible from the town of Le, to which it appeal’s 
very close, though the distance is at least ten or twelve 
miles. I did not attempt to cross it the first day, but 
encamped as far up on the southern face as I conveniently 
could, so as to reach the top early in the morning. At 
starting, the road lay for about three miles through an 
open valley, partly cultivated, and with a good deal of 
swampy ground. Higher up, the valley contracted into 
a barren ravine, with a narrow strip of green along the 
margin of the stream. About half-way, the road left the 
bottom of the valley, and for the remainder of the march 
I proceeded along the bare side of the mountain, ascend- 
ing very rapidly. There was a striking change in the 
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vegetation as the height increased. On the lower slopes 
Cicer and Slatice were abundant, with several Astragali: 
on the latter part of the ascent many alpine plants were 
observed, belonging to the genera Corydalis, Elsholtzia, 
Potentilla, and Braha. A wery small violet was ex- 
tremely plentiful in the crevices of the rocks, and among 
stones, after I had reached 15,000 feet. I encamped at 
about 15,700 feet, on a level piece of ground, a few 
hundred feet above the bottom of the valley. 

On the 20th I crossed the pass, starting about sunrise. 
The morning was intensely frosty, and the stones and 
vegd:ation near the water were encnisted with ice. The 
path lay close to the stream, ascending somewhat rapidly 
among the green turf which grew along its margin, in 
which I found many little alpine plants, among which, a 
large-flowered Aster and a small poppy with still unex- 
panded flowers were the most conspicuous. The last 
part of the ascent was extremely steep, among immense 
angular granite boulders, with here and there a little 
snow in the crevices. Here a most elegant sweet-scented 
species of Prmula was common, so firiidy fixed in the 
frozen mud, that I could with difficulty pi’ocure a speci- 
men. Except in very small patches, there was no snow 
till within two hundred yards of the top of the ascent, 
for which distance it was continuous, but very soft, and 
evidently melting rapidly. The crest of the pass was 
a narrow ridge of large spheres of granite, seemingly 
quite detached from one another, but which had pro- 
bably been formed on the spot they now occupied by 
the peculiar decay characteristic of that rock. 

The continuation of the ridge on both sides was for 
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some distance very little more elevated than the pass 
itself, the height of which was 17,700 feet. To the 
south, the view was very extensive, embracing a great 
extent of snowy mountains, with numerous lofty peaks, 
as well as a part of the Indus valley, and the town 
of Le, immediately below; to the north it was much 
more Umited, as hills close at hand completely ex- 
cluded all distant view, except directly in front, where 
one snowy peak could be seen a long way olf, evidently 
beyond the Shayuk. 

Oil the north side of the pass snow commenced at 
the very top, and continued for at least 1200 feet of 
perpendicular height. The descent for this distance was 
extremely steep, over a snow-bed, which appeared to 
cover an incipient glacier. About 1200 feet below the 
top I came to a small oval-shaped lake, completely 
frozen over ; a little higher up I had passed a small 
bare piece of rock projecting through the snow, and 
perhaps thirty feet long, on which the beautiful blue- 
flowered Nepeia multibracteata, Bcnth., had already put 
forth its flowers. Beyond the frozen lake the descent 
became at once much more gentle, and was partially free 
of snow. The path lay over a vast accumulation of 
angular stones, which appeared to have fallen from the 
rocks above. Many parts of the valley were swampy, 
evidently from recently melted snow, and in such places 
the Primula, noticed on the ascent, occurred in great 
abundance, its scapes rising to the height of six to eight 
inches, and bearing large globes of deep rose-coloured 
flowers. Among the loose stones Nepeta multibracteata 
was common. About three miles from the top I 
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passed the end of an exceedingly well-marked moraine, 
which must have been deposited by a glacier at a 
time when, from increased cold, these masses of ice 
stretched down much further than they do at present. 
The remainder of Ihe descent was again more abrupt, 
but very bare, stony, and uninteresting. A single tree 
of Jnniperm cxcelsa grew in one of the ravines, and 
below 14,000 feet a species of berben’y, with very small 
leaves, was common on diy stony ground. I encamped 
at the small village of Kardong, at 13,500 feet. The 
cultivation round this village was on a level plain with- 
out any terracing. 

On the 21st I proceeded to Karsar, a village on the 
bank of the Shayuk river, distant about nine miles. A 
few hundred feet above the village of Kardong the allu- 
vial boulder clay had begun to occur in the valley, and 
around the village, which occupied the end of a lateral 
ravine, it was already very tliick. h’rom Kardong to the 



Shayuk this alluvium continued in great quantity, form- 
ing elevated platforms, sloping very gently from the 
mountains, and faced by steep, often quite perpendicular 
chfFs. Where lateral ravines joined the main valley the 
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alluvium was deeply excavated by the little streams 
which traversed them, and the road descended abruptly 
by steep and curiously winding paths down the cliffs of 
clay, and among piles of boulders, to re-ascend to the 
platform beyond the stream. Such a ravine, of great 
depth, occurred just below Kardong. After crossing it 
the road lay over the surface of the clay platform, which 
was nearly level, and consequently at an increasing 
height above the bottom of the Kardong valley, which 
rapidly diminished in elevation. This platfonn was ex- 
tremely barren, and quite devoid of water. Here and 
there isolated rocky masses rose up through the alluvium. 
The rock was peculiar, being very hard, and, as it were, 
porphyritic, with a black, basaltic-looking matrix, quite 
homogeneous, in which numerous white specks were 
diffused. In hand specimens and boulders, and even 
on a near view of the hills, this rock appeared quite an 
igneous rock, but when an extensive section was ex- 
posed, it could be seen to be distinctly stratified. 

When within a short distance of the Shayuk valley, 
though still high above it, the road turned to the left, and, 
leaving the alluvial platfonn, proceeded among rugged 
rocky hills, in a direction parallel to that river, at the 
same time descending somewhat rapidly to a platform of 
modem lacustrine clay and conglomerate, which filled up 
the whole of a deep recess in the mountains facing the 
Shayuk, to a thickness of at least 1000 feet. The vil- 
lage of Karsar, at which I encamped, lies in a deep ra- 
vine, excavated out of the clay formation by a consider- 
able stream, on both sides of which, for nearly a mile, 
there is a belt of cultivation, very narrow where the 
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stream issues from the mountains, but gradually widen- 
ing as it descends. Owing to the sheltered situation, 
from the gi'eat height of the cliffs of clay on both sides, 
the crops were exceedingly luxuriant, and fruit-trees 
were plentiful, principally apples and apricots. Some 
very fine walnut-trees also occurred. 

From the same cause the Itobaceous vegetation was 
particularly rich, and I met wm many species whioh 
were new' to me. The banks of the stream, from the 
point where it issued from among the mountains, were 
cverywliere bordered by large bushes of Myricaria ek- 
gum, now adorned with masses of sweet-scented rose- 
coloured flowers. In the lower part of the village-lands 
there were shady plantations of poplar and willow, 
which seemed to be occasionally irrigated, in order that 
they might produce a rich natural pasture. In these 
groves Euphrada qffldtialis, species of Gentiana, Ranun- 
ch/ms, Potentilla, and Carum grew most luxuriantly ; a 
tall but very small-flowered Pedimlaris was also very 
common. No less than three species of Orchidece oc- 
curred, a family which more than any other dislikes dry- 
ness : these were Orchis latifolia, an Epipactis, and an 
Herminimi. Many of the weeds of the cultivated fields 
were also new and interesting ; a Hypecouw, an Elsholtzia, 
and some species of Polygonum were those I particularly 
noted. 

The lacustrine formation of Karsar consists mostly of 
very pure white clay, horizontally stratified ; but at the 
lower end of the ravine, where it is about to expand into 
the open plain of the Shayuk, a tolerably solid but still 
very friable sandstone, the strata of which were also 
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quite horistontal, occurred under the clay. I saw no 
fossils, but when the clay is examined with care, they 
will probably be occasiondly detected. At aU events, 
as this clay formation is at least a thousand feet thick, 
if we take into consideration the open natiue of the 
whole vaUey of Nubra, there can be no doubt that it 
must have been deposited from the same waters with the 
very similar clay which I found at Tertse, in lower Nubra, 
ill October, 1847, and that it is therefore lacustrine. Tf 
this be admitted, it seems impossible to escape from the 
conclusion, that the deposits in the Kardong valley, (of 
which I have given an imaginary section in page 398,) 
though (bfferent in appearance, belong to the same lake. 
Now, these attain an elevation of 13,500 feet and up- 
wards, as they commence above Kardong : the level 
of the surface of the Nubra lake can therefore hardly 
have been less than 14,000 feet; so that it must have 
extended up the Tanktsc valley, almost as far as the low 
pass by which that district is separated from the Pan- 
gong Jake. 

From Karsar, I marched on the 25th of July, down 
the valley of the Shayuk, to Diskit. The earlier part of 
the road, after ascending abruptly out of the Karsar 
ravine, lay over the clay platform, which was perfectly 
flat; but after about four miles, it descended nearly 
to the level of the river, whose wide gravelly plain 
iiow extended on the south side to the very foot of 
the mountains, the” lacustrine beds having been en- 
tirely removed. ' The plain was traversed by severa.. 
small streamlets^ a’pparently derived in a great measure 
from the river, the water of which seemed to sink among 
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the gravel and sand of its bed, and to spring up again 
at a distance from the main channel. One of these 
streams ran at the extreme edge of the plain, close under 
the cliffs, which here rose almost precipitously to a great 
height. Its banks were very saline, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of Diskit a great part of the plain was en- 
crusted with soda. 

The cultivated lands of the village, which is of con- 
siderable size, lie on a sloping bank, rising rather steeply 
out of the plain. Many apricot-trees grow among the 
houses, some of which were large enough to afford a 
shade vmder which a tent could be pitched. The 
vegetation was in general the same as at Karsar, but 
a white-flowered JUium was new, as well as a species 
of Chloris, which was abundant in the pastures. A 
very small Cypenis, which grew in the water-courses, 
appeared to be a dwarf state of a species common in 
the plains of India, and, with the Chloris, which is a 
tropical grass, was interesting as an indication of the 
considerable heat of the summer climate in the ^valley 
of the Shayuk, notwithstanding its great elevation. 

The village of Diskit is almost exactly opposite the 
place where the Nubra river joins the Shayuk from the 
northward. In October, 1847, 1 had crossed the Sha- 
yuk five or six miles above Karsar, and descended along 
its right bank, but during the hot months this route is 
not practicable, as there are no bridges, and the river is 
too deep to be forded anywhere except just at its Junc- 
tion with that of Nubra, where the wide gravelly plain 
of the Shayuk expands to its greatest diameter, and the 
river is divided into numerous branches;' - 
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The greater part of the SCth of July was occupied by 
the passage of the Shayuk, which was both tedious and 
diflScujt, the river being now nearly at its greatest height. 
The first branch was nearly two miles from Diskit, the 
intervening gravelly plain being partly swampy, with a 
few bushes of HippopUaii, Tnmariw, and Myricaria. 
There were foixr large branches to be crossed, besides 
several of smaller size. Nearly a mile of sand separated 
the last large branch from the remainder, and the ford 
was a most intricate one, each branch being crossed 
obliquely and at a different ])oint from the adjacent 
ones. The imited breadth of all the streams could not, 
1 think, have been less than half a mile. The velocity 
of the water was so great, that though the depth no- 
where, I think, exceeded three and a half feet, and was 
more usually about tvro and a half, people on foot a])- 
].>eared to have the utmost difficulty in retaining their 
footing, and the loaded men had to be supported by one 
or two without loads on each side. In the more diffi- 
cult parts, two men placed themselves on each side of 
my horse’s head, to guide him in the proper road, and 
two more at each stirrup to give him support in case of 
need. When in the centre of the current, where, from 
the necessity of keeping my eye on the horse’s motions. 
I had to look at the water, I found it impossible to avoid 
a feeling of giddiness, and an impression that horse and 
rider were being hurried upwards with extreme velocity 
in a direction contrary to the stream. These very rapid 
portions, however, were never more than ten or twenty 
yards broad; the remainder was more moderate and 
shallower. 
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After safely effecting the passage with all my party 
and baggage, I proceeded about a mile over loose sand, 
and encamped at the village of Lyakjung, situated at the 
border of the low plain of the river, at the point of union 
of the two valleys. The Shayuk valley is visible from 
this place as far as the large village of Hundar, about 
ten miles, the river running throughout that distance 
through a wide gravelly plain, but with high rocky moun- 
tains on both sides. 

From the 27th of July till the 9th of August, I re- 
mained in the valley of Nubra, the necessary prepara- 
tions for my further journey, which was to be entirely 
through an uninhabited country, requiring considerable 
time. During this interval, I moved from place to 
place in the valley, which is well inhabited and rather 
jU'ctty. The river is in the hot months very large and 
rapid, and has its origin, no doubt, in the great snowy 
mountains to the north. I crossed it twice a little above 
the town of Chirasa, and found its current quite as 
strong as that of the Shayuk, and in many places as 
deep, but its breadth was considerably less. In one of 
the channels, a lad, carrying a light bundle, was carried 
away by the stream, and rolled over repeatedly in the 
water, after being separated from his load, before he was 
picked up by a number of men who hastened to his 
assistance. The difficulty of crossing was much in- 
creased by numerous quicksands, which made it neces- 
sary to proceed by a tortuous path, and which were 
evidently very liable to shift, as the guides proceeded 
very cautiously, and more than oUce abandoned a ford 
on finding the footing insecure. 
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The general appearance of the valley of Nubra is very 
agreeable, and superior to that of any other part of Tibet 
at the same elevation. The villages are well wooded, with 
orchards of apricot-trees, and with poplars and willows, 
which are either planted in rows, or scattered irregularly 
in meadows on the skirts of the cultivated lands: the 
willows, when not pollarded, attain a large size, and afford 
an ample shade. The fields arc carefully enclosed with 
walls, or hedges of IlippopJme, or with a fence of the 
dead branches of that plant. Green and shady lanes, 
bordered by high Ilippophae hedges, full of Clem rtf is and 
rose-bushes, lead through the village lands. The crops 
are chiefly wheat and barley, with a few fields of millet 
{Panicum miliaceuni), buckwheat, and rape. 'Iherc is 
also much pasture, particularly along the little streams, 
and in fields near the river, which arc often swampy. 

The beauty of the cultivated tracts is much enhanced 
by the utter sterility of the drier parts of the plain, which 
arc either gravdly or stony, and utterly barren, except 
that occasionally from some peculiarity of soil or posi- 
tion there is a considerable extent of clayey soil not 
low enough to be swampy, but not remote from water, 
covered with short tmf much encrusted with soda. These 
grassy plains are more common in the upper part of the 
district, and are perhaps connected with springs contain- 
ing carbonate of soda in solution*. 

Except from the more advanced period of the season, 

* This view has been suggested to me by Dr. R. D. Thomson, who 
has paid much attention to the chemical contents of springs, and is at 
present engaged in examining the saline matters which 1 brought with 
me from Tibet. 
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the flora of Nubra differed but little from that of «Lc. 
Species of Artemisia, Labiata, and Chenopodiaceee, were 
now in full flower on the more desert and stony tracts, 
in which a shrubby Lyciim (which is not found on the 
Indus) was also common. Chenopodiacea had become 
extremely plentiful, and belonged to many different 
genera ; shrubby species of Eurotia and Caroxylon were 
common, but the greater number were herbaceous, and 
belonged to the genera Ghewpodimn, Ambrina, Sahola, 
IMdnqpsiloti, and Corispermum. A species of thistle 
grew on barren soil, pai'ticularly where the ground was 
stdine ; on the salt soil, Glauw, a little Crudfera, and a 
Polyyomm were the most abundant plants. Miilgedium 
Tdtaricum, a Galium (very like G.Aparine), and a scandent 
species of Vincetoxicum, were frequent in hedges ; and 
species of Mentha, Erodimn, Epilobium, Lepidium, and 
Matthiola, all common plants at Le, being now in full 
flower, attracted notice more than at an earlier period. 
A very tall species of grass {Melica?) in krge and elegant 
tufts,, often six feet high, was one of the most ornamental 
plants in the valley ; wliile as uncommon forms I may 
enumerate a prickly Sophora, Orobanche, Parietaria, and 
in ponds a little Utricufaria, closely resembling a Euro- 
pean species. 

A small-leaved elm, which is common near Tagai-, is 
apparently wild, — at least it is not acknowledged by the 
inhabitants as a cultivated tree. I have not observed 
this tree elsewhere in Tibet, but Mr. Vigne mentions 
that he met with an elm in the mountains between Shigar 
and Khapalu. It appears to be the same with a species 
common in the forests of the lower valleys of Kashmir. 
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About a mile from the large village of Panamik are 
the hot springs fonnerly visited by Moorcroft, They are 
two in nnmberj and spring from the rocky mountain- 
side, about a hundred yards from the edge of the plain. 
The temperature of the water in the spring which I tried 
was 170 '5°. It was faintly sulphurous both in taste 
and smell, but not perceptibly saline, and deposited a 
thick calcareous incrustation on everything within its 
reach. 

To the south of Panamik the rocks of Nubra are 
chiefly black slate, but transported blocks of granite are 
ever3rwhere common, and at that village the latter rock 
descends to the level of the river, and continues to form 
the whole mass of the mountains on the left side of the 
valley as far as I continued along it. On the right side 
there were indications of stratification on the steep sides 
of the mountains, and, from the colour, the rock there 
appeared to be partly granite and partly mctamorphic 
slate. 
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Start for Karakoram— Steep ascent ou<A)f Nubra valley — Meet a party 
of Merchants from Yaikand — View from summit of pass — Eapid tor- 
rent — ^Large glacieiv-Steep moraines — Alpine vegetation — ^Nume- 
jrous glaciers — Lakes — Glacier on crest of Sassar pass — Sassar — 
Cross Shayuk river; — Murgai — Limestone rocks — AsSend Murgai 
Valley to 16,800 feet^Singular limestone formation — Open plain 
Hbove 17,000 feet — Becross Shayuk river — Karakoram pass — Re- 
turn to Sassar — Glaciers of Sassar — ^Return to Le — Start for Kash- 
mir — Lamayura — ^Phatu pass — Kanji river — ^Namika pass — ^Molbil 
Pashkyum-— Kargil — Dras — Zoji pass— Kashmir — Lahore — Com- 
pletion of journey. 

k 

Having at last completed the preparations necessary for 
a journey of twenty days through uninhabited regions, I 
started on <;he 9th of August from the village of Taksha. 
My first day’s journey lay up the Nubra valley, which 
continued wide, though tlw* alluvial platforms were desti- 
tute of cultivation, and quite barren. In several places 
(always opposite to ravines) Jpiey were covered with enor- 
mous boulders, which had all the appearance of having 
been brought to the position they occupied by glaciers. 
Two small villages were seen, both on the west bank of 
the river. Four miles from Taksha I crossed, by a good 
wooden bri^e, a laj^e stream whicb descended from the 
mountains ^ my right; hand through an exceedingly 
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rocky gorge. After seven miles and a half, I found that 
I had reached the point at which the road followed by 
the merchants in travelling from Le to Yarkand leaves 
the valley of Nubra. It was too late in the day to attempt 
the ascent of the ridge to, the right ; I therefore encamped 
-in a grove of willows, which formed a belt along the mar- 
gin of a steeam whose bed was now quite dry, its scanty 
supply of water having been diverted into an artificial 
channel for the irrigation of a couple of fields of in- 
different barley not far off. 

In the valley of Nubra, beyond this encamping ground, 
wliich is known by the name of Changlung, there are, I 
believe, only three small villages, the most distant of which 
appeared to be not more than five or six miles off. In 
the direction of the valley, which was still north-north-west, 
very lofty mountains were visible at no great distance, 
all with snowy tops, and generally with heavy snow-beds 
and glaciers in their hollows ; and according to the state- 
ment of my guides, the river at the distance of less than 
two days’ journey issues from beneath a glacier, by which 
all passage is stopped*. 

On the 10th of August I started at daybreak, im- 
mediately commencing the ascent of the momitain range 
which enclosed the valley on the east. Tlie mountain was 
exceedingly steep, indeed almost precipitous, and the road 
proceeded in a zigzag direction over bare granite rock, 
with scarce a vestige of vegetation. During the ascent 
I had a good view of the valley, and of the moimtain 

• Two months kter. Captain Straehey ascended the Nubra valley 
till stopped by this glacier, which appears to be on a still more gigantic 
scale than those of the Shayidt to the eastward. 
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ramge which hounded it on the south-west ; large patches 
of snow lay on its peaks, and here and there I saw a 
small glacier in its ravines. The upper part of the val- 
leys by which these mountains were furrowed had a very 
moderate slope, but from about 14,000 feet down to the 
bottom they were extremely abrupt. 

After about 3500 feet of extremely laborious climbing, 
I arrived at a small level plain, perhaps two hundred 
yards long and, forty or fifty wide, evidently much fre- 
quented as a resting-plaec by travellers, a small pool of 
water being the inducement. I here met a party of mer- 
chants on their way from Yarkand to Le. Their goods 
were conveyed by ponies, apparently much exhausted 
by their long journey through desert country. I had 
noticed, on the way up the mountain, that the road was 
lined by numerous skeletons and scattered bones of 
horses ; I had,also seen one or two of the same animals 
recently dead, and the appearance of these loaded ponies 
enabled me to understand the cause of the great mor- 
tality. Many of the unfortunate animals appeared 
scarcely to have strength to accomplish the few miles 
of descent which still intervened between them and 
plenty of food. The main reliance of the merchants for 
the support of their horses is on com carried with them, 
to which there must be a limit, otherwise they would 
cany nothing but their own food. 

From this halting-place the remainder of the ascent 
was less abrupt, though still steep and extremely stony. 
There was, however, a little more vegetation than on the 
lower part, where the barren rocks, except at the" very 
base, produced scarcely anytliing biit Ejj/iedray a dwarf 
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species of Bhanmm, and tufts of the hardy Statue. 
Higher up, several -species of Astragalm and Artetnisia 
were plentiful, with Litho^ermum emhromm, Dracoce- 
phahm heterophylhm, and several ChenopodiacecB and 
grasses. The top of the ridge had an elevation of 
15,300 feet, but from its extreme aridity and rockiness, 
and its consequent elevated temperature, no alpine plants 
occurred. On reaching the top I was able to see some- 
thing of the road before me, regarding which I had 
previously had little information, except in accounts of its 
extreme difficulty. These I had been inchned to con- 
sider exaggerated, but the prospect before me was mi- 
doubtedly far from tempting. Immediately below lay a 
narrow stony valley, to which, from the spot on which I 
stood, the descent was almost perpendicular. Opposite 
to me there was a range of mountains higher than that 
on which I stood, with here and there a patch of snow. 
The valley below me was partly occupied by a mass of 
loose alluvial conglomerate, through which the stream 
had excavated a deep ravine; its direction was south-south- 
west, and there could be no doubt that the stream which I 
had crossed the day before, about half-way, was that which 
drained the valley upon which I now looked down. On 
the top of the alluvial platform, on the opposite side, 
there was a narrow strip of green, indicating a small 
patch of cidtivation, without, however, any habitation, 
the crop being apparently left to its fate till ready for the 
reaper. In every other direction, stones and snow were 
alone visible. 

I descended obliquely into the valley, so as to reach it 
about a mile and a half higher up than the spot from 
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which it was first visible. The descent was very labo- 
rious, a great part of it being covered with loose gravel 
or coarse sand, produced by the disintegration of the 
granite rocks. ^ There was rather more vegetation than 
on the opposite face, and I collected a number of plants 
which I had not recently met with ; a Ne^eta, Scrophu- 
laria, Cicer, and Heraclewm, and two shrubby PotentiUa, 
were the commonest species. One of the species of 
Potentilla (P. discolor of Jacquemont) was remarkable 
for exciting violent sneezing when touched or shaken ; 
this curious property seemed to be owing to a very fine 
dust which covered the under surface of the leaves. 

After reaching the surface of the alluvial platform 
overiianging the stream, about half a mile of gentle 
asccait among large stones brought me, after a journey 
of ten miles, to my encamping ground. This was a level 
spot, close to a lateral torrent, which had its source in 
a snow-bed in the mountains on the left, and was rush- 
ing in a most impetuous milk-white torrent over immense 
boulders, to unite itself to the main stream. The eleva- 
tion of my camp was about 14,000 feet. 

On the moniing of the 11th, at starting, I crossed the 
torrent close to camp. Although much less considerable 
than it had been the previous afternoon, still, from its 
great rapidity and the number of boulders in its bed, 
the crossing was not accomplished without difficulty by 
the laden animials, who carried the greater part of my 
baggage, I crossed it myself by leaping from boulder 
to boulder, which would have been quite impossible in 
the afternoon of the previous day, when it was swollen by 
the action of the sun upon the snow. The road lay up 
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the valley parallel to the river, among a most extraordi- 
nary accumnlation of granite boulders of all sizes, from 
one to ten feet in diameter, piled upon one another in 
vast heaps, and evidently transported by a former glacier. 
After about half a mile, I crossed the river by a wooden 
bridge of two or three beams, which must have been 
brought from Nubra for the purpose, as no timber of any 
sort grows in the valley. The stream was very rapid 
and muddy. A mile further, a torrent descending from 
the mountains on the right was crossed, and soon after I 
got upon the bank of the main stream, now more tran- 
quil and fordable. The road for the remainder of the 
march lay along its left bank, over boulders and gravel, 
ascending now and then a little way on steep sloping 
banks, entirely composed of transported materials. I 
encamped on a level, somewhat grassy spot of ^ound, 
which was evidently commonly used as a halting-place, 
having travelled only four and a half miles, an unneces- 
sarily short day’s work. I had throughout my journey 
had considerable difficulty in fixing the marches at proper 
lengths, the inhabitants having no measure of distance 
but the day’s journey. In the present instance, my tent 
was pitched, and most of the party had commenced to 
cook, or were dispersed to collect fuel, long before my 
arrival, so that I was obUged to rest content for the day. 

The course travelled during the day had been north- 
north-east, but I had evidently arrived nearly as far as was 
practicable in that direction, for about half a mile in front 
was the bluff" -end of a very large glacier, filling up the 
continuation of the valley, This glacier, which was nearly 
half a mile wide, was covered almost entirely with stones 
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and earth, very little of its surface being visible, and the 
dirty black colour of its terminating cliff showing how 
much soil had been mixed up with it in its progress. 
The elpvation of my tent was about 14,500 feet, and the 
termination of the glacier may have been 250 feet higher. 
All aroimd the mountains were very lofty, their tops 
covered with snow, which nowhere came within 2000 
feet at least of the valley, even on northern exposures. 
Granite was everywhere the prevailing rock, but on the 
higher mountain slopes, which were often precipitous, 
it was much intermixed with a dark rock, probably clay- 
slate. 

Buring the day I had scarcely seen any vegetation, 
excfi^it when close to the edge of the stream. Among 
the boulders and on the bare stony ground there was 
frequcfttly not a vestige of herbage. Near one of 
the ravines I found the white shrubl^ Poicniilla, along 
with an exceedingly pretty prostrate plant, with bright 
rose-coloured flowers, belonging to the order of Compo- 
sitce : it was a species of the genus Allardia, described 
by M. Decaisne from the collections of Jacquemont,. by 
whom it was found in Piti. One of the very few alpine 
plants which I saw during the day was a little gentian, 
common among the turf close to my tent. Round camp 
a species of nettle was plentiful, seemingly, like others 
of the genus, attracted by the nitrogenous nature of the 
soil of an encamping ground much jfrequented by shep- 
herds with their flocks. The sting of this nettle, though 
rather faint, was quite perceptible. It was dmdedly an 
alpine plant, which is rather uncommon, not only in the 
genus, but the order to which it belongs. 
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The journey of the 12th of August commenced by a 
steep ascent into a lateral valley descending from the 
eastward. The hill-side up which I climbed (apparently 
the bluff termination of an ancient moraine) was very 
stony and dry. When a sufficient elevation above my 
encampment had been gained, I obtained a commanding 
view of the glacier which occupied the continuation of 
the "main valley. It was nearly straight, and, as I believe, 
at least five or six miles long ; distances, however, are so 
difficult to estimate on snow, that this must be regarded 
as a mere guess. The inclination of its surface was con- 
siderable ; but, while the distance remained doubtful, no 
just estimate of the height of the ridge from which it 
descended could be made. On each side, two or three 
lateral glaciers, descending from the mountains by which 
it was enclosed, contributed to increase its size, all loaded 
with heaps of stones, which had at the lower end of the 
central glacier so acciunulated as completely to cover its 
whole surface. 

After 800 or 1000 feet of ascent I found that I had 
attained the level of the lateral valley, along which the 
road ran, and that the remainder of the way was much 
more gentle, but exceedingly fatiguing, from its excessive 
roughness, and from the great elevation, which made the 
slightest exertion difficult. On both sides were high 
ranges of mountains, which had much snow on their 
summits, and in one or two ravines there was a small 
snow-bed or incipient glacier, but the distance from the 
crest of the ridge not being great, no glacier of any 
length was formed. On the left hand, the mountains 
were steeper and higher than those on the right, and 
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several bulky glaciers on very steep slopes occupied their 
ravines. None of these entered the vaUey along which 
my road lay, but their moraines often projected to its 
very centre, forming immense piles of angular fragments 
of rocks, which attained, in more than one place, a height 
of several hundred feet, and indicated that the glaciers 
had at some former period advanced much ftirther than 
they now do. The main valley was itself everywhere 
covered vrith boulders ; in some places large blocks, ten 
to twenty feet in diameter, were arranged at moderate 
distances from one another, but more frequently the 
fragments were all small. 

After the first steep ascent, the slope of the valley was 
uniformly gentle, except when a steep-sided moraine had 
to be passed. Latterly a few small patches of snow oc- 
curred in the valley. I encamped at 16,600 feet, on a 
level grassy spot of ground close to a small circular plain 
resembling the bed of a lake, and still partially covered 
with snow. The snow level on the mountains to the 
south had approached within less than one hundred feet 
of the level of the plain. Though the distance travelled 
during the day was only six miles, I felt a good deal 
fatigued, and suffered much from headache, caused by 
the rarefaction of the air. 

From the great quantity of snow on the mountains 
all around, there had been throughout the day an abun- 
dance (rf moisture, and vegetation was in consequence 
much more plentiful than usual. The plants were all 
alpine, and being mostly diminutive, had to be sought 
in the crevices (rf rocks, and among the stones which 
everywhere abounded. The banks of the stream were 
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frequently grassy, and there was a great deal of marshy 
ground. Most of the plants obtained were in full flower, 
and. the colours were in general very bright, and suffi- 
ciently varied. By far the greater part belonged to the 
same genera which prevail on European mountains, such 
as I)raha, Saocifraga, Sibbaldia, Polentilla, Itanmiculm, 
Papaoer, PeMctdaris, Ceraalium, Leontopodium, and Suus- 
snrea. The most remarkable forms were tlwee species of 
Allardia, several Astragali, a one-flowered Lgdmis, Bel- 
‘ phinium Brumnianum, and a Ligularia. The alpine net- 
tle was common on many parts of the road, chiefly nem’ 
places frequented by tbc shepherds fis halting-pkiccs. 

Next day at starting I proceeded along the edge of the 
small plain close to which I had been encamped. On the 
right hapd was an ancient moraine, which prevented me 
from seeing, the road in advance. At the upper end of 
the plain I found a small streamlet running parallel to the 
moraine ; and about a mile from camp 1 reached the cud 
of a small glacier, from which the streamlet had its origin. 
Crossing the latter, which was still partially frozen, 1 
ascended in a deep hollow between the left side of the 
glacier and the moraine. The icy mass had not yet begun 
to thaw, the temperature being stiU below freezing. Afha* 
half a mile I ascended on the surface of the ice, and as soon 
as I did so, was enabled to see that the glacier Hlid its 
origin in a ravine ou the south, and entered the main val- 
ley almost opposite to me. The great body of the ice 
took a westerly direction, forming the glacier along which 
I had been travelling ; but a portion formed a cliff to the 
eastward, which dipped abruptly into a small, apparently 
deep lake. At the distance of perhaj)8 five, hundred 
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yards there was another glacier, which descended from a 
valley in the northern range of mountains, and, like the 
one on which I stood, presented a perpendicular wall to 
the little lake. Right and left of the lake were enormous 
piles of boulders, occupying the interval between its 
margin and the mountains, or rather filling up a portion 
of the space which it would otherwise have occupied. 
Into this very singular hollow I descended, on a steep 
icy slope, and passing along the northern margin of the 
lake, ascended, on the glacier beyond ; as before, between • 
the ice and moraine. 

On reaching the surface of the second glacier, I found 
that a similar but smaller depression lay beyond it to 
the east, in which also there was a small lake, with 
another mass of ice beyond it. This third glacier also, 
came from the north, and was a much more formidable 
mass than those which had already been crossed. It 
was very steep, and was covered with snow, which was 
beginning to thaw more than was convenient. When at 
the highest part, I found that though apparently nearly 
level, it sloped downwards sensibly, though very slightly 
for nearly half a mile, in an easterly direction. It was 
evident that I had now reached the highest part of the 
ascent, and that the crest of the pass was covered by this 
glacier. I did not make any observation to determine its 
altitude, but the ascent from camp was very moderate, 
not, I think, exceeding a thousand feet. Assuming this 
estimate to be correct, the height of th^ pass would be 
about 17,600 feet, which I believe will prove not far from 
the truth. 

On so icy an ascent vegetation covdd not be expected 
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to be plentiful j still, even in* the depressions between 
the glaciers, the crevices among the boulders produced 
a few plants, mostly the same as those observed the day 
before, but three species of Saussurea were the most 
common of jill. Before arriving at the first glacier, the 
beautiful Primula collected on the pass above Le was 
met with in great abundance. 

For about half a mile, as I have said, the slope of the 
glacier was just perceptible ; beyond that distance the 
descent was abrupt. On reaching the end of the level 
portion, T obtained an excellent view to the eastward, in 
which direction a wide valley was secai at a distance of 
several miles. Through this valley, from left to right, 
ran a considerable river, which proved to be the Sha- 
yuk. Beyond the river, rocky nionntaius weix seen, 
a])parcntly nearly as high as those near at hand, and 
perfectly barren. In descending from the pass, T soon 
left the surface of the ice, which, as soon as the slope 
l)cca.inc abrupt, was too rugged to be walked over. I 
t hen got upon the moraine ; about half-way down, the 
glacier, which had l.attcrly been almost entirely covorcfl 
with debris, came to an end, but a moraine continued 
a, long way down, and the remainder of the descent 
was very stony. 1 encamped at about 15,400 feet on 
a dry gravelly [)lain, close to the broad valley of the 
Shayuk, but at least 500 feet above it. To the right, 
in a very deep ravine, was a small stream, on the banks 
of which were patches of snow. The name of the 
ground on which I encamped, which is a usual hiilting- 
f)lace, was Sassar, and the Ihirki merchants call the pass 
also by the same name. 
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“ From Sassar not more ‘than three or four miles of the 
upward course of the river were visible, but within that 
distance three glaciers were in sight. Two of these 
stopped short of the valley, while the third, which was 
at the most distant point visible, appeared to descend to 
the river. An enormous precipice, which must have 
been at least 3000 feet in height, rose on the opposite 
side of the valley beyond the glaciers. Downward the 
valley of the Shayuk was seen for nearly ten nxiles, as a 
wide gravelly plain, with high rugged mountains on both 
sides. 

On the morning after my arrival at Sassar, it was 
snowing shghtly at daybreak, and continued to do so 
till near noon. The snow melted almost immediately 
on the level ground, but on the mountain-sides it lay all 
day, down as low as the level of ray tent. The after- 
noon was dull and stormy, but no more snow fell. This 
unfavorable weather was of less consequence, because 
I had determined to halt in order to make fresh arrange- 
ments for my baggage, being advised not to take any 
cattle beyond Sassar, the roads in advance being very 
bad. I afterwards found that they were gravelly, which 
is more injurious than even rock to the improtected feet 
of the Tibetan bullock. 

The gravelly sloping hiUs round my encampment were 
covered with abundance of vegetation, but few of the 
species were alpine, and almost all were famiUar to me. 
A species of Allium, with purple flowers and broad strap- 
shaped leaves, was the most plentiful of all. Thrmopsis 
was frequent, in fruit; other common plants were 
species of Artemisia, Cynoglosmm, Cicer, and Draco- 
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cephalum. The only new species were a very handsome 
dark purple Nepeta, which grew in large tufts among 
loose shingle, and a tail Samsurea, by far the largest 
species of the genus which I had found in Tibet, but I 
believe one of those described from Jacquemont’s collec- 
tions. A species of Rheim occurred occasionally on dry 
stony places, but it was the same which I had found 
several times before. 

On the 16th of August I resumed my journey. The 
morning was misty, with a few flakes of snow at inter- 
vals, and the sky remained overcast aU day, with high 
squalls of wind. My road lay across the Shayuk, but 1 
found it necessary to ascend about half a mile on the 
high bank before I reached a place where it was pos- 
sible to descend to its gravelly plain, which was more 
than half a mile wide, and quite destitute of any kind of 
vegetation. The river was running in several channels, 
with an average depth of about a foot and a half ; in one 
place only it was as much as two feet. The current ran 
with considerable rapidity. 

On the opposite side of the plain of the Shayuk, I en- 
tered an extremely narrow ravine, bounded by precipices 
of black slate, down which ran a small stream, which 
crossed at every turn of the ravine from one side to the 
other, generally close to the rocky wall, and had to be 
forded a great number of times. After a mile and a 
half, the road, suddenly quitting the ravine, turned to 
the right, and ascended by a steep pathway to a wide, 
very gently rising plain, bounded on both sides by 
snowy mountains. This plain was partly grassy, but 
mostly composed of hard dry clay. In a few spots 
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where snow appeared recently to have lain, the clay 
was soft and treacherous, sinking under the feet. 
About a mile’s walk over this plain brought me to the 
highest part of it, beyond which it began to slope to 
the eastward, at first very gently but afterwards more 
rapidly. Many large isolated boulders were observed 
on its surface. It was cimious to observe that the gravel 
produced by the disintegration of the mountains (chiefly, 
I suppose, by snow-slips in ■winter) differed in colour 
on the two sides of the valley, and that the line of de- 
noarcation followed very closely the centre of the valley. 
The northern mountains, being granitic, proditccd a hai*d 
(juartzy gravel, while those to the south, which were 
schistose, contributed a dark-coloured gravel of sharj) 
slaty fragments. On the lower part of the descent, a 
small rivulet made its appearance in the centre of the 
plain, and I encamped, after nine and a half miles, close 
to an open valley of considerable size, whose course 
seemed to be south-east. 

This encampiug-grouud is called by the Turki mer- 
chants Murgai, by the Tibetans, Murgo-Chumik ; the for- 
mer name being probably a corruption of the latter. It 
was the last place at which 1 was to expect a sufficiency 
of fuel, of even, with rare exceptions, of grass for my 
horse, which, though not often used, I was unwilling to 
leave behind, lest I should by any accident be disabled 
from walking. The temperature of boiling water here 
indicated an elevation of about 15,100 feet, but as the 
weather was stormy and threatening, this was probably 
several hundred feet more than the truth. A number 
of springs appeared to break out of the ground close to 
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my tent, where there was a considerable extent of boggy 
pasture, much greener than is usual at so great an eleva- 
tion. A few bushes of Myricaria eleyam were the only 
shrubs, but tufts of Artemisia and JEnrotia were suffi- 
ciently plentiful to produce an abundance of fuel. In 
the boggy meadow, a, pretty little species of Primula 
was very abundant ; the other plants observed were a 
wliite PecHcfularw, two species of Triylochin, and some 
Carices and grasses. 

The moming of the 16th of August was bright and 
Ijcautiful, the clouds having been entirely dissipated 
(luring the night. The wide valley near which I was 
encamped descended, as I was informed, to the Shayuk, 
which it was said to join through a rocky gorge eight or 
ten miles lower down than Sassar. Along its course 
the merchants are in the habit of ascending at the season 
when the valley of the Shayuk . is followed all the way 
from Nubra, which is only practicable in early spring 
and late in the autumn, at which times that river is ford- 
able tluoughout. It is a fortunate circumstance for the 
trade that there is thus a choice of routes, for at these 
seasons the Sassar pass must be in a great measure 
blocked up with snow. 

On my arrival at Murgai, I had observed that the 
momitains to the north wefe very precipitous, and Had 
been puzzled to decide what direction the road might 
take. On starting, however, I found that it lay along 
the upward course of the stream which watered the valley 
before me, and which here issued from the mountains 
through a very narrow ravine with high precipices on 
both sides. At first I ascended to the top of a platform 
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of conglomerate which lay at the base of the mountains. 
The ground was strewed with fragments of limestone, 
evidently derived from the moimtains above ; and about 
half a mile from camp I passed a calcareous spring 
which had deposited large quantities of tufa throughout 
the whole of the space between its soiuce and the face 
of the precipice which overhung the river : the thick- 
ness of the incrustation was, in front of the cliff, from six 
to eight feet. A little further on, the road descended 
abraptly to the stream, and, after crossing it several times 
within. a few hundred yards, ascended equally abruptly 
the steep stony slopes on its left bank, at a point where 
its coitrse, which had previously been nearly north, 
turned rather suddenly to the eastward. On emerging 
from the ravine, two small glaciers came in sight almost 
directly opposite, in branches of a narrow and very deep 
gorge, which descended from the mountains to the north 
nearly in the original direction of the ravine. The road 
ascended to the height of at least 1000 feet, and then 
proceeded along the steep slopes, alternately ascending 
and descending over very stony ground, occasionally co- 
vered with loose limestone shingle. The stream was 
visible below, running through a narrow rocky fissure. 

After about a mile and a half, the road again de- 
scended to the river, now a little wider, with a gravelly 
channel. Here I found that there were two roads. 
One of these, for loaded animals, ascended steeply on 
the north side, to the height of nearly 1000 feet, 
and again descended very, abruptly. The other was in 
the bed of the stream, which was partially fiUed up with 
huge blocks of rock. The stream being almost dry, I 
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took the lower road, which for pedestrians was only ob- 
jectionable from its great roughness, and because it was 
necessary to cross the rivulet occasionally. After about 
a quarter of a mile, the ravine suddenly opened out into 
a gravelly plain nearly half a mile in width, traversed by 
numerous branches of the little stream : these were now 
almost dry, owing to the cloudy weather of the last few 
days having in a great measure stopped the melting of 
the glaciers by which they were supplied. Along this 
open plain I continued for nearly five miles. In one 
place only it contracted again for a few hundred yards 
into a gorge full of huge rocky masses heaped one on an- 
other, by which it was apparently quite blocked up ; this 
however was avoided by a slight ascent among angular 
limestone fragments. On descending into the plain 
again, I observed a very small patch of grassy ground 
on a bank a few feet above the level of the stream, the 
only herbage seen during the day. About a mile further 
on I encamped, after a march of nine miles, on the south 
side of the plain, on a dry bank elevated four or five feet 
above its gravelly bed. There was a sudden change in 
the direction of the valley just at my encamping-ground, 
its further course being in a direction west of north. 
The elevation of my tent was very nearly 16,000 feet. 

High, rugged, precipitous mountains, with snowy tops, 
rose on both sides of the road during the whole of this 
day’s journey. The rock throughout the day was lime- 
stone, a few thin layers of slate excepted. It varied much 
in colour, but was generally very dark and highly crystal- 
line, and often contained large masses of white calcareous 
spar. It was distinctly stratified, and occasionally ex- 
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hibited obscure traces of what might be fossils, but which 
were too indistinct to be rehed upon. The principal mass 
of snow seen was nearly due south of my encampment, 
but this was probably owing to the northerly exposure 
of the mountains on that side. The vegetation observed 
during the day was scanty in the extreme ; Eurotia, a 
Saimurea with very viscid leaves, Oxytropis chiliophylla, 
and Biehersteinia odora being almost the only plants on 
the stony slopes and shingle during the first half of the 
way. On the gravelly plain there was no vegetation at 
all, but on its margins a fcAV scattered plants were occa- 
sionally to be found, a Pyrethrwn and two or three Cru- 
cif&m being the species noted. The most remarkable 
plant observed during the day was a species of Alsine 
in dense hemispherical tufts, a foot or more in diameter. 
Tliis plant (the moss of Moorcroft’s visit to Garu, and 
of other travellers iii and on the borders of Tibet) is a 
common Tibetan plant at very great elevations, 16,000 
feet being perhaps not far from its lowest level*. 

On the 17th my road lay entirely along the gravelly 
plain in a direction always considerably to the west of 
north. The plain gradually narrowed as I advanced, 
and came to an end by contracting into a rocky ravine, 
just as I halted for the day. The mountains on the left 
were still very lofty ; one glacier was seen on that side. 
On the right the mountains were lower and quite with- 
out snow, but extremely rugged and rocky. The slope 

* Excellent specimens of this singular alpine plant, each tuft of 
which must, I think, represent the growth of centuries, may be seen in 
the Museum of the Eoyal Gardens at Kew, collected by Dr. Hooker 
in Eastern Tibet, 
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of the valley was scarcely perceptible, but I found at the 
end of my day’s journey, which amounted to twelve 
miles, that I had risen above 700 feet, the height of my 
encampment being a little more than 16,700 feet. The 
day was bright and sunny, and the stream, which, in the 
morning was quite insignificant, not three feet wide and 
scarcely ankle-deep, had increased much by the after- 
noon, and had become of a dirty red colour. It was 
twenty feet wide, and a foot and a half deep, where I 
crossed it just before halting. The vegetation was still 
more scanty than the day before, though most of the 
plants then noted were again seen occasionally. Small 
tufts of a little 8tipa were not uncommon, constituting 
almost the only food for cattle, as patches of green grass, 
a few feet in diameter, were only seen twice duiing the 
day. Two very small Smmureai formed dense tufted 
masses on the surface of the groimd, and a little rose- 
coloured Astraffcdm spread itself prostrate over the 
gravel ; indeed, this mode of growth seemed to be cha- 
racteristic either of the climate or soil, as I found, though 
rarely, a species of Myricaria, with short thick wiry 
branches lying flat on the ground and spreading into 
patches a yard in diameter. 

Not far from the point where the direction of the val- 
ley changed so suddenly, the blue or greyish massive but 
brittle limestone of the higher mountains gave place to a 
rock of a very difierent appearance. This was also a 
limestone, perfectly white, or with a very faint yelloMush 
or greyish tinge, and either quite amorphous, with a 
saccharine texture, and often honeycombed, or composed 
of a congeries of very minute crystals. Occasionally, 
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but rarely, rolled pebbles were seen in it. No traces of 
stratification were anywhere discoverable, in which re- 
spect it differed very strikingly from the limestone of the 
previous day, in which lines of stratification, much con- 
torted, were well seen in many sections exposed at dif- 
ferent heights. This remarkable limestone formed the 
rock on both sides of the gravelly plain during the 
greater part of the day’s journey. In one place only 
metamorphic slate was seen below it, dipping at a high 
angle to the north-east. The limestone was extremely 
brittle, and the cliffs terminated above in sharp pinnacles 
of the’ most fantastic shapes, while at the base they were 
covered with heaps of angular debris*-. A coarse conglo- 
merate replaced the limestone during the last mile pre- 
vious to my encamping. 

On the 18 th of August, after following for a few hun- 
dred yards the course of the stream through a narrow 
rocky gorge, the road turned abruptly to the right, up 
a dry stony ravine, ascending rather rapidly. The coarse 
conglomerate of the lower part of this ravine was suc- 
ceeded by a coarse sandstone, and that again by an inco- 
herent alluvial conglomerate with a clayey matrix. After 
a short distance, the ravine widened out into a narrow, 
gravelly, moderately steep valley, with low rounded hills 
on cither side. By^d^grees, as I increased my elevation, 
superb snowy mountains came in sight to the south-west, 
and on attaining the top of the ascent an open, gravelly, 
somewhat undulating plain lay before me, while behind 
a grand snowy range was 'seen in perfection, forming 

* 1 have no conjecture to offer regarding the age or nature of this 
very remarkable rock. 
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apparently a continuous chain, with a direction from 
south-east to north-west. The snow was to the eye per- 
fectly continuous in both directions as far as the moun- 
tains were visible, and appeared everywhere to lie on the 
mountain-sides to three and four thousand feet below 
their tops. As I had passed through this apparent chain 
of mountains without rising above 16,000 feet, the coHs 
tinuity of the snowy mass was of course a deception. 
Many very lofty peaks rose above the others at intervals. 
The height of the more distant ones I could not venture 
to estimate, but I felt at the time fully convinced that a 
very high peak, just opposite to me, and distant, siccord- 
ing to bearings taken afterwards, about ten miles (in a 
direct line) from the edge of the plain, was 6000 or 7000 
feet higher than the ground on which I stood, or at least' 
24,000 feet above the level of the sea. I do not wish 
that any great degree of confidence should be placed on 
this estimate, but I think it right that I should state 
my impression at the time, formed without any wish to 
exaggerate. 

The stream along whicii I had ascended during the two 
last days lay in a deep ravine far below the level of the; 
plain. Its source was evidently not far distant, and it 
issued no doubt from a large glacier at the head of the 
gorge, though the slight upward slope of the plain to the 
west prevented me from seeing its precise origin. In a 
northerly direction the plain appeared to extend for. six 
or seven miles, and beyond it lay several ranges of moun- 
tains running from east to west, but only very moderately 
patched with snow. Eastward the plain diminished 
slightly in elevation for four or five miles, at which dls- 



430 ELEVATED PLAIN {AuffUSt, 

tancc there was a low range of hills, and immediately at 
their foot a small stream apparently running to the north- 
ward. Beyond these low hills were a number of lofty 
black peal^s to the northward of the great mass of snow, 
on the further side of which the country probably dips to 
the eastward in the direction of Khoten. Every one of 
my guides positively denied the existence of any road in 
that direction ; afraid, perhaps, that I might attempt to 
proceed by it; for I learned afterwards, on my return 
to Le, from a merchant of Yarkand, that there was an 
unfrequented path by which Khoten might be reached, 
if tlic Chinese authorities were willing to permit it to 
be used. 

My road lay across the open plain in a direction very 
little west of north. The surface of the ground was 
covered with a few boulders and many small pebbles, for 
the most part rolled, and very various in composition ; 
granite, greenstones of many sorts, amygdaloid, lime- 
stone, and different-coloured slates, being all seen. Many 
of these were encrusted with a calcareous concretion, 
and the whole plain had the appearance, of having for- 
merly been the bed of a lake. Skeletons and scattered 
bones of horses indicated with great exactness the road 
across this arid tract, which seemed to be almost desti- 
tute of either animal life or vegetation. The only living 
beings seen were a few ravens, a hoopoe, and a small 
bird somewhat like a sparrow. Tufts of the moss-like 
AMne, referred to on the 17th, were the only vegetation, 
except in the bed of a little rivulet near the middle of 
the plain, wliich produced a few specimens of Sammrea 
and Sihhaldia. This streamlet rose in a large patch of 



OF KARAKORAM. 


431 


1848.] 

snow about half a mile to the westward, and ran towards 
the east, turning afterwards nearly due north along the 
foot of a low range of hills mentioned above. The eleva- 
tion of its bed, which was the lowest part of the table- 
land in the direction in which I crossed it, was 17,300 
feet, and the lowest part of the plain was immediately 
under the low hiUs to the eastward, where it probably 
was about 17,000 feet. 

There was no snow on the plain, except one patch close 
to its highest part, in which the little rivulet had its 
source, and a very few remnants on the shady side of a 
low undulating ridge, which crosses it near its northern 
border. After about five miles, having been ascending 
very gradually since leaving the banks of the stream, I 
passed tluough an opening between two low gravelly 
hills, and found myself looking down upon a wide 
valley, into which I descended very gradually along a 
dry ravine. Passing a small patch of swampy, grassy 
gromid, at which I left my horse with a servant till my 
return, as there was no food for liim further on, I 
arrived, about two miles from the point at which the 
valley just came in sight, at a small river about thirty 
feet wide and ankle-deep, running from cast to west. 
According' to the information of my guides, this was the 
river which runs past Sassar, — ^in fact, the Shayuk. None 
of them had followed its course, but they assured me 
that there was no doubt of the accuracy of their state- 
ment, which indeed is confirmed by the fact (which I 
mention on the authority of Yarkand merchants) that for- 
merly travellers used to ascend the Shayuk from Sassar, 
in order to refich the Karakoram pass, instead t)f pur- 
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suing the circuitous route by which I travelled ; but that 
about ten or twelve years ago the glaciers above Sassar 
descended so low as entirely to prevent any one passing 
in that direction, for which reason it became necessary 
to adopt a new road*. ^ 

The course of the Shayuk was visible for several miles, 
running nearly due west. Beyond that distance, it dis- 
appeared among rocky hills. Fording the river, I as- 
cended a steep bank, to get upon a stony platform, over 
which I proceeded in a northerly direction, gradually 
approaching a small stream which came from the north 
to join the Shayuk. Passing a low rounded hill to the 
ri^t, I descended after about two miles into the ravine 
excavated by this little stream, and, crossing it, encamped 
under low limestone rocks on its right bank after a march 
of twelve miles. I did not ascertain the elevation of this 
halting-ground, but, from the result of an experiment 
made at a place which appeared nearly midway (in point 
of elevation) between it and the bed of the Shayuk, 
where I got a boiling-point, indicating an elevation of 
17,000 feet, I estimate the bed of the river at 16,800 
feet, and my encamping-groimd of the 18th at 17,200 
feet. The plain all round seemed destitute of vegeta- 
tion, so that, as on the two last days, there was a great 
scarcity of fuel, which had to be collected from a dis- 
tance of many miles; and consisted only of the roots 
of a small bushy Artemisia or Tanacetum, which rose 
three or four inches above the ground. During these 

* The itinerary of Mir Izzet UUah shows that at the. time of his 
journey from Le to Yarkand the direct road up the Shayuk was still 
open. ^ 
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tliree days, I suffered very considerably from the effects 
of the rarefaction of the air, being never free from a 
dull headache, which was increased on the slightest ex- 
ertion. 

On the 19th of August, leaving my tent standing, I 
started to visit the Karakoram pass, the limit of my jour- 
ney to the northward. The country round my halting- 
place WHS qpen, except to the north, where a stream 
descended through a narrow valley from a range of hills, 
the highest part of which was apparently about 3000 
feet above me. All the rivers had formed for themselves 
depressions in the platform of gravel which was spread 
over the plain. At first I kept on the south bank of the 
river close to which I had halted, but about a mile from 
r!amp I crossed a large tributary which descended from 
the south-west, and soon after, turning round the rocky 
termination of a low range of hills, entered a narrow 
valley which came from a Uttle west of north-wrest. At 
the foot of the rocky jlbint of the range were three very 
small huts, built against the rock as a place of shelter for 
travellers, in case of stormy or snowy weather ; and bones 
of horses were here scattered about the plain in greater 
profusion than usual. 

I ascended this valley for about six miles ; its width 
varied from 200 yards to about half a mile, gradually 
widening as I ascended. The slope was throughout 
gentle. An accumulation of alluvium frequently formed 
broad and gently sloping banks, whigh were cut into 
cliffs by the river. Now and then laj’ge tracts covered 
with glacial boulders were passed over; and several 
vsraall streams were crossed, descending from the noitliern 
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Dlottntams through narrow ravines. About eight 
from my starting-^int the road left the bank o|Fthe 
stream, and began to ascend obliquely and gradually on 
the sides of the hills. The course of the valley be|(6nd 
where I left it continued unaltered, sloping geniMiip to 
a large snow-bed, which covered the side of a long' 
sloping ridge four or five miles off. After a mile, I turned 
suddenly to the right, and, ascending very steeply over 
fragments of rock for four or five hundred yards, I found 
myself on the top of the Karakoram pass — a rounded 
ridge connecting two hills which rose somewhat abf^tly 
to the height of perhaps 1000 feet above me. ,»» The 
height of the pass was 18,200 feet, the boihng-point of 
water being 180 8°, and the temperature of the air about 
50®. Towards the north, much to my disappointment, 
there was no distant view. On that side the descent was 
steep for about 500 yards, beyond which distance a small 
streamlet occupied the middle of a very gently sloping 
valley, which curved gradruilly tb the left, and disap- 
peared behind a stony ridge at the distance of half a 
mile. The hills opposite to me were very abrupt, and 
rose a httle higher than the pass; they were quite 
without snow, nor was there any on the pass itself, 
though large patches lay on the shoulder of the hill to 
the right. To the south, on the opposite side of the 
valley which I had ascended, the mountains, which were 
sufficiently high to exclude entirely all view of the lofty 
snowy mountain^|een the day before, were round-topped 
and covered with snow. Vegetation was entirely want- 
ing on the top of the pass, but the loose shingle with 
which it was covered was unfavourable to the growth of 
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plants, Otherwise, no doubt, lichens at lei^t would haVe 
been seen. Large ravens were circling about overhead, 
apparently quite unaffected by the rarity of the atmo- 
sphere, as they seemed to fly with just as much ease as 
at the level of the sea. 

The great extent of the modem alluvial deposit con- 
cealed in a great measure the ancient rocks. At my 
encampment a ridge of very hard limestone, dipping at 
a high angle, skirted the stream. Further up the valley 
a hard slate occurred, and in another place a dark blue 
slate, containing much iron p3Tites, and crumbling rapidly 
when exposed to the atmosphere. Fragments of this 
rock were scattered over the plain in all states of decay. 
On the crest of the pass the rock in situ was limestone, 
showing obscure traces of fossils, but too indistinct to 
be determined; the shingle, which was scattered over 
the ridge, was chiefly a brittle black clay-slate. 

On my return no plants were met with till I had 
almost reached the bank of the stream. The first species 
which occurred was a small purple-flowered Crucifera 
{Parrya eoescapa of Meyer). Throughout the day the 
number of flowering plants observed was seventeen, of 
which three were grasses, three Saussurece, and two Cru- 
ciferee ; there was also one species of each of the fol- 
lowing genera. Aster, Nepeta, Gymnandra, Sedum, Lych- 
nis, Potentilla, and Phaca ; the dense-tufted Alsine, and 
a shrubby Artemisia with yellow flowers, complete the 
number. The only animals seen, besijjes ravens, were a 
bird about the size of a sparrow, a bright metallic- 
coloured carrion-fly, and a small dusky butterfly. Re- 
turning by the same road, I arrived at my tent a little 

2 F 2 
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after sunset, the distance from the top of the pass being 

about ten miles. 

While travelling at these great elevations the weather 
was uniformly serene and beautiful. There was but 
little wind, and the sky was bright and cloudless. At 
night the cold was severe, and the edges of the streams 
were in the morning always frozen. On my return to- 
wards Sassar I found that the bright simny weather 
which had continued since the 16th, had made a great 
alteration in the state of the stream in the wide gravelly 
valley along which the road ran. It was now impetuous 
and muddy, increasing considerably towards the after- 
noon, when it ran in several channels, which were not 
always easily fordable. In some ‘places the gravel was 
throughout the whole width of the plain saturated with 
Wq,ter, and gave way under the feet, so that it became 
necessary to ascend on the stony sloping banks on 
one side or other, instead of following the centre of the 
valley. At Murgai, on the evening of the 23rd of 
August, just after sunset, I felt three slight shocks of an 
earthquake. On that day the weather again became 
dull, and on the morning of the 24th there was a slight 
fall of snow for about an hour. 

The remarkable open plain to the south of the Kara- 
koram pass occupies a deep concavity in the great chain 
of the Kouenlun, which there appears to form a curve, 
the convexity of which looks northward. The main range 
to the eastward jvas distinctly visible, forming a range 
of snowless, but certainly very lofty, black peaks beyond 
the sources of the most eastern branch of the Shayuk ; 
while the heavily-snowed mountains, the summits of 
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which were aeen further east, were probably also a part 
of the axis of the chain, which apparently bends round 
the sources of the river of Khoten, or of some stream 
draining the northern flanks of the Kouenlun. To the 
westward, no peaks rose behind the snowy ridge which 
terminated the western branch of the Shayuk a little 
west of tb^ Karakoram pass, beyond which the surface 
probably dips, while the axis of the Koucnlim bends to 
the southward, towards the glaciers of the Nubra river. 

In crossing the open plain on my return towards Sas- 
sar, I had the splendid snowy peaks to the south-west 
always in view, and was able to form a tolerable estimate 
of their appearance and elevation. The range was very 
heavily snowed, and from the lateness of the season but 
little additional thaw could be expected. What seemed 
the highest peak was very near, and its position could be 
determined by bearings with little risk of error. It rose 
abruptly in the midst of a great mass of snow, which 
filled the hollows and slopes of the range all around. 
The surface of the plain over which I was travelling 
sloped very gently up to the westward, and partly con- 
cealed the lower edge of the perpetual snow on the 
mountains behind, the limit of which was, I think, be- 
tween 17,500 and 18,000 feet. To the northward and 
eastward the snow-line was certainly much higher. Here 
and there, where there was shade, there were patches 
below 18,000 feet, but even up to 20,000 feet there 
was no continpous snow. As the source of the snow- 
fall on these mountains is no doubt the Indian Ocean 
to the south-west, the gradual rise of the snow-level in 
advancing north-east, and the occurrence of the highest 
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peaks, and of the greatest mass of snow on branches of 
the chain, and not on its main axis, are quite in accord- 
ance with what is usually the case throughout every part 
of the Himalaya. 

The occurrence of a nearly level plain, six or eight 
miles in diameter, with a mean elevation of not less than 
17,300 feet, is certainly very remarkable. The ridge or 
watershed of the plain appeared to me parallel to the 
deep ravine, excavated by the stream along which I had 
travelled on the 17th of August, and at no great dis- 
tance from it, as the descent was abrupt. All the north- 
ern and western part of this level tract was composed of 
loosely cohering matters, and was possibly of lacustrine 
origin ; but a much more accurate acquaintance with the 
outline, structure, and elevation of the plain will be ne- 
cessary before any certain conclusion can be drawn as to 
its age or origin. 

Before leaving Sassar, I visited the glaciers which de- 
scend into the vaUey of the Shayuk, a little to the north 
. of that place. The path at first lay along the high plat- 
form on which I was encamped, which was precipitous 
towards the Shayuk; it afterwards descended to the 
level of the river, close to which 1 travelled for some 
distance over enormous boulders. The bluff ends of two 
glaciers were seen high above at the top of the precipi- 
tous alluvial bank, and after a walk of upwards of three 
miles, I arrived at a most superb glacier, which, descend- 
ing a broad and deep valley in the mountains, and 
latterly in the alluvial platform, entered the bed of 
the Shayuk at the bottom of a deep bend, and fairly 
crossed the river, which flowed out below the ice. On 
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the opposite side of the river, the mountains were pre- 
cipitous a few hundred feet from the water’s edge, but 
the stream of ice did not extend to the foot of the pre- 
cipice, but stopped a very few feet up the opposite bank. 
I could of course only see the position of the ice at the 
edge of the glacier : how far it extended in the centre I 
could not tell. 

The glacier was extremely rugged, being covered with 
huge sharp pinnacles of ice, and I was obliged to ascend 
a long way parallel to its side before I could find a place 
where it could be crossed. N ear its lower extremity it rose 
high above the surface of the plain, and sloped rapidly 
down to the river : its sides were there scarped and in- 
accessible, but higher up it lay in a deep hollow in the 
alluvial conglomerate. A moment’s reflection showed 
how impossible it was for clay and boulders to resist the 
friction of such an enormous mass; still I was much 
pleased to observe the glacier buried, as it were, in a 
groove of its own forming, from the light which was 
thereby thrown on the origin of the many broad, shal- 
low, flat-bottomed valleys which occasionally occur in the 
modem alluvial and lacustrine formations in all parts of 
Tibet, as for instance at Karsar in Nubra, and at Bazgo 
below Le. An ancient moraine, deposited at a period 
when the glacier must have been much more bulky than 
it now is, skirted the edge of the high bank of allu- 
vium, and prevented the ice from being seen tfll close at 
hand, and then only by mounting on the top of the pile 
of boulders. Down this moraine, which on the face 
towards the glacier was extremely steep and perhaps 
sixty feet high, I descended to the surface of the present 
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moraine. The descent required great caution, many of 
the blocks being loose and easily displaced. When 1 
had reached the surface of the glacier, the passage was 
not difficult. About a quarter of its width on each side 
was occupied by blocks of stone ; the centre was almost 
entirely ice, extremely irregular, and here and there a little 
fissured. The pathway, which was only marked by the 
footsteps of two men whom I had sent the day before to 
select a place for crossing, at one time ascended to the 
top of a ridge of ice, at another descended into a deep 
hollow. At the time I crossed (about eleven a.m.) nu- 
merous streams of water had begun to flow in furrows 
on the smfacc of the ice. The whole width was close 
upon half a mile, and on the north side I ascended a 
steep moraine similar to that which I had previously 
descended. 

From the top of the bank on which the moraine rested, 
a second glacier came in sight at the distance of a mile. 
My exploring party reported that they had been unable 
to find a point at which this glacier could be crossed, and 
as from the appearance of the mountains behind I felt 
certain that after crossing it I should only arrive at a 
third, I did not long persevere in trying to find a pas- 
sage, but descended to its extremity in order to see whe- 
ther or not I could walk round it, as it did not appear 
to enter the water. At the bottom of the valley it spread 
out in a fan-shaped manner to the width of at, least a mile; 
perhaps indeed much more, for as I failed in getting 
round it, I was unable to ascertain precisely. At its 
south-east comer, where it was nearly a hundred yards 
from the river, a considerable stream, white with sus- 



GLACIERS OF 8ASSAR. 


441 


1848 .] 

pended mud, was rushing out from beneath an arched 
vault of ice, even before sunrise. To avoid fording this 
icy stream, the margins of which were thickly frozen, I 
crossed with a good deal of difficulty an angle of the end 
of the glacier. On its surface I fotind several small mo- 
raines, whmh had sunk down into grooves ten or fifteen 
feet deep, and had therefore been invisible from outside. 
Turther progress on the ice was stopped by cliffs which 
were- not accessible without ladders, so that I had to de- 
scend to the bank of the Shayuk. I walked along be- 
tween the ice and the river, till my advance was stopped 
by the glacier fairly projecting into the water in such 
a manner that I could not see anything of what lay be- 
yond. The icy wall being quite inaccessible, I could not 
get upon the surface of the glacier to attempt to advance 
in that way, nor could I ford the river, which was very 
deep. 

The terminal cliff of the glacier varied in height from 
fifteen to thirty feet, and a talus of large stones lay in 
front, evidently deposited by it. Indeed, while I was 
there I saw several small stones which projected from 
the face of the cliff, drop out by the melting of the ice 
in which they were imbedded. Many cavities were seen 
in the ice, from which large stones must have dropped 
out no longer ago than the day before, and the stones 
which corresponded in size to them were seen lying 
close at hand. Before I left the front of the glacier, 
the heat of the sun having become considerable, rapid 
thaw had commenced; riUs of water trickled down its 
face in eveiy direction, and the sound of falling stones 
was to be heard on all sides. Now and then a report 
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as .loud as that of a ciumon was heard, caused, as I 
supposed, by the fall of a very large boulder from one 
of the smaller glaciers, which stopped abruptly at the top 
of* the high cliff of alluvium. 

Before quitting finally these magnificent glaciers, I 
ascended to a height on the mountain-side in order to see 
whether or not there was any lake in sight correspond- 
ing to that laid down, from information, by Mr. Vigne 
as Nubra or Khundan Chu. The mountains were very 
steep and stony, and were covered above 16,000 feet with 
snow, which had fallen in a storm a few days before ; I 
did not, therefore, get up to any great elevation, probably 
not beyond 16,500 feet, but at that height I could see no- 
thing of the river beyond the second glacier, though its 
com^e through the mountains could be traced distinctly 
enough. It is, however, highly improbable that any per- 
manent lake exists. Such could, I think, only be formed 
by the stoppage of the river by a glacier, an obstruction 
which could only be temporary, and would inevitably be 
followed by a terrific inundation, such as is known re- 
peatedly to have devastated the valley of the Shayuk. 

It had been my original intention, on my return from 
Karakoram, to follow the course of the Shayuk all the way 
from Sassar to Nubra, but on my return to the former 
place after visiting the pass, I found that there was no 
probability of the road along the river being practicable 
for at least three weeks, the depth of the stream, which 
requires frequently to be forded, being still much too 
great ; I was therefore reluctantly compelled to return 
by the same route as that by which 1 had reached Sassar. 
Early in September, I found the crops in Nubra ripe, the 
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barley being mostly cut ; buckwheat and a few fields of 
miUet, however, were still quite green. The Sha 3 Tik had 
very considerably diminished in size : one branch which 
in July had been three feet deep was quite dry on the 
6th of September. On the 11th of that month I crossed 
the pass above Le, the state of which was a good deal 
altered. The little lake, which on the 20th of July was 
still frozen over, was now free of ice, nor was there any 
snow, exce|rt a very few small patches, below the steep snow- 
bank on the northern side. The snow, which had covered 
this steep descent, had melted away, exposing a mass of 
ice, which was not crossed without a good deal of diffi- 
culty and some little risk. ' Loaded cattle were unable 
to get'to the top of the pass till the afternoon. The snow 
on the south face had almost entirely gone. 

I reached Le just in time to escape some very unsettled 
weather, during which snow fell on the mountains down 
to about 13,000 feet. This was ushered in by very 
high wind, blowing in gusts from all points of the com- 
pass. Heavy clouds formed, but always high : on the 
14th there was a good deal of thimder, and during the 
following night a smart shower of rain, which lasted 
about an hour. 

The inhabitants were busy with the operations of har- 
vest. A coarse knife or rude sickle was employed to cut 
the wheat and barley as close to the ground as possible ; 
they were then tied into large bundles, each sufficient for 
one load, which were carried (usually by women) to the 
threshing-floors, not without considerable loss, from the 
ripeness of the ears and the great bulk of the loads, whidh 
weire rubbed against every obstacle, particularly the 
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narrow walls of the pathways between the fields. The 
grain was trodden out of the ear by cattle and asses, all 
muzzled, on small threshing-floors made of clay beaten 
hard. It was then winnowed, by being gently shaken 
out of flat vessels held as high as possible above the 
ground. 

On the 15th of September I left Le for Kashmir. For 
five days my route was the same as that by which I had 
travelled in July. On the fourth day I reached Kalatze 
on the Indus, and on the 19th of September I encamped 
at the village of Lama-Yuru, close to which the road from 
Zanskar joins that along which I proposed to travel to- 
wards Dras. In the valley of the Indus a great part of 
tine vegetation was already destroyed by the night frosts ; 
Chenopodiacea were now the most numerous family, and 
tlMse were rapidly ripening their seeds. In the narrow 
ravine of the Wandla river, on the ascent to Lama-Yuru, 
I found a few plants indicative of lower and hotter regions 
than those in which I had lately been travelling : a httlc 
wiry Lactuca with decurrent leaves, a spathulate-leaved 
Statice, and a small Hyosej/amm, all plants of the neigh- 
bourhood of Iskardo, were those which I noted. 

On the 20th of September I crossed the Phatu pass, 
stated by Moorcroft to be 14,000 feet above the sea, but 
which Major Cunningham has ascertained to be only 
about 13,500 feet. The discrepancy is probably owing 
to some error in Moorcroft’s manuscripts, from which 
the elevations given in his work were calculated by Pro- 
fessor Wilson. In the neighbourhood of Lama-Yuru 
lacustrine clay occurs in great abundance, and the ascent 
to the summit of this pass was gentle, up a gravelly 
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valley, which was full of alluvium, almost to the very 
summit. The pass did not nearly attain the elevation 
requisite for alpine vegetation, still the flora was a good 
deal altered j two large-flowered thistles, Caragma ver- 
sicolor, and several species of Umbellifera were observed, 
none of which had occmred in the h ills to the north of 
the Indus ; the prickly Statice was also common, but 
the Chenopodiacem of the Indus valley had entirely dis- 
appeared. The descent along the Kanji river to Karbu, 
at which I encamped, was long and gradual, down a wide 
valley skirted by gently sloping hills, which, at some dis- 
tance on the left, rose into high mountains, but on the 
right attained only a moderate elevation, the Indus being 
at no great distance. Alluvium occurred throughout the 
descent, latterly indurated into a coarse conglomerate. 

From Karbu I marched on the 21st to Molbil, cross- 
ing the Namika pass. The previous night had been 
very threatening, with violent wind, and at daybreak all 
the hills around were covered with snow ; it was still 
snowing slightly, but none lay in the valley, and before 
nine o’clock it cleared, and the remainder of the forenoon 
was tolerably fine. For two miles I followed the banks 
of the Kanji river; afterwards the road turned to the 
left to ascend a clayey valley, to the rounded summit of 
a ridge separating that river from the Pashkyum on 
the left. The pass has been determined by Major Cun- 
ningham, who crossed it in October, 1847, to be 12,900 
feet above the sea. The descent was long, but not rapid 
after the first mile. The upper part was desert, but 
lower down villages were frequent and cultivation exten- 
sive. At first the rocks were clay-slate, but these were 
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replaced in the lower part by a hard limestone ; allu- 
vium was everywhere plentiful, forming, near Molbd, 
table-topped platforms 6f indurated conglomerate, hori- 
zontally stratified, and faced towards the stream by 
scarped cliffs. The afternoon was again stormy, and a 
good deal of rain fell during the night. 

Next day I made a long march to Pashkyum, follow- 
ing the course of the river of that name. The descent 
was very gradual, and the road varied much in charac- 
ter, the valley being sometimes open, at other times 
narrow and rocky. The villages increased in numbers 
as the elevation diminished, and latterly for several miles 
cultivation was continuous. Pashkyum is not more than 
8600 feet above the sea, and accordingly the season was 
much less advanced than it had been three and four 
thousand feet higher, the weather being much milder, 
and the summer heat no doubt much more considerable 
than in the neighbourhood of Le. The crops had long 
be«n cut, except the buckwheat, the fields of which were 
however quite ripe ; the plants were being plucked up 
by the roots and laid down separately in the fields to 
dry, previous to removal to the threshing-floor. 

A remarkable change had taken place in the appear- 
ance of the country during this day’s journey. The 
banks of the river were frequently shaded with immense 
willows, and the trees of the cultivated lands were nume- 
rous and of great size. Many new forms of plants were 
also seen, though the general character of the flora was 
unaltered. Shrubby Artemisia were extremely plenti- 
ful, and the Perom&ia, BaUota, EeUw^s, and Iris of 
the Indus valley were very abundant. The new plants 
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were all species of Kashmir or Iskardo, such as VerbaS’ 
cum Thapsm, Lappa, Valeriana, Sweriia, and Gentiana 
Mooreroftiana. TrifoUum repens fragifenm grew 
in the pastures close to the river, and tropical species of 
Setaria and Amaitanthm were common weeds in the corn- 
fields. 

In the immediate neighbourhood of Pashkyum the 
rocks consist of coarse-grained grey or white sand- 
stones, often containing small water-worn pebbles, and 
alternating with dark crumbling pyritiferous shales. These 
rocks, which dip to the east or south-east, at an angle of 
not more than 15°, rise on the north side of the valley to 
the summit of a long sloping ridge, which appeai-s to 
overhang the Indus. As these sandstones and shales 
contained, so far as I could observe, no fossils, their age 
is a matter of complete uncertainty. They were quite 
independent of the modern lacustrine formation, patches 
of which, perfectly horizontally stratified, and therefore 
unconformable to the other, were seen in several places 
resting on the sandstone. Those sandstones perhaps 
reach as far as the Indus, but I was not able to deter- 
mine how far they extended to the southward, in which 
direction high and rugged mountains, now covered with 
snow, skirted the valley at a distance of a few miles. 

On the 23rd of September, I followed the Pashkyum 
river to its junction with that of Dras. Crossing, at 
starting, to the left bank of the river, the road lay for a 
mile through cultivated lands j it then ascended to a plat- 
form of alluvium, which blocked up the valley, wliile the 
river disappeared in a narrow ravine far to the right. 
Five miles from Pashkyum* I descended very abruptly 
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frem this elevated plain, to the village of Kargil, where 
the Pashkyum river is joined by a large stream from 
Sum, called by Mporcroft the I^artse ; which I crossed 
by a good wooden bridge, close to a small fort, occupied 
by a Thannadar with a small party af soldiers. The 
ciiltivated lands of Kargil, which is elevated about 8300 
feet, are extensive and well wooded; but immediately 
below, the valley becomes narrow and rocky, and con- 
tinues so for more than a mile, till the stream joins the 
Dras river. Nearly due south of Kargil the stratified 
rocks of the mountains are replaced by igneous rocks, 
and the point of contact of the two is well marked on 
til© precipitous face of a lofty peak. At first the igne- 
ous rock was dark and resembling greenstone, but it 
soon changed to granite, which, as I had observed in 
April, occurs everywhere in the valley of Dras, below 
Karbu. 

I encamped on the right bank of the Dras river, about 
a mile above the village of Hardas. Henceforward my 
route was the same as I had travelled in April. On the 
24th 1 travelled to Tashgong, and on the 25th I arrived 
at Dras. In most parts of the valley I found a great 
deal of alluvium, but I saw none of the fine clay which 
is characteristic of the purely lacustrine strata above the 
village of Bilergu, where I had observed it in April. 
Gravelly conglomerate was everywhere the prevailing 
foim, — sometimes indurated, but generally soft and 
shingly. Most of these deposits were unstratified, but 
distinct stratification was far from uncommon. The 
alluvium often capped low hills in the open valley many 
lumdred feet above the bed of the river, and it was ob- 
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served at frequent intervals in every part of the valley, 
from the junction of the Pashkjrum river to Dras itself. 

The great extent and remarkable forms of alluvium 
which I had seen in the district through which I had 
travelled, between Kalatze and Dras, induced me to 
note with care the position and composition of the allu- 
vial beds of the Dras valley. The known low elevation 
of the Zoji pass, between Dras and Kashmir, which is 
only 11,300 feet above the sea, made the great extent 
and continuity of these deposits very remarkable, and 
with difficulty explicable, unless on the supposition of 
the existence of a series of lakes separated from one 
another by extensive accumulations of alluvium, now to 
a great extent removed by denudation. The lacustrine 
(‘lays of lower Dras, about Hiding, appear continuous 
with those of the Indus valley about Tarkata, but the 
clays of Pashkyum, which arc separated from them by a 
very thick mass of alluvium, which occupies that part 
of the Dras and Pashkyum rivers immediately above the 
junction of the two, may have been deposited in an 
isolated lake. Further east again, at Lamayuru, there 
are beds of pure clay as high as the summit of the Zoji 
pass, so that the alluvial beds of the upper part of the 
Phatu ridge must have separated the lake in which these 
were deposited from the more western waters, which (it 
may be conjectured) at the same time covered the whole 
of the valley of Molbil and Pashkyum. 

The vegetation of Dras was still very Tibetan, but 
transitional forms were becoming frequent. The Cheno- 
podiacecB (except Eurotia) had all disappeared, but Arte- 
misia and Umbellifera were very abundant. The new 
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forms were all Kashmirian, and indicated a considerable 
increase of humidity : a small white-flowered balsam 
was observed not far from Hardas, and Prunella, Thyirm 
Serpyllum, an Achillea; Senecio, Galium, and Silene in- 
flata were aU seen below the fort of Dras. At that place 
the harvest was but just over ; indeed, a field or two of 
wheat were still uncut. 

On the 26 th of September, I marched to Maten, along 
a road which, in April, had been entirely covered with 
deep snow. Part of the road was rocky, but in general 
the valley was open. During this day’s journey, a very 
great change took place in tjie vegetation. Hitherto, 
Kashmirian plants had been the exception, the greater 
part of the species being Tibetan ; to-day the reverse- 
was the case, most of the plants seen being those com- 
mon in the comparatively moist climate of Kunawar, or 
species new to me, but belonging to families or genera 
which inhabit a more humid climate than Tibet. Groves 
of dwarf willows lined the banks of the stream, and 
nearly sixty species of plants not observed in Tibet were 
collected during the day. Vitis, Aconitum, Hypericum, 
Vernonia, a prickly juniper, Convallaria, and Tidipa, 
may be selected as illustrative of the greatness of the 
change, which was particularly interesting from its 
suddenness. Numerous Tibetan forms no doubt still 
lingered, but principally such as extend into Kashmir. 
At Maten the barley was still uncut, notwithstanding 
that it is upwards of a thousand feet lower than Lc, at 
which place harvest was nearly over at the time of my 
departure. 

There can be no doubt that the sudden alteration in 
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the character of the vegetation is due to the great de- 
pression in the chain separating Tibet from Kashmir, 
at the Zoji pass, which is far below the usual level of 
the lowest parts of these mountains. The access of a 
great amount of humidity, which would have been con- 
densed if the moisture-bringing winds had been obliged 
to pass over a lofty chain, makes the autumn partially 
rainy, and frequently cloudy, thereby diminishing the 
action of the sun’s rays, and lowering the mean tempera- 
ture of the summer. 

On the 27th of September, I crossed the pass of Zoji La, 
which had now a very different aspect from that which it 
had presented in April. From Maten the road lay up a 
wide open valley with a scarcely perceptible ascent, gene- 
rally along the edge of a small stream, but occasionally 
on the slope of the hill-sides. The valley was flat and 
often swampy ; but the mountains on both sides, more 
particularly on the left, were high and abrupt, not unfre- 
qucntly precipitous. On that side there were in most of 
the ravines large patches of snow, and in one there was 
a fine glacier, which stopped abruptly within a hundred 
yards of the main valley. Latterly a few patches of snow 
lay even in the open valley. The vegetation was almost 
entirely Kashmirian, not more than six or seven out of 
about 110 species being otherwise; the hill-sides were 
covered with brushwood, at first of willow and prickly 
juniper, but latterly principally of birch. 

Five ojr six miles from Maten, the main branch of the 
stream was found to descend from a narrow ravine on the 
left, at the head of which there was perhaps a glacier. 
In the valley along which the road lay, there was scarcely 
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ai>y water in the bed of the stream, and about a mile 
further on, without any increase in the inclination, I came 
to a large patch of dirty snow, beyond which there was 
a very evident slope to the southward. The boiling-point 
of water here indicated an elevation of 11,300 feet. A 
few hundred yards further, I arrived at a large pond (it 
could hai’dly be called a lake), into which a very small rill 
of water was trickling from the north, while from the 
opposite end a stream ran towards the south. This little 
lake was not, as I had expected, on the crest of the pass, 
but undoubtedly on the Kashmirian side of it. 

Beyond the lake, the descent became steep, and th(i 
valley contracted into a rocky ravine, fidl of snow, under 
which the little stream disappeared. The road was at 
first on the left side of the valley, but crossed on the 
snow at the comrricnccment of the contracted part, and 
ascended rather abruptly a steep hdl on the right 
through a very pretty grove of birch. The top of this 
steep ascent is usually considered by travellers as the 
pass, and is the place to which the name Zoji La properly 
belongs. The point of separation of the waters must of- 
course, for geographical puiposes, be considered as the ac- 
tual pass, but this ridge, which, if not actually higher, is at 
all events on a level with it, and has in addition a steep 
ascent on both sides, has not unnaturally had that honour 
assigned to it. On reaching the shoulder of the ridge, 
the valley of Baltal came in sight, presenting, in the words 
of Moorcroft, “as if by magic, a striking contrast in its 
brown mountains and dark , forests of tail pines to the 
bare rdbks and few stunted willows to which we had so 
long been accustomed.” The sight of a forest is cer- 
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tainly a great source of gratification td a traveller who 
has been long in Tibet ; but the pleasing effect of tlie 
view from the Zoji pass is not owing merely to con- 
trast ; as the traveller looks down upon the bed of Sind 
river, more than 2000 feet below, and the forest in the 
valley is not too dense, but interspersed with open glad('-s, 
while beyond rise high moimtains tipped with snow. 1 
do not think that I have anywhere in the Himalaya seen 
a more beautiful scene than that which then lay before 
me ; but the eft'ect was enhanced by the recollection of 
the appearance of the same spot in April, when the whole 
landscape was covered with snow, and I descended from 
the summit of the pass on a snow-bank which filled 
up the now inaccessible ravine, on account of which I 
was obliged to make a long detour. The descent was 
extremely abrupt, through a pretty wood, down to a log 
hut built for the ficcommodation of travellers a few 
hundred yards from the river, at an elevation of 9,200 
feet. 

The flora of the Sind valley at Baltal w'as very rich: the 
forest consisted chiefly of pine, poplar (P. ciliata), birch, 
and sycamore, intermixed with underwood of 
Berberis, Viburntm, Lonicera, and SeJioo. The herbaceous 
vegetation had all that excessive luxuriance which charac- 
terizes the subalpine forests of the Himalaya at the end 
of the rainy season. Gigantic Composifae, Labiatis, Jla- 
nmcdacede, and Umbelliferte were the prevailing forms. 
There were several large patches of snow in the bed of 
the lateral torrent which descended from Zoji La, as low 
down as the log hut ; and it was not a litw curious 
to observe, that in spots from which the snow had only 
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recently melted, the willows were just be^nning to ex- 
pand their buds, and the cherry, rhubarb, Thcdictrum, 
Anemone, Fragaria, and other plants of early spring, were 
in full flower. 

In descending the Sind valley towards Kashmir, my 
route was the same by which I had travelled in April. 
The mountains on the left were extremely precipitous 
and heavily snowed, and in a ravjne a little below Sona- 
snarg a glacier descended almost to 9000 feet. The 
lower part of the valley was one sheet of cultivation, 
chiefly of rice, which was almost ripe. In the neighbour- 
hood of Kashmir, where I arrived on the 6th of October, 
the season of vegetation was almost at an end ; species 
of Nepeta, Mryngium, Baucus, Centaurea, Carpesium, and 
several Artemisice being the most remarkable of the her- 
baceous plants remaining. In the lake there were vast 
groves of Nelmihium leaves, but the flowers and fruit 
were both past ; Salvinia was everywhere floating in 
great abimdance ; while the other aquatic plants were 
species of Bidens, Stachgs, Mentha, Scutellaria, Ilip- 
puris, and Typha, all European or closely resembling 
European forms. 

Besides rice, which constitutes the staple crop- of the 
valley, the principal grains cultivated in autumn appeared 
to be different kinds of millet, and a good deal of 
maize ; Indian species of Bimeolus also were common, 
now nearly ripe. The wheat and barley, which are much 
earlier, were already above ground. I saw a few fields 
of Sesamum (the TU of India), and in drier spots a good 
deal of cotton, which was being picked by hand, but ap- 
peared a poor stunted crop, much neglected. 
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On the high platforms between Pampur and Avanti- 
pura the saffron was in flower, and its young leaves were 
just shooting up. This crop seems a very remmierative 
one to the Raja, who retains the monopoly in his own 
liands, compelling the cultivators to sell the produce to 
him at a flxed price. The bulbs are allowed to remain 
in the ground throughout the year, and continue in vigour 
for eight or ten years, after which the produce diminishes 
so much in quantity that the beds are broken up, and the 
bulbs separated and replanted. The flowers are picked 
towards the end of October, and carried Into the town 
of Kashmir, where the stigmas are extracted. 

Another very important product of Kashmir is hemp, 
which grows spontaneously along the banks of the river, 
forming dense thickets often twelve and fifteen feet in 
height, and almost impenetrable. It is only used in the 
manufacture of an intoxicating drink, and for smoking ; 
and the plant is preserved entire, in .store-houses, in the 
town of Kashmir, till required for consumption. 

Prom Kashmir I proceeded towards the plains of the 
Punjab by the same route by which I had travelled in 
May. During my absence in Tibet, the second Sikh war 
had broken out, and as it was then at its height, it was 
not easy to reach the British territories. I was there- 
fore detained a good while, first in Kashmir, and after- 
wards at Jamu, and did not reach Lahore till the 16th 
of December. 
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General description of Tibet — Systems of mountains — Trans-Sutlej 
Himalaya — Cis-Sutlej Himalaya — Kouenlun — Four Passes across 
Koueidun — Boundaries of Western Tibet — Height of its mountain 
ranges and passes — Climate of Tibet — Clouds — Winds — Snow- 
fall — Glaciers — Their former greater extension — Elevation to which 
they descend — Snow-level — Geology — Lacustrine clay and alluvium. 

The elevated country of Central Asia, situated to the 
north of the lofty snowy mountains which encircle India 
from Kashmir to Assam, is familiarly known to Euro- 
peans by the name of Thibet or Tubet, — ^most properly, 1 
believe, Tibet. This name is also commonly employed 
by the Mohammedan nations to the north and west to 
designate the same coimtry, but is not, so far as I am 
aware, known in the language of the Tibetans themselves, 
among whom dilferout portions of the country are usually 
known by different names. 

The whole of Tibet (as far as our present very limited 
knowledge of the south-east portion enables an opinion 
to be formed) appears to be characterized by great uni- 
formity of climate and productions, and perhaps also of 
natural features, on which account it appears convenient 
to retain the name for the whole country, although, as 
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has already been pointed out by Baron Humboldt*, it 
is naturally separable into two grand divisions. One of 
these, the waters of which collect to join the Sanpu, which 
in India becomes the Brahmaputra, is still scarcely known ; 
the other, drained principally by the Indus and its tribu- 
taries, has been repeatedly visited by European travellers. 
The line of separation between these two portions lies a 
little to the east of the great lakcsf, from the neighbour- 
hood of which the country must gradually slope in both 
directions towards the sea. 

If the whole of western Tibet formed (as it does, 
according to the populai’ opinion on the subject of the 
countries to the north of the Himalaya) an extensive 
plain bounded on the south by the gi'eat chain of the 
Himalaya, and on the north by the lofty mountains of 
Koucnlun, it would be an easy task to define its limits. 
This is, however, so far from being the case, that the 
greater part of the surface of the country is traversed in 
all directions by ranges of mountains in every respect 
similar to the Himalaya, of which in fact those south of 
the Indus are ramifications, while those on the north are 
branches of the snowy chain of Kouenlun. 

If, again, the Himalaya formed an uninterrupted chain 
along the southern border of Tibet, broken only by the 
passage of the Indus at one extremity and by that of the 
Bralimaputra at the other, the mountainous nature of 
the interior would be no obstacle to the existence of a 
clear and distinct boundary. Unfortunately, however, 
for simplicity of definition, no such chain exists. A line 

* Asie Centralc, vol. i. p. 14. 

f Maimsarawar aucl Hawaii llhad. 
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of high snowy peaks may doubtless be traced in a direc- 
tion nearly parallel to the plains of India, but these are 
separated from one another by deep ravines, along which 
flow large and rapid rivers, and therefore afford no tan- 
gible line of demarcation between the two countries. 

Between the river Indus and the plains of north-west 
India is interposed a mountain tract which has a breadth 
of about 150 miles in linear distance. This tract is 
everywhere (with one exception) extremely rugged and 
mountainous, nor is it at all an easy task to convey an 
idea of the extreme eomplication of the ramifications of 
the numerous ranges of which it consists. No wide plain 
(Kashmir alone excepted) is interposed between these 
ranges, so that the only feasible mode of division which 
appears to be applicable to them is afforded by the 
course of the different rivers which traverse them in 
various directions. If these be taken as a guide, the 
mountains will be found to resolve themselves into two 
great systems conneeted to the eastward, but otherwise 
independent of, though nearly parallel to, one another. 

IVom the sources of the west branch of the Chenab 
or Chandrabhaga river, a range of very great elevation 
runs in a north-west direction as far as Kashmir, and, 
after reaching the north-east comer of that valley, as- 
sumes a more westerly direction so as to encircle the 
whole of its north side, bending at the same time gradu- 
ally towards the south. This chain forms the line of 
separation between the waters of the Indus and those 
of the Chenab and Jelam. To the eastward of the 
Baralacha Pass it ramifies to a considerable extent, its 
different branches including between them several *dc- 
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pressions quite unconnected with the general drainage of 
the country, and surrounded on all sides by ranges of 
hills which prevent any exit of their waters. The prin- 
cipal of these depressions is that of lake Chumoreri ; an- 
other is occupied by the little salt lake first visited by 
Trebeck, and called by him Thogji*. 

All these depressions, though at present unconnected 
with any" of the river systems, have evidently at some 
former period been so. Chumoreri, as I am informed 
by IVfajor Cunningham, is even now very slightly saline, 
though scarcely perceptibly so to the taste. It has evi- 
dently had an outlet at its southern extremity, where it 
is only separated from the valley of the Parang river by 
a very low range of hills which was crossed in 1846 by 
Mr. Agnew, and more recently by Captain 11. Strachey. 
The outlet of the little salt lake of Thogji has evidently 
been near its north end, and its waters, previous to the 
change in the state of the country which interrupted their 
exit, in all probability flowed into that tributary of the 
Zanskar river which runs to the eastward of the Lacha- 
lang pass, and which is marked in the map accompanying 
Moorcroft’s Travels as the Sumgbiel. Major Cunning- 
ham, who travelled in 1846 by the same route as that 
previously followed by Moorcroft, informs me that no 
obstacle intervenes to prevent the waters of the lake tak- 
ing that direction in case of their being raised in the 
lake itself to a height of two or three hundred feet above 
their present level. • 

If we consider the basins of these two lakes to be 


* Moorcroft’s Travels, vol. ii. pp. 47-50. 



4,60 


CI8-SUT1EJ HIMALAYA. 


referable to the systems of drainage to which they appeal’ 
to have formerly belonged, though now separated from 
them by accidental alterations of level, the course of the 
mountain chain which I am endeavouring to trace must 
be considered to run between the two. This is in fact 
the position of the loftiest part of the chain, which, skirt- 
ing the north and east sides of Chumorcri, is thence con- 
tinued in a south-east direction, forming that lofty but 
little-known range which separates the valley of the 
Sutlej from that of the Indus. Tins chain was crossed 
by Moorcroft on his visit to Garu, and appears to extend 
imintcrniptedly as far as Kailas to the north of lake 
Manasarawar. 

The mountain chain which lies to the south of the 
river Sutlej may also be considered to have its origin in 
the lofty country adjoining the lakes, but a little to the 
south and east of them. This chain, which separates the 
valley of the Sutlej from that of the Ganges and its tribu- 
taries (including the Jumna), sinks at last into the plains 
of India a little to the south of the town of Nahan. 

The course of this chain has been admirably described 
by Captain Herbert in his Geological Report of the Hi- 
malaya*, a paper which contains exceedingly accurate 

* Journal of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta, 1842, No. 126. Cap- 
tain Herbert, who had travelled a great deal in the Himalaya, was the 
first to point out the impropriety of regarding these mountains as a 
single chain parallel to the plains of India. Jacqueraont also arrived 
at the same conclusion, as will be seen from the following extract from 
his journal ; — Le langage de la geographic descriptive est tbeorique ; 
e’est une grande faute si les theories qu’il rappelle saus cesse sont 
denuees de fondement. Ainsi Ton dit que le Setludje cou 2 )e la.chaine 
ceiitrale de THimalaya, que sa vallee.est creusceau travers, etc., etc., ct 
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general views of the mountains between the Sutlej and 
Jurnna. He was quite unacquainted with the details of 
the mountains north of the former river, and therefore 
could not fonn any idea of their arrangement. Captain 
Herbert calls the chain south of the Sutlej the Indo- 
Gangetic chain, a very inappropriate name, for which, 
however, it is difficult to substitute a better. Perhaps 
the name of Cis-Sutlej Himalaya, though not exactly 
classical, is the best that can be devised, and if so, 
the chain which, commencing in Kailas, separates the 
waters of the Sutlej from those of the Indus, may not 
improperly be d(;signatcd the Trans-Sutlej Himalaya*. 

To these two great chains the whole of the mountains 
between the Indus and the plains may be referred. . Both 
are of very great elevation, in the eastern half of tlieir 
course more especially, but that north of the Sutlej is 
much less covered with snow than the other. This is 
owing to the moisture-bringing winds, which are entirely 
derived from the Indian side, being stopped by the chain 
to. the south ; and in fact, as soon as the elevation of the 
latter is so far diminished that it ceases to be covered 
with perpetual snow, the more northerly chain, without 

Ton donne a penser par la que cette chaine auparavaut etait continue et 
que e’est par un eflbrt des eaux que s’y cst faite cette large trouee, 
comme si les montagnes avaient dil se fornicr primitiven^nt avec unc 
continuitc non interronipue” (vol. ii. p. 201) ; and again (at p. 269), 
“ Le Setludje coule done non au nord de THimalaya, mais entre deux 
chaines a peu pres dgalement levees,” 

* Captain E. Strachey, in his paper on the snow-level, proposes 
to call the more western part of the Ois-Sutlej ‘Himalaya the Busehir 
range, a name wliich, though exceedingly appropriate to the portion to 
which he applies it, is not adapted for extension to the more eastern 
part. 
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anj increase of elevation, becomes much more snowy, 
so as to merit the appellation of great snowy range, a 
term which, more to the eastward, is applied to the 
mountains south of the Sutlej. As several of the prin- 
cipal ramifications of the northern chain attain an eleva- 
tion not at all inferior to that of the axis from which thdy 
are derived, they produce a similar efiect upon the climate 
of the ranges to the north of them, being themselves 
covered with vast masses of snow, while the mountains 
which they shelter are in a great measure bare. 

The northern boundary of Tibet is formed by the 
great chain north of the Indus, to which Humboldt, 
following Chinese geographers, has given the name of 
Kouenlun. Our knowledge of the appearance and 
course of this chain of mountains, by which Tibet is 
separated from Yarkand and Khoten, is so extremely 
limited that, except as to its general direction, very little 
can be said regarding it. The only conclusion which 
can be drawn from the scanty notices of it by travellers 
is, that it must be of extreme height and covered with 
perpetual snow. Many of the principal ramifications 
which it sends down towards the Indus are very elevated, 
and immense glaciers descend in their valleys, so that, 
except in a very few places, the main chain cannot be 
seen fi*omf the valley of the Shayuk, the mountains in 
the immediate vicinity of that river in general obstructing 
the view. 

I am not aware of more than four places in which 
passes exist across the Kouenlun. The most westerly of 
these, called in Balti the pass of the Muztagh, lies at the 
source of the right branch of the Shigar river, a stream 
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which joins the Indus opposite the town of Iskardo. 
The road over this pass to Yarkand was formerly fre- 
quented by merchants, but has for many years been dis- 
used, the reason assigned being the danger of plunder 
by the hordes of robbers beyond. As described to me 
by persons who had crossed it, the snow is reached after 
ten days’ journey from Iskardo, and continues during 
three marches. It is said to be quite impracticable for 
horses, from which it may, I think, be inferred that there 
arc numerous glaciers. 

The second pass is that marked in Vigne’s map as the 
Alibransa pass, at the head of a considerable tributary 
which joins the Shayuk river opposite Khapalu. The 
enonnous glacier over which this road runs, by which, 
in conjunction with the lateness of the seaoon, Mr. 
Vigne’s attempts to cross the pass were frustrated, has 
been well described by that traveller*. I (bd not, while 
4n Tibet, meet with any one who had crossed it, and 
I was assured by the inhabitants of Nubra that they 
were not acquainted with any road from the upper part 
of their vfdley, either towards Khapalu or towards 
Yarkand. 

The third pass, and the only one now frequented, is 
that of the Karakoram, an extremely easy though very 
elevated one. The most easterly pass of which I find 
any notice occurs on the road between lluduk and 
Khoten ; it is mentioned by Moorcroftf, but without 
any account of the nature of the road, or the elevation of 
the mountains. 

* Travels in Kashmir, etc., vol. ii. p. 383. 

f Travels, vol. i. p. 361. 
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To the westward of Karakoram, the direction of the 
Kouenlun is seemingly as nearly as possible parallel to 
the Indus, but to the east of that pass nothing certain 
is known regarding it. In Humboldt’s map it is laid 
down as running nearly from west to east, on the autho- 
rity of Chinese geographical works. Its course is un- 
questionably to the north of the Pangohg lake, but till 
it has been explored by European travellers its direction 
must, I think, be regarded as involved in much doubt. 
Another lofty range, however, unquestionably runs pa- 
rallel to the Indus from south-east to north-west. This 
range, which is continuous mth that by which the Indus 
and Shayuk rivers are separated, terminates (or more 
properly origmates) in the stOl almost unknovm inass of 
mountains which lies to the north of lake Manasarawar. 
Between this chain and the Kouenlun' is situated a tract 
of coimtry of unknown extent, which seems to be made 
up of a number of isolated lake-basins quite unconncctedf 
not only with one another, but with the general drainage 
of the comitry by which they are surrounded. 

If we except the basin of the Pangong lake, into* 
which Moorcroft and Trebeck descended after crossing 
the range of mountains parallel to the Indus, every part 
of this country must be viewed as a terra incognita. It 
cannot, I think, be doubted, from the description of the 
Pangong lake given by Moorcroft and Trcbeck, that the 
basin in which it rests had originally an outlet at its 
north-west extremity, discharging itself along the valley 
of Tanktse into the Sha3ruk. The country to the east- 
ward is so totally unknown, that it is impossible to con- 
jecture whether the little lake-basins of which it is said 
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to consist, discharge themselves towards the Paiigong 
lake, or southward into the Indus. 

Western Tibet, then, is a highly mountainous country, 
lying on both sides of the river Indus, with its longer 
axis 'directed like that river from south-east to north- 
west. It is bounded on the north-east by the Kouenlun 
chain of mountains, by which it is separated from the 
basin of Yarkand. On the south-east its boundary is 
formed by the ridge which separates the waters of the 
Indus from those of the Sanpu. To the north-west and 
south-west its Iwundaries arc somewhat arbitrary, unless 
the pohtical division of the country be had recourse to, 
which, depending on accidental circumstances entirely 
unconnected with physical geography or natural produc- 
tions, is so liable to change, that its adoption would be 
extremely inconvenient. The best mode of drawing a 
line of separation between India and Tibet, in those 
parts where moimtain chains arc not available for the 
purpose, appears to consist in regarding the latter to 
commence only at the point where the aridity of the 
climate is too great to support forests of trees, or any 
coniferous tree except juniper. 

As limited by these boundaries, West Tibet includes 
the whole of the valley of the Indus and its tributaries, 
down to about 6000 feet above the level of the sea, a 
considerable portion of the upper course of the Sutlej 
down to between 9000 and 10,000 feet, and small por- 
tions of the upper course of the Chenab, of the Ganges 
(Jahnavi), and of the Gogra. 

Every part of Tibet is traversed by ranges of moun- 
tains which have their origin (iither in the Kouenlun on 
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the north, or in the trans-Sutlej Himalaya on the south. 
These mountain ranges are generally extremely rocky 
and rugged, but as a general rule it iriay be said that 
they are less so in the upper part of the course of the 
diiFerent rivers, than in their lower parts. This rule ap- 
plies not only to the Indus and to the Sutlej, but with 
scarcely an exception to all the tributaries of these rivers. 
There are no extensive open plains in any part of the 
country, the only level portions being in the valleys of 
the rivers, the width of which is usually not more than 
one or two miles, and very seldom exceeds five miles. 

To this general description of the surface of the 
country I have met with no exception in those parts of 
Tibet which I have had an opportunity of examining. 
I have not, however, had an opportunity of seeing the 
extreme south-west portion, my knowledge of the course 
of the Indus not extending further up than Hanle*. 

The height of the mountain ranges which traverse 
West Tibet is in all parts pretty much the same, and, as 
a consequence, the depth of the valleys in the lower por- 
tion of the course of the Indus and of all its tributaries 
is very much greater than near the soiuces of these 

* That Tibet is not an extensive plain, according to the usual idea, 
has already been pointed out by Humboldt (Asie Centrale, voL i. p. 12). 
Chinese geographers, according to him, describe all parts* of Tibet 
as more or less mountainous ; the eastern portion of West Tibet 
(Gnari) as least so. Captain H. Strachey, in his account of his visit 
to lake Manasarawar, says expressly that “ the surface of Gnari is for 
the most part extremely mountainous.’* In the lower Tibetan course of 
the Sutlej, the recent discoveries of Captain Strachey show that an 
alluvial table-land of considerable extent exists, intersected by deep 
ravines. 
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rivers. In the higher valleys therefore the mountains 
are apparently much less lofty ; they are also frequently 
rounded and sloping, or at aU events less rocky and pre- 
cipitous than lower down, though to this there are many 
exceptions. 

The elevation of the passes in a mountainous region 
represents in general the height of the lowest part of the 
chain. In the mountain ranges of Tibet the average 
height of the ridges does not exceed from 1000 to 2000 
feet above the passes, many of which indeed are scarcely 
at aU lower than the highest crest of the ridge in which 
they arc situated. I believe that in estimating the prin- 
cipal ranges of mountains at 19,000 feet, and the minor 
ranges at from 17,000 to 18,000 feet, I approximate 
very closely to the truth. This estimate applies to all 
parts of the country, the height of the ranges being re- 
markably uniform ; but peaks occur at intervals in every 
one of the principal mountain ranges, which considerably 
exceed the elevation just stated, rising very generally 
(so far as can be judged by the eye from known heights 
of 17,000 and 18,000 feet) to twenty-one or twenty- 
two thousand feet ; some peaks appearing to exceed even 
this. 

It is generally supposed that the great peaks of the 
Himalaya on the southern border of Tibet are much 
more lofty than the mountains of the interior of that 
country. I do not think, however, that the facts of the 
case are such as to warrant this assumption. West of 
the Sutlej, in which district only the mountains of Tibet 
may be said to be at all known, many peaks of the in- 
terior of that country are probably much more lofty than 

2 H 2 
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any of those near the plains of India, and if inaccessibi- 
lity is to be any criterion, the chain of the Konenlun is 
beyond a doubt a much more elevated mass than any part 
of the Western Himalaya. Of Tibet east of the Sutlej 
little is known, except that between Ruduk and Lassa no 
road into the interior of Asia appears to exist. 

The climate of Tibet is in every part extremely arid, 
because it is surrounded almost entirely by ranges of 
mountains so elevated that the rarefied air which passes 
over them can contain only a very small proportion of 
atiueous vapour. Along the Indus, indeed, no mountain 
chains are interposed to obstruct the passage of moist 
air, but the lower com’sc of that river lies entirely in a 
comparatively dry climate, so that the winds which blow 
over the plains of Sind and the lower mountains of 
Eastern Affghanistan cannot convey any excess of mois- 
ture to lower Tibet. Iii the few Tibetan valleys which, 
like that of the Sutlej, are traversed by rivers debouching 
on the plains of India in a rainy climate, the quantity of 
moist air which they can receive being limited to that 
which proceeds directly up the valley, the upward cur- 
rent, even when saturated with moisture at the com- 
mencement, being gradually rarefied by the increasing 
elevation of the river-bed, and meeting with descending 
currents of cold air in its course, it very early deposits its 
moistm'e, first in the form of light showers, afterwards 
of fog and mist, and in its further progress is just as 
dry as the air in the more interior parts of the country. 

It will probably be long before lengthened registers of 
meteorological phenomena will be obtained from all the 
dififerent stages between India and the central parts of 
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Tibet, so as satisfactorily to establish the gradual transi- 
tion of climate. Till such shall be the case, the best 
evidence from which to deduce the fact of the altera- 
tion of climate, is afforded by the gradual change in the 
vegetation of the country as one advances towards the 
interior. Direct observation will probably at some fu- 
ture period fix the point in the outer Himalaya, at which 
the quantity of rain — always greater, cceteris paribus, 
among mountains than in level countries — ^is a maximum. 
1 believe that in the Western Himalaya the greatest quan- 
tity of rain will be found to fall on mountains elevated 
from seven to nine thousand feet. Ranges of mountains 
which attain an elevation of firom ten to eleven thousand 
feet have already (in the Western Himalaya) a very sen- 
sible effect in diminishing the quantity of moisture, as 
indicated by the vegetation; and when the mountain 
chains became sufficiently elevated to be capped by per- 
petual snow, they condense a very great proportion of the 
moisture of the air-currents which pass over them. 

To a traveller who penetrates directly to the Tibetan 
interior from the plains of India, the change of climate 
is perceptible to the senses; most markedly so of course 
if his journey occurs during the Indian rainy season. 
Even during the rains, however, the irreguhirities which 
everywhere occur in the fall of rain prevent the grada- 
tions of climate from being ascertained during a journey 
Avith the precision which a lengthened series of observa- 
tions would permit; but the phenomena of vegetable 
life, which are dependent on the average seasons, are not 
affected by accidental irregularities, and therefore form 
an unerring guide. 
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•Though the climate of the whole of Western Tibet 
may, in general, be characterized as extremely dry, it is 
by no means cloudless. The mnter months in particular 
are often very cloudy, and a good deal of snow falls. 
During the summer the sky is either bright and clear, or 
overcast with very light clouds. These clouds, usually 
cirrhi, are in general elevated and extremely thin. The 
cirrhus, when it remains for any length of time, changes 
or increases into a uniform hazy stratum, which covers 
the whole sky ; more rarely, and perhaps only by an 
optical deception, it is seen under the form of stratus. 
Cumuli are very uncommon. After several dull days 
the clouds generally accumulate, descend lower in the 
atmosphere, and rest on the mountain ; as a few drops 
of rain, fall in the valleys, the clouds disappear, and the 
highest peaks are seen to have received a slight sprink- 
ling of snow, which is soon melted by the rays of the 
sun. It is only very rarely that the quantity of rain ex- 
ceeds a few drops, or merits the appellation of a shower. 
The few occasions on which I have observed any fall of 
rain, at all deserving of being called by that name, have 
mostly been in early spring or in the latter part of 
autumn. 

When the sky is clear, the sun, in all parts of Tibet, 
even at great elevations, but especially in the valleys at 
and below ten and eleven thousand feet, is extremely 
powerful. The shade temperature depends, of course, 
in a great measure on the elevation above the level of 
the sea, but also on the situation, exposure, and many 
other accidental circumstances. In the lower part of 
the Indus valley, at elevations of seven and eight thou- 
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saud teet, it is said to be frequently very high*, tlie 
clear dry atmosphere allowing the full influence of the 
sun to be exerted on the bare, often black rocks. Even 
as far up m 11,000 feet, in narrow valleys, the heat is 
often great in the middle of the day, but the more open 
plains are generally very temperate in the shade, and the 
nights and mornings are always cool. 

On the tops of the lower passes, and in the alpine 
valleys, the temperature of the nights and mornings is, 
in clear weather, very much depressed by radiation, so 
that the mornings, except when the sky is overcast, are 
intensely frosty, at elevations of 15,000 and 16,000 feet, 
or far below the level of perpetual snow. This is the 
case even in the month of August, which is the hottest 
of the year. The shade temperature at these high eleva- 
tions rarely rises very high, even when the heat of the 
sun is oppressive, as it is moderated by the action of the 
violent winds which so generally prevail. 

The periods of cloudy sky, which now and then alter- 
nate with the bright sunshine, which is the prevailing 
weather, are in the alpine regions extremely cold. The 
stratum of cloud, at first high in the atmosphere, gradu- 
ally lowers itself, and the traveller is enveloped in a 
frozen mist, followed most commonly during the night 
by a fall of snow. The quantity of snow which falL is 
very small, seldom, so far as I have seen, more than an 
inch or two in depth, and it speedily disappears as soon 
as the clouds have been dissipated and the sky resumes 
its usual serenity. 

* See some observations of the thermometer recorded by Mr. Vigne, 
at Iskardo, Khapalu, etc. 



472 


WINDS. 


.The whole of Western Tibet is subject to extremely 
violent winds, the course and direction of which could 
only be satisfactorily studied by a resident. From the 
}freat depth of the valleys, the wind in general follows 
their course, blowing at one time up them, at other times 
down. In unsettled weather the direction is extremely 
variable, often changing repeatedly in the course of the 
day, but in clear settled weather the direction of the 
wind is, during the day at least, more frequently up the 
valleys than in the contrary direction. I have not ob- 
served any constancy in the course of the wind on the 
jMisses, on winch it would be principally important to be 
acquainted with it, but it probably varies in direction 
according to the period of the day, so that a traveller, 
whose time does not permit him to delay to register the 
changes as they occur, is not likely to be able to discover 
any general law. 

The Tibetan wind, in the ordinary state of the atmo- 
sphere, conunences after the sun has nearly attained the 
meridian, the mornings being in general quite calm. It 
increases in violence during the afternoon, sometimes 
till after sunset, ceasing to blow after dark, or at all 
events before midnight. This wind seems to be pretty 
constant over the whole country, from the upper Sutlej 
as far west as Rondu ; and as a very similar wind blows 
in the valleys of Affghanistan, which have an identical 
summer climate in respect of moisture, it must, I pre- 
sume, be caused by the influence of the sun, in heating 
the barren rocky plains and hills. 

During periods of cloud, and throughout the winter, 
the wind is much less regular in its direction, as well 
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as in the periods during which it blows. It frequently 
changes its direction very abruptly. About the equi- 
noxes, or at the commencement and end of winter, at 
which times there seems to be generally a good deal of 
unsettled weather, it blows for some days with extreme 
violence. In March, 1848, at Iskardo, for several nights 
the wind almost amounted to a hurricane ; its direction 
was from the south, or directly across the mountains. 
This was very commonly the case at Iskardo, in unsettled 
weather, during the winter, but never when the days were 
bright and cloudless. 

The amount of snow-fall varies much, diminishing as 
we advance into the interior of the country, but being 
always much greater on the mountains than in the valleys 
at their feet. In the outer Himalaya, the amount at 
equal distances from the plains diminishes as we advance 
westward, but in the Kouenlun, where the source of 
moisture lies to the westward, the snow-fall diminishes 
rapidly from west to east. The same is the case in the 
valley of the Indus, where the amount of winter’s snow, 
except in the most westerly parts, is quite insignificant. 

It is probably owing to the absence of cumular clouds, 
and to the general uniform expansion of the condensed 
vapoms over the whole sky, that the outward umii- 
festations of electricity — thunderstorms — ^are of very rare 
occurrence in Tibet. I find only one instance of a 
thunderstorm recorded as having been observed while 
I was in a Tibetan climate. This was at Le, in Sep- 
tember, 1848, at which time there was a good deal 
of cloudy weather for several days. From the extreme 
dryness of the air, electricity is evolved with great facility 
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by « friction: all articles of woollen clothing, blankets, 
and even the hair, emit sparks when rubbed in the 
dark. I have even observed this to be the case at the 
elevation of 15,500 feet, in cloudy weather, when snow 
was falling. 

In every part of the Himalaya, and of Western Tibet, 
wherever the mountains attain a sufficent elevation to 
be covered with perpetud snow, glaciers are to be 
found. The occurrence of glacial ice is a sufficient in- 
dication of the existence of snow of more than one year’s 
duration, and (setting aside trifling cases of masses of 
ice in deep and sunless ravines, which, indeed, are not 
an exception, as they have no motion,) it may be laid 
down as a general law, that every glacier has its origin 
in perpetual snow. 

The converse of this proposition does not seem to be 
so universal. We have the. high authority of Humboldt 
for the fact, that no glaciers occur in the Andes of 
tropical America, from the equator to 19° north latitude. 
Nor is it, I think, possible that the existence of glaciers 
should have escaped his notice, did they occur of such 
dimensions as would be indicated by the solitary and 
doubtful instance mentioned by M. Boussingault, to which 
Humboldt refers*, which is stated to have been seen 
at the same elevation as the town of Quito, or more 
than 5500 feet below the level of perpetual snow in that 
region of the Andes. The cause of the non-existence 
of masses of moving ice, in connection with the perpe- 
tual snow of the American tropics, must apparently be 
sought in the extreme uniformity of the seasons, and in 
* Ask Centrale, vol. iii. p. 22. 
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the small quantity of snow which falls at any time of 
the year. 

In every region of the earth, so far as is known to me, 
where the mean temperatures of summer and winter are 
very different, or where the climate is what is called ex- 
cessive, perpetual show produces glaciers. These rivers 
of ice, as they have most appropriately been called, vary 
very much in size and appearance. In the lofty chains 
of the cis* and trans-Sutlej Himalaya, and of the Kouen- 
lun, whose peaks rise to a very great height, and collect 
in winter enormous depths of snow, they are of great 
length. In the central parts of Tibet, which are often 
lower, and. even in their loftiest parts are less snowy than 
the bounding chains, the glaciers are of inferior dimen- 
sions, often of that kind which I have called incipient, 
where the snow-bed is at once cut off abruptly in an ice 
cliff, which can hardly be said to be in motion, or rather 
whose motion must be almost entirely from above down- 
wards. 

The general appearance of an Indian glacier seems in 
every respect to accord with those of Switzerland and of 
other parts of the temperate zone. It is only of late 
years, indeed, that they have been generally recognized 
in the Himalaya ; but it must not be forgotten that it is 
only recently that the researches of modem investigutors, 
and in particular the delightful work of Forbes, have 
familiarized the untravelled world with their appear- 
ance, and more especially with the fact and cause of 
their motion. It has also, singularly enough, long 
been the custom to look upon the Himalaya as a tro- 
pical range of mountains, in which it was, as a matter 



476 


GLACIERS. 


of jBourse, regarded as impossible that glaciers could 
exist*. 

The upper end or origin of a glacier seems commonly 
to be in an enormous snow-bed, occupying the whole 
space included by an amphitheatre of snowy peaks. The 
suow-sHps and accumulations by which the snow-bed, 
is added to during winter, must to a great extent re- 
main- concealed from human eyes ; and in summer, when 
these icy fields are accessible, they are generally, I be- 
lieve I may say always, covered by a thick layer of snow, 
which assists at the same time that it conceals the pro- 
cess by which the snow is converted into ice. 

I have never measured the dimensions of any of the 
great glaciers of the Himalaya, nor is it easy to ascertain 
tl»e length of any of them even approximately, as they 
are seldom traversed by roads, and are usually bent so 
that only a small part of their comse can be seen. Many 
of them must considerably exceed ten miles in length ; 
I have seen several which were more than half a mile 
broad ; and the depth of the icy mass frequently amounts 
to himdreds of feet. 

The appearance of the surface of a glacier seems to 
depend almost entirely on the inclination of its bed. 
Where the slope is gentle the surface is nearly uniformly 
smooth, or at most only slightly fissured. I have not 
had occasion to observe any fissures of more than a foot 

* In the Map No. 66 of the Survey of the Western Himalaya, by 
Captains Hodgson and Herbert, the glacier of Gangutri is marked 
“ Great snow-bed or glacier” but whether this indication of a know- 
ledge of the true nature of the mass is due to the surveyors or to the 
maker of the map in England, 1 have no means at present of ascer- 
taining. 
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or two in width, so that, though often very deep, they,arc 
crossed without difficulty. In describing the icy surface 
as smooth, it is necessary to mention that such is only 
the case in the upper part of the glacier, where the mo- 
raines arc small or only lateral. Whenever the surface 
supports rocky fragments in great quantity, it is extremely 
unequal till such time as the whole superficies becomes 
covered with stones, when the melting being uniform, 
the surface again becomes tolerably even. 

On steeply inclined planes the glacier is traversed in 
every direction by enormous fissures, between which the 
surface is very irregular, rising into sharp icy pinnacles 
of the most fantastic shape and appearance. More than 
once I have seen extremely steeply sloping glaciers, 
which w'ere terminated abruptly by a lofty precipice, at 
the bottom of which huge piles of boulders and occa- 
sional icy fragments sufficiently indicated the forward 
motion of the ice ; at other times, the slope of the valley 
in which the glacier lies again becoming gentle, the ice 
ceases to be fissured and rugged, and is capable of being 
walked on without difficulty. 

Moraines, which, on the larger glaciers and among 
mountains of easily decaying rocks, are of astonishing 
dimensions, form the margins of each glacier, and also 
occur longitudinally on different parts of their surface, 
increasing in number as the glacier advances, till at last 
the different series whose origin can long be traced to 
the different ramifications of the glacier, become blended 
into one. The nature, origin, and aspect of the moraines, 
the mode of melting of the ice beneath them, and the 
isolated pinnacles of ice which support large solitary 
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bowlders, agree ao entirely with descriptions of glafciers 
in other parts of the world, that it is unnecessary to 
dwell upon them. The large glaciers are often a good 
deal lower in their central parts than where they are co- 
vered by a bulky moraine ; and a curious ravine-hke hol- 
low, between the moraine and the bare ice, which makes 
the former appear as if entirely disconnected from the 
glacier, is of very common occurrence. There is, how- 
ever, also very often an ancient moraine, not now resting 
on ice, which runs parallel to the glacier, and seems to 
indicate its former greater extent. 

In every part of the Tibetan mountains, and in very 
many parts of the Indian Himalaya, I have thought that I 
could recognize unmistakeable proofs of all the valleys 
having been formerly occupied by glaciers at much lower 
levels than at present. At first sight it seems rather 
improbable, that in sub-tropical latitudes the present 
extension of perpetual snow should at any former period 
have been exceeded; but it would not be difficult to 
show that the mean temperature, and particularly the 
mean summer temperature, is very much higher in the 
Western Himalaya and Tibet than it might fairly be 
expected to be in such a latitude. In fact, in the more 
humid climate of Eastern Bengal, though at least four 
degrees nearer to the equator, the mean summer tem- 
perature at equal elevations in the mountains is probably 
considerably lower than in the mountains of North-west 
India, and the snow-level is certainly lower. It is fair, 
therefore, to conclude, looking back to a period when 
the sea washed the base of the Himalaya in the upper 
part of the Punjab, that at that period a very different 
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statef of atmospheric circumstances prevailed from that 
which wc find at the present time. 

Wherever I have s^n glaciers in Tibet or the moun- 
tains of India, I have been able to trace their moraines 
to a level very considerably lower than their present 
termination; and when I find in those ranges of the 
Himalaya which do not at present attain a sufficient ele- 
vation to be covered with perpetual snow, series of an- 
gular blocks, evidently transported, because different 
from the rocks which occur in situ, and, so far as I can 
judge, exactly analogous in position to the moraines of 
present ^aciers, I feel myself warranted in concluding 
that they are of glacial origin, and find it necessary to look 
about for causes which should render it probable that 
the snow-level should have formerly been lower than it 
is at present. In the rainy districts of the Himalaya, 
where forest covers the slopes of the hills, it is difficult 
to fix the lowest limits at which evident mormnes occur, 
but in many places I have seen them at least three thou- 
sand feet lower than the terminations of the present gla- 
ciers. In the valley of the Indus, accumulations of boul- 
ders, which I believe to be moraines, occur in Rondu as 
low as 6000 feet. 

Glaciers, as is well known, terminate inferiorly at the 
point where the waste by melting in any given time 
begins to exceed in amount the mass of solid ice which 
is in the same space of time pushed forward by the vis 
a terffo. In the mountains of Tibet the elevation of this 
point is very, different in different places. It seems to 
depend principally on the mass of the glacier, as large 
glaciers invariably descend much lower than those of 
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smaller size ; the inclination of the bed has perhaps^ also 
some influence in determining the matter. 

In comparing the glaciers of the Tibetan Himalaya 
with those on the Indian face of the same mountains, it 
will be found that, cateris paribm, glaciers descend much 
lower on the Indian side, or in a moist climate, than in 
the dry and arid Tibetan chmate. It is indeed impos- 
sible to ascertain with certainty that any two glaciers are 
of equd size, but it appears to me sufficiently accurate 
to compare the main glaciers on the opposite sides of 
the same pass. In the Umasi pass, which is situated in 
the main chain of the trans-Sutlej Himalaya, all the cir- 
cumstances seem favourable for comparison. On the 
south side of this pass the principal glacier terminates 
at about 11,500 feet, while on the north side a much 
more massive glacier comes to an end abruptly at 14,000 
feet. The difference then, on opposite sides of the same 
pass, where the pass coincides with the line of transition 
of climate, amounts to 2500 feet. 

That I am justified in ascribing the cause of this dif- 
ference to the change of climate appears from the fact, 
that in the interior of Tibet, where no such change is 
observed in crossing even very lofty passes, there is fi’Cr 
quently a glacier on the north declivity when none exists 
on the. south. This is the case, for instance, on the 
Parang pass, and on the pass immediately north of Lc. 
It may therefore be inferred, that when glaciers occur 
on both sides of a pass, that on the northern exposure 
will, unless there be a marked alteration of climate, in- 
variably descend lower than that on the south side. I 
have not had an opportunity of seeing glaciers on both 
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sides of any pass in the most external ranges of the 
Himalaya, but I have been informed that in the range 
south of the Chenab river, glaciers frequently occur on 
the north sides of the passes, while none exist towards 
the south. If this were to be found universally the case, 
it would be an additional proof that the lower descent 
of glaciers on the south or Indian side of the mountain 
chain is an exceptional occurrence. 

The glaciers of the southern slope of the Kouenlun 
appear, from the descriptions of travellers, to be on a 
stUl more gigantic scale than those of the Himalaya. 
Five mountain ranges of great height, separated from 
one another by rivers of great size, descend from the 
axis of that chain towards the Indus and Shayuk, and 
attain so great an elevation, that, with scarcely an excep- 
tion, there is no passage from one of these lateral valleys 
to another. All these ranges rise far above the line of 
perpetual snow, and in their valleys enormous glaciers 
descend to a level which is gradually lower as we ad- 
vance westward in the dhection of the source of the 
rain- and snow-fall. The range east of the Shayuk has 
comparatively few and small glaciers, but to the west 
of that river the glaciers of Sassar terminate at about 
15,000 feet. A little further west, a glacier, overhanging 
the valley of Nubra, terminates at 14,700 feet, and the 
great glacier of Nubra was found, by Captain Strachey, 
to terminate at 13,000 feet. In the range between 
Nubra and the Machulu again there are vast glaciers, 
but their height has not been detenninod, nor do we 
know precisely to what level those of the Shigar valley 
descend ; though it is evident, from their proximity to 

2 I 
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the main valley, and their small distance from Shigar, 
which is not more than 7200 feet abov6 the level of 
the sea, that they must descend very low, perhaps to 
10,000 feet. In the valley of Gilgit, I am informed by 
Mr. Winterbottom, the glaciers descend as low as 8000 
feet. 

In the mountains further east than the Shayuk it 
would appear that the snow-fall is so very small that the 
level of perpetual snow recedes to an enormous height. 
This has been found to be the case on the passes north 
of the Pangong lake, many of which were crossed by 
Captain H. Strachey. The great height of the mountains 
without snow, east of the Karakoram pass, confirms the 
fact ; and it is probable, so rapidly does the snow-level 
rise in advancing eastward, that if we could penetrate 
a very short distance beyond the eastern extremity of 
the Pangong lake, an absolutely dry country might be 
reached, in which rain or snow never falls. 

So much error has unfortunately taken place regard- 
ing the height above which the mountains of North-west 
India are covered with perpetual snow, that it appears 
necessary that travellers should put upon record the 
results of their observations, however limited. It is 
for this reason, and not because I expect to throw 
much additional light on the subject, that the following 
remarks are hazarded. The recent paper of Captain R. 
Strachey* has furnished facts which had hitherto been 
wanting, while the theoretical considerations which have 
been laid down by Hmnboldt are so accurate and com- 

• On the Snow-level in the Himalaya, in the Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Calcutta. 
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prehensive, that the undoubted mistake into which he 
has fallen is the more to be regretted. 

The Indian and Tibetan Himalaya, west of Nipal, 
lies entirely within the temperate zone, and from that 
circumstance has its year divided into summer and winter. 
The periodical rains, which it is well known are princi- 
pally confined to the outermost parts of the mountains, 
being derived fi'om the Bay of Bengal, are excessive 
in the easternmost part of the chain, and gradually 
diminish as we advance westward; there is no reason, 
however, to believe that the winter monsoon, which is 
particularly dwelt upon by Captain Strachey in the valu- 
able paper to which I have had occasion to refer, is so. 
Probably indeed it is the reverse, though I have no de- 
tailed observations to refer to in corroboration of this 
opinion ; I may however recall to mind, that the winter 
is the season of heavy snow, and the spring of heavy 
rain, throughout the north of AfPghanistan, and that in 
the Punjab frequent cloudy weather and rain occurs 
during the cold season, while in the plains of India the 
weather seeins to become at that period less unsettled as 
we advance eastward. 

The quantity of rain which falls, during the summer 
in the outer Himalaya has necessarily a very material 
influence on the sun’s action during the time in which he 
has most power, and therefore on the mean temperature 
of the summer months, which at corresponding elevations, 
notwithstanding the northing of the chain as we advance 
fi'om east to west, must be higher to the westward. In 
the interior or Tibetan portion of the Himalaya, this dif- 
ference is not observed, the climate being the same, or 

2 I 2 
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nearly so, from east to west of the region under consi- 
deration. 

In the most western part of the Himalaya, in Kashmir 
and Balti, the winter’s fall of snow commences about 
the beginning of December, and continues on the highest 
ranges nearly to the beginning of May. The supply of 
moisture from which the snow is condensed is evidently 
derived from the Indian seas, and I suppose principally 
from the south-west, that being the general direction from 
which I observed snow-storms to arrive at Iskardo. The 
faU of snow miist therefore, equally with that of rain in the 
rainy season, be greatest in the outermost (snowy) ranges, 
and very much less in all those in the interior. In the 
lower parts of Tibet on the Indus the snow-fall during 
winter is very considerable, though during summer the 
dimate is as dry as elsewhere in Tibet. This difference 
seems to be explained by the westerly point from which 
the winter’s wind blows, and by the much greater mois- 
ture of the atmosphere at that season over Affghanistan 
and Sind, so that the south-west wind advances loaded 
with vapour up the valley of the Indus. The increase 
of elevation in the bed of that river of course causes all 
the excess of moisture to be deposited without pene- 
trating to any great distance, so that the more eastern 
parts of the country are not affected by this cause. 

The snowy season in the highest mountains is pro- 
bably in every part of the range very much the same. 
On the low outer ranges, which do not attain the height 
of perpetual snow, it is gradually lessened in duration 
as the elevation diminishes, ceasing entirely, in average 
years, at about 4000 feet. Wheii the winter is at an 



MiELTING OF SNOW IN 8UMMEK. 


485 


end, the influence of a powerful sun and gradually in- 
creasing temperature is at once brouglit to bear on the 
mass of snow which has fallen; on the inner ranges 
where the summer is dry, this action proceeds uninter- 
ruptedly till the commencement of the next winter, but 
on the outermost snowy ranges it is modified by the 
access of the rainy season. 

On the outer ranges of the Himalaya, the crests of 
which rise to between five and ten thousand feet, the 
powerful sun soou dissipates all snow. It is in the inner 
ranges, which rise nearly to the height of perpetual snow, 
and where the river-beds are from six to eight thousand 
feet above the level of the sea, that the snow remains for 
a great length of time. When the valleys are open, the 
plain on the banks of the stream becomes first of all bare 
of snow, then the banks which face the south, and lastly 
the northern slopes. It is not so, however, in the deep 
narrow valleys and ravines through which the Himalayan 
rivers generally flow. In these the bottom of the glen 
is so much sheltered from the sun that a dense mass of 
snow, the result of accumulafion from the avalanches of 
the winter, remains for a very long time after both slopes 
are quite bare of snow. These smw-beds have nothing 
of the nature of a glacier in them, but are simply firm, 
hard snow. I have, in the month of June, descended 
along one of them from 13,000 feet (above which height 
there was perhaps a glacier beneath), to 8600 feet, a 
distance of seven miles without a break. It was entirely 
confined to the bottom of the ravine, both banks being 
throughout all that distance free of snow, and often 
covered with a most luxuriant herbage. 
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.Similar snow-beds are to be seen in every ravine which 
is not too wi<ie to be choked up by snow in winter. 
Their occurrence so universally is probably in a great 
measure the reason why glaciers were not recognized in 
our Indian mountains till so recent a period. These beds 
being so clearly transitory in existence, it was assumed 
that all masses of snow and ice were equally so. A visit 
to one of the great glaciers at the end of autumn would 
of course at once have indicated the dissimilarity. 

In many narrow ravines remains of these snow-beds 
may be seen at surprisingly low elevations throughout 
the year, their permanence depending much more on the 
amount of the winter’s fall of snow, and of the accumu- 
lation in that particular locality, than upon the mean 
Of summer temperature of the place. At Baltal, in the 
upper part of the Sind valley in Kashmir, the little 
stream which descends from the Zoji pass wa^ still ’arched 
over by a bed of snow several feet thick, in the end of 
September, at an elevation of not more than 9500 feet. 
This was not, as might have been expected, in a very 
shady spot, but fully exposed to the action of the sun ; 
it was, however, in a place where the fall of snow during 
winter is very great. 

The causes which are enumerated by Baron Humboldt 
as affecting the snow-level are numerous, but several are 
of only local effect. Two in addition to the latitude seem 
more important than the others, namely, the amount of 
fall during winter, and the amount of solar heat during 
summer. Captain R. Strachey regards the diminished 
amount of the winter’s fall of snow as the main cause of 
the greater height of the snow-line in the interior of the 
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Himalaya, but I feel disposed to believe that both causes 
co-operate equally to produce the effect. 

Captain R. Strachey has estimated (from the mean of 
several observations) the snow-level on the southern 
slope of the cis-Sutlej Himalaya at 16,500 |eet. This 
elevation is, no doubt, as near as possible correct. Cap- 
tain Herbert, in his geological report, had fixed upon 
15,000 feet, which is a little too low even in the district 
of Basehir, to which his estimate, I believe, refers. In 
the trans-Sutlej Himalaya, from the diminished amomit 
of summer cloudy weather, the snow-level is probably a 
little higher, but we are not yet in possession of any 
accurate determinations of heights in that range in those 
parts which are in close contact with the plains of India. 
Two of its ramifications are extremely well adapted for 
determining the height of perpetual snow. First, the 
Chumba range, whiah, as has been pointed out to me by 
Major Cunningham, is barely snow-tipped tliroughout 
the year; and second, the Fir Panjal range south of 
Kashmir, the northern slopes of which have perpetual 
snow and glaciers, while on the south side the snow has 
entirely melted before the end of summer. The elevation 
of the Pir Panjal has not been determined with accuracy, 
the heights given by Baron Hiigel and by Mr. Vigne 
being estimated from their measurement of the pass over 
which they crossed*. 

In the interior of north-west Tibet every principal 
range attains the elevation of perpetual snow, but only 

* The thermometric results obtained by these two travellers do not 
agree with one another. M. Hugel’s thermometer indicated 6300 
feet foK the elevation of Kashmir, a result which is known from the 
barometric observations of Jacejuemont to be 1000 feet in excess. 
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a f©w peaks rise much above it. There is therefore no 
very great mass of snow daring the summer months 
to lower the temperature of the air, and consequently 
circumstances are the most favourable possible for the 
elevation 0 / the snow-line to an extreme degree ; a dry, 
stony, desert, treeless country, violent winds, clear sky, 
and powerful sun, being all combined. In the most 
central part of the country, the Lauak pass, near Hanle, 
and the Sabu pass, near Le, both elevated as nearly as 
possible 18,000 feet, are without perpetual snow, but 
the Parang pass, between 18,400 and 18,600 feet, has 
a glacier on its north face, and therefore exceeds in ele- 
vation the snow-line. The snow-level in central Tibet 
must therefore be sought between these heights, but 
nearer that of the Parang pass, which has no perpetual 
SHOW towards the south: it is, therefore, certainly not 
below 18,000 feet. «. 

In the Kouenlun, on the northern border of Tibet, 
where the mountains are again much more elevated, the 
snow-level descends no lower. Even on the 19th and 
20th of August, the mass ‘of snow, which was on the 
northern face of its , highest peaks continuous down 
from 20,000 feet and upwards, did not descend below 
17,500 feet, and the open level plain of the upper 
Shayuk had at that height only trifling patches of snow. 
On the Karakoram pass (18,200 feet) there were only 
large patches of snow, the south face of the ridge being 
quite bare for some distance in both directions. 

Mr. Vigne*s thermometer, when tested by MoorcrofVs barometric re- 
sults at Le, errs considerably in the opposite direction. In neither case 
do I know the mode of calculation employed, the results only being 
given. 
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The vexata qmstio of the difference of the level at 
which snow lies on the north and south slopes of the 
Himalaya, affords a singular instance of misconception. 

^ Enunciated originally in an obscure and somewhat in- 
correct form, when little was known of the structure of 
the inner part of the chain, the fact has been repeatedly 
contradicted by those who thought they found it con- 
trary to their experience. Both parties were to a certain 
extent right. On each individual range the snow-level 
wiU at all times be found lower on the north face than 
on the south, except when the range which we are cross- 
ing happens to coincide with a very marked and abrupt 
change of climate, which will only be the case when it 
is extremely elevated. When this is the case, the pro- 
position, otherwise true of the mountains en masse, or 
the inner ranges' compared with the outer, becomes ap- 
plicable to a particular range. This is probably the case 
in the very pass in Kamaon (I know not which it was) 
from which the law was first inferred. It is certainly 
so in the great passes north of the Chenab, where, on the 
Indian face, I found in June snow at 11,500 feet, while 
on the north side, only twenty miles distant, it had al- 
ready receded beyond 15,000 feet. 

Erom the rapid nature of my journey, and the great 
number of objects to which I was obliged to devote my 
attention, the geological observations which I was en- 
abled to make were much more imperfect than I could 
have wished. It appeared, however, desirable, hurried 
as they were, to enumerate them, for the purpose of 
drawing the attention of future travellers to the subject ; 
and for the same reason 1 shall here recapitulate the 
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general couclusioas which appear to result from the facts 

observed. ' 

The greater part of Tibet consists of plutonic and meta- 
morphic rocks; and from the gigantic scale on which the sec- 
tions are exposed, and the general bareness of the moun- 
tains, which enables their structure to be seen, that coun- 
try probably presents the finest field in which these classes 
of rocks could be studied. Granite occurs in great abun- 
dance, sending immense veins in all directions into the 
metamorphic rocks, which are seen to be everywhere up- 
heaved and dislocated by the injected mass. In the 
unmediate vicinity of the plutonic masses, all traces of 
the direction of the strata of the superposed rocks are 
loat ; but elsewhere, with every variety of dip, it is very 
generally found that the stratified rocks strike in a direc- 
tion which varies between north-west and south-east, and 
north-north-west and south-south-east. As all my obser- 
vations were made roughly and unconnectedly, and with- 
out my discovering this identity till after my return to 
India, the strike is probably very uniform throughout a 
great extent of country. 

It is not a little remarkable that a belt twenty miles 
Avide, in the direction of this line of strike, drawn from 
Iskardo to the Niti pass, would cover every place south 
of the Indus in which Umestone has been observed in 
Tibet It would pass through Molbil on the Pashkyurn 
river, the limestone districts of Zanskar, and the Lacha- 
lang pass, where limestone was found by Gerard. It 
would also cover Piti, Hangarang, ;and Bekhar, all well- 
known limestone tracts. Of course the limestones of 
Nubra and the Karakoram on the one hand, and of 
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Kashmir on the other, cannot in any way be connoted 

with this line. 

The sandstones, slates, and conglomerates, which so 
closely resemble in appearance those rocks which in 
Europe are chiefly members of the old red sandstone 
and greywacke series, appear to assume also the same 
direction. I bring forward these coincidences of direc- 
tion only as a remarkable fact, worthy of investigation, 
without attaching any great weight to them, as more care- 
ful observation may show that they are merely accidental, 
and that rocks of very different ages exist among the lime- 
stones and associated rocks of the northern Himalaya. 

The great extent and development of a very modern 
aUuvium-Uke formation, composed of great masses of clay 
with boulders, and occasionally of very fine laminated 
clay, constitutes one of the most remarkable and striking 
features of Western Tibet. In every part through which 
I have travelled, and at all elevations, except on the 
highest passes, I have found these deposits in greater or 
less quantity. In their most common state they consist 
of loose earthy or clayey unstratified masses, containing 
boulders either angular or rounded. Very fine clay, 
distinctly and horizontally stratified, is also common; 
sandstone and hardened conglomerate are more rare, but 
also occur occasionally. 

That some of these beds are of lacustrine origin, the 
occurrence of fresh-water shells appears to prove very 
clearly ; and though here and there small portions may 
be terrestrial and of glacial origin, it cannot, I think, 
be doubted that the great mass of the boulder clay was 
deposited under water. 



492 


ALLUVIAL AND LACUSTRINE DEPOSIT. 


Ip the structure of Scotland at the present day we 
have a state of circumstances which appears to me ca- 
pable of throwing much light on the nature of these 
deposits. We find there a series of narrow arms of the 
sea, stretching far into the land, and separated by rugged 
and generally steep ranges of metamorphic or plutonic 
rocks. They arc all more or less silted up by sedimen- 
tary matter, and near their mouths, especially where, as 
is often the case, they are much contracted, we generally 
find a bar, shallower than the remainder. At various 
elevations above the sea-level again there is a series of 
fresh- water lakes, difiering Uttle in aspect from the arms 
of the sea. We find also in many parts of the High- 
lands of Scotland long valleys, nearly level, which are 
filled with incoherent sedimentary deposits, and bounded 
like the lochs by steep mountains. If these were for- 
merly arms of the sea, which by the elevation of the 
land have been converted into dry land, then the fresh- 
water lakes probably occupy those parts of the narrow 
cluumels which were originally deepest, or which, being 
wider than the rest, have remained unoccupied by sedi- 
mentary matter at the time of the elevation. In con- 
formity with this view we find that at the lower end of 
these lakes the moiratains generally approach very close 
to one another. 

If we were to suppose the gradual elevation of Scot- 
land to continue till the mountains attained an elevation 
equal to that of the Himalaya, it is evident that a con- 
tinued series of marine sedimentary deposits would ex- 
tend firom the summit to the sea-level, unless removed 
by the action of streams or other ordinaiy causes. Some 
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of the valleys would be of considerable width, and would 
contain marine fossils in great abundance; but in* the 
narrower mountain valleys the gravel and boulders would 
be quite destitute of fossils. Here and there fresh- water 
formations of partial extent would occur, but they would 
be separated from one another by large tracts fiUed with 
marine beds. The gradual elevation of the land would 
bring to bear upon these incoherent strata the powerful 
action of running water, which would remove portion 
after portion, till at last deep valleys would be exeavated, 
and small patches only of the gravel and clay would re- 
main where the action of the streams was least powerful. 
Such I conceive to be the present state of Tibet, but a 
much more detailed investigation of that remarkable 
country would be necessary, before this view can be re- 
garded in any other light than an hypothesis. 

The causes by which the mctamorphic rocks, which 
must have been brought into their present remarkable 
state at a great depth in the interior of the globe, ac- 
quired their preseift configuration of mountain and val- 
ley, form a question on which I am not now prepared 
to euter. One continued process of elevation seems in- 
adequate to produce the observed effects ; but however 
numerous the alternations of elevation and depression 
may have been, it is evident that the alluvial deposits at 
present existing must all be referable to the last period 
of elevation, as such incoherent strata could not with- 
stand the continued action of the sea. 
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,, lower Nubra, I 98 . 

,, „ Phutaksba, 382. 

„ „ Thogji lake, 170 . 

„ „ Zanskar, 367. 

Ladhe ke Dhar, 307. 

Lake of Kashmir, 281. 

„ salt, of Thogji, 170 . 
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Lakes, glacial, of Sassar pass, 417* 

Lamayuru, 387, 444. 

Lanak pass, 146. 

Landar, 309. 

Langera, 333. 

Lara, 127- 
Lari, 119. 

Lazgung pass, 188. 

Le, 182, 393, 443. 

L^^^ora miniata, 186. 

Limestone of Hangarang, 100. 

,, KarakowEin, 427. 

„ ,, pass, 436. 

,, Murgai, 425. 

„ Piti, 124. 

„ Shahabad, 297. 

„ Zanskar, 371. 

lio, 106. 
lijia, 87. 

Tiundi, 348. 

Lyakjung, 197, 404. 

Ijycium, 211. 

Lymnssa, fossil, at Iskardo, 220. 

„ „ at Thogji lake, 170. 

„ „ in Nubra, 198. 

„ ,, in Piti, 117. 

Macbulu river, 209. 

Mabasu ridge, 31 . 

Markanda river, 2. 

Markim, 361. 

Marsilang, 181. 

Maten, 267, 460. 

Mattiana, 86. 

Melia Azedarach, 69. 

Mir, 809. 

Mini, in Kunawar, 70. 

„ Tibet, 178. 

Molbil, 445. 

Murgai, 422. 

„ river, ascent of, 423. 
Muztagh pass, 462. 

Myricaria trees, 162. 

Nacbar, 64. 

Nagkanda, 41. 

Nako, 108. 


Namika pass, 446. 

Nar, 216. 

Nasmon, 804. 

Natural bridge in Piti, 116. 

Natural tunnel, 885. 

Nettle, alpine, 414. 

Nimo, 392. 

Nira, 377. 

Nirt, 61. 

Nostoc, 146. 

Nubra, 192, 4Q4. 

„ Chu, 442. 

„ lower, 198. 

Nuria, 390. 

Oak, evergreen, 73, 

Olive, wild, 306. 

Orcbideie of Nubra, 400. 

Oxybaphus Himalayanus, 60. 
Oxytropis chiliopbylla, 369. 

Padri pass, 330. 

Padum, 363. 

Paindras, 267. 

Painpur, 288. 

Panamik, 407. 

„ liot-springs, 407- 
Pangi, 79. 

Pangong lake, 464. 

Paralysis, curious cases of, 391. 
Parang pass, 136. 

„ river, lower course of, 113. 
tf » upper course of, 138. 
Pargwal, 346. 

Parkuta, 229. 

Partridge, painted, 261. 

Pashkyum, 446. 

Pass above Changlung in Nubra, 410. 
„ Dadu, 327. 

„ Mir, 309. 

,, Nasmon, 302. 

„ Pata, 323. 

Pass north of Le, 396, 448. 

„ „ Buduk, 463. 

Passes across Kouenlun, 462. 

„ of Tibet, elevation of, 467- 
Pata, 322. 
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Peganum llarraala, 212. 

Perowskia, 178. 

Perpetual snow, 482. 

,, in outer Himalaya, 487. 

„ in Tibet, 488. 

„ on opposite sides of pas- 

ses, 489. 

Phatu pass, 444. 

Phutaksha, 382. 

Picea Webbiana, 86. 

Pin river, 126. 

Pindrow, 86. * 

Pinus excelsa in Rondu, 257. 
Gerardiana, 70, 73, 74. 
longifolia, 18. 

Pitak, 394. 

Piti, 128. 

„ river, 106. 

Planorbis, fossil, 117, 170, 198, 220. 
Pok, 124. 

Poplars of Indus valley, 180. 

Populus alba, 95, 207. 

„ balsamifera, 177. 

„ Euphratica, 191. 

Porgyul, 101, 110. 

Potato cultivation, 34. 

Potentilla discolor, 412. 

Prangos, 240, 266. 

Pranu, 207- 

I’uglia, borax plain, 166. 

„ hot springs, 164. 

,, ravine, 162. 

,, sulphur-mine, 168. 

Pulokanka pass, 170. 

Quercus Ilex, 78, 347- 
Quinoa, 49. 

Raldang, 80. 
llamnagar, 320. 

Rainpur, 64. 

Rangrig, 127. 

Ribes glandulosum, 104. . 

Rooks of Banahal pass, 298. 

„ Butua valley, 361. 

,, Chorbat, 207. 

Dadu, 324. 


Rooks of Giah ravine, 179. 

„ Hangarang, 100. . 

„ Karakoram pass, 435. 

„ „ plain, 427. 

„ Kargil, 448, 

„ Kashmir, 280, 297. 

„ Kunawar, 81. 

„ lower Shayuk, 214. 

„ Murgai valley, 425. 

„ Nubra, 407. 

„ Pashkyum, 447. 

„ Pugha, 165. 

„ Rondu, 267. 

„ Simla, 27. 

„ Singhi pass, 381. 

„ Sungnam, 99. 

„ Tawi valley, 311, 

„ Umasi pass, 361. 

„ Wandla ravine, 388. 

„ Waris ravine, 203. 

„ Zanskar, 361, 371. 

Rogi, 73. 

Rondu, 248. 

Rope-bridge of Kartash, 242. 

„ Nasmon, 306, 

„ Padum, 367. 

,, Rampur, 54. 

„ Rondu, 255. 

Rosa Webbiana, 386. 

Rose, yellow, 385. 

Riikchin valley, 172. 

Runang pass, 92. 

Ruskalun river, 94. 

Sabathu, 11. 

Sabu, 188. 

Sach pass, 338. 

SaflBron cultivation, 288, 455. 

Sairi, 16. 

Salt lake of Thogji, 170. 

Sandstone, modern, of Iskardo, 221 . 

,, „ Karsar, 400. 

„ ,, Tai'kata, 234. 

„ of Pashkyum, 447. 

, , tertiary of J amu hills, 311,312. 

Saspola, 391. 

Sassar, 420. 
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Tolti, 230. 

Tongde, 368. 

Tranda, 61. 

Trikota Debi, 310. 
Tsatti, 192. 

Tunglung pass, 176. 
Turgu, 223. 

Ihirtuk, 207. 

Tussilago Farfeira, 263. 

Ulding Thung, 236. 
Umasi pass, 365. 
ITnmani, 197. 

Upshi, 179. 

Urdi, 229. 


Sassar pass, 417. 

Seda, 312. 

Serahan, 60. 

Shahabad, 296. 

Sbali, 31, 82. 

Shalimar, 286. 

Shayuk river, in Chorbat, 205. 

„ ,, Karakoram, 431. 

„ ,, Khapalu, 209. 

„ „ Nubra, 193, 403. 

,, „ Sassar, 419. 

„ ,, itsjunctionwitli Indus, 214. 

Shialkar, 112. 

Shigar valley, 262. 

Shol, 347. 

Siksa, 204. 

Sildang river, 64. 

Simla, 16. 

Sind river, 270. 

Singhi pass, 379. 

Sirohi Sar, 316^ 

Snow-fall in Tibet, 473. 

Soda, efflorescence, iu Nubra, 195. 

,, „ Piti, 128. 

S<mamarg, 271. 

Statice, prickly, 204. 

Suliman range, 3. 

Sulphur-mine of Pugha, 168. 

Sungnam, 94. 

Surmu, 210. 

Sum, 448. 

Sutlej river at Rampur, 51. 

,, „ Wangtu, 66. 

,, its diurnal fluctuations, 54. 

Taksha, 408. 

Takti pass, 375. 

Tarkatti, 233. 

Tawi river, 313. 

Temple buried in lacustrine clay, 292. 
Tertse, 197. 

Thalaura, 318. 

Thawar, 264. 

Theog, 37. 

Thogji lake, 170, 460. 

Tibet, general description of, 456. 

Tirit, 197. 


Vegetation of Badarwar, 329. 

„ Baltal, 463. 

,, Banahal, 301. 

,, Chatargarh, 348. 

,, Chenab valley, 804, 342, 

Dadu, 324. 

Bras, 449. 

Gambar valley, 13. 

„ Hangarang pass, 101. 

Hattu, 43. 

, , Indus valley below Le, 390 

Janm hills, 317. 

, , l^alka, 4 . 

„ Karakoram, 435, 

,, Karsar in Nubra, 400. 

„ Kashmir, 283, 296, 454. 

Kotgarh, 47, 50. 

,, Kuna war, 72, 76. 

,, Kussowlee, 6, 7. 

„ Tje, 395. 

,, Mahasu, 31. 

„ Nubra, 406. 

,, Pashkyum, 446. 

,, Phatu pass, 445. 

Ramnagar valley, 320, 

,, Rondu, 258. 

,, Runang pass, 92. 

,, Sassfir, 420. 

,, Sassar pass, 416. 

Simla, 18. 

4 , Sind valley, 272. 
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Vegetation of Sutlej valley atEampur, 58. 

„ „ „ Wangtu,67. 

,, Werang pass, 85. 

,, Zanskar, alpine, 359. 

,, „ northern passes, 

376, 377, 380. 
„ „ valley, 371. 

„ Zoji pass, 461, 

Vernag, 296. 

Vines of Parknta, 229. 

„ Turtuk, 207. 

„ wild, of Butna valley, 348. 

Vineyards of Kunawar, 78. 

, , Sungnam, 94. 

Waiidla, 386. 

Wangtu Bridge, 66, 

Waris, 202. 

Wasterwan, 288. 


Waterfall at Wangtu, 68. 

„ frozen; in Dras, 241. * 

Werang pace, 84. 

Willows of Tibet, 180. 

Winds of Tibet, 472. 

Winter at Iskardo, 243, 

Wulur lake, 282. 

Yarkand merchants, 410. 

„ road to, from Iskardo, 263. 
Yulchung, 879. 

Zangla, 369. 

Zannichcllia, 164. 

Zanskar, 858, 363. 

Zobo, 91. 

Zoji pass, 267, 451. 

Ztingsam river, 113. 
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